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H'WOOD ‘COUNTS’ ITS BLESSINGS 





Quebec's All-Powerful Censors Put 
Their Stamp on Actresses Bosoms 


Montreal, Dec. 7. 

The Quebec Board of Censors, 
vhich snips everything from films 
to lobby display material, is un- 
intentionally displaying a sense of 
humor. Much to the public’s 
amusement, the stamp of approval 
on 24-sheets and billboard signs 
is always inked on the bosom of 
the better-endowed femme _ fea- 
tured in the display. Marilyn Mon- 
roe et al. means a 
the stampers. 

Scissor-happy for many years, 
the QBC has been ‘taking great 
chunks out of films without any 
thought of continuity. The board’s 
decision is final, although organi- 
zations can make suggestions and 
petition on the advisability of 
showing certain pix. Both exhibi- 
iors and the public accept the 
board’s decision in a matter-of-fact 
manner, and rarely are there or- 
ganized protests. Censoring, how- 
ever, has had little or no effect on 
general b.o. grosses since the Que- 
becites are faithful film fans. 

The QBC is a 25-man_ board 
headed by Alex Gagnon. A special 
sub-committee of nine, all French 
Canadian, passes on every film 
whether 35m or 16m. Another 
sub-group handles the display ma- 
terial. The board also does its 
own policing. Several members 
are constantly making spot checks 
in theatres to see if the official tag 

(Continued on page 63) 


U.S. TV Respects Family 
Aud, Sez Jesuit Priest; 
Raps BBC ‘Coarseness’ 


Omaha, Dec. 7. 
“American television has, in 
£eneral respected its family audi- 
ence,” Rev. R. C. Williams, S.J., 
director of communication arts 
and coordinator of tv at Creighton 





U. here, last week told a local 
meeting of Te Deum. He said he 


- 


gained that impression while at- 
ending a 12-nation program study 
/urse in London. 

However, Father 
critical of liberties taken by the 
BBC in its operation. The priest 
cited the telecast of a drama which 
ie witnessed in England. The fact 
that it was a classic, he said, did 
not justify leaving in ‘coarse and 
opscene language.” 

The U. S. sponsor often may 
Only be trying to avoid offending 
his customers, Father Williams 
commented. “But 
Clal_ system nonetheless usually 
safeguards the family from direct 

saults on fundamental decen- 
cies, 

He quoted 
Sialing: 


Williams was 


Pope Pius XII as 
“Television can be a con- 
iderable influence for good in the 
lostering of a wholesome family 
life The Pope, he added, be- 
reves tv can be valuable in enter- 
‘ining the family “far from the 
Cangers of 
und places,” 
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Revives Best Seller 

Can a film make a best- 
seller? : 

In the case of “The Egyp- 
tian,” it was certainly proven 
that a b.o. success can return 
a novel to the best-seller lists, 


Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox 
production topper, held last 
week, 

“It was put back there by 


the movie-goers,” he declared. 
“Of course, you never know. 
They may be going back to the 
book to see what I left out of 
** rod 








Gwich Village 
Jumps With Java 
Espresso Spots 


New York’s Greenwich Village 
is switching from daquiris to demi- 
tasse. Long noted for its switches 
of all kinds, the latest changeover 
seems to be a last-ditch fight to 
maintain the picturesqueness and 
respectability of that famed hang- 
out for the artistically inclined. 

Aside from one thoroughfare (W. 
3d Street), where the stripperies 
have become an important indus- 
try, 
area is the upbeat of the coffee- 
These spots, selling demi- 
15¢c up, 
taken 


to have over 


| rendezvous for those who still have 


cur commer- | 


hopes that the Village will rise to 
its former preeminence as a centre 
of the arts. The oldsters and the 
serious kids bemoan the fact that 
the Whitney Museum has moved 
uptown. New York University has 
torn down buildings along Wash- 
ington Square that were a pictur- 
esque and colorful part of this seg- 
ment of the city. The students, who 
(Continued on 50) 


JOAN WEBER DiSCLICK 
LEADS TO CAFE DATES 


Joan Weber, who hit the bigtime 
via the “Studio One” 
plug of her Columbia waxing, 


page 





‘Let 


| Me Go, Lover,” is being groomed 
for the “live” circuit via nitery 
dates in five key cities. Already 


unhealthy companions 


lined up for her are Boston, Pitts- 
burgh, Washington, Cleveland and 
Philadelphia. She'll hit the nitery 
circuit in mid-January. 


Thrush also is set for the Ed 
Sullivan show (CBS-TV} Dec. 26 
and the Perry Como show (CBS- 
|TV) Dee, 29. An 18-year-old un- 
known—she had first baby last 
week—the smash disk has Cata- 
pulted her into quasi-“name” 
value. 





as the | 


Even iiailroads 


: | turn 
a latterday development in the | 


(CBS-TV) | 


X EXHIB PITCH 
UR MORE FILMS 


For an industry that has grown 
alternately fat and thin on crises, 
crossroads and economic revolu- 
tions, Hollywood is now showing a 
fascination for the status quo. The 
major producers have come as close 
as they think po.sible to a success 
formula, i.e, a payoff via fewer 
negatives with more accent on posi- 
tive production values, They like 
it fine this way and appear de- 
termined to resist steadily mount- 
ing exhibitor pressure for more 
films. 

The new approach to film biz 
economics, which was evolved by 
the studios with the advent of the 
wide screen and particularly of 
CinemaScope, is being maintained 
in the face of exhib  outcries 
against a product shortage and, in 
the instance of at least one com- 
pany, despite the protestations of 
its distribution execs in the east. 

Producer reply to critics who 
point to the studios’ responsibility 
for keeping the theatres open and 
running is two-fold: Nothing but 
quality films stand a real chance 
at the b.o. these days. There is no 
real shortage and, anyway, the 
key situations are enjoying much 
longer runs than before. 

Position of the filmmakers was 
stated succinctly in N. Y. 
by 20th-Fox production 
Darryl F. Zanuck. “I 
lieve,” he _ said, “that 
|} either the exhibitors or 
| by making pictures by 
20th, he maintained, would try 
out in 1955 his goal of 20 
CinemaScopers. If this couldn't 

(Continued on page 63) 














topper, 
don’t be- 
we serve 
the public 
number.” 





Pick Bway Hits 
Haven, Dec. 7. 

railroads are be- 
dopesters. 
in laying 


New 

Now even the 
coming Broadway show 

The New Haven, at least, 

out a show train schedule 
next summer, is going in for long- 

range prognosticating of the stay- 


ing power of New York amuse- 
ments. The company has been 
running show trains for several 
years, but has previously confined 
|its excursion announcements to 
one or two shows, a couple of 
months in advance. However, a 


| patrons includes Radio City 


i Aquashow, 


lineup just offered to itinerant en- 
tertainment seekers runs through 
next summer 

Schedule of amusements 
dates for the railroad’s show 


and 
train 
Music 
Dec 17 
Court 
Borge’s 
F Feb. 
Radio 
show, 
“Silk 

the 


show, 
Mutiny 
Victor 


Hall’s Christmas 
(sold out); “Caine 
Martial,” Jan. 21; 
one-man “Comedy in Music 
25; “Boy Friend,” March 25; 
City Music Hall’s Easter 
April 15; “Kismet,” May 20; 
Stockings,” June 24, and 


July 29. 











last week | 


Charge Mob Influence in Nevada's 
$10,000,000 Cambling Resort Biz 





Pathe for History 

Warner Pathe News is com- 
bining its film library, thought 
to be the most complete in the 
world, for a series of shorts 
which it hopes will develop 
into a history of the United 
States from 1895 to the pres- 


ent as seen via the motion 
picture medium. 
First of these shorts, “I Re- 


member When,” consisted of a 
10-minute reel covering the 
American scene from 1895 to 
1915. 








Longterm Vegas 
Deals for Names 
Creating Famine 


Growing practice of Las Vegas 
| spots of tieiug up performers for | 
| several years ‘ a time is threat- | 
| ening the talent supply of many 
spots in the country. With many 
acts assured of a term in Las Vegas, 
a week in Reno, several in New 
York, and perhaps Miami Beach 


| and the Coast, many names in the 


to |} 


|grabbed off a double. 


'top financial brackets are getting 
to the point where they will not 
work other cities. 

In longterm contract sweep- 
stakes, the Las Vegas Desert Inn 
Hostelry, 


| which previously set Johnnie Ray 


| to 


a three-year deal, has now 
|signed Frankie Laine for~ four 
weeks annually for three years 


| 


|and Patti Page for four weeks for 


through | 


|losing her job. 


two years. 


Laine is getting $17,500 per 
frame. General Artists Corp., 
which booked, also set a two-year 
pact at the El Rancho Vegas for 
Morty Gunty, who never played 
Vegas before. 

Basic reason for the curtailment 


(Continued on page 51) 


TCO MUCH PUBLICITY 
S0 PEELER LOSES JOB 





Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 
In probably the first such case 
in show biz _ history, stripper 
Loretta Miller got her name all 


over the front pages and wound up 
She and the New 
Follies Theatre, local burley house 
had a disagreement over her 
pearance on a television news 
show and she departed. 

Miss Miller is the peeler over 
whom ex-GI Roger Wing Whittie1 
committed suicide in a weird gun 
duel with cops on the stage of the 
Follies. In a final message, Whit- 
tier said he hoped the publicity 
from his flamboyant suicide would 


‘aid Miss Miller’s career. 





| Sun, 
; election, 


ap- | 


By MARK CURTIS 


Reno, Dec. 7. 

Charges that gangster elements 
are fighting for control of Nevada's 
$100,000,000 gambling and enter- 
tainment business have been made 
by a Chicago crime expert, Virgil 
Peterson. The director of the Chi- 
cago Crime Commission made his 
charges in Berkeley, Cal. He said 
that the Capone mob of Chicago 


had taken over several clubs in 
Las Vegas. 
Local businessmen and the di- 


rectors of the Reno and Sparks 
Chambers of Commerce said an im- 
mediate investigation was in order. 
The Nevada Tax Commission, 
which licenses and polices the 
state’s legalized gambling, pointed 
out that it has long been aware of 
the efforts of the underworld syn- 
dicates to control Nevada gam- 
bling. 

At a meeting of the Tax Com- 
mission which heard the Peterson 
charges, the group had already 
asked the Thunderbird Hotel, one 
of the Las Vegas strip’s most lux- 
urious, to show cause why its li- 
cense should not be revoked or 
|suspended. The hotel’s operators 
had been accused by the Las Vegas 
shortly before the general 
of permitting underworld 
Jake and Meyer Lansky to 

secret partners. 

The Tax Commission was 
{Continued on page 51) 


Drama Critics ‘Hostile’ 
To Hollywood Locale; 
Play Picks Detroit 


figures 
be 
al- 





Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Stephen Longstreet’s novel, ‘The 
3each House,” is undergoing a 
tremendous house-moving job—all 
the way from Hollywood to Detroit 
in the course of its transforma- 


tion into a legit play. Reason for 
the change of locale, according to 
playwright Ralph Rose, is the ‘‘ha- 
bitual hostility” of N. Y. erities to- 
ward plays witr Hollywood back- 
grounds. 

Along with the change of scen- 
ery, the chief character in the play 
will be an indie auto manufacturer 
competing with big motor compa- 
nies instead of an indie film pro- 
ducer bucking the majors. 


Yates Bros. Monopolize 
Ex-Gls-Turned-femmes 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Yates is now repping 
Rees, who was “christ- 
in an operation performed 
in Holland some time ago. Former 
paratrooper-turned-femme be- 
ing submitted Yates thea- 
tre and ry dates 

Oddly Christine 
sen 1S by 
brother, Yates. 


Irving 
semaee 


ned”’ 


1S 
by for 
nite 
Jorgen- 
Irving's 


enougn, 
represented 
Charles V. 
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Collins, Trinder Take Main Roles 


At London Water Rats Annual Ball 


By HARRY REGENSBERG 


London, Dec. 7. 

The Water Rats, mainly show 
biz people who specialize in run- 
ning charity functions a .ew times 
a year, have one annual function 
which is the most important. This 
is-its annual ball, generally held at 
one of the top hotels in the West 
End. This year it was held at the 
Dorchester Nov. 28. 

Severai manths before the func- 
tion there is generally a line of 
patrons anxious to be present de- 
spite $7.50 price per ticket, big 
money these days in London. 
Committee’s job is to sort out ap- 
plications and decide on “who is 
who.” Despite the scrutiny, there 
were well over 700 present. 

There were the usual speeches 
and a rather censored comedy be- 
cause most of the Ratlings (the 
femme section of the Water Rats) 
were present. 

The “Rats Toast’ was proposed 
by Norman Collins, former exec of 
the BBC who resigned sometime 

(Continued on page 16) 


See, Hear (In English) 
System at Paris Lesit 
May Boost Business 


Paris, Nov. 30. 

The 250-seat Comedie Wagram 
has introduced English translation 
via an earphones’ system which 
may well revise Paris playgoing 
for U. S.-British visitors whose 
French is shaky or non-existent. 
With the bi-lingual novelty a cus- 
tomer (paying an extra 50c) 
given a seat fitted with transmit- 
ting device which enables him to 
get in English the French dialog 
of the play. It was first installed 
at the same house on an experi- 
mental basis two seasons ago in 
conjunction with comedy hit, 
“Zoe > 

Experiment proved tourist draw 
and Wagram now has 30 seats 





equipped for the novelty. Another | 
des ; 
Champs-Elysees, since has installed | 


Paris theatre, Comedie 
a similar English-translation 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Using ‘Male’ Mags 

Putting the accent on “male 
appeal,” Universal is blanket- 
ing the men’s mag field in an 
ad campaign for “Six Bridges 
to Cross.” 

Total of 11 publications with 
a predominantly male reader- 
ship are being used by U to 
sell the pic which is based on 
the $2,500,000 Boston robbery. 
Film is also being plugged in 
ads being placed in general 
readership mags. 


« 








As to ‘War and Peace,’ 
Selznick Doesn’t Doubt 


Todd Has Read Book’ 


Apparently more amused than 
riled at the disclosure of Mike 
Todd’s plans to Todd-AO “War 
and Peace” in Yugoslavia, David 
O. Selznick—who had announced 
the Tolstoy project some consider- 
able time ago—penned the follow- 
ing statement last week: 

“I’m amused by the discovery in 
unexpected quarters of Tolstoy, 


| since my initial announcement con- 


is | 


cerning ‘War and Peace.’ The un- 
knowing might be led to believe 
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HORACE HEIDT 
For Swift & Co. 
Starting Jan. 8th 


Offices—J. Walter Thompson, 
{ Chicago 


W. German Board s 
‘Waterfront’ Nix 











| Frankfurt, 


Dec. 7. 
“On the Waterfront” (Colum- 
bia), which came to West Germany 


as a winner of awards 


that a deluge of productions of film Fest, Italian Journalists, ete.) 


this classic is imminent. I person- 


ally have no fear of this happen- | Classification 


ing. 

“T, too, have been contacted by 
the Yugoslavian government; how- 
ever, I doubt that Tito's 


are uniformed and equipped in the | 


manner of the armies of Bonaparte 


was rejected by the German Film 
3oard, who termed 
it “a typical Hollywood cliche.” 
Resulting uproar has brought pro- 
tests from the newspapers, maga- 


zines, radio and television through- | 
troops | out 


W-Germany. 
Board’s decision meant that the 
film is ineligible for the 3° re- 


and Alexander in 1812 (which, | duction of amusement tax in the 
however, would be valuable in-|nine German states allowed for 
formation, if true); and to supply |films the board considers “worthy.” 
50.000 of them would take an|The national press here has been 


awful bite out of anybody’s budget. | Quick to show that the treatment 
I'd be afraid to make pictures on | given “Waterfront” is an example 


that scale. 


|and I don’t question 


| boast that he’s read the book” 








“Mike Todd is quite a showman, | 
his quaint | 
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| of the board’s injustices and oft- 
|times capricious decisions, and 
| that theyv’re a composite of men 
who don’t know the film business. 
Since the  Board’s_ rejection, 

‘Waterfront” has received several 
|of the top German awards. The 
| Catholic Film Commission of Ger- 
|; many sent a letter to its European 
headquarters in Brussels stating 

| that the film is “outstanding,” and 
the German Catholic Film League 
| picked it, along with another Co- 
|lumbia film, “Father Brown,” as 
|the two best pictures for Novem- 
| ber. The Protestant Church 
| Guild of Germany picked it as the 
pic for December, giving it 


| top 
| preference over the usual Decem- 
| ber pic, choice of a film theme for 
; Christmas. 

| , Der Spiegel,” the Time-like 
| magazine of West Germany, wrote 
ja two-page pan at the Board’s un- 
|fair findings, and the local news- 
| papers and film trade papers have 
been playing the story high, press- 

(Continued on page 61) 


Moore-Gaxton 
Retie for Cafes 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Billy Gaxton and Victor Moore, 

oldtime Broadway comedy team, 
|are getting together again. This 
time, they’re planning an invasion 
|of top niteries as a_ probable 
prelude to a return to Broadway in 
a new show. 

Pair starred in such Broadway 
| hits as “Leave It To Me,” “Let ’Em 
| Eat Cake,” “Of Thee I Sing,” “‘Any- 
; thing Goes” and “Louisiana Pur- 
chase.” They haven’t worked to- 
gether since the short-lived “Nelly 
Bly” in 1947. 

Team has signed a personal man- 
agement deal with Lee Kerry, who 
| initiated the reunion. MCA will 

handle bookings. Nitery act 
being built will be a package which 
covers highlights of their careers 
in shows written by such names as 
George S. Kaufman, Morrie Rys- 
kind, Howard Lindsay and Russell 
| Crouse and composed by George 
Gershwin, Cole Porter and Irving 
Berlin. Deals now are being nego- 
tiated for Las Vegas, Miami and 








§| London dates, 





‘ence with 


| 


“ . | 
Riles Pic Trade 


| jointly by the 


| 
| 
| 








|in Japan; location expenses here; 
now | 


lig ae bassador John M. Allison, FEC and 
(Venice | 


Hull and members of the Japanese 
| cabinet. 
At the luncheon Johnston de- 


; nese 





Sweeping Attack on All Amusements 





Catholic Paper Quotes ‘Teach Me Tonight’ Song 





Lyrics As Depth of 


Ed Sullivan to Coast 


Ed Sullivan left N. Y. for the 
Coast this week with his agenda 
including a visit on the set of 
Stanley Kramer’s “Not As a 
Stranger.” 


Sullivan plans a filmed account 
of his studio onceover for inclu- 
sion on his “‘Toast of the Town” tv 
show Dec. 19. 


Johnston Feted But His 
Tokyo Theme Not Liked; 
Speech Goes Unreported 


By RICHARD LARSH 
Tokyo, Dec. 3. 

Eric A. Johnston, MPEA presi- 
dent, will leave Tokyo this Sun- 
day (5) for the U. S. on the last 
leg of his swing around Asia and 
Australia. His week stay in Japan 
has been highlighted by an audi- 
Emperor Hirohito and 
appearances at many luncheons, 
dinners and receptions. Most out- 
standing was a luncheon sponsored 
U. S. Chamber of 
Commerce in Japan and the Amer- 
ican-Japan Society at which the 
honored guests included U. S. Am- 








UN Commander General John E. 


livered a speech which did not sit 
well with the Japanese vernacular ! 
press in that he called the Japa- 
belief that trade with Red 
China would solve their economic 
problems ‘‘as mythical as the rain- 
bow’s pot of gold.” Two of the 
nation’s top newspapers completely 


ignored the speech before their 
top financial and governmental 
leaders and the third simply re- 


ported that Johnston delivered an 
address the topic of which was 
“Challenge of the Future.” Eng- 
lish language press, including two 
run by the Japanese language 
papers which ignored the speech, 
reported the story faithfully, how- | 
ever. 

At a press conference held dur- | 
ing the week, Johnston said he 
hoped that the Japanese govern- 
ment would relax its hold on some 
of the yen accumulated by the 
U. S. film distributors in Japan. 
He said he had no concrete sug- 
gestions as to how the yen would 
be used if unfrozen but that it 
should be utilized to aid Japan’s 
economy. One suggestion was of- 
fered that the money could be 
used to build ships in Japan which 
could be resold for dollars to other | 








| 
| 


| nations, | 


Meanwhile, specific plans for the | 
use of the frozen yen have been | 
advanced to the Japanese Finance 
Ministry by the Foreign Film Im- 
porters Association. The FFIA 
suggests that the money be divided 
into two sums, the first to include 
the $5,833,000 to be accumulated 
during fiscal year 1954 plus ap- 
proximately $3,000,000 to be ac- 
cumulated during and after the 
1955. fiscal year by importers 
whose take of receipts Is less than 
50%. The second group of de- 
posits would include the yen ac- 
cumulated in 1953 fiscal year, 
about $2,800,000 plus an equal sum 
to be made by importers for whom 
the share to the foreign party is 
more than 50%. 

This second fund, the FFIA pro- 
poses, would be strictly frozen for 
ten years except in the case of 
studio construction for co-produc- 
tions between Japanese and for- 
eign companies and other business | 
on an internationally cooperative | 
scale, 

The first sum, according to the 
FFIA proposal could, with approval 
of the Japanese government, be 
used for expenses of the depositors 





and investment in 
the Japanese film industry; pur- 
chase of ships and other items 
designated by the Japanese govern- | 
ment.and not including those which 
would obstruct the development 
of Japan’s economy; purchase and 
operation of hotels to encourage 
the tourist industry in Japan, and 
temporary investment in Japanese 


donation, loan 





| impressionable 


Current Corruption 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

A general boycott of all show 
biz until it cleans out its “evil 
shows” is being urged by the New 
World, Catholic newspaper which 
reaches 170,000 families in Chicago 
and Joliet. This is a newspaper 
to be reckoned with; ail summer 
long it had blasted the local film 
industry and press into submitting 
to its clean-up campaign. Now it’s 
ramifying to the whole show—legi- 
timate stage, pix, cabarets, radio, 
tv, and what it calls ‘‘an irre- 
sponsile, soulless, avaricious daily 
press.” 

A lengthy frontpage editorial 
charges all means of communica- 
tion with aiding and abetting the 
spread of evil, either for economic 
reasons or from ‘sheer craven 
perversity.” It accuses the en- 
tertainment industry of prostitut- 
ing all art and culture and calls 
the daily press “their willing 
slaves.” Legit and vaude are dealt 
a slap for their preoccupation with 


profanity, adultery, and violence; 
pictures for these same _ reasons 
and for rape, marital infidelity, 


suicide and divorce as well; televi- 
sion for many of the same rea- 
sons. 

The New World attack this time, 
however, aims mostly at the mu- 
sic industry, which it denounces 
with a vengeance because of its 
proximity to teenagers. “Here is 
what you are letting evil men sell 
your imaginative, emotional and 
teenagers,” the 
editorial reads. and it quotes 
passages like these from. tunes 
riding high on the record lists: 

“Kiss me, kiss me, kiss me baby, 
that’s what I like. Hold me, hug 
me, pet me baby, that’s what I 
like.” 

“Starting with the ABC of it, 
right down to the XYZ of it. Help 


|me solve the mystery of it. Teach 


me tonight One thing isn’t 
very clear, my love. should the 
teacher stand so near, my love? 


Graduation’s almost here, my love, 
teach me tonight.” 

Songs such as these, the New 
World declares, are profiting from 
the temptations of youth and are 
poisoning the teenage mind. 

To combat the alleged degener- 
acy in the amusement industry, the 


New World proposes aé_e cold 
shoulder by the vast Catholic 
population in this area until the 


producers yield up ‘‘morally fine 
entertainment.” Television and 
radio producers will be responsive 
to pleas for cleaner shows, the 
newspaper points out, and_ it 
urges its readership to put on the 
pressure. With such strategy, the 
NW forsees the stoppage of all 


spicy advertising in newspapers 


|}and on marquees, and the exalta- 


tion of the “feminine body to the 
position of honor Christianity en- 
dowed it with.” 


DJS ANTI-McCARTHY 
PLACARD STIRS STORM 


Boston, Dec. 7. 

Sherm Feller, WVDA disk jockey 
here who is normally expected to 
chatter about platters, has stirred 
up a storm by criticizing Sen. Joe 
McCarthy on his airshow. Feller 
got invoived in the McCarthy dis- 
pute when a “Ci##zens for Mc- 
Carthy” sign was hung nearby his 
studio. The jockey countered by 
hanging a “Citizens Against Mc- 
Carthy” placard on the door. 

Drew Pearson, nationally syndi- 
cated columnist, spotlighted the 
Fcller action in a recent piece on 
McCarthy supporters. Feller, inci- 
dentally, is also a songwriter and 
a graduate of Suffolk Univ. Law 
School. 





Sammy Davis Jr. Resumes 
Work at Ciro’s in H’wood 


Sammy Davis Jr. will resume 


| work at Ciro’s, Hollywood, Dec. 11. 


Entertainer, mainstay of the Will 


Masiin Trio, will pick up the 
schedule from that point on. 

| Davis lost an eye recentiy as a 
| result of an auto accident. Last 


week, he filed a $150,000 damage 
suit against the driver of the car 
which collided with his while he 
was on his way from Las Vegas 


| to Hollywood to keep a recording 


| public bonds and other securities. | date. 
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Admish Tax Cut Kicked in 60%, 
Of Industry's 1954 ‘Prosperity , 


Sindli 
Oklahoma City, Dec. 7. 
The 10% cut in the Federal film 
ticket tax, not the “fewer but bet- 
ter pictures policy,” made more 
money for the industry in 1954, a 
business analyst told Theatre Own- 
ers of Oklahoma convention here. 
Albert E. Sindlinger, president 
of his own consultancy at Ridley 
Park, Pa., said the good fortunes 
of the flickers pointed out by pro- 
ducers are not based upon attend- 
ance—they are based on dollars. 
He said production is receiving 
$72,000,000 more this year and the- 
atres’ take is up $126,000,000—a 
total of $198,000,000. But the cut 
of the federal ticket tax from 20 
to 10% meant “Unele Sam gave 
up $114,000,000—better than 60%.” 
Sindlinger quoted Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s arguments supporting “qual- 
ity instead of quantity in enter- 
tainment” to outline what produc- 
ers “actually believe.” He added: 
“Important Hollywood personali- 
ties actually believe that today’s 
so-called good fortunes actually 
have come about because-of fewer 





but more important pictures.” 
But... “You and I know what the 
good fortunes they are talking 


about have not come to you yet. 
Your attendance with fewer and 
better pictures is behind last year.” 

Average attendance is increas- 
ing, Sindlinger said, as are admis- 
sion prices. The average person 
now spends $8.91 a year at the 
pix boxoffice instead of last year’s 
$8.52. 


Knock Out 1913 
Ohio Censorship 


Columbus, Dec. 7. 

Ohio’s 41-year-old film censor- 
ship law was knocked deader than 
a doornail by a 5-2 vote of the 
State Supreme Court last Wednes- 
day (1). But film censorship 
is not a dead issue, since it is ap- 
parent strong moves will be made 
in the next Legislature to write a 
court-proof film scissoring statute. 

The Supreme Court declared the 
1913 law “unreasonable and unlaw- 
ful.” It would have been declared 
unconstitutional if there had been 
one more vote against it, six votes 
being required for the Ohio Su- 
preme Court to declare any law 
unconstitutional. The effect 
however, the same and even C. 
William O’Neill, Ohio’s attorney 
general, advised it would be use- 
less to appeal the Ohio decision to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 








Sidney Franklin Resumes 

Old Status As Director 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

\fter 10 years as one of Holly- 

wood’s top producers, Sidney 

Franklin is returning to his old job 


director, with Metro’s high- 
budget remake of ‘“‘Ben Hur” as his 
next assignment. 


; Recently Franklin has been on a 
tong leave of absence for rest and 


recreation but returns this week for | 


conferences with Sam Zimbalist 
who will produce the picture. “Ben 
Hur, like the silent version, will 
be filmed largely in Rome. 


Schenck, Moskowitz West 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
prexy Nicholas M. 
and v.p. and treasurer 
irles C. Moskowitz are due here 
Over the weekend from New York. 
'‘S Is a periodic trip for the pair 
screenings of new product and 
talks with production chief 
re Schary on upcoming produc- 





Loew’s 
ochenck 
{ 


; 


“chenck and Moskowitz were 
‘eeded by pub-ad v.p. Howard 
and publicity manager Dan 
‘°trell who arrived early 
ek to map promotion plans for 
© new productions, 


Informs Exhibitors 


ys 





os 


Fan Mag’s Share 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Prosperity in the motion pic- 
ture industry means prosperity 
in the fan mag business, pub- 
lisher George Delacorte, Jr., 
told the Studio Publicity Direc- 
tors Committee at a luncheon 
here. 

“When people are interested 
in movies,” he said, “‘they buy- 
movie magazines. Our movie 
magazine sales are up approxi- 
mately 15° over this time last 
year.” 








Boxoffice Stars 
Hard to Sign 
In Europe, Tos 


By WHITNEY WILLIAMS 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 


availabilities isn’t confined to Hol- 
lywood but is international in 
scope, according to director Robert 
Wise’who last week returned from 





itself | 


is, | 


this | 


a year’s stay in Italy where he 


filmed Warners’ “Helen of Troy.” | 


| While _ production companies 
|here are delaying starting sched- 
‘ules, shelving pictures and confin- 
ing their release schedules because 
of the shortage of “name” players, 
Wise reports that the same condi- 





|tion prevails in Europe and the | 
problem there is almost as acute. | 
American producers who use the | 


“Let’s hire a French or 
English star,” director 
says, have a surprise coming to 
ithem when they sound out the 
| possibilities of acquiring important 
Continental players. 

| Current rages in Europe are for 
the most part booked up for many 
months to come. Among these are 
such names as Gina Lollobrigida 
| Rossana Podesta, Dany Robin, 
| Fernandel, Oskar Werner, and the 
| British stars Ralph _ Richardson, 
| Laurence Olivier, John Mills, 
| Derek Bogarde, Margaret Lock- 
wood. 

“One American producer who 
attempted to sign the English 
actor, Jack Hawkins, for a picture, 

(Continued on page 17) 


Frank McCarthy Displays 
Photostat of Dickering 
Letter From Hemingway 


The row continues over the ques- 
of whether Ernest Heming- 
way has committed himself to 
write and appear in a film to be 
produced by William Lowe and 
Frank McCarthy. As quoted in 
| VarIETY last week, Alfred Rice, at- 
torney for Hemingway, stated 
lthere’s no such commitment. He 
added that a letter written to Lowe 
|by Hemingway concerning a pic 
| project had been “disaffirmed” by 
| both Lowe and Hemingway. 

| McCarthy, who’s a producer on 
ithe 20th-Fox lot, now takes his 
| turn at bat. He offers a photo- 
static copy of the letter as purport- 
ing to show that Hemingway en- 
‘tered the agreement. It’s ad- 


platitude, 
| Italian or 





| tion 


‘essed to Lowe, signed by Hem- | +0 ove, 
dressed 4 | position as compared with sixth a 


ingway and refers to McCarthy in 
two. instances. Lowe’s signature 
also is affixed to the document 
'signifying his agreement with the 
text. 

The Hemingway letter states in 
part: “This is my agreement to 
participate in the production of a 


motion picture, which you and I} 
have discussed here (meaning 
Cuba) during the past few days, 


provided that you can secure and 
| (Continued on page 22) 


The current bottleneck of star | 


| tury’s stock block was in acknow- | 
|new 


| changes 


TAKE OVER Wr 
STOCK ROLL 


The operators of 35 independent 
| circuits have bought up Distributor 
; Corp. of America’s entire $1,000,- 
000 stock issue, Fred J. Schwartz, 
president, disclosed in N. Y. this 
week. He provided a full list, 
showing the investors to be many 
of the key theatremen of the 
country. Excluded are those 
aligned with the five major chains 




















who are under court restraint 
from investing in production. 
The exhib participants own a 


1,000,000, Schwartz underlined. 
The offering subscribed was 10,- 


stock at a par value of $100 per 
share. Minimum investment was 
$5,000. 

The preferred stock issue was 
| accompanied by a common stock 
| allocation as well, the common 
also amounting to 10,000 shares. 
Of these, 6,000 were given to the 





preferred stock buyers in a five to 


thre ratio, that is, 30 shares of 
common for every 50 shares of pre- 
ferred. 

The balance of 4,000 common 
shares were divided among Cen- 
tury Theatres, which is headed by 
Schwartz, and Charles Boasberg 
and Irving Wormser. Latter two 
are DCA’s top sales execs and re- 
ceived the stock participation as 
an employment incentive. Cen- 


(Continued on page 20) 








Code Administrator 


Geoffrey M. Shurlock 


(V.P. Mot’on Picture Ass‘n of America) 


reiterates 


The Values of the 


‘Breen’ Principle 
* * * 


one of the many editorial features 
in the upcoming 


49th Anniversary Number 
of 











total of 1,005 theatres seating over | 


000 shares of cumulative preferred | 





1S SIGN DCA 





11f American Film Comeback Induces 


Fnvy in Foreign Industries, Hence 
A New Outpour of Sour Taxes 





La Gish Returns 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
It was “long time no see” 


when Lillian Gish checked in 
at Metro to get ready for her 
role in “Cobweb.” In fact, it 
was 26 years since her last ap- 
pearance on the Culver City 
lot where she once reigned as a 


top star. 
Her last picture there was 
“The Wind.” 





+ Pride 





Zanuck Reveals 
Possible C’Scope 
Camera Change 


Work on a new form of Cinema- 


Scope, described as an “extremely | 


great improvement,” is being e¢ar- 
ried on at the 20th-Fox studio, 20th 
production topper Darryl F. Zan- 
uck disclosed in N. Y. last week. 
He stressed that, whatever the 
technique, which _ involves 
at the camera, it would 
not affect the current method of 
projection C’Scope and would re- 
tain the 35m frame of the print 
going to the theatres. 
the new development, still in the 
experimental stages, would be un- 
veiled in 1955 and would prove “a 
great asset to CinemaScope.” 


The 20th studio head said he 


knew of no plans to make a pic-' 


ture on 70m widegauge film. Prior 
to the advent of C’Scope, 20th had 
revived experiments with an old 
system of widegauge filming, but 
that this had been dropped when 
C’Scope came along. 

In N. Y. this week, 20th engin- 
eers indicated that the idea of pre- 


senting a picture on wide film was | 


VARIETY by no means dead; that experi- 
os c ments with it were continuing in 
OUT SOON (Continued on page 61) 
+ 


Zanuck said | 





key cities and usual letdown after 
a holiday week are taking a box- 
office toll this round. In addition, 





many keys had to contend with 
severe cold weather and snow. 
| Most exhibitors are going aiong 
with their current product even 


when on overly extended longruns, 
awaiting the arrival of better days 
|jater in December. :. , «4 


| For the sixth ‘stahza fn Succes- 
sion, “White Christmas” (Par) is 
pacing the field and again by a 


healthy margin. ‘In some cities, it 
is the only pic to be doing. con- 
sistently strong trade. Showing 
again is almost 100° from hold- 
over engagements and extended- 
run dates. 
“Desiree” (20th) continues 
previous two weeks. 
| going to “Last Time I Saw Paris’ 
(M-G), again making it the second 
time it has finished there. 
“Carmen Jones” (20th) con- 
tinues to climb, moving to fourth 
(Indie 


week “Cinerama” 


again 


ago 
is fifth. 
“Phfff” (Col) is pushing up into 
sixth place. It was eighth last ses- 
ision. “Star Is Born” (WB) also 1s 
climbing to take seventh money. 
“Barefoot Contessa” (UA) is 
winding in eighth position while 
“Drum Beat” (WB) rounds out the 
Big Nine list currently. ‘Track of 
| Cat” (WB), although very spotty 
}and mostly disappointing, and “Sa- 





in | 
second place, the same as in the | 
Third spot is | 


e . . 
Early Xmas shopping in many | 





| 


| 
| 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Pre-Xmas Bops Trade; ‘Christmas’ No. 1 for 6th 
Time; ‘Desiree’ 2d, ‘Paris’ 3d, ‘Carmen’ 4th 


brina” (Par) are the two runner-up 
pix. Latter has finished most: of 
its principal playdates in the big- 
ger key cities. 

Few new pix naturally are being 


launched at the present time. 
“They Rode West” (Col) proved 
good on its preem in Providence 


“This Is My Love” (RKO) ranges 
from so-so to light currently. 
‘'Frouble in Glen” (Rep), too, is 
spotty cn two initial dates. “Reap 
Wild Wind” (Par), out on reissue, 
is proving big in Chi. 

**“On Waterfront” 
three keys covered by Variety 
this session, is fine in N.Y., good 
in Balto and okay in Washington. 
“Mr. Hulot’s Holiday” (GBD) is 
rated brisk in Chi, 

“Rear Window” (Par), okay in 
Balto and good in Seattle, shapes 
fine in Washington. ‘‘Dragnet”’ 
(WB) looms solid in Montreal. 

“She-Wolf” (Rep), good in Seat- 
tle, shapes nicely in L.A. “Sitting 
Bull” (UA) looks okay in N.Y. and 
Washingten. “High and Dry” (U), 
good CC. oke in N.Y. and 
Frisco. 

*Karamoja”’ 


(Col), only in 


in is 


Indie) shapes socko 


in Minneapolis. “4 Guns to Bord- 
er” (U) is okay in Frisco. “Crest 
of Wave” (M-G) looks slight in 
Philly 

‘“Ucetsu” (Indie), gocd in Wash- 
ngton, is fine in Frisco. “Beau 
Brummell” (M-G) looms mild in 
Omaha and Portland 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports 


on Pages 8-9) 


and common sense are 
|waging a see-saw battle in the 
|minds of industry execs these days 


las they beam over the improved 
'grosses of the past couple of 
months. While, on one _ hand, 
they’d like to shout Hollywood’s 


| “comeback” from the rooftops, on 
the other they’re conscious of the 
reaction, both foreign and domes- 
tic. 

| Abroad, the economic success of 
; the industry is a matter of much 


l|envy, particularly since very few 
of the foreign industries manage 


to make their own markets cover 
| the cost of local productions. Their 
| execs, therefore, tend to pick up 
;}and exaggerate an_ oft-sounded 
|note: That the American industry 
iis doing well because it drains 
such a large quantity of dollars 
{from its overseas markets. 

They therefore take careful note 
of statements such as the one by 
Eric Johnston two months ago on 
the Coast, that the industry’s ratio 
of foreign to domestic income rises 

(Continued on page 20) 





Allied Alibis Its 


Pow-In-Kisser 


Minneapolis, Dee. 7. 

Hitting out, apparently, at cers 
,tain local and other important ex- 
hibitors who have been deploring 
its “belligerency” and taking steps 
|to effect the formation of a rival 
Theatre Owners of America unit, 
North Central Allied in its current 
bulletin throws down the gauntlet 
to its critics and declares em- 
phatically it'll continue to be “a 
fighting outfit.” 

While barbs are aimed mainly at 
|exhibs who disagree with its war- 
ring on distributors, including the 

(Continued on page 63) 
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Showmen's Imaginations Rocking; 
What Goes (Down Drain) If Big 


Features Dont Do Sock Business? 





As film budgets continue to¢ 
spiral into the stratosphere, ob- | - ‘ 
servers are beginning to show| Guibble Over Kinescopes 


more than passing concern over | 
the realism of the industry’s new | 
“high, wide and handsome” look. | 

There’s no denying that even the 
big features earn costs back—if 
they’re successful at home and | 
abroad. But the risks involved in| 
possible failure to do anything | 
short of sock business are grow- 
ing along with the upswing in 
budgets. 

The answer, as these 
see it, is a combination of 
show and harder selling if these 
high-budgeters are to be put over 
the tpp. It also implies a greater 
concentration on the key money- 
making houses. 

Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox pro- 





tradesters 


duction head, told VARIETY in 
N. Y. last week that production 
costs on the new 20th features had | 
risen 60% over the pre-Cinema- | 
Scope era. ‘“There’s No Business | 
Like Show Business,” as an ex- 
ample, cost in excess of $3,000,- | 
000. Adding to this the print cost, | 


which runs to about $600,000, dis- 
tribution fee, $1,000,000 in ad-pub 
expenditures, etc., the picture will 
have to take in 
it begins to show a profit. 

But “Show Business” is compara- 
tively small potatoes. “A Star Is 
Born” has a nut of some $8,000,000 
to overcome. “The Ten Command- 
ments,” the upcoming Cecil B. 
DeMille epic, will cost around $8,- 
000,000. The projected “War and 
Peace,” which Mike Todd plans to 
make, has a budget estimate of 

7,500,000; the “Birth of a Nation” 

remake, with $750,000 reportedly 
spent on book and title alone, is 
sure to run into many millions, 
etc. 

Some industry execs feel there’s 
a definite limit in the present mar- 
ket on how much a picture can 
earn, and they hold that the per- 
centage of hits and misses, while 
somewhat changed due to the new 
systems, still favors the misses. 
They warn that someone may 
eventually get badly hurt in over- 
estimating what the global b.o. 
traffic can bear. 





Short Story Writer Sues, 
Charges ‘Little Fugitive’ 
Lift From Magazines 


“Little Fugitive,” an offbeat 
film about a child lost at Coney 
Island, was lifted from two of his | 


magazine stories, writer 
Gomberg charged Monday (10) in 
a $300,000 infringement suit filed 
in N. Y. Federal Court. Named de- 
fendants in the action are Joseph 


Burstyn Inc., distributor of the 
picture; Little Fugitive Inc., pro- 
ducers Morris Engel and _ Ray 
Ashley as well as co-director Ruth 
Orkin. Ashley is credited with 
wriiing the screenplay. 

Gomberg, who also wants an 
accounting plus damages of not 


less than $250 for eaeh alleged in- 
fringement, asserts that ‘‘Fugitive” 
was pirated from his 1947 Collier’s 


mag yarn, “The Shrimp,” and an- 
other piece of his, “The Rest 
Cure,” which ran in Cosmopolitan 


the same vear. Defendants, accord- 
ing to the complaint, converted the 
stories for their own use ard 
plagiarized a “substantial portion” 


from them. Picture, incidentally, 
was first shown in the U. S. in 
1953. 





PAGNOL’S ‘WINDMILL’ 
READIED FOR U. 5. 


Marcel 
My 


Pagnol’s ‘Letters from 
Windmill,” edited with a spe- 


cial view towards release in the| 
U. S., has been acquired by Tohan 
Pictures, headed up by Herbert 


Sleinmann. 
The film, based on the Alphonse 


Daudet novel, has been cut to 130} 
minutes for its American release 
trom the original 180 minutes. 
Preston Sturges is currently in 
Paris supervising the making of 
the foreign version which is due 
in N. Y. next week. English titles 
for the pic were prepared jointly 


by Pagnol and Sturges. 


road- | 


| pictures” 


$8,500,000 before | 


Seymour | 


Balks Columbia Buy Of 


Hemingway ‘Trees’ Novel 


Columbia has a deal on to buy 
the screen rights to Ernest 


ingway’s ‘Across the River. and 


Into the Trees.’ Basis of the ac- 
quisition is a guarantee of $100,- 
000 against a percentage of the 
gross. 


However, a part of the contract 
is developing into a controversy, 
|reportedly over the specific mean- 
ing of “motion picture rights.” 
is said to be insisting that kine- 
i|scopes of any live television show 
based on the property are “motion 
and as such should come 
under Col’s control. 

Hemingway’s reps take the op- 
posite stand, contending that tv in 


any form is separate and apart 
from pic production. , 
Outcome of the differences on 


this one point is not expected to 
|upset the deal for Col’s purchase 
of the story. 


KING BROS. DECLARES 
5c DIVVY, ITS FIRST 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

For the first time in its history 
King Bros. Productions, Inc., has 
declared a dividend. It amounts 
to five cents a share, payable Jan. 
10, 1955, to stockholders of record 
Dec. 22, 1954. 

Frank King, 
pany, stated that its financial posi- 
tion is solid, with cash and re- 





He also disclosed that gross film 
rentals for the fiscal year ending 
Aug. 31 amounted to $1,920,917 as 
against $548,253 for the previous 
fascal year. 





HUGHES CASE DRAGS ON 


| Judge Won’t Dismiss—Reich Wins 
His Point 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 

The U. S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals for the ninth district has de- 
nied a motion.to dismiss the mi- 
nority stockholder suit filed by Eli 
and Marion Castleman and Louis 
Feuerman against Howard Hughes 
j}and RKO. Ruling indicates more 
litigation in the long battle 
stockholders. 

Attorneys 





for the Castlemans 
and Feuerman had asked the 
pellate division to dismiss an ap- 
peal taken by Beverly Hills attor- 
ney Bernard Reich from dismissal 
of the suit by Federal Judge Har- 
| rison on Sept. 27. It was contended 


that Reich had been discharged by | 
the defendants and had no author- | 


file such an appearance. 
| Court agreed with Reich’s claim 
that he represents all the stock- 
holders and that his primary re- 


ity to 


| sponsibility was to expose alleged | 


fraud and collusion. 





Lawyer Leppert Readies 


His Spanish Feature 
New Orleans, Dec. 7. 
George Leppert, lawyer-prexy of 
newly-formed indie film 
here, Draw Poker Films, Inc., left 
Saturday (4) fcr Pasadena, to 
negotiate contracts with vet char- 
acter actors Oliver Prickett and 
Morris Ankrum, who will be fea- 
tured in firm’s initial production 
to be filmed in Spain this spring. 
Leppert will also confer with 
Ed Ainsworth, his scripter, in 
Hollywood. He leaves for Madrid 
Jan, 1 to complete plans with 
technicians in Spain. 


Oscar Stalks Shorts 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 


j}and Sciences mailed out entry 
| blanks to producers of short sub- 


jects for consideration as .Oscar 
candidates Deadline is Jan. 3. 

Major and indie producers were 
urged to deliver their films 


promptly for preliminary 


| ing. 


Hem- | 


Col | 


head of the com- | 


ceivables amounting to $285,857, | 
compared with $42,984 a year ago. | 


of | 


ap- | 


outfit. | 


screen- | 





| NY Herold Tribune Syndicated 
Column’st 


Hy Gardner 


in his excellent bestseller, 
"Champagne Before Breakfast" 
has a humorous chapter on 


What's an Actor? 


* * * 


| a bright byline piece in the 
forthcoming 
| 49th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 


| is 











4US. Distribs 
Jointiy Erecting 
Brazil Exchange 


As part of a plan to reduce for- 
eign distribution costs, four U. S 
distributors have joined iy a proj- 
ect to build a joint film exchange 
building in Brazil. 

That's the second such venture 
to be undertaken by the companies. 


The first is in Indonesia, where 
the distribs are obligated under 
their agreement with the Indone- 


| sian government to erect exchange 
| facilities. Country is very short on 
housing facilities. 

The Brazil project involves Uni- 
versal, Columbia, Warner Bros. and 
20th-Fox. It’s expected to cost in 
excess of $200,000. However, the 
companies seem to feel that it’s a 
sound investment of their blocked 
cruzeiros. Operational savings also 
are expected to result from this 
merger of facilities. Each outfit 
will continue to work as a strictly 
separate entity. Some other dis- 
tribs were invited to join, but re- 
fused. 

Proposal to combine shipping 
facilities, particularly in the small- 
er territories, has come up from 
time to time over the past few 
| years, particularly in answer to the 
| threat of rising distribution costs. 
Metro and 20th-Fox have gone 
pee ways towards solving the 
| problem by handling one another’s 
| product in certain territories. How- 
| ever, on the whole, the companies 
| have shied away from mergers. 





20-Year Tax Moratorium 
_ Durango (Mex) Comeon 
For a Picture Studio 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

As an incentive to American film 
makers, Gov. Enrique Torres 
Sanches has offered a 20-year tax 
moratorium to any producer who 
| will build a motion picture studio 
in Durango. Mexico. 

Offer was made through Joel 
Rosas, director of tourist traffic in 
Durango. A studio there would not 
only attract tourists but would pro- 
vide jobs for workmen. 





Trans-Lux 15¢ Divvy 


Ecard of directors of Trans-Lux 
|Corp. declared a 15¢e per share 
dividend on the company’s stock 
last week, 

Coin is payable Dec. 20 to all 
stoekholders -of record Dec. 13. 


— 


N. Y. to Europe 
George Black 
Geraldine Brooks 
John Byram 
Jeannie Carson 
Betty Comden 
John Davis 
Bernard Delfont 
John Ford 
Edward P. Morgan 
Elliott Nugent 
Brian Roxbury 
Muriei Smith 
Vaughn Williams 


Europe to N.Y. 
Sonia Arova 
Wilson Barrett 
Guido Cantelli 
Robert Clark 
Stubby Kaye 
Moura Lympany 
H. J. G. Newman 
Alexander Paal 
Otto Preminger 
George Simenon 
David Whitfield 











Disney a Name-Dropper 
And the Names Are Those 
Of His Theatre Releases 


By GENE ARNEEL 


Five shows in the Disneyland tv 
series on ABC have made it clear 
in the picture business that Walt 
Disney is a name dropper, the 
names being the titles of his theat- 
rical films. The producer plugs 
away for exhibitiow of his pix via 
pictorial analyses on how they’re 
actually lensed plus straight com- 
mercials. 

At this point the series ; well 
established as a unique merger of 
tv and pictures for the mutual ad- 
vantage of both. The ratings re- 
flect the wide penetration which 
the programs have achieved. Pic 
tradesters opine it would be a 
toughie to measure the boxoffice 
impact inherent in the spotlighting 
of the new product for theatres. 
That there is a_ hefty payoff, 
though, seems for sure, they add. 

Outside of one or two straight 
plugs, Disney’s attention to his 
theatrical wares is not 
“sell.” The behind-the-scenes ma- 


terial on how the cameramen Op- | 


erate, for example, make _ for 
straight entertainment. Yet, of 
course, it can’t fail to stir interest 
in the finished product in its en- 
tirety. 

As for the unadulterated puff 
stuff, here’s an example of a plug 
set for airing on tonight’s (Wed.) 
edition: ‘“‘Walt Disney’s production 
of Jules Verne’s fabulous adven- 
ture story ‘20,000 Leagues Under 
the Sea’—in CinemaScope—will 
open Christmas week in 60 leading 
cities.” 
upon listed and the title and open- 
ing week repeated. 


HAROLD ROME MAY 
CLEF LITVAK FILM 


Deal is in the works for Harold 
Rome, composer-lyricist of the 
Broadway hit, “Fanny,” to perform 
the same duties for the first of the 
three pictures which Anatole Lit- 
vak will deliver to United Artists. 
This will be Rome’s first excursion 
into films. 

Rome has been associated with 
such Broadway tuners as ‘Wish 
You Were Here,” “‘Call Me Mister,” 
“Pins and Needles,” and others. 
Under the arrangement for the 
film, Rome would work much in 
the manner as he does for a Broad- 
way show. He'll be closely asso- 
ciated with the scripter, as yet un- 
selected, and provide the tunes to 
fit the story line instead of writ- 
ing a series of unrelated songs. 
Picture will be filmed abroad, 
either in Paris or Rome. 











COLDER ALL WAYS 


Deal in France Hints 
Odlum Chill On 


Disney’s 


Proof positive that the deal for 
Floyd Odlum to take over RKO 
from Heward Hughes is now stone 
cold was seen last week with the 
assignment of two Disney pix to 
George Lourau, leading French 
producer-distrib. 

Lourau, who is currently in 
N. Y., acquired the films, $20,000 
Leagues Below the Sea” and 
“The Vanishing Prairie,’ for dis- 
tribution in France and Belgium. 
Releases are being handled in the 
U. S. by Disney’s Bueno Vista Dis- 
tributing Corp. 

Reasoning is that, were there 
still a chance for Odium to get 
RKO, Disney wouldn’t have made 
the Lourau deal. Odlum is a major 


shareholder in the Disney org. 
Therefore, it’s figured, if Odlum 


did get RKO, the chances are good 
that the Disney outfit would return 
to the RKO fold which then would 
handle the pix worldwide. 





N. Y. to L. A. 
Charles Boyer 
‘Howard Dietz 
Roy O. Disney 
Judith Evelyn 
Eddie Fisher 
Charlton Heston 
Cyril James 
Jack Mills 
Paula Morgan 
Carol Ohmart 
Johnnie Ray 


obvious | 


The cast names are there- | 


Who'd Get What 
Tax Benefits From 


Odlum-RKO Buy? 


Suggestion has been made 
within the film business that RKO 
| Pictures Corp., whose control is 
(being angled for by Floyd Odlum, 
may not have vast tax-saving ad- 
vantages after all; RKO Radio, 
| which is the production-distribu- 
ition company owned 100% by 
Howard Hughes, actually has all 
| these benefits. 
| Odlum, who’s head of Atlas 
|Corp., an investment trust, has 
| stated he’s out to take over RKO 
| Pictures, in part because of a 
|c2pital loss carry forward of $20,- 
| 000,000. In other words, the hefty 
| deficit sustained in recent years 
|could be used to offset whatever 
| profits are earned in the near 
future, for tax purposes. To ac- 
complish this, Odlum must obtain 
control and place the corporation 
|into some kind of business en- 
| deavor, since all of it now is a 
corporate entity with cash, about 
$15,000,000, as its only asset. 

Atlas owns 1,200,000 shares of 
| RKO Pictures, Hughes holds about 
1.262,000 shares, and the balance 
of under 500,000 shares is held by 
the public. Hughes so far has re- 
fused to okay Odlum’s takeover 
and at the same time has refrained 
from cashing in his stock, as has 
been his privilege, at $6 per share. 
At an Atlas stockholders’ meeting 
|in N.Y. last week, Odlum said he 
agree to 
by 





| believed Hughes would 
| Odlum’s management control 
Dec. 1 


Some N. Y. pic execs who have 
known RKO from the inside 
| through the years say the fiscalis- 
| tics are plenty tricky. No doubt 
|about that. And they pose the 
| heretofore unheard of theory that 
| Hughes is holding the trump cards. 
| curred the $20,000,000 in losses 
} ary. It was RKO Radio that in- 
| company; RKO Radio the subsidi- 
| RKO Pictures was the holding 
;}and reported them up to RKO 
Pictures. Now, both are separate 
; entities. So which of the two has 
| the privilege of balancing future 
| profits against the big losses of the 
| past to take advantage of the loss 
carry forward section of the tax 
| Laws? 

It has been assumed right along 
'that the holding company fell heir 
|to such benefit. And because of 
|this, Odlum has paid over $6 per 

share in acquiring his stock block 
j aithough the stock, if it were to 
| be redeemed, would return him 
| $6 flat. 

Say the film men who allegedly 
are in the know; RKO Radio is 
the company that had the losses 
and, since it’s still in business, is 
the one with the tax saving privi- 
leges. There’s a rub. The company 
must rack up some profits before 
there can be any tax saving. And 
the Hughes operation is continu- 
ing in the red. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Jess Barker 

Paul Birch 

Daniel J. Bloomgardea 
Roy M. Brewer 
Hoagy Carmichael 
Gary Cooper 
Percy Faith 

Jose Ferrer 
Robert Francis 
Reginald Gardiner 
Bernard Girard 
Barbara Lawrence 
Francis Lederer 
Al Lichtman 

Art Linkletter 
Joshua Logan 
William Lundigan 
Tony Martin 
Kenneth MacKenng 
Carmen Miranda 
William J. Moclair 
Sam Nathanson 
Paul Newman 
George Nichols 
Cathy O’Donnell 
Jean Peters 

Roger Pryor 

Louis de Rochemont 
Eva Marie Saint 
Joe Shribman 
Louis Smith 

Rod Steiger 

Mary Ellen Terry 





Pete Robeck | 
Leon Roth | 
Ed Sullivan | 
Dan Terrell 

E. C. Walker 


Lew Wasserman 
Franz Waxman 
Robert Wells 
May Wynn 

Ben Yost 
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Levy- Schimel Finalizing ‘Wide Areas STFS ale F 


Of Agreement’ on Arbitration Plan 


The  exhibitor-distributor 
committee on arbitration is ready 
study a draft .‘“on the wide 
areas of agreement.” Following a 
meeting in 
(6), the 
Herman M. 
of America 


to 


committee authorized 
Levy, Theatre Owners 
general counsel, and 
Adolph Schimel, Universal’s gen- 
eral counsel, to reduce to “final 
writing’ the subjects on which 
agreement had been reached. Pair 
were also instructed to submit a 
conciliation plan. 

Both the arbitration draft and 
the conciliation plan will be sub- 
mitted to the full exhib-distrib 
sub-committee on Jan. 17 for ap- 
proval. The original purpose of 
Mondav’s meeting was to iron out 
differences on the’ subject of 
damages. However, the official 
handout, via the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, made no men- 
tion of any decision on this matter. 
The wording of “wide areas of 
agreement” leads to the supposi- 
tion that there’s still not complete 
harmony on all arbitrabie topics. 
“Both sides expressed satisfaction 
with the great progress made” at | 
the meeting, according to the | 
MPAA. 

Attending the confab were S. 
H. (Si) Fabian, Mitchell Wolfson, 
Max Cohen, Leo Brecher, and 
Levy from exhibition; and Abe 
Montague, Charles Reagan, Wil- 
liam Gehring, Robert Perkins, 
Austin C. Keough, and Schimel 
from distribution. 


Milestone’s “The Widow’ 
Out of Funds in Italy; 
Finished, Half-Edited 








sub- + 


New York on Monday | 


| 
| 
| 


Frank Braden Circusing 
Martin-Lewis’ Next Pic 
Frank Braden, press rep _ for 
Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey, 
has joined Paramount temporarily 
on a “loanout.” He’s going to 
work on the campaign for “Three 
Ring Circus,” Hal Wallis produc- 
tion with Dean Martin and Jerry 
Lewis. Other circus fiacks will be 
hired for field promotion, accord- 
ing to Par 
Braden did 


special promotion 


work on “Greatest Show on Earth” 
for Par a couple of years ago. 





Latex Included, 
Stanley Warner 


Nets $1,770,100 


Stanley Warner Corp. racked up 
a net profit of $1,770,100 for the 
fiscal year ended Aug. 28, 1954. 


+ 
| 
| & 


| 
| 


on 
| 


Rt 














OR TYRO 1 


United Artists taking an _in- 
creasingly active role in the devel- 
opment of producers to the extent 
that newcomers without actual pro- 
duction experience are being 
handed full financial backing plus 
a distribution deal. Policy calls 
for the abecedarians to turn out 
product “at a price,” that is, at 
unelaborate cost levels. Aimed 
for are commensurately modest 
profits while the tyros are being 
groomed for the bigtime. In part, 
it’s UA’s way of building important 
producer alignments for the future. 

Company wants to maintain a 
pace of 20 to 24 “A” pix annually 


is 


i from such established operators as 


| Robert Rossen, 
| Anatole 


| that 


Total was determined after the de- | 


duction of $3,476,400 for deprecia- 
tion and amortization, $1,725,000 
for Federal income taxes, and 
$100,000 for contingencies. The 
profit is equivalent to 80c per 


share on the 2,218,520 shares of | 


Faced with a lack of funds, the | 


| company 
| However, 


Italo-American coproduction ‘‘The 
Widow,’ completed and_ half-cut, 
has been temporarily abandoned, 
Gene Milford, film editor, reported | 
in N.Y. Monday (6) on his return 
from Rome. 

Pic stars Patricia Roc, Akim 
Tamiroff, Anna Maria Ferraro and 
Maxamo Serrata. It was directed 
by Lewis Milestone. Producer was 
John Nasht, with Venturini the 


Italian partner who went bankrupt. | 


Milford said the production team 
had a commitment for two with 
RKO, one of which—‘‘Cartouche” 
~—had been delivered. The second, 
titled “The Sinners,” has been de- 
layed by lack of funds. It was due 
for location lensing in Egypt. 

Trouble with Italo production is 
the haphazard way in which films | 
are being shot, with no one worry- 
ing about dialog 
Milford, who cut 
front,’ opined. 
rectors were sloppy in running 
their show, with actors throwing 
out careless lines which later have 
to be rectified via dubbing. “It’s 


“On the Water- 


synchronization, | 


| bilities of $11,846,400. 
| amounted 
| Fabian stressed 
| all current liabilities.” 


| 
| 


He said Italian di- | 


never very satisfactory,’ he added. 

At the same time, Milford noted 
great enthusiasm among _ Italian | 
film folk. “The atmosphere some- 
what resembles Hollywood in the 
early and middle thirties,’ he 
found. 





LOUIS WOLFSON’S STAKE 


Louis Wolfson, Florida theatre- 
owner and transit financier 
been engaging in the Montgomery 


Ward stock battle, has a stake in 
“Long John Silver,” which Joseph 
Kaufman produced for Distribu- 
ton Corp. of America. Kaufman, | 
— Fox and DCA are other fiscal 
participants, 

Film's “first” money, amounting 
to $250,000, was put up by 20th. 
Company has Eastern Hemisphere 
rights and will recoup from the 
Cistribution coin abroad. Wolfson 


and DCA _ contributed $235,000 
each and Kaufman ante’d $50,000. 
lt stacks up as unusual pic fi- 
neing in that no banking sources 
‘re tapped for any part of the 
roduction§ fund. The $770,000 
‘rom Wolfson, 20th, BA and 
1ufman 


IN ‘LONG JOHN SILVER’ 


who's | 


represents tte wegative 


In- 
is a 
of fixed 


common stock outstanding. 
cluded in the overall profit 
gain of $74,000 from sales 
assets. 

Since this is the company’s first 
full fiscal year 
it took over 
Warner Bros. 


the theatre assets of 
on March 1, 1953, no 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of operation since | 
and 
tions, continues in pursuit of RKO | 


comparison is made with the profit | 


of the when the 
operated by WB. 
the annual report to 
stockholders notes that the com- 
pany’s first accounting period, the 
26-week stanza ended Aug. 29, 
1953, showed a consolidated loss 
of $970,000 of which $649,800 was 
due to the sale of theatres and 
other properties. 

In the report, SW prexy S. H. 
(Si Fabian pointed up the com- 
pany’s “sound financial position,” 


previous 
was 


year 


Hecht-Lancaster, 
Joseph Mankiewicz, 
Litvak, ete. This is the 
major’ program. The producer- 
talent develcpment is an aside to it. 

It was under this company policy 
Samuel Goldwyn Jr. was 
signed by UA last week. During 
a Coast visit, UA v.p. Max E. Young- 
stein was advised of young Gold- 
wyn’s desire to segue into indie 
production, after a number of 
months in the telepix field. Young- 
stein was convinced that Goldwyn 
had a few story properties of ap- 
parently worthwhile potential and 

(Continued on page 16) 


Stanley Kramer, 





Hyman Breathes 


Hard for RKO : 


Eliot Hyman, 
partner in 


tv film distributor 


Moulin Produc- 


been a 
Howard 


there’s 
switch. 


Radio but now 
double-pronged 


Hughes appears to be showing in- | 
terest in selling out and the First | 


| National Bank of Boston is in the 


i who sat in in Hughes’ 


noting current assets (as of Aug. 28, | 


54) of $25,835,300 and current lia- 
The cash 
to $12,206,100 which 
All proper- 
Fabian said, were free of 
(Continued on page 20) 


ties, 


picture. 


What was described as a meet-| 
the | 


ing of major importance on 
matter took place in N. Y. this 
week with the participants, along 
with Hyman, including Serge Se- 
menecko, as First of Boston’s rep, 
and Greg Bautzer, Coast attorney 
behalf. 

If there’s to be a firm deal, basis 
of it would be a payoff of $24,000,- 
000 to Hughes, presumably 


/long-term basis. 


“was in excess of | 


i rical 


Hyman’s aim is to nab the RKO | 
library for tv licensing and the} 
company’s new product for theat- 
release. 


ENT 


on a} 


UA GROOMS YOUNG PRODUCERS 











Moclair’s Booking Lineup 
For Roxy, New York City 
New lineup of 20th-Fox Cinema- 


Scope films has been booked to. 
the Roxy Theatre, N.Y., William J. 


Moclair, managing director of the 
house, reported upon return to 
Gotham from the National Thea- 


tres conference in L.A. 
“There’s No Business Like Show 


Business” is the holiday pic, to be 
followed by “The Racers,” “Un- 
tamed,” “A Man Called Peter,” 
“Daddy Long Legs” and “The 
Seven Year Itch.” 





Europe's Print 
Shortage Being 
Beat by 20th 


Installation of magnetic striping 
and recording equipment in dub- 
bing studios abroad along with the 
addition of a striping machine at 





/the DeLuxe Laboratories, N. Y.., 
are seen as important steps in 
breaking 20th-Fox print bottle- 


neck abroad. 

One of the main difficulties to 
date has been the limited avail- 
bility of striping and sound-trans- 
fer machinery, with 20th’s Coast 
studio carrying the brunt of the 
|work since all the foreign print 
' work had to be done there. 
Striping and recording equip 
|ment is now in French and Ger- 


soon in Italy, too. This will en- 
able 20th to send “silent” 
to these countries. Dubbed-in 
sound will be added there. 

; In N. Y. last week, Darryl F. 
;Zanuck, 20th v. p. in charge 
production, reported a “severe” 
print shortage in Britain. He said 
|20th and Eastman Kodak were 
|vorking hard to arrive at a solu- 
{tion. One of the possibilities, he 
lsaid, was the manufacture of a 
| perfect dupe negative which could 
then be sent to the British Tech- 
nicolor plant for processing. 

It’s understood that, even though 
work on this project is well ad- 
| vanced, it may well take another 
year before a quality dupe nega- 
tive can be achieved. Meanwhile, 
Zanuck is also toying with the ide: 
| (Continued on page 6) 
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; |pe als in Albany upheld N. Y. State 


What's With Hal Makelim Plan? 
3d Sales Boss Now Moves In 


+ 


Many changes in the plans and 
personnel of the Hal R. Makelim 
organization has theatrenren won- 
dering whether the producer will 
ever get off the ground with his 
so-called exhibitor guarantee plan. 
The plan, officially backed by 
\llied States Assn., was first pro- 
mulgated last April 6. It provided 
for exhibitors to sign in advance 
for a total of 12 pictures which 
Makelim said he would deliver at 
the rate of one a month. There 
were to be 2,500 charter members 
who would receive the Makelim 
pix at flat rentals and then would 
share in the profits from additional 
bookings. 

Although a associate 


Makelim 


ccently stated that the producer 
had all the money necessary to 
make the first three pictures, it is 


known that Makelim approached 
Allied leaders Trueman Rembusch 
and Horace Adams to invest in his 
company. Speculation is that 
Makelim is employing the signed 
contracts to obtain bank financing 
for the pictures, but that the banks 
are not going for the idea as ex- 
pected. Feeling is they’re not in- 
terested in playdates, but what 
first money is available. 

Allied has thoroughly investi- 
gated Makelim and has found his 
integrity of high 
calibre. “He had a failure,” said 
an Allied leader, “but he paid all 
his debts.” Makelim’s failure to 
Start production is not causing 
undue concern among Alliedites. 
Many members of the exhib org 
did not favor the plan and only 
gave it “lip service’ to go along 
with the organization’s leaders. 
As one dissident put it: “Even if it 
flops, it will have served a useful 

(Continued on page 20) 


Lester Martin Scores; 
Enigmatic on His Goal 
Within Col Management 





Lester Martin, minority Colum- 
bia stockholder, scored another 
round in his court bout with the 


corporation but still is not tipping 
on whether he’d like to take a di- 
rect hand in Col’s affairs. In N.Y. 
this week, Martin, queried as to 
whether he’s aiming for a seat on 
the board of directors, parried that 
such a spot hasn’t been offered to 
him. 

Late last week, the Court of Ap- 
Supreme Court and Appellate Divi- 
sion rulings giving Martin the 
right to inspect Col’s books. The 
dissident’s action was based on the 


allegation that Col management 
wasn’t doing right by the stock- 


holders. 

Martin said he now controls 60,- 
000 shares, a sizable block since 
Coel’s tetal outstanding shares as of 

(Continued on page 16) 


TURNER SHELTON VICE 
ANDY SMITH WITH USA 


Washington, Dec. 7. 

Andrew W. Smith Jr. has bowed 
out as chief of the Motion Picture 
Service of the U. S. Information 
Agency, having completed his one- 
year term in _ office. Formerly 
sales v.p. of 20th-Fox, the exec in- 
tends to segue back to private en- 
terprise, perhaps the picture busi- 
ness again. 

New head of the film division is 
Turner B. Shelton, heretofore as- 
sistant to Smith. Jack S. Connolly 
continues as chief of domestic pro- 





duction, including mewsreels and 
special events 

Shelton at one time was aide to 
the late Carter Barron, Loews 
Theatres division manager and 
Metro’s liaison with official Wash- 
ington. He has been an associate 
director of the Treasury Dept., 
produced shorts in California, and 
was a production advisor to thes 
State Dept. 

Named assistant to Shelton 1s 
Anthony Guraco, formerly chiel 
administration officer of the Office 


of War Informaton. 
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There’s No Business | lin’s viewpoint, they're all a song- The Atomic Kid those that star in it will not be | as the camera chases the different 
Like Show Business plugger’s delight: ‘‘Alexander’s compared unfavorably. te oe individuals through the streets of 

or tae or = Ragtime Band” gets done up in : : 1939 version was geared to both} the city, 

(MUSICAL-COLOR-C’SCOPE) | Super-spectrums and in UN man- ao ee aoe Rooney comedy |the outdoor and regular feature To the credit of the dubbing job 
Sevihe Bettin’s off te shew —| 2° with a variety of nationalistic ; attraction markets, this 1954 entry|is the fact that the American 
biz + up in fancy C’Scope | reprises, from Tyrolean to Scotch | Repulite release 48 Mickes ' Reoney is mostly slanted to the western | voices appear to fit the characters 
trimmings af sesusibaed ny |to French to concert grand piano} (Maurice Duke) production. Stars| feature field and has been so well portrayed. Both the Italian thesps 
~— - gs. g it treatment. It’s successively staged, | Ges,” Gireiies be tas ee fashioned that it should have and the American voices perform 
smasi. with all the trimmings, first by | Soyeenpiay. Benedict Precdman and Jona | Strong appeal to the action fan.| capably. Pietro Germi’s direction 


20th-Fox release of Darryl F. Zanuck’s 
(Sol C. Siegel) CinemaScope production of 
Irving Berlin’s musical. Stars Ethel Mer- 
man, Donald O’Connor, Marilyn Monroe, 
Dan Dailey, Johnnie Ray, Mitzi Gaynor. 
Directed Walter Lang. Screenplay. 





by 
Phoebe and Henry Ephron, from original 


by Lamar Trotti; songs, Irving Berlin; 


camera (DeLuxe), Leon Shamroy; dances, | 


Robert Alton; music, Alfred and Lionel 
Newman: vocal arrangements, Ken Darby. 


Hal Schaefer; orchestrations, Bernard 
Mayers. Edward B. Powell, Herbert Spen- 
cer, Earle Hagen; special effects, Ray 
Kellogg: film editor, Robert Simpson: 
asst. director, Ad Schaumer. Tradeshown 
N.Y.. Dec. 3, °54. Running time, 117 MINS. 
Molly Donahue Ethel Merman 


Tim Donahue Donald O’Connor 


Vicky sory Marilyn Monroe 
Terrance Donahue ........ Dan Dosey 
ee eee eT tre Johnnie Ray 
Katy Donahue _ Mitzi Gaynor 
Lew Harris . Richard Eestham 
CHarTies. GIDDS acco aceesc's Hugh O’Brien 
Eddie Duggan .......+0¢- Frank McHiuch 
Father Dineen Rhys Williams 
Marge re Lee Patrick 
Helen—Hat Check Girl.. Eve Mille: 
Lillian Sawyer . Robin Raymond 
Stage Manager os syle Talbo 
Kelly—Stage Doorman...George Me'fo: 

Katy’s Boy Friend...... Alvy Moere 
SO eT etre Chick Ch ‘er 
RPARCe ENSOCCOP inc coca cue wn Henry Siaie 
PFGRDINMOD: oo ke 60st betas Nolan Leary 


eo Ae ee Gavin Gordon 
Katy (Ace 4) Mimi Gibson 
Be Oe: ee Linda Lowell 
Steve (Age 2) .ccccsvcrscvce John Potter 
Steve (Age 6) Jimmy Baird 


Steve (Age 10).. 
Tim (Age 2) 
Tim (Age 6) 


... William (Billy) Chap'n 
ore jeal McCaskill 


Donald Gambie 


This is a one-two smash for Irv- 
ing Berlin, both in the same 1954- 
55 season: first, Paramount's 
“White Christmas” and now 20ith’s 
“There’s No Business Like Show 
Business.” Both are star-loaded 
and both are socko b.o. filmusicals 

The Jate Lamar Trotti’s original. 
from which the Ephrons fashioned 
this screenplay, is palpably a script 
primed to point up the “heart” of 
showfolk. It gets across with au- 
thority and not a little skill despite 


the long arm of coincidence which | 


comes at the finale, and by that 
time is warmly accepted in light 
of the wealth of eye-filling and 
compelling splash, dash and flashi- 
ness of virtually every bit and 
number. 

The captious, of course, will ob- 
serve that if this was a sample of 
vaudeville in its heyday then how 
come it became extinct? It’s 
super-stupendous in its lavishness 
and prodigious expenditure of pro- 
duction values as that “‘little nitery 


floorshow” in the Miami (Florida) | 


sequences. The very nature of the 
Hollywood brand of filmusicals, 
however, has so conditioned the | 


public to expect the ultimate in 
super values that this is an inira- 
show biz detail which only the 
most carping might advance. 

The story line is solid albeit of 
familiar pattern. But could well be 
born of real-life show biz families 


like the Sam & Kitty Morton fam- ! 


ily, Jere Cohan and his brood, 
Eddie Foy and his flock, the three 
generations of the Pat Rooneys., 
et al. 

Ethel Merman and Dan Dailey 
are capital as the vaudeville Dona- 
hues who bring out first one, then 
two, then three of their offspring 
for that extra bow, with a runnin? 
gag, as the vaude = annunciator 
cards change to the 3 Donahues, 


the 4 and finally the 5 Donahues. | 


The punch is the Hippodrome’s 
closing svectacle, for benefit of the 
Actors’ Fund of America (a 
which is being reprised for the 
Roxy, N. Y., premiere this week! 
once again reuniting the 5 Dona- 
hues. Only this time Johnnie Rav 
is an Army chaplain; the errant 
Donald O’Connor in gob’s garb: 
and Mitzi Gaynor, sentimentally 
suggesting young motherhood. are 
all there for the happy ending 
That's where ‘the fictional “long 
arm” gets strained. 

Marilyn Monroe, the sixth co- 
starring marquee name, is the 
femme interest to the somewha 
booze-fighting O’Connor. 

The conflict revolves around 
Miss Monroe, starting first with the 
“Heat Wave” number which. ad- 
mittedly, is perhaps even more im- 
portant to her nitery routine than 
to the successful Donahues. O'Con- 
nor is influential in deferring 
Miss Monroe, the ambitious e 
coatroom checker who has_ been 
nursing show biz ambitions, and 
when the prototype of the Ziec- 
feld-White-Carroll character (Rich- 
ard Eastham) decides to star Miss 
Monroe, she noblesse-obliges by 
splitting up The Donahues and 
giving O'Connor and Mitzi Gaynor 
important possibilities in the 
Broadway musical, sans their par- 
ents. Incidentally, Eastham im 
presses as a good picture bet, and 
it will probably surprise in future 
that he’s possessed of a Pinza-type 
voice 

Robert Alton rates a big bend 
along with producer Sol. C. Siege! 
and director Walter Lang on those 
lavish musical routines. From Ber- 


oO 


as | 


stunt’ 


Miss Merman and Dailey; then the 
compah-oompah treatment with 
glockenspiel and Swiss bellringers; 
|O’Connor’s clever hoot-mon_ ver- 
sion; Miss Gaynor’s clicko Gallic 
treatment; and Johnnie Ray at the 
ivories. 

Even up to this point the pseudo- 


vaude staging is so slick that the. 


first audience reaction may be wha’ 
hoppened?—why isn’t vaude 
around? (Maybe this is Hollywood's 
way of bringing it back!) 


The title song, in actuality, gets | 


prominence only in the Hipp finale, 
and even there some more of 
“Alexander” is reintroduced for a 
real ripsnortin’ windup. 

In between, Miss Monroe 
“After You 
You Don’t Want It,” another Berlin 
oldie. for her “audition” number 
(for Eastham), and her solo nitery 
flash is “Heat Wave.” With the 
thoroughly professional and _ ver- 
satile Miss Gaynor and O’Connor 
they stage ‘“Lazy.’’ Miss Monroe’s 
s.a. treatment of her vocal chores 
must be seen to be appreciated. 
It’s not going to chase ‘em away 
irom the b.o. On the other hand, as 
a song salesgirl, per se, she’ll never 
have to worry Miss Merman. She’s 
more competitive to Mae West in 
her delineating. 

Ethel Merman is boffo. She’s a 
belter of a school of song stylists 
not to be found on every stage or 
before every mike. She _ looks 
youthful in the World War I idiom, 
and she progresses gracefully until 
the World War II period. Dailey, 


does 


as her vis-a-vis, is an effective acior | 


and interprets the vaudeville hoof- 
er and father with polish and con- 
viction, 

O'Connor, Miss Gaynor and Ray, 
as the talented offspring of a 
raised-in-the-tradition vaudeville 
| family, impress all the way. It’s not 
all born-in-the-trunk stuff either. 
The Donahues board their brood in 
a parochial school, but the under- 
standing headmaster recognizes the 
call of the resin-board 
‘campus behaviorism and thus the 
segue back to the Donahues’ troup- 
ing, en masse, is plausible. 

Just as realistic is the 
‘young son of a hard-working vaude 
jteam being young beyond his years 
lin his ways with the femmes “in 
the profesh,” and O’Connor plays 
it just right. 

“Remember?” is a good bridg< 
musical theme, as the auarter- 
of-a-century closeup of this show 
'biz family umfolds. “Midnight 
Choochoo Leaves For Alabam,” 
“Simple Melody,’ ‘You'd Be Sur- 
prised” “Pretty Girl Is Like A Mel- 
ody” are interspliced for the basic 
vaude two-act. 

Ray belts out a modern spiritual, 
titled “If You Believe,’ in 
sweet-sad farewell party in the 
Donahues’ Jersey home, before he 
enters the monastery. The prop 
church “billing” heralds the fact 
that “religion, too, has been booked 
solid and has had a long run,” and 
;Ray’s inner calling to priesthood 
perhaps isn’t as tragic as the 
wildered parents thought at first. 

The casting is authoritative all 
the way although the six costars 
dominate everything. Hugh O’Brian 
impresses as a good “new” face in 
‘his romantic bit opposite Miss Gay- 
nor. Frank McHugh, Lee Patrick, 
Robin Raymond, Lyle Talbot, 
George Melford, Chick Chandler 
Henry Slate are asmost wasted in 


bits but make them stand up in 
what little they do. 
Zanuck gave “Show Business” 


the works in every respect. The 
orchestral-vocal treatments of the 
Berlin standards are so richly en- 
dowed as to give them constantly 
fresh values, 
chell’s offscreen voice was enlisted 
for a Broadway montage show. The 
DeLuxe color and the Leon Sham- 
roy CinemaScope lensing are just 
that, not forgetting the lush or- 
chestral and vocal contributions by 


the Newman freres, Ken Darby et} 


al. “Show Business” has everything 
for wide customer appeal. It’ll] mop 
up. Abel. 











Print Shortage 


Continued from 


of producing a second negative 
each CinemaScoper. He indicated 
that this would be extremely ex- 
pensive. 

Addition of the striping ma- 
chinery at DeLuxe in N. Y., which 


on 


is doing the better part of 20th’s | 


color work, is seen easing the print 
situation considerably. While 
Luxe is turning out Eastman color 
prints only, Zanuck acknowledged 
that 20th was also getting imbibi- 
tion-type color prints for its pix 
;from Technicolor, 


stil! | 


Get What You Want} 


in their, 


fresh | 


Even Walter Win-! 


page 5 Goa | 


De- | 


Fenton Murray from story by Blake Ed- 


| wards; camera, John L. Russell Jr.; mu- 
| sic, Van Alexander. At Palace Theatre, 
| N. Y., week of Dee. 3, 54. Running time, 
| 86 MINS. 
| Blix Waterberry ..Mickey Rooney 
Stan Cooper nitaveke ee Robert Strauss 
bE Y NTR on ss a 010 0s Elaine Davis 
fo. aE & CRS Bee of # SS ee Bill Goodwin 
Dr. Pangborn ...,.& 2.4 d Whit Bissell | 
M.P. in Hospital } Joey Forman 
| Ray Ech bel + eres Keys OF Hal March 
Bill Tree Kes bees Rel Peter Leeds 
General Lawler .......... Fay Roope 
Wildcat Hopper ....... Stanley Adams 
Mr. Reynolds Robert E. Keane 


(Aspect Ratio: 1.85-1) 


With a title such as ‘‘The Atomic 
Kid,” there shouid be plenty of 
topical interest in this Mickey 
Rooney production in which Roo- 
ney aiso stars. But although ap- 
parently designed as a comedy, 


George Marshall, repeating the di- 
rectorial chore he handled on the 


1939 version, runs the _ deftly 
plotted script off without a lag. 
There’s humor, hard drama, sus- 


pense, romance and sex, the latter 
more for the grownup than the 
juvenile oater fan, to be found in 
the script by Edmund H. North 
and D. D. Beauchamp, taken from 
Felix Jackson’s adaptation of the 


| Brand novel. | 
Starring with Murphy as the 
saloon singer-bad_ girl is Mari 


the film sets off no chain reaction | 


of humor and its ‘ket for the 
most part will be 
lower ha'f of the 
The Benedict 
Fenton Murray 


fashioned from 


mar 
duals. 

Freedman-John 
screenplay, as 


a story by Blake 


Edwards, is on the comic book level ! 


for the yarn’s situations and gen- 
eral atmosphere are far fetched 
and forced. There’s an occasional 
laugh as Rooney, a survivor of an 
atom 
the footage. However, the levity 
appears to be primed for the Sat- 
urday matinee trade and most adult 
patrons will be bored. 
With fellow prospector 
| Strauss, Rooney is 
‘uranium in a remote part of Ne- 
vada. Trapped in a test area where 


Robert 


Strauss escapes and Rooney mir- 
aculously lives although in the very 
center of the blast. This sets up 
‘some scenes in a hospital where 
he falls for nurse Elaine Davis. 
For good measure the scripters 
toss in some foreign spies who are 
dealt with by Rooney, Strauss & 
Co. 

In_ this 
Rooney 


melange of 
romps happily. 


slapstick 
He’s at 


onds before the A-bomb goes off. 
Robert Strauss, a _ fugitive 


|mirth as Rooney’s man Friday but 
ihis material is thin and the fun- 
|making fails to come off on the 
|scale of his meaty comedy role in 
| “Stalag.” 

Also involved in this’ Republic 
‘release are Elaine Davis (Mrs. Roo- 
;ney in private life), who’s pert and 
;pulchitudinous as the nurse; Bill 
|Goodwin, an Army doctor; Whit 
| Bissell, another Army medico, and 
| Joey Forman as an efficient M. P. 
| While director Leslie H. Martin- 
son handled some of the sequences 
ito advantage, the banal script was 
too much of a hazard for him to 
cope with. 
| Production values refiect a mod- 
lest budget. Camerawork of John 
|L. Russell Jr. nicely cavtures the 
j}action and physical settings. Art 
|direction of Frank Hotaling is good 
jas is the score of Van Alexander. 


searching for | 


confined to the | 


Blanchard, the same character done 
to a turn in 1939 by Marlene Diet- 
rich. Miss Blanchard doesn’t have 
to take a back seat in the s.a. de- 
partment and gives the role a zingy 
characterization that is most 
fective. Also, she reveals a lively 
way with a song that stirs the 


imagination. particularly in those } 
she | 


scanty dancehali costumes 
wears while selling “Empty Arms,” 
a real bluesy torcher cleffed by 
Frederick Herbert and Arnold 
Hughes, and their “If You Can 
Can-Can” and “Bang! Bang!’’ 
Murphy does e#@eptionally well 


'as the quiet hero, son of a famous 


bomb blast, cavorts through | 


the Army is detonating an A-bomb, | 


father, who is called in to 
Thomas Mitchell, town drunk 
pointed sheriff in a sardonic joke, 
restore law and order to the west- 
ern town ruled with ruthless hand 
by Lyle’ Bettger and Edgar 
Buchanan. Murphy’s peaceful ways 
draw the scorn of the toughies but 
he carries on without a gun until 
Bettger kills Mitchell. The hero 
then straps on his shooting 


ones. 

The ease with which Murphy 
goes about his part is a big asset 
to the show. So is the menace 
projected by Bettger; the hapless- 
ness of Mitchell in his lawman 


| spot; the slyness of Buchanan as 


ithe 1939 


his best when nonchalantly munch- | 
jing a peanut butter sandwich, sec- | 


from | 
“Stalag 17,’ also makes with the} 





|Maurice Duke functioned as asso- | 


ciate producer. Gilb. 


Destry 
(SONGS—COLOR) 


Good remake of twice-filmed 
western, this time with Audie 
Murphy; should click in out- 
door market. 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Universal release of Stanley Rubin pro- 
duction. Stars Audie Murphy, Mari Blanch- 
ard; co-stars Lyle Bettger, 
Mitchell; features Edgar Buchanan, 





Lori 


i 

| Nelson, Wallace Ford. Directed by George 
| Marshall. Screenplay, Edmund H. North, 
| D. D. Beauchamp; from a story by Felix 
Jackson; . suggested by Max  Brand’s 
| “Destry Rides Again”; camera (Techni- 
} color), George Robinson; editor, Ted J. 
Kent: music supervision. Joseph Gersh- 
enson; songs, Frederick Herbert, Arnold 
Hughes, Previewed Dec. 1, ’54. Running 


time, 95 MINS. 


Tom Destry .. Audie Murphy 


NEE OE PO Mari Blanchard 
eR AN eae ad eet Lyle Bettger 
Rags Barnaby ..... .. Thomas Mitchell 
Mayor Sellers ......... Edgar Buchanan 
| Meeree Pees... occ ccces Lori Nelson 
De Se. ocr s ec dnses - Wallace Ford 
Bessie Mae Curtis ...«.... Mary Wickes 
Cit Oe: aaa Alan Hale Jr. 
i... 2S re George Wallace 
Mac Richard Reeves 


Henry Skinner ... 
Eli Skinner 
Professor 
Dummy ear 
Sheriff Bailey .......... 
Bartender 

Cowhand 


Walter Baldwin 
Lee Aaker 
Mitchell Lawrence 
Frank Richards 
Trevor Bardette 
Ralph Peters 
. John Doucette 
(Aspect ratio: 2-1) 


> Qutene 





Max Brand’s familiar western 
hero rides again under the Univer- 
'sal banner, and the third time 
around should give the company 
another profitable entry. The soft- 
spoken, gunless lawman was played 
by Tom Mix in 1932, and by James 
Stewart in 1939. This time, Audie 
Murphy, tackles the role, and prob- 
ably better fits the original Brand 
conception than his predecessors. 

Remakes invite comparisons, but 
{this Stanley Rubin production and 





Thomas | 


ou 
| tle action picture that should meet 
ithe requirements of general situa- 
tions. 
i done, although the synchronization 


' 





|and surrender 


|In addition to 


the mayor, and the comedy by Wal- 
lace Ford and Mary Wickes. As in 
“Destry,” this one fea- 
tures a saloon brawl between fem- 
mes, this time carried out with 
murderous intent by the Misses 
Blanchard and Wickes. In for sweet 
young love is Lori Nelson, the girl 


who gets Murphy after Miss 
Blanchard is killed. Other good 
assists come from Alan Hale Jr., 
Walter Baldwin, Lee Aaker and | 
Trevor Bardette. 

The action, settings and cos- 
tumes are brightly displayed in 


Technicolor by George Robinson’s 
lensing. Brog. 





Four Ways Out 
(ITALIAN) 


Italo film dubbed in English 
is okay entry for midweek 
playing or for double feature 
slotting. Has Gina Lollobrigi- 
da in the cast. 


Carroll Pictures release of Edoardo 
Capolino production. Stars Gina _ Lollo- 
brigida and Renato Baldini. Features 
Cosetta Greco, Paul Muller, Enzio Maggio, 
Fausto Tozzi, Tamara Lees and Emma 
Baron. Directed by Pietro Germi. Pre- 
viewed in N.Y., Nov. 1, ’54. Running time, 
77 MINS, 


Daniela Gina Lollobrigida 





Paolo Renato Baldini 
Lina Corsetta Greco 
NEG Sadacacsedoccetaceuas Paul Muller 
DED dgac 000s 86 h009000%* Enzio Maggio 
BMGEEE (i cametoaaces ooeaeeeus Fausto Tozzi 


Tamara Lees 
Emma Baron 


TOMare ..+.- 
Alberto’s Mother 


(Italian; Dubbed in English) 

This Italo film dubbed in Eng- 
lish is an okay entry tor midweek 
playing time or for double feature 
slotting, particularly for situations 
experiencing difficulty in filling 
t their programs. It’s a good lit- 


The dubbing job is capably 


is not always perfect. But only the | 
picayune will complain. 

In light of the recent publicity 
garnered by Italo actress Gina Lol- 
lobrigida, her presence in “Four 
Ways Out,” although in a small 
role, should serve as marquee lure. 
Miss Lollobrigida, 
the picture has exploitation value 
via the spotting of stills of Cosetta 
Greco and Tamara Lees, another 
pair of good lookers. 

The “Four Ways Out” concerns 
the experiences of four men fol- 
lowing their armed robbery of the 
receipts of a soccer statium. The 
men are not gangsters, but are in- 
dividuals who are driven to the act 
by poverty. There’s a former pro- 
fessional soccer player who’s come 
on bad days because of a perma- 
nent injury, an impoverished art- 
ist, a young student, and a guy out 
of work who participates to sup- 
port his wife and child. 


iron | 
and makes the bad men good dead ! 


ef- | 


aid | 
ap- | 


is firstrate as is the camera work. 
Holl. 


. 
Ulysses 
(ITALIAN; COLOR) 
Rome, Nov. 30. 

Lux Film release of Lux-Ponti-DeLau- 
rentiis Production. Stars Kirk Douglas, 
Silvana Mangano; features Anthony 
Quinn, Rossana Podesta, Jacques Dumes- 
nil, Daniel Invernel, Franco Interlenghi, 
Elena Zareschi. Directed by Mario Cam- 
erini: screenplay, Camerini, Franco Bru- 
| sati, Ben Hecht, Irwin Shaw. Hugh Gray, 
Ennie De Consini, Ivo Ferilli: from 
Homer’s “Odyssey.” Camera (Technicolor), 
Harold Rosson; editor, Leo Catozzo; music, 
Alessandro Cicognini. At Moderno, Rome. 
Running time, 130 MINS. 


SIEVONOE cc ce ceweedeccese Kirk Douglas 
Circe, 
POD 0 ave cdenevennet Silvano Mangano 


Anthony Quinn 
Rossana Podesta 
Jacques Dumesnil 
Daniel Invernel 
Franco Interlenghi 
Elena Zareschi 


Antinous 
Nausicaa 
Alcinous 
Eurylocus 
Telemachus 
Cassanda 





A lot, perhaps too much, money 
hes gone into the making of 
“Ulysses,’s but expense shows, and 
pic is headed for very strong 
|}returns at home and should reg- 
ister with almost equal strength 
abroad. Besides the epic Homeric 
peg, pic has an_ internationally 
balanced cast, with Yank, French 
and Italian elements predominant, 
good for locally spotted marquee 
lure. Also its grand-scaled content, 


| which is given the spectacle treat- 


ment. Lack of CinemaScope or 
another big screen system is a 
drawback, though pic having been 
shot with widescreen composition 
in mind somewhat obviates. State- 
side, in general release, “Ulysses” 
looks to become the strongest 
Italian grosser so far, with success- 
ful dubbing job and proper launch- 
ing important factors. 

Only a few of the w.k. Homeric 
episodes have been included in the 
already lengthy pic, and are told 
in flashback form as remembered 
by the hero. Featured are his love 
for Nausicaa; the cave of Poly- 


|/phemus, the one-eyed monster; the 


j island 





| 


| 





The men separate after the rob- | 
bery as the police dragnet closes | 
in. Eventually, all are caught in} 
different ways—suicide, murder, | 
The picture, filmed | 


jin Rome, has a documentary flavor | 


|} many 


Siren Rocks; the visit to Circe’s 
cave and the return to 
Penelope. The Trojan War, with 
the famed horse episode, is tele- 
scoped into a few rapid dissolves, 


But material covered makes for 
plenty of action, dominated by 
a virile performance by Kirk 


Douglas, and elegantly decked out 
in Technicolor by Harold Rosson’s 
camera. Douglas gives the part an 
impressive reading, aided by dialog 
cut some notches above par for 
the genre. 


Others include costar Silvana 
Mangano, a looker, as both Circe 
and Penelope, but unfortunately 
limited by both parts to expressing 
monotonous unhappiness until the 
finale. Anthony Quinn handles his 
bits weli; Franco Interlenghi is 
good as Telemachus; and Sylvie as 
Euryclea, Daniel Ivernel as Eury- 
locus, Jacques Dumesnil as Alci- 
nous, and others’ back ably. 
Rossana Podesta lends freshness 


;and young good looks as Nausicaa. 


For a spectacle, the pic runs too 
closeups, with  Jongish 
stretches of dialog between the 
two principals, or soliloquized. 
Rosson has handled his color 
camera expertly, and same goes for 
Shufftan’s process work, especially 
in Polyphemus sequence. Sets are 
lavish and solid, and include a full- 
scale ship for Ulysses. Direction 
by Mario Camerini is expert, 
though sometimes unable com- 
pletely to overcome the script’s 
episodic structure. Art and cos- 
tume design by Flavio Mogherini 
is tasteful. Alessandro Cicognini’s 
musical score highlights the action 
appropriately. Hawk. 


‘Shield for Murder’ Out 
In Binford’s Memphis 


Memphis, Dec. 7, 

In the wake of his recent scuffle 
with the Internal Revenue Dept. 
over his income tax on a sale of 
a property, Lloyd T. Binford, Mem- 
phis’ censor chief, has “jumped 
back” to the side of the law by 
putting the Binford heave-ho to 
United Artists’ “Shield for Murder” 
because “it appears to be a bur- 
lesque on the City Police Depart- 
ment.” 

In a letter to Tony Tedesco and 
Kay Randle of the local UA office 
here, Binford said “this picture is 
a shady picture on the police de- 
partment with apparently one half 
of the actors dumbbells and the 
other half crooks; with most of the 
women questionable characters.” 

Feature was immediately gobbled 
up by the Sunset Drive-In at West 
Memphis, Ark., and opened there 
Friday (3). 

















[6—mUUCU ORO Sm oo ». © of & wo . oe Sie 2 A le Je oo 


4 


CRO. Ae 


le 


of 
n- 
ed 
by 
to 


ir 
rt- 


nd 
ce 


le- 
alf 
he 
he 


ed 
est 











pe ednesday, December 8, 1954 


eG 088 a tr 


PICTURES i 











BEDSHEETS ARE POISON | 


Immediate repercussion to news that a Coast syndicate will 
remake “The Birth of A Nation” has been consternation and 
dismay on the part of Negro leaders and considerable head-shak- 
ine among whites (See separate story) who recall the brutal 
subject-matter of Thomas Dixon’s two works, “The Clansman” 
and “The Leopard’s Spots,” upon which D. W, Griffith made his 
1915 controversial classic. 


Producer Phil L. Ryan, from Hollywood, has already made the 
when the shooting script 
is not yet written: “Critics should hold their fire until they know 
they have cause to criticize’—or words to that effect. Without 
explicit disclaimer of using the Ku Klux Klan night rider stuff, 
or the “rape” scenes, which were obsessive with D. W. Griffith, 
the implication of Ryan’s comment is that the 1955 “Birth of a 
Nation” will be a historic panorama a la “Gone With the Wind.” 


Ulli 


On sober second thought it seems fairly evident that no picture 
can possibly dare, at this late date, to glorify the thoroughly dis- 
credited Ku Klux Klan which was—let it not be forgotten—also 
against Catholics and Jews. Too wide a segment of the popula- 
tion would be offended. Sheer economic self-interest dictates 
that the new shooting script must bear little or no resemblance 
to Griffith’s. Nor can it- be overlooked that America’s 15,000,000 

Negroes today are a respected and courted five-billion-doilar mar- 
ket. And big filmgoers. On top of all the economic factors, there 
is, of course, the factor of morality and social responsibility. 


Thus the reaction of the Negro community, while understand- 
able, is perhaps, as Ryan suggests, premature. Common sense 
will not allow open hatrioteering such as was possible in 1915. 
Griffith’s picture was not only a great money-maker but also a 
ereat mischief-maker and it is as plain as anything can be plain 
that the story treatment of 40 years ago simply could not get a 
production code seal today, nor get by the censorships of the key 
states—surely never New York. 


However, clamor against the idea will continue until the Thal- 
Ryan syndicate thinks through its story-line and makes it clear 
to the socially-minded elements of the country that no glorifica- 
tion of night riders and no antagonism to Negroes is the inten- 
tion. When that aspect is taken care of then it can perhaps be 
argued that “The Birth of a Nation” is an established presold 
title and that, the invidious angies set aside, its choice for a re- 





inake is not without showmanship. Land. 
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Saranac Lake, N.Y., has won the world premiere of Warner Bros.’ 
“The Silver Chalice” for the highest per capita Christmas Seal sales 
in the first three days of the National Tuberculosis Assn.’s campaign 

Frank Sinatra’s Capitol recording of “Young at Heart” will be 
used over the main title of the Warner film of the same name in 
which Sinatra stars with Doris Day ... Norton and Condon retained 
to handle all publicity and advertising on United Artists’ “The Purple 
Plain” . DCA distributing ‘‘Hunters of the Deep,” Allan Dowling- 
Tom Gries feature-length documentary of underwater life. Picture 
Opens at Trans-Lux 60th St. Dec. 16 with “Rembrandt,” art short 
produced by Morrie Roizman, and also being released by DCA . 
Movielab Film Laboratories embarking on a $1,000,000 expansion pro- 
gram on its 25th anni in 1955. 

Bill E. Danziger, former Director of Exploitation for Paramount and 
long time member of Howard Dietz’s ad staff at Metro, N.Y., now on 
idea assignment for Kal, Ehrlich & Merrick, Washington Agency. 

_ Bruce Newbery bought a hefty stock interest in Carl Dudley Produc- 
tions, with which he’s now associated . David Golding, ad-pub 
director of Samuel Goldwyn Productions, played a key role in bring- 
ing United Artists and Sam Goldwyn Jr. together . Norton & Con- 
don agency landed the publicity job for J. Arthur Rank’s “Purple 
Plain,” Gregory Peck starrer Gary Cooper in from the Coast 
Sunday (5) for a quickie ... Paramount's homeoffice this week looks 
not unlike Wall Street on a Sunday afternoon. Deserted, that is... . 
A. W. Schwalberg, president of Par Distributing Corp., is presiding 
Over sales and Jerry Pickman, ad-pub v.p., is chairing a session of 
fie! ‘ exploitation men and promotion reps from a few overseas spots 

A press agent at United Artists unashamedly relates that Gilda 
Gray has been signed as “sex appeal consultant” on the Mickey Spil- 
lane pic, “Kiss Me Deadly.” She’s to “impart her priceless knowledge” 
to four new actresses in the film, said the tooter. 


/ Griffith’s 1915 feature. 





il 
Bruce Newbery, newly appointed exec v.p. of Dudley Pictures, left | 


for London last week to set up the outfit’s first film. Working out of 
London, it'll be partly lensed on location in North Africa, Pic rolls 
in March . . , IFE caught short on color stills for its “Maggio Verde” 

xpedition films. May have to shoot some off the screen . . . Italy's first 
t ® CinemaScope shorts produced by Astra Cinematografica. 
ate of a series of 14 which 20th-Fox will handle worldwide 
Arthur Rank's John Davis, who h: ad a “busy” signal up during his stay 
in N. last week, writing “sorry” notes to the press. 

Stanley Warner exiting the Warner Bros. bldg. on West 44th St. 
Dec. 20 and moves to the completety refurbished Warner (formerly 
ind) Theatre bldg. at 1587 Broadway. Shift completely removes 
theatre chain from its former production-distribution affiliate. 

Fabian may also shift his Fabian Enterprises offices from the 
‘ramount bldg. to the new SW headquarters to avoid bicycling be- 
“Sede | Wms Sy Charles Lederer and Luther Davis, authors of the 
to st (way stage musical, “Kismet,” have reported to the Metro studios 
O Start work on the screenplay with producer Arthur Freed. 


Romeo’ in Charity Start 
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Blaustein Exits 20th 


“Romeo i Be Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
R n| — Juliet,” J. Arthur | Julian Blaustein and 20th Cen- 
: \ €atry distributed by United | tury-Fox have terminated his pro- 
sie opens at N.Y.’s Sutton The- | ducer’s contract by mutual con- 
aire Dec. 21 via a benefit preem | Sent. He began on lot in April, 
for the March of Dimes. 1949. is 

Vicket Just completed “Racers,” Blau- 
: ‘ are priced at $10, $25 and! stein also produced “Desiree” now 
_— jin general release. 
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Film Exploiteers ‘Greediness 
Spiked Testimonials—Alberti 





Projected remake of David W. | 
“The Birth 
by a Hollywood syn- 
dicate headed by financier Ted | 
Thal has been greeted in New! 
York film circles with plenty of 
surprise and considerable conster- 
nation. Proposed deal ties the 
original Thomas Dixon novel, “The 
Clansman,” and the title and rights 
to “Birth,” now owned by Harry | 
E. Aitken, into one package. What | 
causes New York film men to shake | 
their heads is fear of the social 
and political consequences to the 
motion picture industry inherent 
in a revival of an old controversial 
classic in which hatred and preju- 
dice against Negroes was as open 
as was admiration and approval of 
the Ku Klux Klan. 
Script Problem? 

New York curiosity centers on 
Dudley Nichols’ ideas. He is the 
man who is mentioned to make the 
1955 shooting script. How does he 
propose to handle the obsessive 
theme of Negro-raping-white-girl 
which Dixon and Griffith repeated- 
ly stressed? 

The Coast syndicate’s showman- 
in-charge is Phil L. Ryan. He has 
revealed that $750,000 was put up 
to acquire the rights from *Aiken, 
president of the old Epoch Corp., 
and inclusive of the book: which 
is owned by tHe Dixon estate. D. 
W. Griffith actually drew upon 
another Dixon yarn, “The Leop- 
ard’s Spots” as well as his (Grif- 
fith’s) own ideas as a Kentuckian. 
The proposed remake is projected 
for either Todd-AO or Cinema- 
Scope. 


of a Nation” 





Big Money-Maker 
“Birth,” which drew both cheers | 
and brickbats on its first release in | 
1915, and has been playing almost 
continuously ever since, with 
Aitken personally doing the ped- 
dling. It’s probably a top-earner in 
industry annals with a gross of | 
around $40,000,000. Its showing | 





| Cecil, 





Vet Film Showman 


Arthur L. Mayer 


has some sage observations on 


Our Rosy Daze 


(Exhib-Distrib Relations Call for a 
Little More Common-Sense) 


* * * 


an entertaining byline piece in the 
upcoming 


49th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 











British Need 


Own Houses In 
U.S.: Bernstein 


By FRED HIFT 

J. Arthur Rank’s idea of acquir- 
ing U. S. theatres is sound and 
may be the only way in which 
British films will ever get 
established in this market, says 
Sidney L. Bernstein of Britain’s 
Granada Theatres. 

Bernstein, 
Sunday (5), indicated he planned 
to meet with Alfred Hitchcock 
with whom he and his brother, 
are associated 


lantic Pictures Corp. He wouldn't 


+ The exploitation men of the film 


, trade group, Jules Alberti, 





| “Endorsements — by 


| 
| 





firmly | : 
established 


| decline for 


| done 


industry have done more to destroy 
public confidence in endorsement 
advertising than any other similar 
prexy 
of Endorsements Inc., firm special- 
izing in testimonial advertising, 
charged last week. “Thanks to 
their own greediness for grabbing 
as much space in any form they 
can,” Alberti said, ‘the film ex- 
ploitation men now have come to 
the conclusion that the public has 
become skeptical of the very works 
uttered by their very own stars 
in testimonials.” 

Alberti made his remarks before 
a class in business news reporting 
at New York University. The 
basis of his comments was a re- 
cent article in Variery headlined 
Stars Lose 
Charm” and which said, in effect, 
that tie-up advertising was on the 
a number of reasons, 
“not the least being the feeling 
that endorsements have been over- 
and the public is growing 
skeptical that the stars actually 
use the products advertised.” 

Alberti declared that the situa- 
tion was caused by the film pub- 
ad men, by “their indiscriminate 
use of anybody and everybody, re- 
gardless of the need, so long as it 
| caine additional free space to sell 
a picture.” He said he could cite 
“numerous instances of testimonial 
abuses” by this group. 

He said that since his firm was 
in 1945 “wherein the 
ratio of film stars against all other 


| celebrities combined was 80-20, the 


who’ arrived in N. Y. | 


i than 20° of 
in Transat- | ~~) u 
| of the film men’s ideas, 


say whether the outfit, inactive 
since “I Confess,” would be re-| 
activated. 


Trouble with British films in the 
|U. S., Bernstein believes, is that 
| there’s no continuity to their ex- 


have frequently been picketed by | hibition. “You can’t ‘expect the| 
var irr at ag te | public to go for+a British film 
? oint made by opponents of any jthat’s sandwiched between the 
remake fear that, if Birth” shapes | release of four or five typically 
as anything approximating the | american pictures,” he said. “What 


open prejudice against Negroes ex- | 





Ryan’s Comment 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Recent denunciation by the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple of the proposed remake of 
“The Birth of a Nation” was 
called “premature” by Phil L. 
Ryan, a member of the syn- 
dicate holding screen rights to 
the story. 

Declaring that the film un- 
doubtedly would be made, Ryan 
added, “we have no quarrel 
with colored people or any 
organization for their advance- 
ment, or with their right to 
protest. However, until they 
know the subject material to 
be presented, how can, .they 
question without knowing the 
grounds?” 








7 





hibited in the original, it wantd he 
grist for the anti-Yankee | 
propaganda mill abroad. They em- | 
phasize that, in color and on the 
wide screen, the white supremacy 
“message” would come across even | 
more forcefully than in the orig- 
inal. 


Slandered Whole Race 

First official reaction to the re- | 
make came from the National 
Assn. for the Advancement of Col- 
In a wire to 
Thal, Roy Wilkins, NAACP admin- 
istrator, stated that his org was 
“as uncompromisingly opposed to | 
this film today as it was when. the 
picture was first released in 1915.” 
said the announcement of a 
new version was “of deep concern” 
to the group and others “who know | 
of the great damage the original 


! version did in slandering the entire 


! 


Negro American population through 
its naked incitement to racial | 
hatred and violence. 
“The revival of the unashamed | 
(Continued on page 61) 


Jan. 22. 
| specially 
ithe original 


is needed are a hundred or so 
modern, well-appointed showcases 
that will keep the British product 
before the public and allow it 
lengthy runs. Obviously, such the- 
atres could also play other foreign 


last few years has completely re- 
versed the ratio so that the inter- 
est in film celebrities is now less 
our total business.” 
point up “the fallacy 
he noted 
“the 


To further 


that his company’s business, 
(Continued on page 16) 





Universal Sets 


| 
iflow of top product, 


32 (Up From 28) 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Continuing its accent on a steady 
Universal in 


/1955 has skedded 32 pix for 
|release compared to 28 in 1954, 
{Charles J. Feldman, U v.p. and 


American films that fit in with | 


the general tone of entertainment. 
It’s unrealistic to expect the 
(Continued on page 16) 





N. Y. Guests Preview Jap 
Voice Track for Tokyo 
Version of Cinerama 


With a narration in Japanese to 


jreplace the voice of Lowell 
Thomas, the version of “This Is 
Cinerama” that will be shown 


general sales manager, said here 
| yesterday (6). Total of 75% of the 


| 1955 output will be in color. 





shortly in Japan was unveiled to an | 
invited audience of Japanese diplo- | 


mats, commereial officials. and 


{Showing took place Friday: (8): at 


the Warner Theatre, N.Y. 
Robin International, which holds 
the foreign exhibition rights to the 
medium, will present Cinerama at 
the Imperial Theatre, Tokyo, Jan. 
1, and at the Os Theatre, Osaka 
The Osaka house was 
built for Cinerama after 
theatre in which 
medium was to be installed 
completely destroyed by fire. 
Shuku Imafuku, of the 
Films of Japan, 
U.S. to do the commentary, 
eral scenes in which 
Thomas is seen on the screen, 


was 
Daiai 
a sev- | 


Ima- 


'fuku’s voice has been dubbed in. 





Mort Magill With Buena 


Mort Magill has been named 
Buena Vista sales supervisor for 
the Philadelphia, Washington and 
Pittsburgh exchange areas, to 
headquarter in Philly. 


He resigned as United Artists 
branch manager in Philly to take 
‘the job. 


Feldman made his announce- 
ment to the opening session of 
U’s week-long sales powwow 


which is being attended by pro- 
duction, distribution and ad-pub 
execs of the company. 

“Our responsibility to our ex- 
hibitor customers is to continue 
to deliver a flow of quality product 


having the same reliability of en- 
tertainment values which have 


pleased American movie-goers in 
ever increasing numbers to the 
benefit of our company and our 
exhibitor friends,’ Feldman dec- 


| lared. 
resident reps of .the. Nippon press. | 


the | 


was brought to the | 


| 


Others addressing the session 
were Milton R. Rackmil, U prexy; 
Alfred E. Daff, exec v.p.; Edward 
Muhl, v.p. in charge of production, 
and David A. Lipton, v.p. With 28 
pix in release, 1954 is expected to 
be U’s record year in both the 
domestic and foreign markets. 

Muhl said yesterday (Tues.) that 
13 novels would be included in the 
55 program. Upix will use the new 
camera processes as they fit to the 
various films and their back- 
grounds 





owell | Sullivan Faces 3 Years 


On Income Tax Fraud 
Washington, Dec. 7. 

U. S. Supreme Court yesterday 

(6) upheld the income tax evasion 

conviction of Odom F. Sullivan, of 

Wichita, president of the Central 
Theatre Co. there. 

Sullivan was fined $13,000 and 


given a three-year prison sentence 
for evading taxes on his 1945-46 
' taxes, 
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Pre-Xmas Clips L.A.; ‘She-Wolf’ OK 
$6,000, ‘Xmas Robust $19,500 in 6th; 
Desiree’ Nice MG, Paris 166, 3d 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7 


Pre-Christmas slack is setting in 
early here this year among first- 
runs, with total take this week 
down sharply from the previous 
frame. It also is under the same 
week a year ago. Lack of new pix 
and the large number of extended-~ 
runs also is hurting. 

Of the two new bills this round, 
“She-Wolt” is shaping okay at $6.- 
000 or near at United Artists but 
“Earrings of Madame De” is only 
fair at small El Rey. 

Holdovers are mostly light al- 
though ‘‘White Christmas” still is 
in the chips with $19.500 in two 
theatres for sixth round as is fifth 
week of “Barefoot Contessa,” with 
a neat $7,000 at the small Fine 
Arts. Third week of “‘Desiree’’ is St. Louis, 
rated fine $14,000 in third session “Last Time I Saw Paris” is the | 
at Chinese but $16,000 for third of | boxoffice leader this session, with | 
“Last Time I] Saw Paris” is medi-ja solid take at Loew’s. “Track of | 
um. “Siar Is Born” looms pleasing |Cat” just wound up a mild round | 
$10,000 in 10th Pantages week. at the huge Fox, with “Desiree” 

Estimates for This Week opening today (Tues.). “Star Is 

United Artists (UATC) (2,100;| Born” continues socko at the St. 
70-$1.10)—‘‘She-Wolf”’ (Rep). Okay}Louis. ‘“Cinerama’”’ continues very 
$6,000 or near. Last week, sub-run. | good in 45th session at the Ambas- 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 70-$1.10)—J{sador. “Vanishing Prairie” still is 
“Earrings Madame De” (Indie).|fine in second Shady Oak round. 
Fair $3,000. Last week, “High and Estimates for This Week 
Dry” (U) (4th wk-8 days), $2,300. Ambassador (Indie) (1,400; $1.20- 

Orpheum, Hollywood (Metropol-| $2.40) —“Cinerama” (Indie) (45th 
itan-FWC) (2,213; 756; 70-$1.10)—| wk). Good $13,000 after $13,600 
“Sabrina” (Par) (2d wk). Moderate |jact week. 
$10,000. Last week, $17,000. Fox (F&M) (5,000; 75) — “De- 

Palace, Iris, Ritz, Loyola (Metro- | ciree” (20th) and “Princess of Nile” | 

politan-FWC) (1,212; 814; 1,363; | (20th). Opened today (Tues.). Last 
Woman’s World” | week, “Track of Cat” (WB), mild/ 
and “Deadly Game” (Lip) $12,500. 
Okay $18,000. Last week, Loew’s (Loew's) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Last Time Saw Paris” (M-G). 
Solid $17,000 or over. Last week, 
“Barefoot Contessa” (UA), $18,500. 
Orpheum ‘Loew’s) (1.500; 50-75) 
—‘“‘Barefcot Contessa” (UA) and 
“Rogue Cop” (UA) (m.o.). Good 
$6,500. Last week, ‘‘Waterfront” 
(Col), $10,500. 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 82) 
—“Little Kidnappers” (UA) (2d 
wk). Fine $2,500 after $3,000 ini- 
tial stanza. 

Richmond (St. L. Amus.) (400; 
82)—“‘Cyrano de Bergerac” (UA). | 
Good $3,000. Last week, “Man on} 
Tightrope” (20th) (2d wk), $2,000. 

St. Louis (St. L. Amus.) (4,000; 
75-90)—“‘Star Is Born” (WB) (2d 
wk). Stout $14,000 or near after 
$24,000 teeoff session. 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 
82)—“‘Vanishing Prairie” (Disney) 
(2d wk). Lusty $3,000 after $6,000 
opening frame. 





| fair at the Buffalo, as is 
iTo Border” 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week ......... $379,200 
(Based on 22 theatres.) 

Last Year $512,300 
(Based on 23 theatres.) 


Paris Plump 176, 
St. L.; ‘Star’ 14G, 2d 


Dec. 7. 








| 














(20th) 
(2d wk). 
$22,000. 

Hillstreet, Egyptian, Uptown 
(RKO-UATC-FWC) (2,752; 1,536; 
1,715; 60-$1.10) — “Black Knight” 
(Col) and “Cannibal Attack” (Col) 
(2d wk). Slow $14,000. Last week, 
$22,000. 

Warner Downtown, Wilter, New 
Fox (SW-FWC) (1,757; 2,344; 965; 
$1-$1.25)—“Track of Cat” (WB) 
and “Shanghai Story’ (Rep) (2d 
wk). Fair $16,000. Last week, 
$30,000. 

Four Star (UATC) (900; $1-$1.25) 
—“‘Trouble In Glen” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Slim $2,000. Last week, $3,000. 

Chinese (FWC) (1,905; $1-$1.75) 
—‘Desiree” (20th) (3d wk). Fine 
$14,000. Last week, $21,000. 

State, Hollywood Paramount 
(UATC-F&M) (2,404; 1,430; $1- 
$1.50)—‘‘Last Time Saw _ Paris” 
(M-G) (3d wk). Medium $16,000. 
Last week, $20,500. 








here currently, 
and few 


$11,500. Last week, 


| —*“Cattle 


‘Track’ Suggish 113, 


Buff.; ‘Cattle’ Mild 86 


Buffalo, Dec. 7. 

a dull week at most houses 
with too many h.o.s 
strong pix to help. 
is rated fairly good 

Second week of 
Saw Paris” is only 
“4 Guns 


It’s 


new, 
‘Track of Cat” 

Paramount. 
‘Last Time I 


at Lafayette. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,000; 50-80)— 
“Last Time Saw Paris” (M-G) (2d 
wk—9 days). .Fair $15,000 or over. 
Last week, $19,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 50-80)— 
“Track of Cat’ (WB). Fairly good 
“Athena” (M-G) 
and “Sleeping Tiger” (Indie), $13,- 
000. 

Center (¢Par) (2,000; 


“Drum Beat” (WB) (2d wk). Fine 


| Hoots Last week, $17,000. - 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 50-80)— 
‘4 Guns To Border” (U) and ‘ ‘Rico- 


chet Romance” (U). Fair $8,000. 
=> week, “Phffft’ (Col) and 
nibal Attack” (Col), okay 


leis, 000 in 10 days. 

Century (Buhawk) (3,000; 50-80) 
Queen of Montana” 
(RKO) and “Africa 
(RKO). Mild $8,000 or close. Last 
week, ‘Desiree’ (20th) (2d wk), 
$7,500 * 60c-85c scale. 


if : Ok 11G 
uns Ukay ib, 
F Pp iS 136 
. 
risco; © aris 
San Francisco, Dec. 7. 
Wet weather and generally bad 
weather most of week is slough- 
ing biz here currently. The fact 
that there are some 10 holdovers 
or extended-runs also is proving a 
handicap. “4 Guns To Border’”’ is 
getting the most coin of the few 
newcomers, being only at Golden 
Gate. “Moment of Truth” is 


rated good at arty Clay. “Last 
Time I Saw Paris” at Warfield and 





“Phffft”’ at Paramount are both 
oke in second stanzas. ‘Barefoot 
Contessa” looms good in fourth 
United Artists session. 


Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) = (2,859; 
80-$1)—"*4 Guns to Border’ (U) 
and “Yellow Mountain” (U). Okay 
$11,000. Last week, “Track of 
Cat’ (WB) and “Sins of Rome” 


(RKO), $15,000. 
(4,651; $1-$1.50)— 


Fox (FWC) 
“Desiree” (20th) (3d wk). Off 
sharply to slow $12,500. Last 
week, $26,500. 
Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 90-$1) 
—‘‘Last Time Saw Paris” (M-G) 
(Continued on page 20) 





Fox Wilshire, Los Angeles (FWC) 
(2.296; 2,097; $1-$1.50)—‘‘Carmen 
Jones” (20th) (5th wk). Finished 
fifth frame (5) with okay $12,600 
after $17,500 previous week. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; $1-$1.75) 
—‘“Barefoot Contessa” (UA) (5th 
wk). Neat $7,000. Last week, $7,600. 

Warner Beverly, Downtown Para- 


Paris’ Lush $25,000 


in Slow D. C.: 


Desiree’ Big 216, 2d, ‘Xmas 9G, 6th 





mount (SW-ABPT) (1,612; 3,200; 

90-$1.50) — “White Christmas” + Washington, Dec. 7. 
(Par) (6th wk). Good $19,000. Last , iat Film business is definitely off 
week, $27,700. Track’ Fine 8G For along the mainstem following 


Pantages (RKO) (2,812; $1-$2.25) 
—‘“Star Is Born” (WB) (10th wk). 
Pleasing $10,000. Last week, $13,- 
500. 

Warner Hollywood (SW) (1,364: 
$1.20-$2.65) — “‘Cinerama”™ (Indie) 
(84th wk). Into current week (5) 
after oke $19.600 last week. 


Seattle 2d; ‘Wolf’ 4G | 
Seattle, Dec. 7. 

All first-runs downtown except 

the small-seater Blue Mouse are 

holding over, with boxoffice conse- 

quently badly dented. ‘“‘She-Wolf” 








Canon (ABC) (533; $1.10)—| is sole newcomer, and good at Blue | 
“Bread, Love, Dreams” (IFE) (5th | Mouse. “Track of Cat” looms nice 
wk). Steady $2,800. Last week,/in second at Coliseum, as_ is| 
$3,000. “Desiree” at the Fifth Avenue. | 

The Orpheum is good with “Rear ]_ 
Window” in fourth stanza. Music | 


‘in fifth is rated big. 
| 


Box ‘Sabrina’ 


‘Carmen’ Crisp $17,000, 
Prov.; ‘Rode West’ 836, 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 90- |. 











$1.25) — “She-Wolf” (Rep) and | 50ck $25,000, and holds. Last week, | in this week. with Xmas shoppin 
‘ ‘Desiree’ Big tT In adi: ‘Murd er Will Out” (Indie). Good |‘ ‘Barefoot Contessa” (UA) (3d wk),| getting priority from Fat ay . 
00. Last week, “Desperate | $14,000 in 9 days, below hopes. However, “Last Time Saw Paris” 
Providence, Dec. Women” (Indie) and “Man of Con-| Columbia (Loew's) (1,174; 60-80) | is getting good coin at the State in 
RKO Albee is doing the best this | flict” (AA), $3,400. — Sitting Bull” (UA) (2d wk). Oke| its second session. Alan Ladd 
week with “Carmen Jones” pack-| Coliseum (Evergreen) (1.829: | $6,000 after $11,000 opening stanza. | name. always surefire here, is 
ing them in. On the steady side | ¢1.$} 95) __ “Track of €at” (WB). Dupont (Lopert) (372; 65-$1) —! boosting “Drum Beat” to a neat 
are holdovers of “Last Time I Saw| and “Jungle Gents" (AA) (2d a | “Ugetsu” (Indie) (2d wk). Good} figure at the Orpheum. ‘Beau 
Pais Bd the State and Desire | Nice $8,000. Last week. $13.000. _ pis and holds again, Last week,| Brummell” at Omaha and “Fire 
a ajestic. Strand is okay with . ; + | Over Africa” ; P eis ar 
“They Rode West.” | _ Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2... " Keith's (RKO) (1,939; 75-$1.25)—| -" Estimates for This Week 
Estimaes for This Week | 900; $1°$1.25)— Desiree” (Col) (2d, “White Christmas” (Par), (6th wk).| Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 50-75)— 
. a | Wk) Good $8,500. Last week, | Nice $9,000 after $15,000 1 > a re ee cet? ( 
Albee (RKO) (2,200: 65-85)—|$11.700 e 3, ast week.|“Fire Over Africa (Col) and 
icsuemae. Samoa” ianGn. aah’ tive, | oR : | Metropolitan (SW) (1,200; 60- 80) | “Silent Raiders” (Lip). Mild $3,500. 
‘er aeemaes™ cin! ane Sock Foes Box (Hamrick) (850; 90-|—*Three Hours to Kill” (Col). i air | Last week, “Track of Cat” (WB) 
aw *rritor (Indie) »ocko | $1.25')—“*Sabrina” (Par) (5 :) > 7 ‘teen i ‘ 
Bt7.200 . con wom, oe of | Big $6,000 “ped oo oo ; $6.000. Last week, “Track of Cat’ IO a (Indie), $4,500 at 
Wicked” (Indie) $10,000. #4}, Music Hall (Hamrick) (2300; 90-| Palace (Loew's (2,370; 75-$1) —| Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 50-75) 
at : $1.25 Last Time Paris” (M-G) | “Desiree” (20th) (2d wk). Powerful|—*“Beau Brummell” (M-G) and| 
2 Majestic (Fay) (2 200; 70 90)- (2d Wk). Fair $6,500. Last week, | $21,000. Stays. Last week, $30,000. | “Her ; 12 Men” (M-G). Modest | 
Desiree (20th) 2d wk). Big | $11,300. = | Playhouse (Lopert) (435; 55- -$1) $6,000. Last week, “Hajii Baba” 
$9 000 after $18,000 in first | Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 90-| ‘Rear Window” (Par). Very nice! (20th’ and “Roogie’s Bump” (Rep). 
y State (Loew's) (3,200; 50-75)— | $1.25'—"“Rear Window” (Par) and} $4,000 in 14th week. Holds. Lasi $7 500 7 ate wets Me 
Last rime Saw Paris” (M-G) (2d|‘“‘Dawn Sorcorro” (U) (4th wk).| week, $4,800. Orpheum (Tristates) (2 890: 70 
Hanon Pt? Mea $10,500. First | week, = 000 in five days. Last | Warner (SW) (1,300; $1.20-$2 40) | 90)" ‘Drum Beat” "WB. . Fine | 
en Pau we 8,700. |— “Cinerama” (  ( _ 
_.otrand (Silverman) (2,200; 50-| Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; | Big $11,000 after ren teflon | t20th). $11, 000. seeped ores il 
75). They Rode West” (Col) and} |$1-81.25)—"Black Widow” (20th)! Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 70-$1) — State (Gerseere (875; 60-85)— 
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Estimates for This Week |: 


recent terrific Thanksgiving week- 
end biz. However, ‘‘Last Time I 
Saw Paris” looks boff among new- 
comers and holds. “Desiree” is 
best of numercus holdovers. Almost 
everything else is way off, with 
most houses holding on to oldies 
to get them cheaply through the 
pre- Christmas lull. “Three Hours 
To Kill” is mild in two houses, 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambass1dor (SW) (1,400; 60-80) 
“Three Hours to Kill” (Col). 
Mild $4,000. Last week, “Track of 
Cat” (WB), $5,800. 
Capitol (Loew’s) (3,434: 
‘Last Time Saw Paris” 


70-95) — 
(M-G). 





Cold, Snow, H.0.s Slough Mpls. Biz: 
Phéfft’ Oke $8,500, ‘Track’ Tall 76 





50-80)— | ¢ 


Adventure” | 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week ........ $2,398,200 
(Based on 23 cities, and 219 

theatres, chiefly ftrst runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Totai Gross Same Week 

Last Year .. . $2,637,100 
(Based on 24 cities and 22 

theatres.) 


Carmen’ Hotsy 


$70,000 in Hub 


Boston, Dec. 


The annual Christmas slump <i 
hit Hub major theatres early this 
vear. Despite the throngs of shop- 
pers and out-of-towners ogling the 
Christmas displays, biz at firstruns 
is per usual offish. “Carmen 
Jones” at the Memorial is fairly 
good, but below hopes. “Drum 
Beat” at the Paramount and Fen- 
way shapes okay. Balance of town 
is holding over. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 70-$1.10)— 
“Last Time Saw Paris” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Trim $12,000 following $16,- 
000 in second week. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (800; 
50-$1)—“‘Hobson’s Choice” (UA) 
(6th wk). Neat $4,000 after $6,000 
in fifth. 

Boston (Cinerama Productions) 
(1,354; $1.20-$2.85) — “Cinerama”’ 
(Indie) (49th wk). Holding big at 
$17,000. Previous week was $17,800. 

Copley (Devlin-Dugan) (1,000; 50- 
$1.50)—“‘Spell of Ireland” (Indie) 
(4th wk). Nice $3,000 after $4,600 
in third. 











Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-$1)— 
“Inspector Calls” (Rank) (2d wk). 
Trim $6,000 following $7,300 in 
first week. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373: 75-$1)— 
“Drum Beat” (WB) and ‘‘The Raid” 
(20th). Okay $5,000. Last week, 
“White Christmas” (Par) (5th wk), 
$4,500. 


Memorial (RKO) (3.000; 50-$1)— 


“Carmen Jones” (20th) and ‘“‘Out- 
law’s Daughter” (20th). Below 
hopes at fast $20,000. Holds. Last 


week, “Cattle Queen Montana” 
(RKO) and “‘Monster Ocean Floor” 
(Lip), $14,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4. 367; 
—Desiree” (20th) and “Bowery 
to Bagdad” (Indie) (2d wk). Good 
$16,000 following $29,000 in first. 

Orpheum (Loew's) (3,000; 65-$1) 
—‘‘Barefoot Contessa” (UA) (2d 
wk). Fair $14,000 after $20,500 for 
opener. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 75-$1) 
—‘Drum Beat” (WB) and ‘The 
Raid” (20th). Good $12,500. Last 
week, “White Christmas” (Par) (5th 
wk, $15,000. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,800; 65-95)— 
“Down 3 Dark Streets” (UA) and 
“Kyhber Patrol” (UA) (2d wk). 


50-$1) 


Oke $7,000 following $12,600 in 
first. 
State (Loew’s) (3,500; 65-$1)— 


“Barefoot Contessa” (UA) (2d wk). 
Fair $7,500. Last week, $13,500. 


‘DRUMS’ LUSTY $10,500, 
OMAHA; ‘PARIS’ 66, 2D 


Omaha, Dec. 7. 
Usual December slump has set 





+ Minneapolis, 


Dec. 7. 

Cold, snow, and holdovers coms 
bined with pre-holiday adverse in- 
fluences to slough biz here in the 
past week. Usual Christmas shop- 
ping also is a real pain to the box- 
office. Few exhibs are willing to 
trot out new, strong product at the 
present time. “Phffft,’ one of few 
newcomers, looks to be fairish at 
the Orpheum. Another “Track of 
Cat” is only okay at Lyric. 

It is the 34th week of virile 
“Cinerama.” “Vanishing P1 rairie” 
is in its fifth stanza, while ‘“Kara- 
moja” is playing its third round. 
“Desiree” and ‘Last Time I Saw 
Paris,” especially the latter are 


'Okay in second sessions. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (S-W) (1,140; $1.75- 
$2.65)—“‘Cinerama” (Indie) (34th 
wk). Still little deviation from 


week to week. Boff $17,000. Last 
week, $19,000. 

G*pher (Berger) (1,600; 65-85)— 
“Karamoja” (Indie) and “Halfway 
to Hell” (Indie) (3d wk). Terrific 
bally still getting in plenty of pa- 


trons. Simash $6,500. Last week, 
$8,500. 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 85-$1)— 


“Track of Cat” (WB). Mitchum a 
draw, but mixed opinions on film’s 
merits. Stiff scale also is deterrent. 
Stout $7,000. Last week, “Black 
Widow” (20th) (2d wk), $4800. 

Radio City (Par) (4,100; 85-$1)— 
“Desiree” (20th) (2d wk). Hasn't 
reached advance b.o. expectations, 
Mild $7,000. Last week, $14,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 65- 
85) — “Phffft” (Col). Well-liked 
comedy, but title apparently is no 
asset. Fairish $8,500. Last week, 
“Cattle Queen of Montana” (RKO), 
$7,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-75)— 
“Three Hours to Kill’ (Col) and 
“Kisenga” (Indie). Light $4,500. 
Last week, “Fire Over Africa” 
(Col) and “They Rode West” (Col), 
$4,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 65-85)—‘“Last 
Time Saw Paris” (M-G) (2d wk), 
Getting good play from femme 
Christmas shoppers. Forte $8,500. 
Last week, $14,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 65-$1.25)— 
“Vanishing Prairie” (Disney) (5th 
wk). Coming to end fine run. Good 
$3,000. Last week, $4,000. 


K. C. Off; ‘Glen’ Fairish 
$11,000; ‘Carmen’ Oke 76, 
Desiree’ Good 106, 2d 


Kansas City, Dec. 7. 


Christmas shopping season has 
hit with suddenness and virtually 
all biz at first-runs are off from 
previous week’s sock pace. “White 
Christmas” in fourth week at Par- 
amount continues solid. ‘‘Desiree” 
is moderately good in two loca- 
tions. But “Drum Beat” at Mis- 
souri, “Last Time I Saw Paris” at 
Midland and “Carmen Jones” at 
Orpheum are sharply off from last 
week. Best newcomer is “Troubie 
in Glen” at three Fox Midwest 
first-runs but only fairish. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fairway (Fox Midwest) (700; 65- 
85)—“Desiree” (20th) (2d wk), 
Okay $4,000. Last week, $6,000. 





Glen (Dickinson) (750; 85-$1)— 
“High and Dry” (U) (5th wk). Good 
$1,300. Will hold. Last week, 


$1,500. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 85-$1)— 
“Julius Caesar’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Return date continues oke at $l. 
800. Stays on. Last week, $2,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 60-80)— 
“Last Time Saw Paris’ (M-G) and 


“Diamond Wizard” (UA) (2d wk). 
Light $7,000. Last week, $12,000. 
Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 65-90)— 


“Drum Beat” (WB) and “Sins of 
Rome” (RKO) (2d wk). Nice $7,500. 
Last week, $15,000. 

Orpheum (Fox Midwest) (1,915; 
75-$1)—"‘Carmen Jones” (20th) (2d 





wk). Dropped to $7,000, okay. Wiil 
hold. Last week, $10,500. 

| Paramount (United Par) (1.900; 
75-$1)—“White Christmas” (Par) 


| (4th wk). Still big at $10,000. Last 
week, giant $19,000. 

Roxy (Durwood) (879; 70-90)— 
| “Desiree” (20th) (2d wk). Good 
$6,000. Holds. Last week, $10,000. 

Tower, Uptown, Granada (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 1,217; 65- 
85)—“Trouble In Glen” (Rep) and 
“Hell’s Outpost” (Rep). Fairisi 
$11,000. Last week, “Richochet 
| Romance” (U) and “Yellow Moun: 
tain” (U), $13,500. 
|. Vogue (Golden) 

‘Pickwick Papers” 
um $1,700. Stays. 
“Murder on Monday” 
wk), $1,300. 





75-$1) — 
Medi- 
week 
(2d 


(550; 
(Indie). 
Last 
(Indie) 
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ANOTHER BIG WARNER TV PROMOTIO 


_ DORIS DRY ano FRANK SIN 


3, Beginning December 13th coast-to-coast for two consecutive 


- \ 


through December 24th, “The Big | weeks at 3:00 p.m. EST, Monday 
Payoff,” over the CBS-TV -_ \ RX ‘through Friday, is conducting a 














Z letter-writing contest for its mil- 
lions of viewers, entitled “I STAY 


laa AT HEART BY.......”. 
* The contest ties in directly with 





OOonris oOAY ANS 
FRANK mth aT: 





* the Christmas-New Year release of 
“YOUNG AT HEART,” with im- 
portant credit mentions each day. 


: 
ee The winner of the Bea, “and 


husband (or wife) will receive a 

















Bermuda trip as the first prize. The 


— 





Bi iv 


winner also will be brought to New 





4 


York to appear on “The Big Payoff,” 





with a chance to win a mink coat. 














RAPA DNS Sa naananneel 


RANDY MERRIMAN AND BESS MYERSON, In addition to the grand prize, there 


a = stars of the Colgate-Paimolive TV:Show, 
—— “THE BIG PAYOFF" displaying “Young at ‘ “ - 


/) 
ht 
Heart” poster before CBS-TV cameras. will be five runner “up prizes. yy | 4 





* 


CSSSSCCSeSSSeSSeSCSeEeSeSSSCSSOSeeSeeee Seeeaveeaeoseseeeeeeoese & 6 ot 


EVERY WEEK-DAY FOR 2 WEEKS OVER 79 TOP T 


City Station City Station City Station City Station 


BOREE, TA. ncvcscreccccccces WOI-TV GCHARIOTTE, DG. occccccccecee WBTV FRESNO, CALIF. ....secccees KMJ-TV KNOXVILLE, TENN. ........ WTSK-TV City 

ATLANTA, GA. ........... WAGA-TV CHARLESTON, W.VA. ...... WCHS-TY GALVESTON, TEXAS........ KGUL-TV LANCASTER, PA. .........- WGAL-TV MINNE 
AUSTIN, .TEXAS............. KTBC-TV CHICAGO, FELL. .....cccver WBBM-TY GREEN BAY, WISC. ........ WBAY-TV LANSING, MICH. .........-- WJIM-TV NASH\ 
BALTIMORE, MD. ......... WMAR-TV CINCINNATI, OHIO........ WKRC-TV GREENSBORO, N.C. ....... WFMY-TV Los ANGELES, CALIF. ....es00% KNXT NEW 5 
BINGHAMTON, N.Y. .......WNBF-TV CLEVELAND, OHIO............ WEWS HUTCHINSON, KANS. .......... KTVH LOUISVILLE, KY. .......++. WHAS-TV NEW ¢ 
BIRMINGHAM, AIA. ....... WABT-TV COLUMBUS, OHIO.......... WBNS-TV INDIANAPOLIS, IND. ...... WFBM-TV LYNCHBURG, VA. wcccccces WLVA-TV NEW 
BOSTON, MASS. .......... WNAC-TV DALLAS, TEXAS...... coccene KRLD-TV JACKSONVILLE, FLA. ...... WMBR-TV MACON, eh RR WMAZ.-TV NORFC 
a, A Ae WBEN-TV DAYTON, OHIO............ WHIO-TV JOHNSTOWN, PA. ......... WJAC-TV MEMPHIS, TEIN, ccc ccsretece wact Onual 
CEDAR RAPIDS, IA. ......... WMT-TV Deewe, GOGO. oc cc cccccecce KLZ-TV KALAMAZOO, MICH. ...... WKZO-TV MIAMI, an 6é-scodeu all wv) peal 
CHAMPAIGN, ILL. ......... WCIA-TV DETROIT, OAICH. .....ccceee WJBK-TV KANSAS CITY, MO. ......... WHB-TV MILWAUKEE, WISC. ....... WCAN-TY ORI 
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ON IS UNDER WAY! IT’S FOR. 


ATRA wYOUNG AT HEART 


3 AND HERE’S THE SPECIAL Full contest details are provided 
! PAYOFF FOR THE MANAGERS jj Jin the trailer. 


OF THE ist RUN THEATRES _— Ie The promotion department of 
PLAYING “YOUNG AT HEART”: .. “The Big Payoff” in New York is 
alerting all CBS stations which carry 
the show to cooperate locally with 
this contest. They are ready and 
eager to work out all mutually 





If any of the winners come from 
your town, you will automatically 


receive a duplicate prize. This means 





that it is possible for you also to win 





a free trip to Bermuda la and a are 
coat, or any of the runner-up prizes. 
Since your first-run theatre will be 


beneficial tie-ups. Cash. in! 


A NATION-WIDE PRE-RELEASE 
BUILD-UP TIMED TO 
PERFECTION FOR THE PERFECT 





playing “YOUNG AT HEART,” it | XMAS-NEW YEARS ATTRACTION! 
‘ will be to your interest to see that as — cE 
- | many letters as possible come from 
’ | your town. ase call 





A special free screen trailer has 





been sent to your theatre. It briefly 
- explains the tie-up between “The 
Big Payoff” and this picture. 





° J, 
STATIONS WITH 40 MILLION PEOPLE WATCHING! ; 


Cit , Cit Station City Station 

SK-TV y Station City Station y 

AL-TV | MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. .....WCCO-T¥ Ss PHOENIX, ARIZ. .........-. KPHO-TV ROCK ISLAND, ILL. ........ WHBF-TV ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. .....WSUN-TV 

poe NEW HAVE TENN MTT > Wwsix WV PINE BLUFF, ARK. re KATV Sats prod ay. -ateysh coeeeee ony SYRACUSE, WY. envecsnven waen-t¥ 

AVEN, CONN. ......\ OE cece saeutaal WDTV AN ANTONIO, TEXAS.........KEYL © TACOMA, WASH, ........... 

AT | MEW Ghteake tan MGT PORANDI ORE, occckoImery SAN Bieo. cAulr, 2 ikhinry TOLEDO, OM °°. waepety 

: SITY, N.Y... WCBS-TV PROVIDENCE, R.i..........WJAR-TY SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. ....... TULSA Gata’ veoh 

AZ-TV J SORFOLK, VA. NiBAL,MO.KHQA-TV SCHENECTADY, N.Y. ......-..- WRGB == TULSA OKLA. ........ ee eee ees 

wMct | OKLAHOMA Yea, aia: ae READING, PA. soa veneat WHUM-TV SCRANTON, PA. .....-.-++- WGBI-TV UTICA. N. Y. ol Be ae WKIV 

oe weer XMTV ROANOKE, VA. .....---+0- SOUTH BEND, IND. ............ ws INGTON, D.C. . .WTOP-TV ) 

AN-TV PEORIA Wns saxsthapseda WEEK-TV ROCHESTER, N.Y. ......... atv SPOKANE, WASH. ........-. KXLY-TV YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO. ..... WKBN-TV f 
HILADELPHIA, PA... WOAUATV ROCKFORD, ILL. .........5- WREX.TV SEE, HG co enccscecaue KSD-TV 
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ories-Labor Wind 


Up Debate: 


British Due for Com] TV Neext Fall 


London, Nov. 30. + 


The Labor opposition has had its 





| 7 
say, the Tory government has stood | Aussie Singer Preems 


firmly by its policy and there now 
is no practical obstacle to the in- 
troduction of commercial tele in 
Britain next fall. Only a Socialist 
victory in a general election could 
upset the calculations, but Con- 
servative ministers in last week’s 
House of €ommons debate inti- 
mated they would be happy to fight 
an election on this issue in view of 
the fact that more than a million 
multi-channel receivers will have 
been sold by next year. 

A Labor motion requesting the 
government te amend or repeal the 
recently adopted Television Act 


was defeated by 300 votes to 268, | 
ASsis- | 


David Gammans, the 
tant Postmaster-General had de 
scribed it as an attempt to fight 
the battle of the act over again. 
Main spokesman for the opposi- 
tion was Herbert Morrison, deputy 
leader of the Labor Party, who 
challenged the inclusion of press 
lords among the first batch of pro- 
gram contractors, and felt that this 
might restrict objective criticism. 
He also argued that formation of 
the new network was leading to 
an unholy scramble between the 


atter 


BBC and others for artists and 
staffs. 
After assuring the House that 


Lord Rothermere and Lord Kem. 
sley (two of the press barons) 
would no more be able to influence 
their programs to the right than 
Sidney Bernstein, who was a fully 
paid-up member of the Labor 
Party, would be able to influence 
his programs to the léft, the As- 
sistant PMG charged Morrison 
with assuming the role of Sir Gala- 
had with a mission to save the Brit- 
ish people from a fate worse than 
death. 

Harry Crookshank, Lord Privy 
Seal, winding the debate for the 
government, outlined the plans for 


the news service of the commercial | 
It was likely, he said, that | 


web. 
there would be a news company, 
a federation of the four program 
contractors, and the Independent 
Television Authority would be re- 
sponsible for the objectivity 
impartiality of the service. 


MEX FILM BIZ SEEKS 
PLAYDATES IN CUBA 


Mexico City, Nov. 30s 
Cuba is the newest intensified 
foreign market target for Mexican 
pix which the trade’s bank, Banco 
Nacional Cinematografico, has cho- 
sen. The bank launched the Cuban 
drive with an investment of $550,- 
000 ‘($300,000 to establish an ex- 
change in mMavana and $250,000 for 
a long-lease on four cinemas). Lat- 
ter will be showcases in the Cuban 

capital for Mexican pix. 
Bank hopes to erase 





and | 


friction | 


In ‘Whittington’ Role 


Manchester, Nov. 30. 

Tom Arnold is presenting Joy 
Nichols, Australian singer, in the 
title role of “Dick Whittington” 
at the heatre. Son- 
nie Hale is playing Dame and 
Brian Reece Idle Jack. Arnold, a 
leading British showman, has five 
major provincial pantomimes op- 
erating. Vic Oliver is his “Old 
King Cole” at the Grand Theatre, 
Leeds, and Al 


Palace Theat ra here. 


land comedian, is Buttons in | 
“Cinderella” at the Empire, Liver- 
pool. 


At the Theatre Royal, Birming- 


ham, Arnold has joined forces 
With Emile Littler to present 
“Puss In Boots,” with Jewel & 


Warriss as comedians. He is fea- 
turing Norman Evans and Beity 
Jumel in “Humpty Dumpty” at 
the Theatre Royal, Nottingham. 
For first time in years, Tom Arn- 
old has not put a pantomime into 
Scotland. 


East-West Reich 


Renew Pic Trade 


Bonn, Nov. 30. 

The Bonn government has given 
its official sanction to the Interna- 
tional Film Handling Corp. of 
| Bonn to deal in films between East 
|Germany and West Germany. It 
} y ‘ 
'has asked all West German _ pro- 
ducers and distributors to work 
|} through this organization in mak- 
j}ing arrangements for showings in 
East Germany. The government 
has specifically told the West Ger- 
man companies not to work direct- 
ly with the Red agencies DFFA 
and Sovexport. 

It is presently illegal to deal with 





ithe Easterners 


from Bonn, which has kept the 


| 
| crossover of pix down to a mini- | 


| mum. But in view of the increased 
|} interest of people in East Germany 
| to see the products from the other 
side, the government has decided 
to change its method of operation. 
| IFHC is permitted both to do ex- 
change deals for films and to buy 
films outright for showing to East 
|Germany since there is a_ far 
greater demand there for West pix 
than there is in West Germany for 
the Iron Curtained products. 


NUMBER OF MEX PIX 
IN PROD. UP SHARPLY 





which some Mexican pix provoked | 


in} Cuba, particularly Havana, 
through the exchange there and 
channelling only true Cuban-taste 
films there. 


Italo Film Weeks Now 
Expand Into Far East 
Rome, Dec. 7. 
Unitalia Film, local organization 
for the promotion of Italian pix 


abroad, is following up its recent 
film week in 





successtul 
With a serie 
Far East. Promotional weeks, with 
cultural tieins and aid from Italian 
embassies for prestige purposes, 
are scheduled for Djakarta (March 
1-7). Sydney, Australia (March 15- 
21 Manila (March 27-30), with a 
winding up the tour in 
April 8-14. 


Zala event 


Tokvo 


\ delegation of stars, directors, 


and producers will attend the last- 
named, which fits into the Italian 
industry’s new Nippo-lItalian co- 
production setup. 


Brit. Singer’s Aussie Tour 
London, Noy. 30. 

David Hughes, young British 
singer, planes to Australia Dec. 20 
to top the vaude at the Tivoli, Syd- 
ney. opening Dec. 26. He has 
signed a five-week contract with 
David N. Martin. Hughes goes on 
to America early next year. He is 
mulling cabaret and tv dates in 
Calitornia and Las Vegas. 

To make the Aussie trip he has 
had to bow out of the current 
“Forces Show” on the BBC, 


London /| 
’s of film weeks in the | 


Mexico City, Dec. 7. 

| Marked volume comeback in 
film production in Mexice by Mexi- 
cans and foreigners, latter mostly 
Hollywood pix, looms for 1954, 
with the film biz now figuring that 
the year’s total will be 110. This 
is good but below the 126 turned 
out in 1951. However, most of the 
‘51 crop were boxoffice duds here 
and abroad. 


Trade estimate is based upon the 


include 
made in two 


The Mexican 
15 “quickies,” 
weeks, 


3 Mex City Cinemas Fold 


City, Dec. 7. 
High costs and increasingly low 


productions 
mostly 


Mexico 


grosses forced the 


shuttering of 


three local cine- 
Diaz 


Bravo 


subsequent-run 
Cines Bravo and 
de Leon, owned by Miguel 


mas—the 


Vata, and the Condesa, which Edu- ! 


ardo Chavez Garcia owns. They 
explained that wages te unionists, 
nembers of the 
tographic Industry Workers Union 

STIC), and low admittance prices 
that the local city amusements su- 
pervision department ceilinged 
late in 1952 made it impossible for 
them to stay in business. 

Shutterings were decided upon 
when STIC demanded revision of 
labor contracts, featuring another 
bpay hike. 


Read, north-of-Eng- | 


jan average of 
| week, 


; now 


without a permit | 


completion of 103 up to Nov. 24, | 
of which Americans made _ seven. 


National Cinema- | 
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British Equity Would 
Launch Rep Companies 


London, Nov. 30. 

A plan to regulate entry into 
the profession, with the main ob- 
jective of solving unemployment 
among actors, was debated at a 
special session of British Actors 
Equity. It was decided to make a 
start with repertory (stock) 
panies. A motion to this effect was 
adopted by 163 votes to 102. 
| At the same meeting, Equity 
launched its campaign for stand- 
ard contract for television, includ- 
ing live performances and _ tele- 
| films. An instruction would go out 
|to members to refuse engagements 
starting March 1 unless satisfactory 
terms had been negotiated in the 
meantime. 
| The special Equity session, con- 
vened primarily to consider the 
unemployment situation, was told 
that statistics showed 1,300 union 
members were claiming the aole 
each week. On average, an actor 
worked 33 weeks each year and 
'one-third of the members 
less than $14 a 


The union, it was reported, was 
negotiating a series of im- 
ported wage scales including a 
London minimum of $28 a week, a 
touring minimum of $14 and $19.60 
in repertory. Increased rates are 
demanded for twice-nightly 
| ductions. 


MAGICO KALANAG SET 





Edinburgh, Nov. 30. 

Kalanag (Charles Ewald), cur- 
rently at the Empire Theatre here 
with his musical-magico show, has 
a European tour lined up for 1955. 

After a Christmas season at 
Shrewsbury, Eng., 
Lyons, Paris and 
will then take his 
Vienna, He is set to open a new 
vaude house, the Torgoot, in Is- 
tanbul, Turkey. In 1956 Kalanag 
plans to visit Australia after a re- 
turn trek to South Africa. 

He carries a 35-strong company 
of various nationalities, plus 20 
tons of equipment in four contain- 
er-vans. His leading lady is Gioria 
de Vos, a Swedish actress. 


Marseilles, and 











See-Hear System 


aaa Continued from pace 2 ———e 


tem. Idea may spread now to all 
| straight-play houses. 
Desmond 


pioneer in 


Clements-Finnerty is 
this field and 


does both adaptation and readings. 


new 


The device, known as the Sono- 


phone, is the creation of the So- 
Industrielle 


ciete d’Aeoustique. 


Present guinea-pig Sonophone is 
Claude Accursi-Jean Ferry comedy- 
farce, “La Machine a Coudre” 


(The Sewing Machine). 
Play is neatly acted by Maxime- 
Fabert, Dominique Page and Yves 


Massard. Vhile dialog is often 
bright, some rate the broadcast 
adaptation as better than actual 


original text. This should be of 
great use to many U. S. and Brit- 
ish producers who come to the cits 


to see plays. Finnerty is now at 
work on the Comedie-Francaise 
show. 


Another legit experiment was the 
opening of the P. Tiglio-E. Morel 
comedy, “Ce Cher Abel” (That 
Dear Abel), which opened without 
inviting critics. Plan is to see if 
the play can gain patronage with- 
jout any reviews. 


com: | 


earned | 


pro- | 


FOR ’55 EUROPE TOUR: 


he has dates at | 


production 10 | 


British Film Biz Mulls New Plan 
| For Picking Future Royal Films 





_U. S. Vaude Names Set 
| For 55 Scot Teeoffs 


Glasgow, Dec. 7. 
be the teeing-off 
most of the 1955 crop 
of American disk singers and 
vaude stars: The Empire Theatre 
is regarded as a good showcase to 
test patron and crix’ reaction. The 
Four Aces are set to open here 
| March 28 for one week, later visit- 
ling Edinburgh, Birmingham, New- 
| castle, Liverpool and Leeds. 
| They will follow Don Cornell, 
|who is due at the Empire, Glas- 
week of March 21. 


| Glasgow will 


point for 


| ' for the 
To Solve Unemployment Kitty Kallen is pacted for a vaude 


week here in late April. She will 
make a four-week tour of key Brit- 
ish vauderies, 


Sports TV Hurts 
B.0., Say Exhibs 


London, Nov. 30. 

British exhibitors are becoming 
'increasingly concerned at the ef- 
fect on the boxoffice of telecasts of 
major sporting events. Twice 
| within a fortnight the b.o. took a 
‘/countrywide dive when live trans- 
'missions of international football 
matches between Russian and 
| English teams were featured on 
'the BBC-TV night programs. 
In each case, tele cameras COov- 
'ered the second-half of the game 
only for direct transmissions, but 
made a complete film record for 
airing night later. It was the 
simultanecus program that took its 
toll of the boxoffice. Extent to 
which film theatres suffered varied 
in different parts of the country. 
Some exhibs said biz was down Sy 
as much as 70°. 

Theatre owners are concerned at 
the increasing tendency to televise 
| international matches. 
|}afternoon (Wed.), BBC-TV will be 
|covering the England-tv. Berlin 
experiment, the 





| match. As an 
!eight theatres. A week later (7) 
ithe inter-varsity contest between 
Oxford and Cambridge will be cov- 
ered by a live telecast. 


Paal Returns to U.S. to 
Set Distrib-Prod. Deals 


London, Dec. 7. 





Alexander Paal, who recently 
arrived from Hamburg to set a 


deal for 
of his “Columbus Discavers Krah- 
winkel,” returns to the U.S. to- 
morrow ‘Wed.) on the Queen 
Elizabeth. He produced and di- 
rected the film in Germany. 
While in New York, Paal will 
also arrange a U. S. distribution 
deal for “Columbus.” Then he 
| heads for the Coast to ready his 


}next venture, “The Garden of 
| Love.” A biopic on_ painter 
Rubens, it will star Jose Ferrer, 


who'll also direct. 


FRIENDLY WARNINGS 





Washington Dailies Chide Film 
Men for Recent ‘Art’ 
Washington, Dec. 7. 
Midtown exhibitors have re- 
ceived warnings from city’s two 
largest dailies—Evening Star and 
Post-Times-Herald—to clean up 
their film ads. Both papers sent 


reps to explain to the theatre men 
about reader complaints on art in 
recent display advertising. 
Though no films were specifically 
mentioned, it is understood prin- 
cipal offenders were ‘Barefoot 


Contessa’ and the Gina _ Lolio- 
brigida import, “Bread, Love and 
Dreams.” Large opening display 


copy is generally provided by the 
distributors. 

Warning here was entirely on a 
friendly basis with no advertising 
dropped and no changes demanded 
in copy already accepted by the 
papers. Exhibitors expressed will- 
ingness to cooperate and said they 
would notify main offices. 

Last time such warnings were 
dropped by the papers was about 

jthree years ago. 


Tomorrow | 


transmission is being picked up by } 


United Kingdom release | 


London, Dec. 7. 

A special session of the execu- 
tive committee of the Cinemato- 
graph Trade Benevolent Fund has 
been called for this week to de- 
cide what steps shouid be taken 
to counter the outcry against the 
selection of “Beau Brummell” for 
this year’s Royal film gala. The 
confab is expected to be more than 
a mere inquest; it will inap a new 
| policy to be tried out next year. 
| Reports that the Queen and the 
| Duke of Edinburgh have protested 
against the choice of “Brummell” 
| have added to the concern within 
ithe industry, and have given a 
isense of urgency to this week’s 
| meeting. 

Leading industry executives are 
convinced that radical changes in 
the method of selection will be in- 
| troduced next year and that either 
a representative of the Lord Cham- 
berlain’s office or an official of 
Buckingham Palace will be invited 
to join the panel to insure that 
the chosen film is suitable for a 
royal occasion. : 

A proposal on these lines already 
has been advocated by Sir Alex- 
|andre Korda, who also suggested 
| the inclusion of the chairman of 
|the Critics Circle on the selection 
committee. Tom O’Brien, M.P., 
|calling for the resignation of the 
| selection committee, has suggested 
{that the ‘delicate function” of 
| picking the royal film should be 
| left to a small body of members of 
the Queen’s Household. 


‘LOVE’ LOOKS LEAN FOR 
LONDON: AABEL CLICKS 


London, Dec. 7. 

Margaret Hewes made her bow 
in local management (in associa- 
tion with S. T. P. (Theatres) Ltd.), 
with the presentation of ‘Account- 
ing For Love,’ adapted from the 
French by her son, Henry Hewes, 
at the Saville Theatre Dec. 1. 

Production is notable for intro- 
ducing the star of the Oslo Nation- 
al Theatre, Per Aabel, who scored 
a major personal triumph. The 
farcical plot, however, is too dated 
for present-day tastes and has 
slender hopes of survival. 

John Clements Plays Ltd. pre- 
'Sented “The Little Glass Clock” by 
Hugh Mills at the Aldwych last 
Saturday (3) after a_ provincial 











tryout. Witty, sexy 18th Century 
comedy, starring John Clements 
and Kay Hammond, may succeed 


on the stars’ popularity. 

Directed by John Clements, this 
artistic production glamorizes a 
{thin story. 


U.S. Cartoons Get Tax 
Break in W. Germany 


Frankfurt, Nov. 30. 

Hollywood cartoons, which for- 
merly were not allowable for re- 
ductions in the German amuse- 
ment tax when shown with a film 
| here, have just been included in 
for tax reduction, according to a 
the group eligible to be classified 
new German ruling. Minister 
Erhart Maurher, speaking for all 
| West German Ministers of Culture, 
announced that the new minimum 
length for shorts eligible for “spe- 
cial sanction” (a reduction in the 
amusement tax from 20° to 25°% 
of theatre ticket price) has been 
|, lowered from 250 meters to 150 
; meters. 

Shorts of a minimum 150 meters, 
instead of the former 250. are 
seen by a special German board 
Which classifies them according to 
value for the viewers. Those 
deemed worthy can be shown with 
a reduced amusement tax. 











Hoyts Ballying Anni 
wal * ° 
Of C’Scope in Aussie 
Sydney, Nov. 30. 

Hoyts loop will stage first birth- 
day of CinemaScope here next 
|}month. “The Robe” initially lifted 
the drapes C’Scope at the Sydney 
Regent last Dec. 9. 

Hoyts, with its partner, 20th- 
Fox, will spend freely to bally the 
birthday theme, and has lined up 
some strong pix. The 20th-Fox 
pix already selected for Sydney 
are “Three Coins in Fountain” at 
| the Regent, “Long John Silver” at 
the Plaza, ‘‘Woman’s World” et 
the Mayfair and “Hajji Baba” play- 
ing the Esquire. 
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No Bids on Bankrupt Studio Tips 


Serious State of Arg. Pix Finance 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 30. 

Highly symtomatic of the pre- 
carious state of film production 
finances in Argentina was the lack 
of a solitary bid when the main 
properties of the bankrupt Emelco 
studios were put up at public auc- 
tion. Base price was roughly $50,- 
000. Generous terms of payment 
included only 30% cash, the bal- 
payable on mortgage _ over 
five years. The Industrial Credit 
(State) Bank, as Emelco’s main 
creditor, was left holding the bag 
although a large crowd was at- 
tended the auctisn. 

A condition of the sale which 
may have stymied matters for pro- 
ducers was that no one already 
owing the bank coin could benefit 
by the credit terms. As all local 
producers are heavily in debt to 
it, this was a stumbling block. 

Emeleo was driven into bank- 
-uptey in 1952. American industrial- 
ists have shown occasional interest 
in the property for use as factory 
buildings, but the price stymied 
any deal. Another idea mulled 
over was conversion of Emelco 
into tele studios but the location 
is somewhat inaccessible. Now 
that public auction has failed, 
some enterprising group may step 
in to secure a bargain. 

A factor which may have further 
impeded any bids from the local 
film industry was that the Credit 
Bank has suddenly cut all loans to 
producers, and it’s reported there 
will be a revision of the State’s 
policy of all-out aide to the pix 
biz. This stems from discussion 
of a notorious racket developed 
from this generosity. Simce 1952, 
the bank has loaned producers 70% 
of their production budgets, at two- 
year payment terms at the low 
(for these times) interest of 5% 
per year. Certain types of pro- 
ducers or pseudo-producers wouid 
then inflate their budgets way 
above normal, and having obtained 
the coin from the bank, re-loaned 
it at a much higher interest. In- 
flated budgets in some cases went 
100°% above the value of the film 
made. In other cases only a feint 
was made at actual production, and 
after preliminary stages the pic- 
ture was abandoned. 


ance 


At a recent Motion Picture 
Council Meeting, the Bank nixed 
23 out of 24 credit applications. 


The only grant went to Enrique 
Faustin, who is to produce “El Ul- 
timo Perro” (The Last Hound), 
from Guillermo House’s best-sell- 


ing novel. 
The film industry is reputed to 
owe the bank around $5,000,000. 


Probably in future producers will 
have to rely for finance on funds 
accruing from the 20 centavo tax 
recently assigned to them on every 
film theatre stub sold. 
Hire Foreign Directors 
If the lack of bids for the Emelco 


property was symptomatic of bank- 
rupt finances, continuous” an- 
nouncements of hiring foreign di- 
rectors and stars seem indicative 


of failure by native talent to gain 
an international market. There is 


continuous talk of co-production 
deals, but right now it’s difficult 
to see how these will prove the | 
li industry is making good. 
Hugo del Carril is postponing 
work on ‘‘Pancho Ramirez” until 
next March. By then he will know 
hi his “La Quintrala,”’ which 
] ned last week, does at the 
boxotfice. The Mentasti Bros. of 
Argentina Sono Film has_ dis- 
carded all idea of making ‘‘Car- 
navalito” with French femme Vivi- 
anne Romance, teamed with Poritu- 
£uese actor Antonio Vilar. The 
combined salary demands of the 
European put a halt to plans. 
Mexican director Emilio Fer- 


n 


indez is due this week to direct 
a Tierra del Fuego se Apaga” 
(Land of Fire Burns Out) in which 
Ana Maria Lynch (Mrs. del Carril) 
and Raf Vallone’ are to co-star. 





German City’s Film Biz Up 
Frankfurt, Nov. 30. 

Business in the Frankfurt film 
houses for the first six months of 
1954 shows a definite increase over 
the same period in 1953 by about 
«12,000 more people. City’s 64 the- 
atres, With 31,37l-seat capacity, 
Piayed to 6,435,000 people the first 
SIX months. 
Big month in the first half 
the year was March, which hit 
Post-war high. Increased box- 
‘ice is in line with the country’s 
‘8vering economy, 


gest 


Ol 
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Wilcox Goes Back To 
Brit. Lion for Distrib 


London, Nov. 30. 

Herbert Wilcox has terminated 
his contract with Republic Pictures 
and reverts to independent pro- 
duction, with distribution through 
British Lion. Last picture under 
the deal was “Lilacs in the Spring” 
starring Anna Neagle, Errol Flynn 
and David Farrar which preems 
Christmas Eve at the London Pa- 
vilion. It opens simultaneously in 
Australia, South Africa and Can- 
ada. By returning to the British 
Lion banner, Wilcox resumes a 
long association with that company. 

“Lilacs,” which gets British re- 
lease through Republic, is being 
distributed in the Western Hemis- 
phere by United Artists. It is a film- 
ization of “The Glorious Days,” a 
musical cavalcade, covering three 
centuries in which Anna Neagle 
starred on the West End stage last 
year. It also marks Flynn’s debut 
in a song and dance role. 


2tth-Fox, Hoyts, 
GUT Into Tele 


Sydney, Nov. 30. 





20th-Fox and 
loops, Hoyts and Greater 
(via a major JARO interest) 
represented 
formed in Melbourne (with a capi- 
tal of $2,250,000) and to seek a 
commercial tv license. 20th has a 
controlling interest in Hoyts, 
which in turn has a stake in Mel- 
bourne broadcasting station 3XY. 


are 


broadcasting stations and an elec- 
trical manufacturer; and Cinesound 
Productions, a GU subsid. 

Hoyts chief, Ernest Turnbull, 
states that facilities of Fox Movie- 


itone News and Commonwealth 
|Filmeraft Laboratories will be 
made available to the group. 


The Aussie broadcasting control 
board early next year will hold 
public hearings on applications for 
two commercial tv licenses each in 


Sydney and Melbourne. A Sydney 
|}group recently announced its in- 


tention to apply for a license. 

The government’s plan for be- 
ginning tv is to have a national 
(state-owned station in Sydney, 
|and one in Melbourne. The Aus- 
| tralian Broadcasting Commission, 
|which provides a national radio 
‘service, has invited a Canadian tv 
expert to Australia He ‘is A\l- 
|} phonse Ouimet, general manager 
of CBC, who due 
month. 


750,000 YANKS MAKE 





is 





Mexico City, Dec. 7. 

Yankee tourist trade will set a 
new high of around 750,000 visi- 
tors by the end of this year, which 
will help Mexico greatly with 
gently needed dollars. That’s the 
|forecast of Congressman 
Diaz Pumarino, chairman of the 
congressional tourist committee. 
More Americans than ever 
coming down here, he said, 
cause of general improvements in 
accommodations, travel and serv- 
|ices, plus intensive publicity and 
the 8c peso, Cheaper peso makes 
“doing” Mexico somewhat less ex- 
pensive than seeing America. 


the fact that some 600,000 Ameri- 
cans visited from January to Oc- 
tober. 


Scot Fest’s Russ Bid 


Edinburgh, Nov. 30. 
Officials of the International Fes- 
tival here have sent an invitation 
to the U. of Moscow asking them 








1955 arts junket. Aim is to stimu- 
| late international interest and 
|friendship. More than 60 world 
universities are being invited to 
|send delegates. 

| The Edinburgh Festival is sked- 
'ded for August, 1955. 


rival pix theatre | 
Union | 


in a company to be} 


Other participants are the legit | 
firm, J. C. Williamson Ltd.; twa} 
Melbourne newspapers; two more 


here next | 


MEX TREKS THIS YEAR 


ur- | 


Carlos | 


are | 
be- | 


Bumper figure is predicated on | 


to be officially represented at the | 


Expands Into 
Northeast Scotland 


London, Dec. 7. 

An expansion of the BBC-TV net- 
work, which will bring television 
to Northeast Scotland for the first 
|time, is to be inaugurated next 
| week. A new transmitter near 
| Aberdeen swings into activity on 
| Tuesday (14), and to mark the 
two programs are to be 


| BBC-TV 


occasion 
| beamed from the city. 
The programs, which will go out 


| over the entire BBC web, will in- | 


clude a play and children’s feature. 


‘Predict Italian Film 
Law Will Be Extended, 
Likely for Full Year 


Rome, Nov. 30. 

It now appears highly probable 
that the protective Italian Film 
Law, scheduled to expire Dec. 31, 
will be extended, probably for a 
full year, thus insuring continua- 
{tion of production plans and a 
; whole interknit tax rebate system 
| which characterized the Italo film 








| legislation. The official extension | 


'featuring Bing 


Gordine Asks Damages of French ; 
| Govt. Agency: Blames It for Losses 





Crosby’s Life in Films 
On BBC’s Tele, Dec. 18 


London, Dec. 7. 

compilation film 
Crosby, including 
many of his musi- 


An_ hour-long 
o 


excerpts from 


}eals from “The Big Broadcast of 





| 


| 


} 


1932” to “White Christmas,” is to 
be screened by BBC-TV on Satur- 
day (18). This will be the third 
in the BBC series on Hollywood 
personalities, the others having 
spotlighted Rita Hayworth and 
Doris Day. 

The film, which is designed to 
tell Crosby’s screen story, will fea- 


ture many top personalities who 
have partnered him through the 


|years, including Bob Hope, Doro- 


| proposal has been submitted to the | 


ministries concerned by Presiden- 
tial Undersecretary Scalfaro. 

If approved, the extension would 
be valid until such a time as the 
long-preparing new film law could 
be submitted and passed. Anxiety 
had recently been voiced by many 
local industry people, indicating 
ANICA boss Eitel Monaco, over 
failure on the part of the govern- 
mental bodies concerned to take up 
the film law question. If the law 
is not extended, or a new one 
passed by Dec. 31, the intricate 
protective system would be pair- 
alyzed, with serious effects on local 
production. In addition, several 
international agreements which de- 
|pend on the stability of the pro- 
tective legislation would automati- 
cally become invalid. The current 
move has somewhat calmed indus- 
try nerves, and Monaco is now 
| confident that an extension will be 
granted in time. 

One of the international agree- 
ments directly affected by the 
Italian Film Law is the Franco- 
Italian co-production and_ film 
exchange deal. This was extended 
| last week in Paris by a joint indus- 
try committee, pending approval 
and extension of the present Italian 
protective clauses. If and when this 
extension 
| law passed, France and Italy would 
immediately meet to revise their 








ment into a permanent one. 


STURGES HELPING ON 
FRENCH PIC FOR U.S. 


Paris, Nov. 30. 
Brandon, of Brandon 
Films, wound negotiations with 
Marcel Pagnol for the U. S. rights 
to his lastest three-hour film, 
“Lettres De Mon Moulin” (Letters 
From My Mill). As a first, the pic 
will be re-edited and _ subtitled 
here for the U. S. Preston Sturges, 
an old friend of Pagnol, is doing 
the supervision and the titles. 

Brandon believes that the art 
films and arty theatres are on the 
wane in the U. S. both because of 
the way films are handled and be- 
cause of the increasing European 
tendency to make “scrubbed films” 
—that is pix either dubbed or so 
imitative of U. S. product as to be 
robbed of their inherenf national 
characteristics. He feels that the 
taste and desire for seeing art pix 
has to be rebuilt. 





Thomas 





CHURCH RAPS MINISTER 


Scot Clergyman Criticized For 
Praising ‘Martin Luther’ 
Edinburgh, Nov. 30. 

A church minister has been 


| criticized here for recommending 
the film, ‘‘“Martin Luther.” 
Rev. Professor Roderick Finlay- 


Scotland’s Monthly Record, praised 
the pic 





| it.” It was the first time he had 
| anything good to say of a commer- 
cial picture. 

Members of his church hit back 
at the professor for lauding the 
pic. “Religious plays and films 
have been the ruin of many who 
might have been saved,” said one. 
| Another alleged that, in the past, 
ministers received gifts to recom- 
jmend religious films. 


|; major networks. 


| ferred 


is granted, or the new | 


thy Lamour, Fred Astaire, Andrews 
Sisters, Jane Wyman and Jack Tea- 
garden. 





3 Networks in 


Arg. Realigned | 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 30. 

The last weeks have seen an 
acute state of agitation in local ra- 
dio circles as a result of a reorgani- 
zation stemming from reallocation 
of concessions to operate the three 
Officially, reor- 
ganization means that network ap- 
eration returns to private commer- 
cial interests. But in actual fact, 
the State control continues as close 
as ever since new holders of the 
concessions are closely linked to 
the party in power, both financially 
and politically. 

Two of the networks were trans- 
to new financial 


ing the one tele transmitter) and 


Radio Splendid. Belgrano was 
originally founded and operated as 
a one-man Empire by the late 
Jaime Yankelevich. After the 
death three years ago, ostensibly 
the web was operated by Pedro 
Gallardo, an official of the Tele- 


communications Ministry, who has 
now returned to that office. The 


| Belgrano empire has been awarded 


current temporary extension agree- | 


| have 
| tycoon Jorge Antoni. 


turo 


to the APT (Asociacion Promotora 
de Teieradiodifusion) for $6,000,- 
000. Capital of the APT is said to 
been put up by automobile 
The govern- 
ing board of this new concern in- 
cludes no names hitherto known 
in radio. The new board axed some 
176 at Belgrano. 

Some 30 staff members were 
also fired on the Splendid web, 
which is now to be run. by a group 
which operates the evening news- 
papey, La Razon. There were also 
staff dismissals on Radios Mitre, 
tivadavia, Excelsior, Argentina, 
Portena and Antartida, which will 
be absorbed by the major webs. 
The only web on which there were 
no changes was the Mundo, which 
already had a definite operating 
concession, but gained Radios 


Mitre and Antartida from the real- | 


location. Belgrano got Pueblo, 
Rivadavia and Argentina while 
Splendid will have Portena and 


Excelsior. 





Toscanini Set For 
Little Scala Opening 


Milan, Nov. 30. 
In announcing its winter season 
schedule, the Scala Theatre today 
confirmed recent reports that Ar- 
Toscanini would take up the 
baton once more to direct the open- 
ing program at the Little Scala, 
recently completed annex to the 
operatic showcase. Date was un- 


| specified but will probably be next 


son, editor of the Free Church of | 


in his editorial columns | 
and urged “young and old to see | 


spring. Toscanini will direct 
“Falstaff.” 

Also booked for the season, and 
for the first time at the Scala, is 
George Gershwin’s “Porgy and 
Bess” which recently had its suc- 
cessful Italian preem at Venice’s 
Fall Musical Festival. The Every- 
man Co. is staging. Leonard Bern- 


stein has been signed by the Scala | 


to conduct a series of concerts. 
The program also features a Euro- 
pean preem of Gian Carlo Menotti's 
“The Saint of Bleecker Street” 
and a worid preview of Darius Mil- 
| haud’s “David.” 


groups. | 
| These were Radio Belgrano (includ- | 


4 Paris, Dec. 7. 
| Sacha Gordine, who was one of 
the top film producers here before 
going bankrupt three years ago, ig 
suing the governmental Centre Na- 
Du Cinema for. actions 
against him. He charges that these 
moves jeopardized his filmmaking, 
creating heavy losses and prevent- 
|}ing him from reentering production 
| because of arbitrary measures by 
|the CNC. Gordine is’ asking 
| $1,140,000 aamages. 
| Gordine, who was _ responsible 
|} for some of the big Gallic pres- 
|tige pix since the war, including 
|‘‘La Ronde,” “L’Idiot,” ‘“‘La Maria 
, Du Port” and Juliette,” makes 
three points in his suit. He claims 
that a film project, “Six Crimes 
Sans Assassins,” with financing al- 
ready set, was nixed for a produc- 
tion seal by the CNC, and that he 
suffered a loss in reimbursing his 
| investors. Gordine also charges 
; that the CNC illegally prevented 
|} him from making two versions of 
the film, “‘Les Miracles N’Che Lieu 
Qu’Une Fois” (Miracles Oniy Hap- 
pen Once), a Franco-Italo produc- 
| tion, which normally allows, uncer 
|the law, two complete versions. 
Gordine says the CNC only sanc- 
i tioned one, plus a dubbed version, 
and he iost the benefits of a native 
version. He claims that the CNC 
nixed his coproduction affiliation 
with an Italian compary on the 
film version of Pirandello’s “‘Vetir 
Ceux Qui Sont Nue” (Dress Those 
Who Are Naked) and gave the right 
to another producer. 

Although Gordine admits he had 
financial troubles he feels. that 
other producers, also with financial 


| tional 





difficulties, have obtained CNC 
help and guidance. Certain pro- 
gressive cinema elements here, 
|; notably’ directors who have had 


| trouble with the CNC, are reported 
| behind Gordine in this affair. 

On its side the CNC says that, 
although Gordine showed talent 
and originality in his production 
work, the leaving of too many un- 
paid bills, with resulting com- 
plaints, behooved them to make 
the decision to refuse his produc- 
tion license. CNC adds thet part 
of their new Film Aid Law ruling 
stipulates that the producer must 
be able to show complete fluidity 
in his affairs and be responsible 
for 20% of the funds of any of his 
pix. 


CEA Prexy, Fined As 
Quota Violator; Claim 


Some Brit. Pix ‘Rubbish’ 


Leeds, Eng., Nov. 30. 
Certain British films were de- 
| scribed by an agent as “mere rub- 
bish” when C. H. Whincup, prexy 
of the British Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn., was fined $15 and 
ordered to pay $30 cost for failing 








|to exhibit his required quota of 
| first-featured British pix. Instead 
of 30% and 25%, it was alleged 
‘that the percentages of English 
films shown were respectively 17.6 
and 18.1. 

| Whincup claimed that to fulfill 
the quota was a commercial im- 
practicability. He was under re- 
striction regarding General Film 
| Distributors’ product and was un- 
|able to get pix except under cer- 
tain conditions consisting of the 
booking films even before they 
were tradeshown. 

The same thing, he said, applied 
to Associated British-Pathe prod- 
uct, except that it was not limited 
to British films and he had to take 
American films. 

Referring to a list of English 
pix available to Whincup, his agent 
said: “Some were three y¢ old. 
If he had shown this rubbish, he 
might have complied with the 
quota but he might also have 
shown a financial loss.” 


‘Spirit’ Solid in Scotland 
Glasgow, Nov. 30. 

Noel Coward's “Blithe Spirit’ is 
doing solid biz at King’s Theatre 
here. Comedy had record run of 
1997 performances on its original 
production in London and became 
the marathon “Chu Chin Chow” of 
the last world war. 

In the latest production Kay 
Kendall, English film actress, who 
starred in “Genevieve,” plays the 
| ghost wife Elvira, 
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IN STEP WITH THE FORWARD 









MARCH OF OUR INDUSTRY: 


FORWARD IN ’55! M-G-M announces a great nationwide 
event that will bring business to your box-office and 
prestige to your theatre. 


For the first time a huge induseryapoomotion is dedicated to the glorifica- 
tion of the motion picture theatre and its place in the community. Capitalize on 
M-G-M’s far-reaching publicity and advertising campaign that emphasizes the 
slogan: ““THERE’S MORE FUN AT THE MOVIES.” Join in with ‘your own 
gala local Celebration. Many fine M-G-M entertainments (some listed on next 
page) are available, with FREE showmanship-accessories to ballyhoo them! 
This Celebration is a salute to you, Mr. Exhibitor, and a wonderful way to 
start the New Year rolling to bigger profits in ’55. | 
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“THERE’S MORE FUN AT THE MOVIES” 














of Them All! 








The Greatest Star’ 

















JANUARY 


“BAD DAY AT BLACK ROCK” 
(CinemaScope—Color) 

starring Spencer Tracy - Robert Ryan « co- 
starring Anne Francis- Dean Jagger - Walter 
Brennan + John Ericson - Ernest Borgnine 
Lee Marvin + Russell Collins 


JANUARY 
“GREEN FIRE” (CinemaScope-—Color) 


starring Stewart Granger - Grace Kelly - Paul 
Douglas + co-starring John Ericson + with 
Murvyn Vye 


FEBRUARY 


‘MANY RIVERS TO CROSS” 
(CinemaScope—Color) 

starring Robert Taylor - Eleanor Parker 
with Victor McLaglen - Russ Tamblyn « Jeff 
Richards - James Arness 


FEBRUARY 


‘JUPITER'S DARLING” 
(CinemaScope—Color) 

starring Esther Williams - Howard Keel 
Marge and Gower Champion- George Sanders 
with Richard Haydn - William Demarest 








AMONG THE BIG ONES FOR THE CELEBRATION! 


MARCH 


“HIT THE DECK” 
(CinemaScope—Color) 

starring Jane Powell - Tony Martin - Debbie 
Reynolds --Walter Pidgeon - Vic Damone 
Gene Raymond - Ann Miller - Russ Tamblyn 
with Kay Armen - J. Carrol Naish - Richard 
Anderson - Jane Darwell 


MARCH 


“INTERRUPTED MELODY” 
(CinemaScope—Color) 


starring Glenn Ford « Eleanor Parker - with 
Roger Moore - Cecil Kellaway 


APRIL 
“THE GLASS SLIPPER” (color) 


starring Leslie Caron- Michael Wilding. with 
Keenan Wynn - Estelle Winwood .- Elsa 
Lanchester - Barry Jones 


APRIL 


‘BE DEVI LLE D "7 (CinemaScope—Color) 
starring Anne Baxter « Steve Forrest - with 
Simone Renant - Maurice Teynac - Robert 
.auistopher »« Joseph Tomelty and Victor 
Francen 


1955 —THE YEAR OF M-G-M’s “THE PRODIGAL” 


ASK YOUR M-G-M BRANCH! WATCH THE TRADE PRESS! 








16 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 8, 1954 





McGee: Distribs’ Brag on Finances 


Proves Exhib-Made Pix Unwelcome 





Oklahoma City, Dec. 7. + 


Pat McGee, head of Denver's 
Cooper Foundation theatres, told 
the Theatre Owners of Oklahoma 
convention here that producers 
are “falling victim to the policy of 
which they have made exhibitors 
the victim.” 

McGee said in his convention 
keynote sveech that the present 
product searcity results from lack 
of new talent development by pro- 
ducers in recent years. 

“As the stars get older and re- 
tire. the salaries of those who re- 
main ere naturally forced up by 
spirited bidding,’ he said. “You 
see the results in the fewer but 
bigger picture poliey, all of which 
costs cause higher film rentals.” 





ATHENA, FOREVER 


Hartford Seeks Its Most Perfect 
Male—And Female 


AMUSEMENT SHARES 
UNEVEN LAST WEEK 


By MIKE WEAR 

Wall Street ran into heavy sell- 
ing on two days last wéek, a move 
that perhaps was tipped by the 
fact that amusement shares seven 
or eight days earlier had looked 
tired and unable to get far on the 
upside. However, what. has come 
to be known as a boiling market 
soon took hold and shares con- 





Hartford, Dec. 7. 

Lou Cohen and Norm Levinson | 
of Loew’s Poli gave MGM's) 
“Athena” a send-off via the search | 
for Metropolitan Hartford’s ‘‘Most | 
Perfect Male and Female.” Duo | 
tied-up with The Herald, with 
news releases proclaiming: 

“Female charm and male muscle 
are featured aplenty in the film. 
To vie for the ‘most perfect’ titles, 
all you do is submit a photo, pref- 
erably an 6 =.10,. or a_5 x 7, to 
Loew’s Poli Theatre. Pictures of 


He caid that policy would lead to ‘the winners will be ‘screened’ in 


“still fewer pictures to be shown) The Herald’s Dec. 12 editions. 


to fewer people in a smaller and} 


“Winners and their companions | 


ever smaller number of theatres.” | will be dined by Jimmy Teris at | 


He said he 
age “Cc 
tent 

After the TOA conven- 


Chicago 


tion, and official announcement of 
a plan to have pictures made with | oct men or 
exhibitor funds, McGee said pres- | 


ent producers announced a total of 
$45,000.000 was available to inde- 
pendent producers. 

“It is pretty plain that they| 
mean exhibitor financing is not | 
welcome,” he said. | 








| 


q UA Grooms 7 








oe 


a tieup was agreed upon. UA will 
arrange for 100° of the financing. 
Includes Schenck-Hoch, Too 

UA has a three-picture deal with 
the Aubrey Schenck-Howard Koch 
combo that also fits in with its ce- 
velopment plans. First under the 
pact, now completed, is “Shield for 
Murder,” Edmond O’Brien starrer. 
Previously the production unit 
turned out a couple of pix under 
singie-pic contracts with UA, in- 
cluding “War Paint.” This looks 
to play upward to 14,000 engage- 
ments, which indicates its success 
within a certain market groove. 


Koch and Schenck hadn’t been 
in indie production prior to the | 
UA teamup. Likelihood is that 


their deal with UA will be ex- 
tended on a long-term basis upon 
completion of the two remaining 
films under the present contract. 
These are ‘‘Rebel in Town,” to start 
in January. and an adaptation of 
the book, “Punitive Action.” Title 
will be changed, the script already 
has been approved and it probably 
will ro!l in May or June. 

UA is now talking a deal with 
yrant Leenhouts, who doesn’t have 
a feature production eredit to his 
name Leenhouts was a second 
unit director before World War II 
did pictorial work in the Navy | 
and made a group of Academy of | 
Arts & Sciences shorts in later 
years. He now has a script for a 
feature and UA will set up the 
money if the agreement that’s now 
in the talking stage works out. 

Company also is discussing a pro- 
duction from Frank Seltzer. He’s 
no newcomer, of course, having 
made the successful ‘‘711 Ocean 
Drive” but has been more or hess 
inactive since. 

Arnold Laven and Jules Levey 
got oif to a strong start with UA’s 
backing. Their .“Vice Squad” 
racked up $1,000,000 in domestic 
distribution coin. Laven and Levey 


are now with Columbia but a re- 
turn to the indie ranks at UA is 
anticipated. 

Ancther newcomer is’ Robert 
acks, who’s Darryl F. Zanuck’s 


son-in-law He’s been engaged in 
picture-making at various levels 
short of producer in past. He's 


now coproducer with Robert Gold- 
stein on “Kiss Before Dying” and 
“Killer Is Loose.’’ 
Elevate Smakwitz 

Charles A. Smakwitz, Albany 
zOne manager for Stanley Warner 
Theatres, has been upped to the 
post of zone chief for the com- 
pany’s New Jersey houses. He 
succeeds Frank Damis who re- 
cently resigned. 


The enlarged theatre operation 
which Smakwitz takes over is the 
highlight of his industry career 
Hie started as a page boy at the 


Strand Theatre on Broadway, sub- 
sequently moving up the ladder to 
his present post 





Continued from page > s=——_e/!on the 


|; recognition on 


| forthcoming 


believed-the short-| his Empire Restaurant, after which | 
1 ke traced back to an in-| they'll be the guests of the Poli, 
to control the market.” |to see ‘Athena,’ of course.” 


| 


| 








Sans Contract 


Minneapolis, Dec. 7. 
Although their contract expired 


| close 


tinued their advance on the final 
two days of the past week. Net 
result was that the amusement 
group Only boasts two-new highs—~ 
ABC-Paramount Theatres and Zen- 
ith Radio. 

Despite the rather spotty ap- 
pearance of the group as a whole, 
there were some strong spots. And 
many film shares held near their 
1954 peak prices. Decca and Uni- 
versal perhaps were standout in 
this regard. The former resumed 
its bullish trend to. get to 1634 at 
the windup. Universal went above 


| 31 where it was only a point below 


the year’s best price. General Pre- 
cision Equipment also was a good 
performer, holding almost even in 
view of selling ex-dividend at the 
of the week. GPE recently 
hit a new high of 5214. 

ABC-Par registered a new high 
of 23°s at the final bell, for a gain 
of 124 on the week. Some felt that 


| the sale of WDTV by DuMont to 


| Westinghouse paved the way for 
| ABC to move into the DuMont sit- 


uation subsequently. Also theatre 


|earnings continued very high for 
e 


Paramount Theatres chain. 
Zenith soared to 96, the climb 


| being predicated on the belief that 


Nov. 30 and no agreement has been ‘a stock splitup was in the offing. 


pact, AFL projectionists continue 
job at local independent 
neighborhood and loop theatres. 
The union failed te file a strike 
notice which it had drawn up and 
which would have closed. the 


| showhouses after 10 days. 


It’s the first time in 25 years or 


longer that the both operators have | 
, been working without any contract 


or any agreement regarding retro- | 
active in accord with 


pay any 
new agreement. 
Industry leaders here feel that 


the development’ constitutes a 
the union’s part | 
ihat neighborhood exhibitors here 
are preponderently “in a bad way,” 
and cannot shoulder any additional 
operating custs and, in fact, may} 
have to shutter unless relief is | 
from a number of 


quarters. 

Projectionists have been de- 
manding a 10% pay boost the first 
year and 5% additional each of two 


ensuing years along with other 
concessions. The North Central 


\llied committee representing the 
exhibitors have countered with a 
demand for a 25% pay scale re-| 
duction. 





$1,202,500 FOR ‘XMAS’ | 


NEAR HALL’S BIGGEST 


“White Christmas* (Par) first 
VistaVision production, is winding 
up its eight-week run at the Radio 
City Music Hall today (Wed.) as 


,one of the all-time grossers at the 


Hall, although not breaking any 
record. It looks to finish its eighth 
week today with a total of $1,202,- 
500 as compared with the Halls all- 
time high of $1,391,000, registered 
by “Great Caruso” (M-G) in a 10- 
week run back in 1951. “Caruso” 
had the advantage of some of the 
choice summer weeks since con- 
cluding its run the middle of July 

“Christmas” held steadily above 
$165.000 per week the first three 
stanzas and managed to hit above 
$148,000 five weeks out of the 
eight. Opening session was $175.- 
000. Sixth and also the final week 
were the only ones to show signs 
of tapering, the former dipping to 
$120,000 and final round heading 
for $125,000 

“Xmas” showing compared with 
$1,352,000 done by “Seven Brides 
for Seven Brothers,” also a Metro 


pic, hung up eight weeks ending 
last September. 
Music Hall brings in its annual 


Christmas stageshow with “Deep in 
My Heart” (M-G) 
Thurs.) 
ducats for this Xmas show 
coming into the Hall last 
Just how tight the ticket situation 
is that some of the reserved-seat 
purchasers for the current (final) 
week of ‘“‘White Christmas,” who 
cancelled on learning it was not 
the annual Xmas stageshow and 
pic, have been unable to obtain 
later seats until next year, 


started 


| 14%. 


| approach 


tomorrow | 
Advance sale for reserved | 


July. | 


reached yet or apparently is in the | when the company failed to vote 
early prospect on terms for a new | this ; 


, the shares tumbled from the 


| new peak, selloff forcing the shares 


down some eight points. Loss at 
ithe close was 2°%. 

| New activity 
‘lumbia Pix issues, stock climbing 
to 3112 as against a °54 high of 
3334. Renewed buying in Para- 
|mount Pictures managed to keep 
this stock on an even keel at 36. 


was noted in Co-' 

















Reports began kicking around the | 


Street that something was stirring 


iin Par. 


RCA closed unchanged on the 
week at 3814, only %ths from the 
year’s highest price. Unusual firm- 
ness continued in Radio Corp. of 
America shares although some 
voiced disappointment at only 35c. 
extra divvy in addition to the us- 


|ual 25c quarterly. 


Technicolor held near the year’s 
best quotation to finish the week at 


a small extra melon. Both RKO 
Pix and RKO Theatres firmed up 
on the final trading day, latter be- 


|ing only an eighth below the ’54 
peak of 912, RKO pix went up 
fractionally to 612 as compared 


with the year’s high of 7. 


British Weed 


o——— Continued from page 7 ——— 
broad American 
films that are made with a British 
and ‘that are about a 
people totally different from those 
in the U. S., he added. “The 
trouble,’ too. is that our 
needed special handling by 
exhibitors. 
where our production go into the 
regular commercial houses. We 
would get it if we had our own 
showcases.” 

Plans for an American 
were announced some 
in London by Rank and John 
Davis, Rank org topper. However, 
he said there would be no imple- 
mentation of the project until 
Britain decreed full convertibility 
of the pound. This now seems 
farther off than ever. 

Edward L. Alperson’s 
Scoper “New Faces,” 
3ritain by British 
a *‘smash hit” 














the 


circuit 
months ago 


Cinema- 
handled in 
Lion, has been 
in London, according 
to Bernstein. He explained it was 
the type of intimate revue 
audiences liked and he attributed 
the grosses in part to the populari- 


tv of Eartha Kitt. In the U. S,, 
where “New Faces” was a 20th-| 
l'ox release, pic did mediocre busi- 
ness, ag 


PROMOTE NAT FELLMAN 

Nat D. Fellman has been pro- 
moted to executive assistant to 
Harry M. Kalmine, v.p. and gen- 
eral manager of Stanley Warner 
Corp. He'll also continue his 
duties as film buyer for the thea- 


tre chain. 
Fellman began his film -indus- 
try career as an office boy for 


} Warner Bros. Pictures in 1928, 


Strength appears predicated | 
on the belief that Techni might cut | 


public to accept | 


films | 


We don’t get that now | 


British | 


'ago. He ribbed everybody, from 
|; lan Jacobs, Ronnie Waldman to 
| Maurice Winnick. Toast was cou- 
| pled with Fred Russell, one of the 
| founders of the WR and father of 
Val Parnell, who was absent due 
to illness. Parnell also was not 
| present because of his pending de- 
parture for the U.S. 
playing the King Rat role, in the 
absence of George Elrick, away in 
America and Canada on business, 
responded with several funny in- 
terruptions from Tommy Trinder. 





| The Ladies and Guests were 
proposed by ‘Trinder and_e “re- 
sponded by Dilys Powell, film 
critic of the Sunday Times. Trin- 
der was at his best. He called this 
|an audition for Collins, and then 
told how Collins wrote a_ book 
titled, “London Belongs To Me,” 


|}and was immediately given Birm- 
|} ingham by the BBC. 
| the absence of the Crazy Gang and 
Jack Hylton, their boss, because 
they were too occupied with their 
new show’s rehearsals. He scoffed 
at the Gang relating how in for- 
mer days they put a new show on 
|in 10 days and that now they take 
six weeks. He closed by mention- 
ing that if he is a success in “Cin- 
derella On Ice” at the Empress 
Hall, he will next do “Bless the 
Bride.” Miss Powell’s reply flat 
'followed Trinder’s fortissimo. 

The press was toasted by Georgie 


Wood who told them of the many 
occasions they came to WR func- 
tions. Percy Cudlipp, the colum- 
nist, responded in reminiscent 
mood, with mention of his former 
bosses Beaverbrook and _  South- 
wood, and his former associate, 
Swaffer. 


The cabaret which followed was 
top flight. With the exception of 
one act, the acts were booked by 
Lew & Leslie Grade. 

Full Cabaret Lineup 

The 16 Sherman Fisher gals, the 
openers in twe numbers, had the 
London Palladium class about 
them, They played there for sev- 
eral seasons. The Three Mon- 
archs, harmonica players, currently 
in the Parnell-Delfont Palladium 
show, proved an excellent trio. 
| Michel and Partner, currently at 
'the Savoy Hotel, in juggling and 
balancing, were ideal for this sort 
of show. Allen Bros. and June 
start as straight adagioists and then 
turned suddenly into comedy. They 
stopped the show. 
| Bob Williams, currentfy one of 
the hits at the Palladium, was 
given permission by 
double here. He 


proved just as 


Continued from page 2? 


Ben Warriss, | 


He explained | 


Parnell to | 


Am t Stock Quotati 
(N.Y. Stock Exchange) 
For Week Ending Tuesday (7) 
Net 
1954 Weekly Vol.Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
High Low in 100s High Low Close for week 
23% 1442 Am Br-Par Th 759 237% 21% 237% +21% 
85 a196/ (ae, “A? >... 2 8012 78 18% —1% 
e644 41% CES, “B”’-.... 21 80 781% 7812 —3 
3334 1934 Col. Pix. .... 159 bs 30% 30% — 18 
1814 G4 <BOGCA .. 2oo0 209 1634 1534 1658 + 12 
69% 4624 Eastman Kdk. 114 69% 681% 69 — % 
1914 131% Loew’s...... 243 18% 17% 18% + 3% 
101% 61g Nat. Thea .. 337 914 838 938 + 1% 
367% 2618 Paramount .. 125 3658 35144 361% + % 
395g 28 Philco ..... . kis 3956 3758 39 +1 
38% 2214 RCA .:..... 604 38% 37 38% + 16 
7 27% RKO Picts. .. 245 658 638 612 + 4% 
914 4142 RKO Thea. .. 280 934 914 958 + %4 
5% 3 Republic 301 534 5 55g + % 
14 1014 Rep., pfd. ... 28 14 12% 14 +138 
20 1144 Stanley War. 119 1914 18% 191% + % 
293g 1834 20th-Fox 299 2914 28 28% — % 
32% 18% Univ. Pix. ... 16 3136 30 31% + 3% 
81 6334 Univ., pfd. .. *3 80142 79 80 — 
2148 135g Warner Bros.. 59 1934 18% 1914 + %4 
96 63% Zenith ...... 82 9114 8614 9114 + 434 
American Stock Exchange 
6 35g Allied Artists 71 434 41% 4%4 4% 
1034 10 °#£All’d Art. pfd. 8 10 934 10 —% 
1658 914 DuMont.... 647 165% 14% 16 +114 
15 1134 Technicolor . 165 14% 14% 1438 — 3g 
3% 234 Trans-Lux .. 14 312 318 338 | 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
SR ee eee ae eee 13% 14 — 
Chesapeake Industries 334 37% — % 
Cmewemee TNO. |... ss case eens 138 1% — 
OS! a go: A 4% 434 — 144 
oe nn ae ee, 113/16 23/16: —— 
ER. ass aan tie Alaura 52 54 +214 
MEIER Six 5 sn. tana ret ese EMS ORLA Retna caters 258 318 + le 
te OO NUNOD \. oc satiate Biol eee osuceeee 18% 1934 +314 
ENO, 5 5 eke eee xia a sae 24 25 +212 
(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
* Actual volume. 








the Palladium. Sydney Jerome 
orch played for the dancing and 
show. 


The affair was used by the WR 
Committee to announce that after 
big competition, necessitating a re- 
count, Tommy Trinder was elected 
King Water Rat for the ensuing 
year, with Trinder already making 
his presence felt. He has ar- 
ranged for all the oldtime acts in 
London to be brought to the Em- 
press Hall for the Royal Perform- 





ance of “Cinderella On Ice” on 
Dec. 16. They will be looked after 
| by the Lady Ratlings. Trinder’s 
idea is to give the oldsters a 


glimpse of a new type of enter- 
tainment. 
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| obta: ring of endorsements and tese 
| timonials,” has grown over 6,000% 
| since 1945. 

‘Whipping Boy’ 

He said that endorsements are 
| frequently made .the ‘whipping 
boy” of the advertising business. 
“Certainly there is a lot of bad 
testimonial advertising—a lot of it 
| phoney—and some of it just pain- 
'fully inept,” he said. “But there 
|is also a good deal of good testi- 
monial advertising, although many 
advertising people will never ade 
| mit it until something drastic is 
done to the bad that also penal- 
| izes the good.” He said that many 
advertising agencies which spend 
thousands of dollars on research 
and statistics are “totally unedu- 





| cated to the hows, whys, wheres 
and whens of testimonial adver- 
tising.” 





| L. Martin Scores 


Continued from page 5 ew 
last Sept. 30 was 757,843. His beef, 
jhe states, is that Col deflated the 
|value of the stock by issuing to a 
i\few execs stock options for 50,000 
‘shares at a little over $10 per 
| Share, 

| Martin further claims that when 
|the stock was selling at $10.50 per 
iShare he urged management to buy 
‘up 200,000 shares, his feeling at 
that time being that the stock 
'would rise. He alleges manages 
|ment was not so optimistic and re- 














ifused. Col stock is now selling at 
jaround $30. 
Col’s annual meeting is set for 


Dec. 17 and all incumbent directors 


'big a hit on a cabaret floor as at|are candidates for reelection. 
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Hollywood Production Pulse 











COLUMBIA 


Starts, This YOUr......5 
This Date, Last Year... 35 


& | 








“MY SISTER EILEEN” 
Prod.—Fred Kohlmar 
Dir.—Richard Quine 
Janet Leigh, Betty Garrett, Jack Lemon, 
Kurt Kazsnar 
(Siarted Sept. 10) 
“FIVE AGAINST THE HOUSE” 
Prod.—Sterling Silliphant, John Barn- 
wel 
Dir.—Phil Karlson 
Guy Madison, Kim Novak, Brian Keith, 
Kerwin Mathews, Alvy Moore, Kath- 
ryn Grant, Adel Auhust, Jana Mason, 
Tom Greenway 
(Started Nov. 4) 
“DEADLOCK” 
Ex Prod.—Mike Frankovich 
Prod.—Maxwell Seton 
Dir.—Arthur Lubin 
Stewart Granger, Jean Simmons, Finlay 
Currie, William Hartnell | 
(Started Nov. 16) 


METRO 


Starts, This Year...... 17 
This Date, Last Year... 24 














“INTERRUPTED MELODY” 


Prod.—Jack Cummings 

Dir.—Curtis Bernhardt 

Glenn Ford, Eleanor Parker, Roger 
Moore, Cecil Kellaway, Ann Codee 

(Started Sept. 16) 


44T'S ALWAYS FAIR WEATHER” 
Prod.—Arthur Freed 
Dir.—Gene Kelly, Stanley Donen 
Gene Kelly, Cyd Charisse, Dan Dailey, 
Michael Kidd, Dolores Gray 
(Started Oct. 13) 
“SCARLET COAT” 
Prod.—Nicholas Nayfack 
Dir.—John Sturges 
Cornel Wilde, Michael Wilding, Anne 
Francis, Bobby Driscoll, Robert Doug- 
las, John McIntyre, Robert Dix 
(Started Oct. 25) 
“BLACKBOARD JUNGLE” 
Prod.—Pandro Berman 
Dir.—Richard Brooks 
Gienn Ford, Anne Francis, 
hern, Margaret Hayes 
(Siarted Nov. 15) 


PARAMOUNT 





Louis Cal- | 











Starts, This Year...... 17 
This Date, Last Year... 15 
“THE TEN COMMANDMENTS” 
Pro4.-Dir.—Cecil B. DeMille 
Asst.—Henry Wilcoxon 
Charlton Heston, Yul Brynner, Anne 
Baxter, Yvonne De Carlo, Debra 


Paget, Nina Foch, Edward G. Robin- 
son, Cedric Hardwicke, Vincent Price, 
John Carradine, John Derek, Olive 
Deering 
“YOU'RE NEVER TOO YOUNG” 
Prod.—Paul Jones 
Dir.—Norman Taurog 
Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis, Diana Lynn, 
Raymond Burr, Nina Foch, Mitzi Mc- 
Call, Veda Ann Borg, Hans Conried, 
Romo Vincent, Donna Percy, Whitey 
Haupt 
(Started Oct. 18) 
“THE GIRL RUSH” 
Prod.—Frederick Brisson 
Dir.—Robert Pirosh 
Rosalind Russell, Fernando Lamas, Ed- 
die Albert, Gloria De Haven, Jimmy 
Gleason, Marion Lorne, Robert Fortier 
(Started Dec. 6) 
“THE DESPERATE HOURS” 
Prod.-Dir.—William Wyler 
Humphrey’ Bogart, Fredric March, 
Martha Scott, Arthur Kennedy, Dewey 
Martin, Gig Young, Mary Murovhy, 
Robert Middleton, Richard Eyer. Whit 
Bissell, Beverly Garland, Walter 
Baldwin, Bert Freed 
(Started Oct. 19) 
“THE ROSE TATTOO” 
Prod.—Hal Wallis 
Dir.—Daniel Mann 
Burt Lancaster, Anna Magnani, Marisa 
Pavan, Virginia Grey, Ben Cooper, Jo 
Van Fleet, Florence Sundstrom, Dor- 
rit Kelton, Rosa Rey, Georgia Sim- 
mons, George Humbert, Mimi Aguglia, 
Sandro Giglio, Natalia Murray 
(Started Nov, 3) 
“THE COURT JESTER” 
Prod-Dir.—-Norman Panama, Melvin 
Frank 
Danny Kaye, Glynis Johns, Angela Lans- 
bury, Basil Rathbone, Cecil Parker, 
Mildred Natwick, Edward Ashley, Mi- 


chael Pate, Allan Napier, Patrick 
\herne, Lewis Martin, Noel Drayton 
(Started Nov. 22) 





REPUBLIC 


Clark Gable, Susan Hayward, Michael 





Rennie, Alex Dp’ G arr 
Jack Kruschen, awe Tana sees de 
| (Started Nov. 22) 
TAT a ny) ~ 
UNIVERSAL | 
Starts, This Year........ 30 | 
| 


This Date, Last Year..... 





“THIRD GIRL FROM THE RIGHT” 
Prod.—Sam Marx 
Dir.—Eddie Buzzell 
Rory Calhoun, Piper Laurie, 

son, Mamie Van Doren, Reginald Gar- 
diner, Barbara Britton, Dani Crayne, 
Harris Brown 
(Started Oct. 28) 
“KISS OF FIRE” 
Prod.—Sara Marx 
Dir.—Joe Newman 
Jack Palance, Barbara Rush, Rex Rea- 


Jack Car- 


son, Martha Hyer, Alan Reed, Leslie 
aa Henry Rowland, Larry Dob- | 
in 
(Started Nov. 8) 
“TACEY” 


Prod.—Ross Hunter 

Dir.—Jerry Hopper 

Anne Baxter, Rock Hudson, Julie Ad- 
ams, Natalie Wood, William Hopper, | 
Barry Curtis, Betty Garde, Fay Morley | 

(Started Nov. 19) | 


| 








WARNER BROS. 


Starts, This Year........ 16 
This Date, Last Year..... 20 





“STRANGE LADY IN TOWN” 
Prod.-Dir.—Mervyn Le Roy 
Greer Garson, Dana Andrews, Cameron 
Mitchell, Lois Smith, Walter Hamp- 
den, Pedro Gonzales-Gonzales, Jose 
Torvay, Russell Johnson 
(Starts Aug. 16) 
“THE SEA CHASE” 
Dir.—John Farrow 
John Wayne, Lana Turner, Tab Hunter, 
Lyle Bettger, Richard Davalos, James 
Arness, Alan Hale, J 
(Started Aug. 16) 








INDEPENDENT 





“MOBY DICK” 
(Moulin Productions) 
(Shooting Overseas) 
Prod.-Dir.—John Huston 
Gregory Peck, Leo Genn, Richard Base- 


art. 
(Started July 15) 
“GENTLEMEN MARRY BRUNETTES” 
(Russ-Field-Voyager Prods.) 
(Shooting in Paris) 
Exec. Prod.—Robert Bassler 
Ca-Prod.—Richard Sale, Robert Water 
field 
Dir.—Richard Sale 
Jane Russell, Jeanne Crain, Scott Brady, 
Alan Young, Rudy Vallee. 
(Started Sept. 13) 


“NOT AS A STRANGER” 
(Stanley Kramer Production) 
(U. A. Release) 
Prod.-Dir.—Stanley Kramer 
Olivia de Havilland, Robert Mitchum, 
Frank Sinatra, Gloria Grahame, Brod- 
erick Crawford, Charles Bickford, My- 
ron McCormick, Lon Chaney, Jesse 
White, Lee Marvin, Whit Bissell, Har- 
ry Morgan, Jerry Paris, Virginia Chris- 
ane Mae Clarke, John, Dierkes, Jack 


Ra 
(Started Sept. 28) 
“MARTY 
(Hecht-Lancaster Prods.) 
(Shooting at Goldwyn Studios) 
Prod.--Harold Hecht 
Dir.—Delbert 
Ernest Borgnine, 
(Started Nov. 1) 
“NO PLACE TO HIDE” 
(Josef Shaftel Productions) 
(Shooting in Manila) 
Prod.-Dir.—Josef Shaftel 
David Brian, Marsha Hunt, Hugh Corco- 
ran 
(Started Nov. 
“ROBBERS ROOST” 
(Goldstein-Jacks Productions) 
(Shooting in Durango, Mexico? 
Prod.—Robert Goldstein 
Dir.—Sidney Salkow 
George Montgomery, Richard Boone, 
Sylvia Findley, Bruce Bennett, Peter 
Graves, Warren Stevens, Tony Ro- 
mano, William Hopper, Leo Gordon, | 
Stanley Clements, Joe Bassett, Leon- | 
ard Geer, Al Wyatt, Boyd Morgan 
(Started Nov. 8) 
“MAGNIFICENT MATADOR” 


Mann - 
Betsy Blair 





(20th-Fox Release) 
(Shooting in Mexico City) 


Exec. Prod.—Edward L. Alperson 

Prod.—Carroll Case 

Dir.—Budd Boetticher 

Maureen O’Hara, Anthony Quinn, Rich- 
ard Denning, Lola Albright, Thomas 


Gomez, Manuel Rojas, Eduardo Norie- 


ga, William Ching 





Starts, This Year........ 8 
This Date, Last Year.... 17 





“MAGIC FIRE” 
Prod-Dir.—William Dieterle 
Yvonne De Carlo, Carlos 

Rita Gam, Valentina Cortesa, 
Badel 
(Started 


Thompson, | 
Alan | 


Oct. 2) 





20th CENTURY-FOX 
Starts, This Year........ 12 || 
This Date, Last Year.... 17 





“A MAN CALLED PETER” 


Prod.—Samuel G. Engel 
Dir Henry Koster " 
Richard Todd, Jean Peters, Marjorie 


Rambeau, Jill Esmond, Les Tremayne, 


Robert Burton, Gladys Hurlbut, Rich- 
ard Garrick, Gloria Gordon, Billy 
C hapin, Mimi Hutson, Boltaire Per- 
ins, Sally Corner 


"Started Sept. 24) 
“DADDY LONG LEGS” 


Prod.—Sam D Engel 
Dir Jean Negulesco 
; = Astaire, Leslie Caron, Terry 
oore, rhelma Ritter, Fred Clark, 
harlotte Austin, Ray Anthony & Or 
< pneet ra, Katherine Givney, Kelly 
Oo n | 


Started Nov. 13) 
aeneian OF FORTUNE” 
looting in Hong Kong) 

Prod Buddy Adler 
Dix Edward Dmytryk 





| first film to be made by the newly- 
|formed C. V. 


(Started Nov. 8) 


MCA Agenting Whitney 


Hollywood, Dec. 
Music Corp. of America has ea 
commissioned to negotiate a dis- 
tribution deal for ‘‘The Searchers,” 





| 
| 


Whitney Pictures. 
John Ford is to direct. 

Whitney stated here the tieup 
represents the first time an outside 
agency is repping a company in 
his control. 





Feldkamp’s Indie Co. 

Fred Feldkamp formed FF Pro- 
ductions in N. Y. city, for the in- 
dependent production of feature 
pictures for theatrical release. Two 
original properties are currently 
scheduled for production in 1955. | 

Feldkamp is producer of the re- 
cent United Artists’ release ‘Op- 
eration Manhunt,” based on the 
life in hiding in Canada of Igor 
Gouzenko. Previously, Feldkamp 
adapted General Eisenhower's | 
“Crusade in Europe” to tv. i 


METRO’S 


‘come 300 
| Open forum on film problems; (2) 


(National Pictures Corp.) | 
| 


AROS SHOWMANSHIP DRIVE ACCENTS 
THEATRE’S PLACE IN THE COMMUNITY’ 





Youngstein and Robert Q. 


Aid Asthmatic Moppets 


Max E. Youngstetin, United Art- 
ists v.p., has, been named: enter- 
tainment committee chairman for 
the National Home for Asthmatic 
Children, in Denver; 

He and Robert Q. Lewis, honor- 
ary chairman of the Home’s 
regional board of directors, 
now to set the stage for a “Parade 
of Stars” show at N. Y.’s Town 
Hali Jan. 8 as a benefit for the 


| instituticn. 





Southern Exhibs 


Focus Meet on 5 
‘Vital’ Problems 


By MATTY BRESCIA 


Memphis, Dec. 7. 
The “Big Five” was given as 
the theme of the annual Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Ar- 
kansas, Mississippi and Tennessee 
convention which opened here yes- 
terday (Mon.) and runs through 
Wednesday at the Gayoso Hotel. 
The five vital subjects put before 
members include: (1) 


Print shortages; (3) Wide screens 
for Drive-In theatres; (4) Conces- 
sions and (5) Financing of inde- 
pendent production. 

Alton Sims, local branch man- 
ager for Arkansas theatres for the 
Rowley-United chain, is general 
manager of the MPTO for the tri- 
state area. Main address will be 
by national TOA prexy E. D. Mar- 
tin tomorrow (Wed.). John H. 
Rowley, exec veep of 
United theatres, will also speak on 
same program. Both Rowley and | 
Martin will plane in together from | 
earlier TOA session 
City. 

Norrell 
Brickell 
Training, 


J. Brickell, prexy of 
Institute of Leadership 
associated with Dale 
Carnegie course, will speak to the- 
atre conventioneers on (7) on 
“relations between distributor and 
exhibitor.” Balance of program in- 
cludes Mayor Frank Tobey of 
Memphis, at luncheon in Variety 
Club today (Tues.) which also will 
be sparked with a fashion show for 
women MPTO members. M. A. 
Lightman, Sr., is skedded for a 
talk on the Variety Club Tent No. 
20 project Home for convalescent 


| children which was dedicated here 


several weeks ago. 

Film Transit will toss a chuck 
wagon supper for MPTO members 
tonight (Tues.) at Claridge Hotel 
with Pres. M. H. Brandon, picking 
up the tab. 

Mike Simons, 
New York, and George 
national TOA field rep of New 
York, are both e»pected to ad- 
dress the group during the three 
day session. 

Following banquet at Gayoso on 


from 


Wednesday night (8), members 
will move to Variety Cluh for 
|dance and show which will wrap 


up the three-day conclave. 
Jim Carberry, of Arkansas The- 
atre, Little Rock, is incumbent 


| prexy of MPTO tri-state area. 





Author-Comedian 


Joey Adams 


has an exhaustive humorous 
piece on 
No Straight Men Left 
oo = * 


one of the many byline pieces in 
the forthcoming 


Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


DUE 


49th 


SCOR 


are | 


Rowley- | 


at Oklahoma | 


Metro in| 
Gaughan, | 











Perspecta Vs. Stereo War 


Marks European Rivalry, 
Three Against 20th-Fox 


A’ competitive battle between 
Perspecta optical directional scund 


is raging abroad. Basically, the 
camp is divided with Loew’s, War- 
ner Bros., and Paramount on the 
Perspecta side and 20th-Fox as the 
advocate of magnetic sound. 


Twentieth is running an aggres- 
sive campaign to convince exhib- 
itors and the public that only mag- 
netic sound can present Cinema- 


in advertisements in various for- 
eign countries. This has 
the reps of the Perspecta 
panies to such an_ extent 
they’re appealing to their home- 
offices to devise a catchy slogan to 
sell the Perspecta-type audio. 

Perspecta sound, 
catching on in the U. S., 
considerably headway abroad. This 
is largely due to the efforts of 
Arthur M. Loew, prexy of Loew’s 
International. The International 
topper is responsible for introduc- 
ing the medium to the company 
and played a leading role in get- 
ting Loew’s to acquire a half in- 
terest in the technique. There are 
presently about 1,200 Perspecta 
installations abroad as compared 
to 300 in the U. S. 

Since 20th had a head start in 
introducing the magnetic system 
in the U. S,, it dominates the do- 
mestic market. Exhibitors em- 
ploying the magnetic method are 


com- 





reluctant to make additional in- 
vestments. However, in foreign 
countries, the market was. still 


wide open and both systems are 


vying for recognition. 








Boxoffice Stars 


=————— Continued from page 3 =~ 





found his salary quoted at $100,000 
| per picture, plus script approval,” 
| Wise comments. “Although Haw- 
| kins has relatively small boxoffice 
value in America, his European 
following appeared sufficient to 
merit the terms.” 


more than half of the planned pro- 
ductions in Europe never go before 
the cameras, mainly because of the 
lack of stars. 
declared, appear to be the best 
collateral for financing having 
more value than story properties. 

The European problem parallels 
that in the U. S. more every day, 
Wise pointed out. Few new stars 
are being developed for the screen, 
and contract players are almost 





non-existent, due to fact that in 
Italy especially there are few big 
companies. Proven old-time  fa- 


vorites seem to get the nod when 
it comes to a casting choice, as 
much to get financial backing as to 
please the public. 
Unknowns N. G. 

European film-goers and exhibi- 
tors are creatures of habit, he said, 
prefer to see pictures only with 
established stars. Unknowns, for 
| this reason, have even a more dif- 
ficult time of rising to the top than 
do those in Hollywood, where an 
| outstanding performance frequent- 
‘ly leads to studio recognition. 

Because the majority of Euro- 
pean pictures are turned out by 
indies, profit participation is a 
|/common practice, Wise notes. Stars 
on the Continent are organizing 
their own companies, too, just as 
they do in Hollywood. Restrictions 
of financing also cause the short- 
age of stars, since both private and 
governmental sources must know 
which players will carry the “draw 
quotient” of a picture before the 
advance of a single lira, franc o: 
shilling 

Production costs 
risen considerably 
year, Wise noted, in 
the phase of American producers 
going to Europe for a picture. If 
the picture is well planned in ad- 
vance, and can proceed according 
to plan, then American producers 
may be able to save upwards of 


abroad have 
during the past 
touching on 


25% on what the same picture 
would cost here. Should this ad- 
vance planning fail, then the cost 


‘will be on a level of that here. 


and tmagnetic stereophonic sound | 


Scope at its best and is so stating | 
aroused | 


that | 


while barely | 
is making | 


Director said he estimated that 


Stars in Europe, he | 


+ To maintain the momentum of 


the film _biz’s recovery in 1954, 
Metro is launching a nationwide 
showmanship drive designed asa 
salute to exhibitors of the United 
States and Canada. The campaign’s 
aim was outlined yesterday (Tues.) 
| by M-G sales chief Charles M. 
Reagan at a press luncheon at the 
Sheraton Astor Hotel, N. Y. This 
|is the first press confab held by 
Reagan since he took over the gen- 
eral sales manager reins about two 
| years ago. 
| “Our plans focus on the local 
community and theatre, not on the 
glorification of Hollywood,” said 
Reagan. ‘We hope to launch 1955 
on an upsurge of showmanship.” 
Tabbed as “Forward ih '55’’ cam- 
paign and named “I4-G-M’'s 1955 
Motion Picture Theatre Celebra- 
tion,” the salute will have as its 
slogan “There’s More Fun at the 
| Movies.” The promotion by Metro 
is planned from Jan. 1, 1955 
| through April 30, but it is hoped 
that the momentum will be main- 
| tained indefinitely. 

Reagan’s pitch stressed that the 
renewed interest in pictures can 
|only be maintained by aggressive 
showmanship. “I believe there is 
every indication that 1955 will be 
a great movie year,” he said, “and 
| that the upswing started in ’54 will 
continue and will be accelerated. 
We are convinced that this busi- 
ness is now firmly established on 
the road to recovery of much of 
the patronage that has been lacking 
| in postwar years. We believe that 
the rate of recovery can be speeded 
' by better product, and by better 


|selling of this product to the 
| public.” 

| All Product Better 

| On the subject of better pictures, 


he declared most of the Hollywood 
product “is far ahead of the aver- 
age of the past few years. Thus, 
for every exhibitor aes is ample 
reason to be optimistic on this 
point.” Turning to the selling of 
product, he declared that the “fires 
of enthusiasm must be rekindled 
periodically. Imagination is re- 
quired to give us a new slant, from 
time to time, on selling screen en- 
tertainment. Our methods are 
rarely new of themselves, but they 
must regularly be given a new 
coating of tinsel to charm the peo- 
ple with the glamor and romance 


of the movies which make them 
buy tickets.” 
Metro, Reagan said, will en- 


courage theatremen to utilize the 
“Celebration” ‘‘to accent his thea- 
tre’s place in the community.” He 
revealed that pub-ad chief Howard 
Dietz and eastern publicity mana- 
ger Dan Terrell were currently on 
the Coast conferring with produc- 
tion topper Dore Schary and studio 
publicity chief Howard Strickling 
on the production of a short “to 
publicize the celebration to the 
public.” He also noted that ad- 
vertising manager Si Seadler is 
preparing a series of ads for the 
trade press, magazines, and news- 
papers. Oscar Doob will coordi- 
nate the Metro campaign. 

Reagan declared that he _ ex- 
pected 15,000 theatres to partici- 
pate in the drive. In a tribute to the 
nation’s theatres, he said none of 
the new era developments “could 
be employed to make better 
movies if the motion picture thea- 


tres were not equipped to bring 
greater productions to their 
audiences. In short, the theatre 


is the place that makes great prod- 
uct possible.” 

Metro’s aim, he said, 
initiate a great, nationwide 
of appreciation on the part of the 
public for the motion picture thea- 
tre in every town or neighbor- 
hood.” 

To carry out 
Reagan said Metro 
at no cost advertising 
lobbies and screens, news 
and special stories for the press, 
and radio and television presenta- 
tions “to bring the theatre and its 
attractions to the attention of the 
public.” 

This is the second showmanship 
gimmick Metro has launched in 
recent months. It is currently con- 
ducting a series of ‘Ticket Seliing 
Workshops” which are designed to 
give exhibs ideas on promotion and 
advertising. These workshops are 
staged in various exchange zones, 
some in conjunction with exhib 
conventions, and feature panels of 
experts in various phases of pro- 
‘motion and advertising. 


was “to 
wave 


the program, 
would provide 
material for 
releases 
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GRACE 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15th 
Criterion Theatre, New York 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2ist 
Beverly Hills Theatre, Los Angeles 
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Saramount 

: gag ements. 
¥ Picture That Will Be reine | About 4 
2 | 55 And For Many Years To Come... a 


1 | ces The World Premiere Er 








‘Three Superlative Acting Performances From Three Brilliant 
Boxoffice Stars Illuminate “The Country Girl’, Described By 
Look Magazine As “The Dramatic Thunderbolt Of The Year"! 

















WILLIAM 


HOLDEN 


A Perlberg-Seaton Production 


THE 
FKEOUNTRY 
GIRL 


Produced by William Perlberg 
Written for the Screen and Directed by 


George Seaton - From the Play by 
Clifford Odets -» A Paramount Picture 















































20 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 8, 1954 











Picture Grosses 











BALTIMORE 


(Continued from page 9) 


Montana” (RKO) (2d wk), dull 
$2,500. 

New (Kruchtman) (1,800; 35-75- 
$1.25)—“Barefoot Contessa” (UA) 


Good $6,500 after $8,000 


(420; 50- 
(Par) (7th 
Last week, 


30-$1)— 
Drab 


(4th wk), 
in third. 
Playhouse 
$1'\—“‘Rear 
wk). Oke 
$3,800. 
Stanley (WBwe (3,200; 
“Drum Beat” (WB) (2d wk). 
$6,600 after $11,500 opener. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,600; 35-80) 
—“‘Phffft” (Col) (2d wk). ‘Potent 
$9,000 following $12,000 opener, 


‘Duel’ Hep 146, Toronto; 
‘Xmas’ Fancy 1436, 5th 


Toronto,’ Dec. 7. 

“Duel in Jungle” looks top new- 
comer. Neither “Ring of Fear” and 
“This Is My Love,” are going well. 
“Glenn Miller Story” back at pop 
prices looks okay. Hefty holdovers 
are “Last Time I Saw Paris” in 
second stanza and “White Christ- 
mas” in fifth, latter being best 
grosser in city. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 698; 694; 
40-70) —‘“‘Duel in Jungle” (WB) and 
“Two Guns and Badge” (AA). Neat 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Gambler 
Natchez” (20th) and “Silent Raid- 
ers” (Rep), $14.500. 

Ellington, University (FP) (1,080; 
1.558:. 60-$1) — “This Is Love” 
(RKO). Light $8,000. Last week, 
“Black Widow” (20th) (3d wk), 


same. 

Hyland (1,354; 60-80)— 
“Father Detective” (Col) 
(3d wk). 
$7,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 60-$1) — 
“White Christmas” (Par) (5th wk). 
Still fancy at $14,000. Last week, 
$17,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,090: 60-$1)— 
“Last Time Saw Paris” (M-G) (2d 


(Schwaber) 
Window” 
$3,500. 








(Rank) 
Brown, 


wk). Hotsy $15,000. Last week, 
$17,000. 
Odeon (Rank) (2,380; 75-$1)— 


“Barefoot Contessa” (UA) (3d wk). 

Hep $10,000. Last week, $12,000. 
Shea’s (FP) (2.386; 75-$1) — 

“Ring of Fear’ (WB). Sad $9.000. 


Last week, ‘‘Rear Window” (Par) 
(4th wk), $8,000. 
Uptown (Loew) (2.745: 60-80)— 


“Glenn Miller Story” (U) (reissue). 
Oke $10,000, first time at pop 
prices. Last week, “Beau Brum- 
mell’” (M-G) (2d wk), $7,000. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from. page 8) 

(2d wk). Okav $13,000 

Last week, $21.000. 

Paramcunt (Par) 

—‘‘Phffft” (Col) and 
kotas” (Col) (2d wk). 
Last week, $20,000. 


or near. 
(2.646; 90-$1) 
“Black Da- 
Oke $12,000. 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400: $1- 
$1.25) — “Carmen Jones” (20th) 
(4th wk). So-so $8,500. Last 
week, $9,000. 

Orpheum (Cinerama _ Theatre, 
Calif.) (1,458; $1.75-$2.65)—“Cine- 
rama” (Indie) (49th wk). Fine $17.- 


000 or close. Last week, $24,000. 
United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 
90-$1.25) — “Barefoot Contessa” 
(UA) (4th wk). Good $8.000, and 
staying. Last week, $8.400. 
Stagedoor (A-R) (400; $1-$1.25) 
— “Dr. Jekyll, Mr. Hyde” and 
“‘Woman’s Face” (reissues) (2d wk). 
Good $3,000. Last week. $3.000. 


Larkin (Rosener) (400: $1)— 
“Bread, Love, Dreams” (IFE) (5th 
wk). Okay $2,800. Last week, 
$3,000. 


Bridge (Schwartz - Reade) (399: 
$1-$1.20)—“High and Dry” (U) 
(Sth wk). This week ending today 
(Wed.) looks oke $2,500. Fourth 
was $2,800. “Trouble Glen” 
(Rep) in next. 

Clay (Rosener) 


in 
(400; , $1) —‘‘Mo- 
ment of Truth’ (Indie).- Good 
$4,000. Last week, “Holly and 
Ivy” (Indie) (4th wk), $2,000. 
Vogue (S. F. Theatres) 377; $1)— 
“Ugetsu” (Indie) (3d wk). Fine 
$4,000. Last week, $5,000. 


Pittsburgh Reciprocity 


- 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 7. 

Stanley Theatre here, unit of 
Stanley Warner, has booked its 
first Metro release in years, “Athe- 





na,’ as the result of an unusual 
programming situation. 
A short time ago, Stanley, tied 


up with a long run of Warners’ “A 
Star Is Born,’’relinquished its hold 
on “White Christmas” 
Theatre could play the Paramount 
musical. The Penn, in turn, 
now yielded “Athena” to the Sta 


ley. 


has 


gond wecks, looks okay. 
Born” in 10th round at the Madi-| 


Okay $5,500. Last week, } 


‘Over Africa’ NSH 756, 
Det.; ‘Drum’ 146, ‘Paris’ 
10G, Both Fine in 2d 


Detroit, Dec. 7. 

Only one neweomer downtown 
this week and biz is slower as a 
result. Other downbeat ~ factors 
are Xmas shopping and the cold. 
The newcomer, “Fire Over Africa” 
shapes slow at the Broadway-Capi- 
tol. “Carmen Jones” at Fox, “Bare- 
foot Contessa” at Michigan, and 
“Drum Beat” at Palms, all in sec- 
“A Star Is 
son is holding well. “Desiree” also 
Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; - $1- 
$1.25)—“‘Carmen Jones” (20th) (2d 
wk). Good $24,000. Last week, 
$39.000. 


80-$1)—‘‘Barefoot Contessa” (UA) 
(2d wk). Oke $16,000. Last week, 
$24,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,961; 80-$1)— 
Romance” (U) (2d wk). Stout $14,- 
000. Last week, $27,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$1.50) 
—‘“‘Star Is Born” (WB) (10th 
Twinkling $8.000. Last week, $9,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (UD) 
80-$1)—“‘Fire Over Africa” 
and “They Rode West” (Col). 
$7,500. Last week, “Private 
36” (Indie) and “Deadly Game’ 
(AA), $14,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,938; $1- 
$1.25)—‘“‘Desiree” (20th) (3d wk). 
Nice $10,500. Last week, $15,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 80-$1)— 
“Last Time Saw Paris’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Fine $10,000. Last week, 
$12,200. 

Music Hall (Cinerama_ Produc- 
tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.65)—‘‘Cine- 
rama” (Indie) (90th wk). Oke $12,- 
000. Last week, $11,800. 


(Col) 
Poor 








Foreign Envy 


Continued from page 3 








at the rate of about 1% each year. 

It’s now at an average 40% to 42%. 
No Return Courtesy! 

Reaction is two-fold. 





so the Penn | 


|}more to 


entrance to the U. S. market. Sec- 
}ondly, when they hear of impor- 
| tant American pix recouping their 
j investment in the U. S. alone, they 
| start figuring on restrictions. 

| The U. S. distribs don’t like to 
|see the domestic earning power of 
their films publicized for the sim- 
fple reason that this implants 
ithe mind of foreign observers the 
|—erroneous—idea that most films 
|get their money back. from the 
| American theatres. 

| This immediately has a bearing 
on the outlook of foreign tax as- 
;sessors. They figure it this way: 
}If the Americans are in the clear 
/on their films in the U. S. alone, 
all their foreign income must be 
|}pure profit, i.e., taxable to the 
| hilt. This is, of course, argued by 
|the American outfits which point 
| to the fact that the vast majority 
,;of money-pix still depend heavily 
ion the foreign revenue. There has 


| been something of a-reversal of 
|this pattern at 20th-Fox with its 


initial CinemaScope releases which 
have been high grossers, partly 
due to the attractions of the new 
| medium. 

| There have been,,of late, a num- 
|}ber of tax threats” abroad, the 
|latest being Germany whielt is dis- 
|cussing a “release” tax to be im* 
;}posed on all films shown there. 
However, the local producers 
would be aided by revenue 
whereas the 
left out in the cold. In Italy, a 
Motion Picture Export Assn. com- 
mittee is currently negotiating an 





the 


| 


‘Italian demand for a change in the | 


computation of taxable income of 
U. S. distribs. In France, an 812% 
“turnover” tax on U. S. earnings 
j}and remittances is pending. 
| In the U. S., distribs with fat 
bank balances are beginning to run 
into the inevitable exhib argu- 
ment: If you can show 
profits, why not go easier 
tals terms and help us make a bet- 
ter living? Beefs come mostly 
|from the smaller accounts. Lat- 
ter are frankly impressed by earn 
ing statements such as the latest 
one from 20th-Fox which showed a 
1 the net for the first 
Ol 1954. 


is nice in third round at the United 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | 


‘Drum Beat” (WB) and “Ricochet | 
wk). | 
(3,500; | 


Hell cigned Howard Christie as pro- 


Foreign | 
producers ask why, if Hollywood is | 
so successful abroad, it doesn’t do | 
help foreign films gain | 


in | 


Americans would be | 


such large | 
on ren- | 


‘Tom Rogers Exits Metro 


After 22 Years; Eyes TV 


Tom Rogers, for 22 years with 
the Loew-Metro organization, has 
decided to make his sabbatical 
from Loew’s permanent and will 
probably wind up in television. 

He was the longtime New York 
contact for Metro’s Hollywood per- 
|sonalities, but started with Loew’s 
| State, Cleveland, about the same 
| time that MCA prexy Lew Wasser- 
|man dittoed at the next-door RKO 





i Palace there. 


| Rogers has been on leave since 
| August, because of illness, but now, 
ifully recovered, he wants a more 
|regular schedule, especially since 
|his marriage to couturier Ceil 
| Chapman. 


Briefs From the Lots | 


s Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
George Marshall signed to di- 
irect “The Second Greatest Sex” 
for producer Albert J. Cohen at 
U ... Gene Reynolds, former mop- 
pet, plays a jet pilot in Warners’ 
“The McConnell Story” . . Ray 
June is the new cameraman on 
Danny Kaye’s “The Court Jester” 
‘at Paramount, replacing Ray Ren- 
nahan who is ill... Joan Collins 











in from London to start her seven-| filmization of the aviator’s book | 


year contract at 20th-Fox...U 


| bought “Dead Man Pass.” Sateve- | 


post tale by Peter Dawson, and as- 


| ducer ... National Legion of De- 
|cency handed a “B” rating to “So 
This Is Paris’ for “suggestive 
| dancing,’ and to “Track of the 
| Cat” for “‘suggestive dialog” . : 
| Tomy Noonan turned down an ap- 
| pearance at the Mocambo for a role 
in “Violent Saturday” at 20th-Fox. 


Metro signed John Kerr for his 
| screen debut in “The Cobweb.” 
| which Vincente Minnelli will di- 
| rect for producer John House- 
iman... Andrew Marton obtained 
release from his director contract 


at Metro and acquired screen 
rights to a French novel, “The 
Gangsters” Abe Steinberg 


started his 30th year at 20th-Fox 
with a new seven-year pact as as- 
sistant production manager... 
Three young NY actors, Paul Ma- 
| zurski, Dan Terranova and Ralph 
Campos will play juvenile delin- 





auents in Metro’s “Blackboard 
Jungle”... Cubby Broccoli leaves 
after Christmas for Nairobi with 


a second unit to shoot backgrounds 

ifor “Safari” ... Sarah Selby will 
play June Allyson’s mother in 
“The McConnell Storv”’ at War- 
ners ... Robert Aldrich signed 
Maxine Cooper and Mara McAfee 
for roles in “Kiss Me Deadly.” 


Marjorie Hellen’s minor con- 
tract with 20th-Fox approved by 
Superior Court ... Pine-Thomas 


“Hell’s Island” as the final tag on 
“Love Is a Weapon.” . Montie 
Crooks up for a role in Soldier of 
} Fortune” at 20th-Fox ... Herman 
| Wepper named production execu- 
itive on ‘Canada’s Great Manhunt,” 
|co-produced by Sam Bischoff and 
| Dave Diamond for UA release... 
| Robert Ellis drew a role in War- 
{ners’ “The McConnell Story”... 
| Republic assigned R. G. Spring- 
| steen to direct “I Cover the Water- 
'front,” with William J. Sullivan as 
associate producer William 
}and Edward Nassour will film their 
| United Artists release, “The Beast 
|of Hollow Mountain.” in Cinema- 
Scope ... W: Lee Wilder will pro- 
duce and direct his indie, “Captain 
|Thunder,” in Haiti... Edward 
| Muhl appointed Jess Kimmel di- 
rector of U’s school of motion pic- 
ture drama, .. Hugo Haas signed 
Cleo Moore and John Agar as top- 
| pers in his indie, “No Tomorrow.” 


PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 9) 


(6th wk). Good $11,000. Last week, 
$14,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 75- 
$1.49)—“‘White Christmas” (Par) 
(6th wk), Big $18,000. Last week, 
| $30,000. 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 74-$1.30)— 
“Carmen Jones” (20th) (3d wk). 
Solid $19,000, big Saturday helping. 
Last week, $27,000. 
| Stanton (SW) (1,473; 50-99)— 
“Fire Over Africa” (Col) and “Miss 
Robin Crusoe” (20th). Dull $6,500. 
Last week, “3 Hours to Kill’ (Col) 
and “Black Dakotas” (Col), $8,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 80-$1.50) 

“Sabrina” (Par) (7th wk) Fine 
$5,500. Last week, $7,300. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.30)— 
“Athena” (M-G) (3d wk). Trim 
$8,000. Last week, $9,000, 

Trans-Lux World 
$1.50) —*‘Suddenly” ‘UA) (8th wk). 
Off to okay $3,500. Last week 
1 $4,800. 








‘Stockholders in DCA 


For the purpose of increasing the supply of product, the oper- 
ators of 35 circuits have invested varying amounts (minimum of 
$5,000) in Distributors Corp. of America. Starting out with a 
capitalization of $1,000,000, the outfit has as its purpose the 
financing of indie pictures and the distribution of same on a 
competitive basis, that is, with the exhibitor stockholders not given 
any pre-emptive rights to the DCA lineup. 

These are the DCA owners: N. Y.—Harry Brandt, Leo Brecher, 
Harold Eskin, Fred J. Schwartz, Solomon M. Strausberg, Joseph 
Seider, Samuel Rinzler, Walter. Reade Jr., Herman Becker, Spyros 
S. Skouras, Joseph Springer, Percival E. Furber. Also Sam Pi- 
nanski and Arthur Lockwood, both Boston; Frank Walker-J. J. 
O’Leary (both Comerford-Publix), Scranton; Jay Emanuel, Phila- 
delphia. 

Also, Morry Miller, Passaic, N. J.; Charles Moses, Staten Island: 
J. Myer Schine, Gloversville; Paul Engler, Birmingham; D. Irving 
Long, Louisville; M. A. Lightman, Memphis; E. D. Martin, Atlanta; 
Morton Thalhimer, Richmond; Max Baum, Montgomery; Arthur 
Steele, Jacksonville; Alfred and Milton Starr, Nashville; Mitchell 
Wolfson, Miami. 

Also, Harry Arthur, St. Louis; Myron Blank, Des Moines; Julius 
Gordon, Beaumont, Tex.; George Kerasotes, Springfield, Ill.; Joseph 
Rosenfield, Spokane; Will Conner, Seattle, and L. A. Starsmore, 
Colorado Springs. 

Theatres represented by the foregoing are located in nearly all 
48 states. The stockholders will meet shortly after Jan. 1 to name 


(T-L) (604; 99- | 


| $4,600,000. 


a DCA board of directors. 








CONFER WITH LINDBERGH 


|Hayward to Have Two Films In 
Work at Same Time 





Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Leland Hayward and Billy Wil- 
der will meet with Charles Lind- 
bergh this month on plans for 





| “Spirit of St. Louis.” 
Hayward plans to launch “Spirit” 
| simultaneously with “Point of No 
| Return” around May. 


Makelim Plan 


Continued from page 5 











purpose. It was the impetus for 
other new producer-distributors to 
get started.” 

Fact that many exhibitors have 
signed firm contracts with Makelim 
guaranteeing to play all 12 pictures 
appears of little concern to theatre- 
men. They feel the risk is all on 
his side. Suppose exhibs decide 
not to play Makelim’s films, it’s 
noted, “he can’t sue everybody and 
make a profit.” 

Since the announcement of the 
plan on April 6, there’s been a 
rapid turnover in Makelim’s top 
echelon staffers. Three different 
men have held the post of sales 
manager, Sam Nathanson, John 
Woifberg, and as of just now, 
Herb Kaufman. Hy Daab, veteran 
industry publicist, was named 
| pub-ad chief, but exited the com- 
| pany a week after his appointment, 
Mvithout explanation. 

Makelim supposedly was to start 
| production last July and have his 
| first picture ready by mid-October 
|of 1954. He never listed properties 
| or stars. There were also two other 
| announcements which never ma- 
| terialized. Makelim said he was 
| negotiating for the purchase of the 
| RKO studios from Howard Hughes. 





| There was also a _ report that 
| Makelim had made a deal with 
| MCA for its complete roster of 


| stars to be used in the pictures, 
| but this was later denied by the 
percentery. 

In October, Makelim said he 
would get into production “as soon 
as a complete quota of acceptable 
contracts is reached.” He said he 
needed a total of $5,117,200 
guaranteed rentals before the first 
picture could roll. The pacts at 
that time, he said, totaled a little 
more than $3,000,000. His goal of 
$5,117,200 is based on a production 
cost of $426,600 for each of the 
12 pictures. 

Late in August, Makelim re- 
ported that Dept. of Justice ap- 
proval had been received for the 
former theatre affiliates of the 
divorced companies to participate 
in the plans. He was now aiming 
for 4,000 to 5,000 theatres. In 
September, Wolfberg said 2,000 
theatres had signed and Makelim 
was setting his sights of 3,000. He 
said he expected active production 
to begin in six weeks. Late in 
September, Wolfberg upped the 
total to 2,600 theatres. 

In October, stating that he had 
| reached $3,000,000 of the $5,119,- 
200 required, Makelim said he ex- 
| pected to reach his goal in a month 
or six weeks. In the same month, 
it was reported that 2,700 theatres 
had signed for total pledges of 
In November, the con- 
tracts totaled $324,650 per picture 
and Makelim expected to reach the 
$426,600 average completion neg- 








ative cost by the year’s end. At 
|this point, he expected to be in| 
} production by Jan. 15, \ 





in | 


|  Gircuits Sign 
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by 


ledgment of the role played 
| Schwartz in the DCA formation. 
| With the financial structure 
/ thus set and a production program 
well underway, DCA has become 
the first importantly-sized film 
company in the industry’s modern 
history to be owned by a group 
of outstanding exhibitors. 

May Widen Base 


DCA already is contemplating a 
capitalization increase beyond the 
initial $1,000,000 “to meet increas- 
ing interest of exhibitors anxious 
to participate,” said Schwartz. He 
declined to break down the 
amounts put up by the present in- 
| vestors. 

Total coin earmarked for pro- 
duction and distribution amounts 
to $12,000,000, Schwartz said. He 
figures it on this basis: $1,000,000 
in equity; $3,000,000 from Eu- 
ropean co-producers (five to six 
DCA-backed indie pix are to be 
made jointly with others abroad); 
$4,000,000 in bank financing, banks 
| being listed as the source of 50% 
!of the American production coin; 
| $1,000,000 in deferments taken by 
| production talent; $2,000,000 via 
| rotation of funds in individual pic- 
|tures, and $1,000,000 in additional 
| equity interests. That last item 
| refers to investments in individual 
films by outsiders, such as Louis 
| Wolfson, who has a $235,000 stake 
ho “Long John Silver.” 
|} Schwartz conceded that banks 
, usually limit production loans to 
| films set for major company dis- 
| tribution. But bank money will 
| be forthcoming to DCA because of 
| the scope of its structure, he added. 
| DCA will license directly to a few 
| thousand of the larger theatres 
| which account for 75% of domestic 
|revenue. Balance will be handled 
by states righters. 

DCA has a program of nine films 
|lined up, two of which are com- 
| pleted, two are in production, two 
| are now casting and three are in 
| preparation, 











W's $1,770,100 








Continued from page 5 =m 
| mortgage indebtedness except for 
| one theatre on which there was a 
| longterm mortgage of $1,334,000. 

The earnings of International 
Latex Corp., from the date of ac- 
quisition on April 30, 1954, have 
been included in SW’s consolidated 
earnings. Company, bought as part 
of SW’s diversification program, 
was acquired for $14,930,000 and 
financed by a six-year bank loan at 
334% interest per annum. 

SW divested 19 theatres during 
the fiscal year under terms of the 
Government’s consent decree, 
leaving six additional theatres to 
be divested. 

It also notes that the company 
has reduced its outstanding stock 
by 10% via buyups of its shares 
on the Stock Exchange at an avers 
age cost of $14.43 per share. Dur- 
ing the fiscal year, the company 
acquired 255,800 shares of /common 
stock at the total cost of $3,672,000. 
Subsequent to the close of the fis- 
cal year,it bought 5,000 shares at a 
cost of $102,000. 
of the common stock is $31.14 per 
share. The company said it would 
acquire additional shares of its 
own common stock from time to 
time via purchases on the Ex- 
change, 


The book value 
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OTTO PREMINGER presents OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN’S 


from 20th Century-Fox 


CINEmMaScoPE 


starring 


HARRY BELAFONTE - DOROTHY DANDRIDGE 
PEARL BAILEY - OLGA JAMES - JOE ADAMS 


Produced and Directed by Book and Lyrics by 


OTTO PREMINGER OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN, 2nd 
Screen Play by HARRY KLEINER 


,tt’s a pleasureto do & color by DELUXE 
business with 20th!” 
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Releases Few and Far Between, 
So Each RKO Picture Gets Full 
Super-Epic Ballyhoo Treatment 


Limit a company to only a few¢ 


pictures and the selling job on 
these few could well be unusually 
intense. RKO, for instance. 
Rarely has the entire sales struc- 
ture of a major company been 
called uron to concentrate on such 
a limited amount of product. Tie 
result so far has been that each 
of the few and far between pix on 


the RKO roster is given the atten- | 
tion normally reserved for a super | 





| 
r 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


epic. 

Distribution execs at one rival 
company said this week. they've | 
seen evidence of this in RKO’s 
handling of the ‘Pinocchio” reis- | 
sue, “Carnival Story,” ‘French | 
Line” and “Susan Slept Here.’ | 
One observer termed as “highly 


spirited” the sales job on these en 
tries. 

Now RKO has set a series of 
four sales meetings to be attended 
by all key personnel for the pur- 
pose of mapping plans for only 
two films, “Underwater!” and “The 
Americano.” Regional 


conclaves | 


of this type normally give atien- | 


tion to six and more new produc- 
tions. 

First session is set for Dec. 9-11 
in Hollywood with western division 
manager J. H. MacIntyre pres.d- 
ing. Attending will be James R. 
Grainger, president; C. J. Tevlin, 
studio operations v.p.; James Wil- 
linson, editorial head; Perry Llie- 


ber, ad-pub director, and district | 


and branch managers in the west- 
, ern territory. 

N. Y. and Chicago meetings will 
be held simultaneously Dec: 13-15. 
Walter Branson, global sales chief, 
presides in Gotham. Sam Gore- 
lick, midwest district chief, han- 
dies the gavel in Chi. Grainger 


also will attend the Chi conference | 


and the fourth, cne to be held in 
New Orleans Dec. 16-18. Branson 
will preside at this final meet. 


‘She Wolf’ Street Bally 
Stirs Teacup Tempest 











| industry’s 


Beware New Liberty 
Columbus, Dec. ‘* 

Ohio exhibitors, suddenly 
freed of censorship -restraints 
after 41 years, were warned in 
this week’s bulletin .of:-the ” 
Independent Theatre Owners 
of Ohio to guard their new 
freedom jealously and to be- 
ware of unwholesome pictures. 

“Indubitably, some quickie 
producers trying to make a 
fast buck,’ says ITO, “will 
atiempt to flood the state with 
burlesque pictures, peep 
shows, sex films and what-not. 
Screen every picture of this 
type before you buy it.” 








Rival ‘Hansel & Gretel’ 
Hits Television Market 
Opposite RKO Puppets 


Appearance on the television 
market of a color, live-action ‘““Han- 
sel & Gretel’ for Christmas sale at 


'a time when RKO’s puppet version 


of the fairy tale is just beginning 


i{o move into the ne.ghtorhood film 


{ 


| 
! 
| 


houses has disturbed the motion 
picture company to the point of ex- 


ploring possible legal action. Otto 
Austin, president of Austin Pro- 


ductions of Liria, O., which pro- 
dueed the televersion in the mid- 
west two years ago, last week 
charged that RKO had_ brought | 
“pressure” on Major Television 
Productions, which is distributing 
the film, but so far as could be de- 
termined, no pressure has actually 
been exerted. RKC, however, is | 
admittedly not happy about the} 


| Situation. 


In Censorious Memphis 


Memphis, Dec. 7. 

Memphis police got into this 
town’s contagious “banning fever” 
when they put the clampers on a 
truck driver for “advertising in 
Memphis streets a picture which is 
banned here.” The truck and 
driver were making the rounds of 
Memphis streets with billboard 


signs on each side hypoing “The | 
West | 


She Wolf” now playing in 

Memphis, Ark., haven for 

Memphis censored films. 
Police Chief J. C. MacDonald 


all 


{ 


| 


| seals 


stated “I don’t think it proper to | 


have a truck running up and down 
our main streets displaying ad- 
vertisements of a half-nude girl, 
especially when the ad is of a pic- 
ture banned in Memphis.” 


Bob Kilgore, manager of the 
Sunset Drive-In theatre at West 
Memphis, about 10 miles from 


downtown Memphis, said “the city 
license bureau told us we could 
operate the truck even after the 
criver was stopped twice by police 
yesterday. There’s a matter of 
free speech involved here and 
we'll fight this.” 

There were no actual arrests 
made. 























Eileen BARTON 


Latest Coral Release 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY MY DARLING 
Ww 
WITHOUT LOVE 


Dir.: Willam Morris Agency 











| Way: 


Austin’s version, which employs 
midwestern actors from stock and 
little theatres and has an original 
musical score, has been playing in | 
schools, museums and at private 
showings since. Story is public) 
domain, and the differences in mu- | 
sic and processes apparently leaves | 
RKO without legal recourse in the 
conflict 





Kirk Douglas Marathons 
For TB Christmas Seals | 


On the basis of the schedule that 
had been set for him, Kirk Douglas 
probably was the most heard per- | 
former on radio in N, Y. yesterday 
(Tues.). He did a ‘‘marathon,” ap- 
pearing on at least six programs 
to promote the sale of Christmas 
for the N. Y. Tuberculosis 
and Health Assn. 

The shoWs were lined up this 
Jerry Marshall WNEW, 10} 
a.m.; Dave Garraway, WRCA (tape) 


(11:30 a.m.; Frank Farrell, WABC, | 





| at the Center 
| Technology in Cambridge. Purpose 
| Agency, 
| its 
| tions it wants from Congress. 


,; Of the 
| upon its motion picture production 


i 


12:30 p.m.; Jim Coy, WRCA, 2 p.m.; | 
Ruby Mercer, WOR, 3 p.m., and | 
Bill Silbert, WMGM, 4 p.m, 


ito legality 





FCC Isn’t Hurried By 
Zenith’s Tail Pepper, 


Clergy Figure in Schaefer's Religioso 


a ° | 
Rembusch Tells Exhibs «pay of Triumph’ Premieres in Tyler, Texas, Home 


Don’t look for a snap judgment 
by the Federal 
Commission concerning Zenith’s 
pitch for authority to engage in 
toll television, advises Trueman T. 
Rembusch, co-chairman of the film 
Joint Committee on 
Toll TV. “fam informed by coun- 
sel,” stated) Rembusch, “Zenith’s 
action is not unusual in FCC con- 
tests. However, such moves are 
seldom if ever successful, particu- 
latty where complex questions as 
and good engineering 
practice are involved as is the case 


| in toll tv.” 


Joint Committee is looking to 


| balk any coinbox video attempts on 


the grounds that this commercial 
adaptation of free home tv raises 
an assortment of Constitutional 
questions and would tend to de- 
stroy the theatre business. 
Rembusch, in a_ statement 
sued from his Franklin, Ind., head- 
quarters, said there are so many 
matters of a legalistic and prac- 
tical nature to be considered in 
toll tv that the FCC ‘will not be 
stampeded into a snap judgment 
by Zenith or any other minority 
group seeking selfish advantages.” 
He also made the point that even 
when a decision is handed down 
by the FCC an appeal to the Fed- 


is- 


'eral Courts is open to those who 


disagree with the ruling. ‘In such 
instance,” he notes, “it would be 


|many years before the issue could 


be decided one way or another.” 





Target of Toll-TV 


Dream: February 


Round of Briefs 


Proponents of  subscription-tv 


/are now hoping that the Federal 
| Communications Commission 
' 

icall a “paper’ 


will 
hearing, involving 
the submission of briefs, in de- 
termining the pros and cons of 


| authorizing commercial toll-tv. 


There are said to be indications 
that the Commission may speed 
up its sked and hold such hearings 
next February. 

In bringing up to date its prior 


|application for Phonevision before 


the FCC, Zenith last week asked 
for immediate authorization of the 


system without the necessity of a | 


hearing. Argument here is that the 
Commission is within its rights to 
okay fee-tv as a commercial serv- 
ice without extensive hearings. 
It’s already been made clear that 
the Commission isn’t likely to fol- 
low such a course, particularly in 


'view of the expressed opposition 
many | 
| quarters within and outside the tv 


to  pay-as-you-see from 
industry itself. However, it’s 
claimed that the FCC is sympas 
thetic to a “paper” hearing which 
would be a time saver. 


No Film Men at Overseas Info Conclave 





Professors, Editors, Public 
Invited to Centre for 


- 





“Problems of achieving an ade- | 


| quate ‘everseas U. S. Information | 


program” is the subject of a one-| 
day conference being held Dec. 17 | 
for International , 
Studies at the Mass. Institute of | 
is to help the U. S. Information 
which has been under 
criticism as to the effectiveness of 
“propaganda” and which has 
not gotten the kind of appropria- 


much of the criticism 
Agency has been focused 


Although 





and policies, not a single film per- 
sonage has been invited to the con- | 
ference in Cambridge. Full list of | 
participants is as follows: 
U. S. Information Agency 
Theodore C. Streibert 
Abbott Washburn | 
Burnett Anderson 
Massachusetts institute | 
Dr Ithiel de Sola } 
Raymond Bauei 
Harold Isaacs 


Pool 


Walt Rostow i 


Relations and. Booksellers 
International Studies 


Jerome Wheésner, Prof. of Electrical 


Engineering 


Harvard 
Jerome S. Bruner, Prof. of Psychology | 
Carl J. Friedrich, Prof. of Government | 


Paul Herzog, Associate Dean 
Committee for An Adequate Overseas 
U. S. Information Program 
Edward L. Bernays, Chairman 
Jack Cominsky, Saturday Review 


Fleur Cowles, Look Magazine 

C. B. Larrabee, Printers’ Ink 

Louis M. Lyons, Curator, Nieman Foun- | 
dation for Journalism 

Jean Wade Rindlaub, Vice President, 
BBDO 

E. S. Whitman. Director of Public Re- 
lations, United Fruit 

Others 


Ralph Bedell, South Pacific Commission 

Douglzs W. Bryant, American Library 
Association 

Erwin D. Canham, 
Monitor 

Dr. Lawrence K. 
losopher 

Dan Lacy, 
Council 
ames Laughlin, 
cations 

Joseph Mark. Doubleday & Co 

Dr. Mark A. May, Yale University 

Porter McKeever, Ford Foundation 


Christian Science 


Frank, social 
American Book Publishers 


Intercultural 


Dr. Saul K. Padover, Dean, School of 
Politics, The New School 
Sol Stein, American Committee for Cul- 


tural Freedom 
Warren Sullivan. Americ 
lishers Institute 


an Textbook Pub 


Communications | 





Burg of 





‘The Student Princess’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

“The Student Prince” will 
soon have a co-ed to keep him 
company, according to Fred W. 
Kane and Edgar M. Burlin, 
who have announced the for- 
mation of a new indie company 
to produce a musical feature 
titled, “‘The Student Princess.” 

Picture is slated for a Janu- 
ary start although no director 
or castings have been named 
to date. 


Theatre (and Navy) Vet 
Larry Cowen Missing; 
Wife Swears Warrant 


Troy, Dec. 7. 
A forgery warrant for the arrest 
of Larry Cowen, former manager 
of Proctor’s Theatre here and be- 











Grand in Albany for Fabian, was 
issued last week by Police Court 


Judge Thomas J. O’Connor, on 
complaint of his wife. 

She alleged that Cowen had 
forged her co-signature as _ co- 


maker on a promissory note last 
| March, and had since defaulted on 
| payment. 


it Corp., of Stratford, Conn., was 
for $413.53. Mrs. Cowen said that 
she did not know about the note 
until the credit company recently 
approached her for payment, 

In filing the complaint, Mrs. 
Cowen reported that her husband 


had been missing since Sept. 4, 
when he left home in suburban 
Melrose, for New York. Cowen, 





who served as a Naval intelligence 
| officer in Albany and New 
| during World War II. with the rank 
of lieutenant commander, and who 
retired on pension 


told Mrs. Cowen that he was going 
<a confer with S. H. Fabian. Fa.ian, 
head of Fabian Theatres, said Cow- 
en never arrived. 

Shortly thereafter. the Fabian or- 
ganization replaced him at its trey 
house with 
transferred from the Plaza, Sche- 


definite 


health for several vears. 

The only clue to the whereabouts 
| of Cowen, well known in New York 
motion picture industry and naval 


local bank, in Vergennes, Vt.: Rut- 
land, Vt.; New York City, and Tor- 
renton, Conn. The last one was 
; dated Nov. 15. Troy detectives also 
reported a clue from Northamp‘on, 
Mass. 

Pioneer Credit Corp. of Troy is 
attempting to locate Cowen’s car 





him, 





| BAZAARS AND RAFFLES 


If 5°o of Town Petition, Issue 
Must Be Voted 


Hartford, Dec. 7. 

Connecticut State Legislature’s 
1955 session will hear a proposal 
to legalize bazaars and raffles. Two 
Plainfield Democrats, Reps. Mop- 
sik and Demuth, have already filed 
their measure with the Secretary 
of State’s office. 





phi- 


Publi- | 


The bill calls for local option on 
bazaars and raffles, and stipulates 


| that if five % of the voters of a 
| town sign a petition for legalizing 


bazaars and raffles in their towns, 
then the legislative body of that 
town must vote on such a proposal 
within 14 days. 

Gov. John Lodge vetoed a simi- 
lar measure in the 1951 legislative 
| session, 





20th’s Stevens, Johnson 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Darryl Zanuck has signed George 
| Stevens to produce and direct two 
|features on non-exclusive _ basis. 
| Zanuck has also inked Nunnally 
| Johnson to a new seven-year pact 
| as writer-producer-director, be- 
ginning with “How 
Very Popular.” 

Latter is Marilyn Monroe 
irer, Which starts in January. 





star- 


to Be Very, ! 


Its Backers 


+ 


“Day of Triumph,”  religioso 
pic being distributed by George J. 


| Schaefer, was backed by a group 


{of Texans 


outside the 
business, according 
He adds that the 


picture 
to Schaefer. 
negative costs 


'and print charges will total over 


$1,000,000. James K. Friedrich, of 
Century Films,+« produced the fea- 


, ture for the investors. 


| Split—the 30 to 
' Latter also is given 


| ment” 


; recruitment of 


“Triumph” is being peddled by 
Schaefer on the basis of a 70-30 
the exhibitor. 

guarantee of 
10% of the gross as profit. Exec 
is figuring on a “special treat- 
playoff, that is, with each 
cpening preceded by a local ex- 
ploitation camgaign including the 
clergy. Advanced 
admission prices will prevail. In 
large measure sale of the film will 


ibe patterned after the licensing of 


“Martin Luther,’ but whether 


| states rights deals will be set up 


fore World War II, manager of the | 


for mass circulation hasn’t yet been 
decided. 


“Triumph,” which focuses on 


ithe crucifixion and resurrection of 


| by 


‘ 


Note, held by the Stratford Cred- | 


' 
j 
} 
; 
| 


} 


York | 


in 1952 after | 
20 years of Naval Reserve service, | 





Christ, was the last film directed 
Irving Pichel. He completed 
the job just prior to his death in 
Hollywood last July 13. 

Film premieres Dec. 17 at the 
Tyler Theatre, Tyler, Tex., which 
is the home of the backers. Schae- 
fer has an agreement set with In- 
terstate Theatres for a number of 
openings throughout Texas. First 
key city roadshow run is set for 
the Kirby Theatre, Houston, 
Dec. 24. 


Frank McCarthy 











Continued from page 3 


formalize in a final contract finan- 
cial terms satisfactory to me. 

“You may use this letter on a 
confidential basis in connection 
with the planning, preparation and 
financing of the film.” 

Hemingway describes the film as 
one focusing on an African safari. 
He would be seen in the pic, would 
write the narrative and read it for 


Richard C. Murphy,} use on the sound track. 


The author added: “This agree- 


nectady. Announcement was made|ment and the contract that may 
that Cowen had been given “an in-| replace it is with you personally 

leave of absence, du2 to! and 
illness.” He had not been in good! partner Frank McCarthy.” 


with your associate and/or 


Hem- 
ingway stated further that he 
would receive a flat sum in ad- 


vance of production and _ profits 
would be shared “on the basis of 


circles, police officials stated. has | 50° for me and 50% to be divided * 
been checks cashed by him, on a| between you and your associate 


Frank McCarthy as producers.” 
McCarthy’s announcement of the 
film project was followed by Rice’s 
denial of a deal. Lowe, a former 
editor of Look, as part of the Rice 
denial, was quoted as saying he 


jheld no option on a Hemingway 


| 





| 
| 


P . a 1 DiC. 
for repossession. He took it with |! 


McCarthy now takes the position 
that the Rice statement makes it 
look as though he were trying to 
perpetrate a hoax upon the publie 
and his 20th employers, Darryl F. 
Zanuck and Spyros P. Skouras. He 
Says: “Upon written assurances 
from both Hemingway and Lowe 
I presented the project to my com- 
pany for a financing and release 
deal. Not only have I not pervert- 
ed the truth in any instance or de- 
tail but neither am I stupid enough 
to have cooked up such a hoax as 
Rice and Lowe have ascribed to 
me.” 














New York Theatres 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL __. 
: Rockefeller Center 
“DEEP IN MY HEART” 
tn Glorious COLOR starring 
JOSE MERLE HELEN 
FERRER + OBERON + TRAUBEL 
An M-G-M Picture 
and The Music Hali’s Great Christmas Stage Show 


JRobeRr MITCHUM exes waist} 


BS ie-\e) acra Ot-\; 


eWarNeERCOLOR | 


PARAMOUNT 33 


43rd 5T 








(wm e 


































—* 





Wednesday, December 8, 1954 


ART 


























b/ 
~ WHILE 


THEY’RE SITTING! 


There they are...row upon row of 
patrons with their eyes glued to 
the screen...ready to give their 
100% attention to whatever pitch 


you want to make, 


It’s your “captive audience”... 
an opportunity you can’t afford to 
overlook...an advantage offered 


by no other advertising medium. 


So sell everything you’ve got... 





your shows...contests...special events 
and merchant tie-ins...in advance... 


from your screen... with trailers that get 





the most out of your “captive audience” 








... trailers from National Screen! 





PRIZE BABY OF THE 1/MDUSTRY 
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0&0's Riding Along on Web ‘Gifts’: 
Better You Sell ‘Em—We Can't’ As 
WCBS (Frinstance) Goes ‘Service 





CBS Radio’s dropping of a house # 


package and Carter Products’ can- 
cellation of a show on the web are 
figured to bear some future rela- 
tionship to a “creeping paralysis” 
trend that ultimately will find 
numerous network slots being re- 
captured by local stations, with 
accent on the owned-and-operated. 

Web shelves the Peter Lind 
Hayes-Mary Healy Saturday show 
after this week (11), although cur- 
rent thinking looks toward pro- 
gram’s return in late February as 
a Saturday night airer. The Hayes- 
Healy stanza is in the 1:35 to 2 p.m. 


berth, with a rebroadcast on 
WCBS, N. Y., at 9:30 during the 
football season. Hayes himself 


continues as a CBS pactee under 
which he’s committed to fill in for 


Arthur Godfrey on the latter’s 
morning show when occasion de- 
mands. 


Carter has axed “City Hospital,” 
but the web will sustain the 1 to 
1:25 show. Interesting point is that 
the sponsor had a six-month con- 
trol of “Hospital” after cancella- 
tion, but waived its rights. CBS 
then made a deal with Julian Funt 
to supply the scripts, with John 
Dietz producing and directing. 

Of immediate importance on the 
web-to-local front is a realignment 
of the WCBS schedule. This, with 
and without inheritance of network 
time, is based on the oft-expounded 
theory that local stations, of what- 
ever stature, must put most of their 
eggs in the “service programs” 
basket if they hope to live beside 
and survive the “television era.” 
Thus music, news and weather be- 
come the strategic threesome in 
aural operations, with recapturing 
of “offish” slots that the web can- 
not peddle except at the risk of 
giving away its transmiiter—and 
even then there’s no certainty. 

Leonard-Haymes Reshuffle 

At the moment, the reshuffle re- 
volves around Bill Leonard and 
Bob Haymes. Leonard’s “This Is 
New York” takes a new time period 
of 11:30 to midnight Monday 
through Saturday, kicking off next 
week (13). Singer Haymes’ morn- 


ing variety show, currently 45 min- | 


expands to 75, and hence 
into a 9:30 anchor in 
six-a-weeker. Since Haymes con- 
tinues with his ‘Melody in the 
Night” cross-the-board half-hour.to 
11 o’clock, his own contribution to 


utes, 
sneaks 


his | 


Real Hot Kidkinnie 


California’s moppet set has 
been taken into the reckoning 
by NBC-TV. in its .sSlotting 
starting this Saturday: (1}) ‘of 
Kraft’s “Spaee Cadet” at 11:30 
a. m., as part of the web’s two- 
hour skein of kid shows (Hap- 
py Felton, Paul Winchell and 
“Funny Boners” are the oth- 


ers.) 

“Space” will be raced to the 
Coast via hot kine for five 
outlets. 








Berle Side Claims ‘Act 
Of God’ Gilbert Backed 


Out on Return Issue 


The Milton Berle-Ruth Gilbert 
hassle almost came to a quiet end 
last week when lawyers for both 
sides were to decide on the comedi- 
enne’s return to work for the re- 
mainder of the '54-’55 season as 
soon as she felt physically able 
after having her child. However, 
the issue flared up again at a pre- 
viously agreed-upon American Ar- 
bitration Assn. session on Friday 
(3), with neither side now being 





| when the “Act of God” poser first 
cropped up weeks ago. 

At the pre-AAA session between 
Berle’s and Miss Gilbert’s lawyers, 
it was decided, Berle’s camp main- 
tains, that an agreement’ was 
reached and that all that remained 
was to put signatures to paper. 
Miss Gilbert’s reps say, however, 
that they hadn’t actually committed 
themselves, particularly since their 
client wasn’t in on the close of the 
meet at which it was decided that 
she’d settle for returning to the 
NBC-TV show, “when ready.” 

Irving Gray, Berle’s manager, 
declared that after the “agreement 
was reached” both sides decided 
to go through the “formality” of 
appearing before the previously 
| scheduled meeting of the arbitra- 
tion group, and the actual signing 
would take place there. It was 
| agreed to, Gray said, because “Miss 
| Gilbert felt it would add weight 
jto the agreement. 

Gray charged that Miss Gilbert 








the local pot will be 10 hours aj “backed out” before the arbitra- 
week. Leonard currently holds the | tors, catching the Berle lawyers 
9-9:30 a.m. berth (and kept that| by surprise and forcing them to 
going for nine years), with the | ask for a postponement in nego- 


night slotting giving him opportu- 
nity to report on N. Y. happenings, 
theatre openings, etc.. the same 
evening. Haymes will pick up 
Leonard’s evaluations on the fol- 
lowing morning, for a_ two-way 
“package.” 

(Couple of late-night changes at 
WRCA, too. Tex & Jinx McCrary, 
ex-11:30 to midnight, extended 30 
minutes to 12:30, originating from 


Waldorf’s Peacock Alley. Getting 
started correspondingly later is 


Fleetwood’s “Music Through the 
Night,” with Riggie Tobacco latch- 
ing on for Regent Cigs.) 

Outside of co-ops and partici- 
pations, there’s very little sold by 
any of the four networks on a pro- 
gram basis after 10 p.m. If things 


keep up as they have, the web an- |} 


chor may be 9 o'clock generally 
before the next season blossoms. 


SURPRISE FETE MARKS 
MORENCY’S 25TH ANNI 


Hartford, Dec. 7. 
A lot of nostalgia drifted over 
the head table at Paul W. 


Morency's surprise 25th annivers- 
ary dinner party at the Hartford 
Club last Thursday night (2). 
Vice-president and general man- 
ager of WTIC, NBC’s 50,.000-watt 
Hartford affiliate, wasn't aware of 
any anniversary arrangements un- 
til he was led into the main lobby 
of the downtown club Posted 
prominently was a Hartford Times 


window bulletin, dated Dee. 2, 
1929, announcing appointment of 
Morency to the top spot at the 
Travelers Insurance Co.'s. radio 


station. Some 150 guests were on 
hand 

Recorded messages from indus- 
try friends everywhere were 
played over the p.a. system, 


| tiations. Her reps said that she 
didn’t feel that simply being al- 
| lowed to return to the show for the 
rest of the season was enough; 
| that she wants now—and this is 
{the item holding up the settlement 
|—to be paid for the time she is 
incapacitated. 





40 Clauses in ‘Today’ Pact 


NBC-TV has latched on 
‘Santa Clauses to appear 

“Today” show today (Wed.). 
| The.men in red rep Volunteers 
of America. 


40 
its 


to 
on 


Edgar Bergen has come face to 
face with the international protocol 


| fraternity after a series of frus-! 


on the home front. It 
that his disappointments 
|stemmed from a of 
timing that he could not anticipate 
and over which he had no control 


trations 
could be 


matter poor 


, 


as a “mere” performer. 
It’s a story with a Washington 
(that’s D. C.) background. When 


Bergen launched his _ hourlong 
Kraft-sponsored series on CBS Ra- 
dio a couple of months ago, it was 
after a study of a format that 
would originate in the capital to 
provide top Government officials 
as guests. Going by precedent, he 
was led to believe that Congress- 
men, Senators, et al., would leap at 
the opportunity to get the fresh air 
of the Bergen show after countless 
hours spent in the sometimes be- 
draggled atmosphere of the legisla- 
tive halls, cloakrooms, bureau cor- 
{ridors and the like. You know, 


|} any closer to an agreement than | 


Ldgar Bergen 


Names for Madonna 


Four quarter-hour Xmds_ disks 
featuring Lloyd Nolan, Elaine 
Stritch, Eddie Foy Jr., James Mee- 
/han and Sammy Kaye were pro- 
| duced by the Madonna Guild Ra- 


, dio Rosary and etched by Master- 
| piece Recording for current distri- 


bution. 


Stanzas deal with the “meaning 
of Xmas” and were overseered by 
Leona Milen of Madonna Guild. 


Radio Scripters 
Rap U. of Mich.’s 
‘Contest’ Angle 


Detroit, Dec. 7. 

Radio writers in this area are 
doing a burn over a new method 
of accepting scripts set into opera- 
|tion recently by WUOM, the U. of 
|Michigan’s educational _ station. 
i Price for the scripts is acceptable, 
j;but what’s griping the writers is 
ithe rigid method of submission, 
which amounts to an actual com- 
| petition rather than the ordinary 
{routine of assignment and confer- 
ences On improvement. 

Situation came about through a 
new series titled “Heroes "Round 
the World.” The way the “con- 
test,”” as one writer puts it, oper- 
ates is that the WUOM office will 
inform scripters of a specific hero, 
the setting and the statement of 
heroic qualities to be emphasized 
lin the script. Material is to be 
{submitted without any identifica- 
ition of the writer on the actual 
iscript itself—they will identify 
ithemiselves on a separate sheet of 
| paper which will be keyed to the 
| script number. Unidentified scripts 
| will then be submitted to an “edi- 
{torial review board,’ which will 
'select one work from all the en- 
itries. Criteria will be ‘“‘contest and 
| accuracy,” “conformity to general 
}requirements,” ‘dramatic impact 
|of the story” and “technical perfec- 
| tion.” 

Professional writers who have 
'done work for the station before 
| were “shocked” that such a routine 
‘should come from an educational 
istation, where the absence of re- 
|strictions on the writer should be 
‘recognized as vital. Furthermore, 
|from the viewpoint of professional 
imethods, they didn’t like the idea 
of competing among themselves. 
| As a snapper, they pointed out 
jthat they’d be working on “spec” 
instead of assignment, and while 
the flat rate of $200 for the half- 
‘hour script was okay, only one of 
jthe many pros would be paid for 
;each subject submitted. 


Scots Prep Comm’! TV 


Glasgow, Nov. 30. 

Scotland’s first commercial tv 
station may be run by a group con- 
| sisting of a Conservative party 
| newspaper proprietor and business- 
} men with Labor sympathies. 

Roy Thomson, Canadian owner 
of The Scotsman, Edinburgh, and 
'of tv stations in Canada, has ap- 
| plied for a commercial tv license. 
|He declined to name the Labor 
Party supporters with whom he has 
been discussing his plans. 














s ‘kormat For 


| “play like a human being” via Ber- 
gen & Co. 

But Bergen’s seasonal _ kickoff 
was during a period when both 
houses of Congress were wrestling 
with a multitude of global and do- 
mestic hot potatoes, including the 
elections and the internecine 
| faire Joe McCarthy,” so the polit- 
icos and appointees based in D. C. 
| did not exactly beat a path to Ber- 


gen’s “comedian - turned - deejay- 
commentator” door. Maybe they 
lost their sense of humor, or had 


visions of being turned into dum- 
mies. 
Procedure Reversed 

Whatever the reason, Bergen 
forthwith altered the pattern 
the simple expedient of reversing 
the procedure: if the bigwigs 
wouldn't come to him, he’d go to 
them—and why not include per- 
formers? He shifted one stanza to 
the Coast, where Dick Powell, Jack 
Benny and Amos ’n’ Andy guested 
on his 9 to 10 p.m. Sunday airer. 
Last week he originated the show 


‘laf. | 


by | 


Louis family-held outfit will 
identifications on a 26-a-week 


foray by the R&R agency into 
Howe for Tums. R&R reps the 
gerald-Sample the tv parallel 


aura, 


VD 


Move Over Bulova—tt’s ‘Tumstime’ 


A $200,000-per-annum deal brings the Lewis-Howe Co. into the 
“time by tv” picture, but first as a longterm “test” in the coun- 
try’s foremost market. For starting next Monday (13), the St. 


pitch its “Tumstime” 10-second 
basis over WCBS-TV, N.Y., in a 


“creative programming” exposure bearing unusual facets. The all- 
over-the-clock schedule stemmed from a three-way foundation em- 
bracing the St. Loo office of Ruthrauff & Ryan, the Chi office of 
CBS Spot Sales, and the CBS flagship in N.Y. 

Aside from the anticipated results (the way the station figures 
it, Tums will latch on to $9,000,000 impressions per week, based 
on the program adjacencies), the $4,000-a-week pact represents a 


tv outlays earmarked by Lewis- 
client in radio, with Dancer-Fitz- 
(via the Imogene Coca Show on 


NBC-TV). Should Tums go for eight or 10 other key markets dur- 
ing or after the Gotham “wet run,” 
go over the $1,000,000 market, to give ‘“‘Tumstime” a near-network 


the spot billings could wel} 


It’s the first use of spot announcements by the “for your tummy” 
product (as distinct from participations, syndicated telepix, etc.), 
There'll be a change of copy to fit the spottings, and the buy itself 
is unique in that it finds a non-timepiece sponsor going heavy on 
time service plugs, with one of the tablets, incidentally, so de- 
signed as to give the appearance of a clock as it races to the viewer. 








WTRI Protests Thomas’ WROW Buy; 
Claims CBS Tien Was 


Withheld 





Teenage Texas Jock 


Baytown, Tex., Dec. 7. 
Jimmie Lee Durgen, 17-year-old 
highschoo!] student in Houston, has 


show each Saturday’ afternoon 
starting at 5 p. m. It’s an all-re- 
quest show on KCRT. 

Durgen also is featured on 
KCRT with his band, known as the 
Drifters. He was with the “Grand 
Ole Opry” unit on its recent tour 
through East Texas. 


CBS Makes U. S. Fightin’ 
Picture Complete With 
$-Tagged ‘Air Conquest’ 


CBS-TV has the “for sale” sign 
on a documentary that looks like 
the U, S. Air Force’s answer to 
NBC’s “Victory At Sea.” The film 
skein, comprising 26 half-hours, is 
slated to take off next Septem- 
ber on a Sunday afternoon. . 

Labeled “Conquest of the Air,” 
show bears official sanction of Air 
Secretary Harold E. Talbott. 
Stanzas will be chosen from about 





USAF achives and elsewhere. and 
will be produced by CBS public 
affairs helmed by Sig Mickelson. 

Going beyond coverage of air 
warfare alone, some 50,000,000 feet 
of the film stockpile 
from Government agencies (includ- 
ing the Library of Congress), pri- 
vate producers, airline #irms and 
aircraft makers as well as from 
other nations. Even the Navy and 
the Army will be tapped for ma- 
terial. 

CBS is to send scribblers to dig 
/out preliminary reports on USAF 
| both in the U. S. and abroad. 

This CBS program move takes 
i USAF out of its “up in the air” 
video status and rounds out the 
military picture, there already be- 
| ing, in addition to “Victory At 
| Sea,” the Army’s Big Picture” 
| and plans by General Teleradio for 
| a documentary re the Marines. 








a Diplomat’ 


in New York, inviting and getting 
| acceptances from Governor-elect 
| Averell Harriman, Chief Magistrate 
| John Murtagh, Eartha Kitt (latter 


| preeming in the “Mrs. Patterson” | 


legiter}) and Columbia waxworks 
|exec Mitch Miller. Upcoming (19) 


| Va., the colonial convertee. 
| Thus the “new” Bergen show 
with its Kraft auspices is able to 


| grab exploitation along the route | 
not possible with a stationary for- | 
mat. And as a result, the quondam | 


| ventriloquist is taking still another 
| step via pickups from the various 
embassies in Washington. The first 
of these—a preem of its kind—was 
}an origination from the Spanish 
Embassy, with Ambassador Count 
de Motrico as featured guest. Last 
| Sunday (5), Bergen was at the 
Swedish Embassy with headman 
Eric Boheman the guestar and next 
Sunday (12) his live airer will come 
from the Japanese “residence.” 
In other words, Bergen has gone 
from parttime disk jockey to near- 
ly fulltime protocol pusher. 


made his bow here in a disk jockey | 


150,000,000 feet of celluloid from | 


will come | 


is an emanation from Williamsburg, | 


+ Albany, Dec. 7. 
WTRI-TV filed a protest Friday 
(3) with the Federal Confmunica- 
tions Commission against the 
transfer of majority control of the 
Hudson Valley Broadcasting Ca, 
(operating WROW and WROVW- 
iTV) from a group of local stock- 
holders to a unit headed by Lowell 
Thomas and his business manager, 
Frank M. Smith. It did so on the 
| 8round that “Thomas has received 
ja commitment from the Columbia 
| Broadcasting System to affiliate 
WROW-TV with CBS before the 
purchase of the station was made.” 
WTRI, in which Stanley Warner 
Theatre Corp. holds a 50% interest, 
alleged that as a result of the 
transfer application, WROW-TV 
“would be controlled by an import- 
'ant and valued member of the 
|CBS organization; the transferees 
ifailed to reveal this fact, together 
| with certain secret understandings 
| with CBS concerning network affil- 
| iation for WROW-TV. 
Furthermore, the petition 
; charged, “The Commission’s ac- 
ition granting the application will 
iresult in the elimination of com- 
| petition for the network affiliation 
ito the same degree as if CBS were 
| itself the licensee and a loss to 
i; WTRI of such CBS programs 








|which by diligent efforts it has 
| been able to secure.” 
| The FCC was asked to “imme- 


| diately” stay the effectiveness of 
| its recent action approving the 
| transfer and to designate the trans- 
| fer application for hearing. WTRI 
| stated that the majority control of 
| WROW and WROW-TV exercised 
| by Thomas et al. is 52%. 

WTRI has a contract with CBS 
'for limited alternative telecasting 
'—WRGB, Schenectady, VHF out- 
let, is the main area choice—run- 
jning to Feb. 1. WROW-TV and 
| WROW are ABC affiliates. That 
UHF station has been on the air 
|since October, 1953; WTRI, since 
| last February. 

Troy Broadcasting Co., which 
;owns the other half interest in 
|WTRI, operates WTRY, CBS radio 
affiliate. There have been uncon- 
| firmed reports that WROW mig 
| eventually land the Columiba asso- 
ciation. 


ZENITH PUSHING FCC 
FOR TOLL-TV DECISH 


Washington, Dec. 7. 

| Federal Communications Com- 
mission may act on the new peti- 
ition of Zenith Radio Corp. that it 
|expedite consideration of subscrip- 
tions. While some FCC commis- 
| sioners prefer to let the matter 
mark time, others are pressing for 
immediate action on the issue. 

Zenith petition of a week ago 
contends that the FCC may, under 
its present rules, approve subscrip- 
| tion television for existing tv sta- 
tions, without any hearings. Ze- 
nith urges that such permission be 
given forthwith, so that the sub- 
scription systems can be set up 
with a minimum of delay. 

What the Commission is likely to 

decide this week or next is wheth- 
ier it should give immediate con- 
sideration to subscription telev!- 
sion or whether to set down argu- 
ments for the future. Belief here 
is that the majority of the Com 
mission-will favor delay, probab!) 
‘by a 4-3 vote. 
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CBS-TV Laughs Last 


Laughs to order, from a tiny titter 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
to a crescendo of howls. 


I's that easy for CBS-TV comedy shows that use the “laugh 

tachine” invented by Charlie Douglas, of net’s engineering staff 
at Television City here. Newest advance in canned laughter has 
been utilized by many comedy programs, live and film, but identi- 


ties are a guarded secret. 


Engineer on show using machine has 


hoice of six control levers to eitMfer ride gain or taper off hysterics, 
depending on inherent laugh potential of spoken line or prop 


pi 


ag. 


By pressing all six levers at once, raising the volume, laughs 


can drown out every sound in the building. Maybe even bring 


wil 


hitecoated attendants with butterfly nets. 


Recorded sound*fed into amplifier has been used to supplement 


laughter of live audience if reception isn’t raucous enough. 


Saving 


is affected on filmed shows, obviating necessity of showing picture 


to live 
and engineer 


at pre-show runthrough, but 


audience just for recorded laughtrack. 
generally get an idea of where big laughs belong 
sync 


Producer of show 


requires skilled timing lest 


yocks get out of hand and spill over to next laughter or titter. 
Douglas holds patent to laugh machine and now has two out 


on Jease. He owns all rights outside its use at Television City 
and is now negotiating for manufaciure and general marketing. 
Mi ichine will cost around $1,000. 








Peak Price for Pitt Outlet A ‘Bargain 
To Whouse in DuM's ‘Need for Cash’ 


There’s far more to that $9,750,-4 


000 that DuMont got,from West- 
inghouse for WDTV, Pittsburgh, 
than meets the eye DuMont appears 
tg have unloaded for a lot less than 
the VHFer was worth, reportedly 
to offset financial difficulties fac- 
ing DuMont Labs. 

While the WDTV selling price is 
the highest ever paid for any sta- 
tion, it is considered almost in re- 
verse ratio to normal selling pro- 
cedures; most station transactions 
are for two to three times the an- 





DuMont Surveys Itself 

Latest in the DuMont “to be 
or not to be” tele network pic- 
ture is that the Price-Water- 
house, N.Y. accountancy firm 
has been brought in to survey 
the web's status. Meantime, 
the word is out that by virtue 
of the WDTV, Pittsburgh, sale 
DuMont already has written it- 
self off as a network. Conten- 
tion is that bankrollers only 
got into the DuMont lineup be- 
cause of the cushy Pittsburgh 
ma. Ket. 

rhe Price - Waterhouse as- 
signment was stimulated in 
part by Paramount Pictures 
(owning the entire line of B 
stock in the DuMont Lab set- 
up) which is out to find out 
Whether it pays to hold on. 








nual billings. And this year, 
der DuMont, WDTV will 
about $6,700,000 with a profit not 
too far 


un- | 
gross 


| 
from $4,000,000 expected | 


by the year-end accounting. Fully | 
aware of these conditions, DuMont | 
began the Westinghouse negoti- | 
— 


SIX weeks ago and was then 


ing the more equitable figure of | 


$1600 oe. But, since it seemed | 
be set wi th more immediate finan- 
Clal problems, the web finally set- 
tled for over $4,000,000 less in 
oraer 


er lo get ready cash. 
DuMont Labs ran up net profit 
C ontinued on page 37) 


Duli’s 3 Sponsors 





For Pro Griddery 


DuMont has inked three bank- | 
get llers on coverage of the National 
10 th all League championships to | 
e played either at the end of De- | 
tember or on Jan. 2. Buick has 
ought the second half of the game, | 
tied first half going to Atlantic | 
tg > In 31 northeastern mar- | 
. or ‘nd to Miller Brewing (a 
on or since ’51) in the rest of | 
= éi country, Incidentally, this | 
‘ty be DuMont’s last pro grid | 
game. since lack of sponsor suc- | 
S year has helped veto .an- 
Mn) ason of the same. 
ca ick, via Kudner, ordered a 
ation lineup, with 111 having 
Hing! eared at last report. Mathis- 
wo ink ‘d for the brewery and N. 

od for Atlantic, 


| 





Stockton Helffrich 


who is NBC-IV Ump in Charge of 
Censorial Matters details how he 


Calls "Em as He 


Sees "Em 
* * * 
one of the many byline pieces 
in the upcoming 
49th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
OUT SOON 











Godson-Todman Signs 
Heller; Fates as Veepee | 


Franklin Heller has joined Good- 


Heller 
in an 


producer. will function 
| primarily 


capacity, serving as-supervisor on 


Gil Fates will continue as exec 
director of programs, and effective 
| Jan, 
| Goodson- Todman of “What’s My 
Line” Inc. and “Two for the} 
Money” Inc. 





| creetly 
| everyone 


W OUT OFT 
ae 


Video ’54 may well go down in 


It 


























and comedy-gaited shows couldn't | 
make the grade or stand the gaff, 
with George Gobel the outetaniiien! 
exception to the rule as of this} 
Yule. The CBS camp is overwhelm- | 
ingly in the forefront of properties 
whose props have been and con- 
tinue to be shot from under them. 





and within the last couple of weeks, 
with “on notice” option time due. 
the serious state of the laughland 
situation has come to a head. 


In all the travail, it cannot be 





said that the gallant Columbians | 
are not gentlemen, since they dis- | 
arranged it so that the 
loves” Celeste Holm 


| WC /uld be permitted the unique po- 


| 


past the barrier since. Under this !} 
{arrangement it left the sponsor, 
Bristol-Myers, stranded on the 


| bases, 


| to play out the cycle. It grabbed | 


‘for the benefit of the public rela- 


sition as a perfor mer of cancelling 
out on her show. “Honestly Ce- | 
| leste.” The 9:30 Sunday nighter 
preemed a couple of months ago 
under less than formidable circum- 
; stances, was loudly pounced upon 
by the scribes and has hardly got 


although B-M went along 
with the “cancellation in reverse” 
tions values. 

Interim Fill 


With the “Celeste” stanza vacat- 
ed as of Sunday (5), CBS hurriedly 


OTSA SLOTS FOR BON MOT 








history as the year in which comics | 





went to work on an interim fill 


| off four of the “Authors Playhouse” | 


| vidpix s 


series, shot on the Coast by | 


Gross-Krasne for United Television } 
| Programs but now under the Music | 





| ger” 
son-Todman Productions as an exec | ‘ : 
|to scram his opposite-Berle-Hope- | 
administrative | go 
| position vacated by 


; new Phil 


' 

|“What’s Going On,” “Beat the | 
Ciock” and “The Name’s The 
Same.” . 


1, will become a veepee for | 


Corp. of America banner in latter's | 
UTP buyout. First of the skein will | 
showcase Ethel Waters. 

Another CBS “comedy” invalid 
was put officially out to graze in 
the costly “Life With Father,” mid- 
stream of its second season, its first 
in the 10 p.m. Tuesday spot it had 
inherited from “Danger,” which 
drew the 9:30 berthing. Now “Dan- 
gets reinstated to 10 o’clock 
and Red Skelton finally is caused 


Raye exposure at 8-8:30 to take the | 
“Danger.” 

That resolved, CBS will pit the 
Silvers telepix series, 
“You'll Never Get Rich,” against | 
the Tuesday-at-8 triumvirate — 
ironic in a personal sort of way 
since Silvers and Berle are pals 
in private life (but chances are | 
they'll still exchange pleasantries | 


(Continued on page 30) 








Humorist 


Sam Levenson 
has some interesting closeups on 
Family Portraits 
* * * 


a bright byline piece in the 
forthcoming 


49th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 











ABC Wont Give 


Up on Breakfast 


Video Version 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

In the wake of Philco’s decision 
to pull out, ABC is mulling new 
sales approaches for the tv ver- 
sion of simulcast “Breakfast 
Club.” Despite the fact that the 
Philco bowout, as of Dec. 24, leaves 
but two quarter-hours sponsored 
weekly on the hour crossboarder, 
web execs aren't ready to give up 
on the video portion, and _ still 
have hopes it will duplicate some 
on the lengthy success of the radio 
side. 

ABC would like to be able to 
anchor some blueprinted tv day- 
time projects to the early morn- 
ing “BC” strip and is reluctant 
to give up on the property, al- 
though it’s not paying its way. It’s 
understood the show_ may be 
opened up for participation sell- 


'ing rather than sticking with the 


more rigid time-period offerings. 
Although dropping its Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday tv identity, 
Philco is staying with the AM side. 
Lone tv bankroller is Quaker Oats 
with the Tuesday and Thursday 
counterpoint to the Philco slot. 
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BBD&O to Webs: If Radio's Bigger n 
AS, All of Us, Let Have the Cold Facts’ 
Agency's Tailor-Made ‘Assignments 


¢ The four radio networks were 
put in an unprecedented position 
last week when BBD&O called 
them in to make a joint presentam 
tion on radio to the ad agency’s 
account execs. Few authoritative 
industryites have questioned the 
future of radio generally (with net- 
work radio something else again), 
but BBD&O “limited” the nets to 
pushing a “radio only” cause by 
asking them to avoid raising com- 
petitive angles with each other, 
with national spot or local radio, 
or even with television. 

The agency, in what it considers 
the first move of this kind along 
Madison Ave., called salesmen and 
sales development execs from each 
| of the four radio nets, giving each 
web an “assignment” in an “at- 
tempt to clear away a lot of nebu- 
lous thinking on what is still a 
vital medium so that we may be in 
a better position to discuss the 
matter with our clients should oc- 
casion arise.” BBD&O told CBS to 
show up with a “nose count” 
(Politz) on listenership; NBC to dis- 
cuss radio's use as a basic medium 
and as a supplementary medium 
to tv and print; Mutual to present 
“relevant positions” via the recent 
J. A. Ward survey on where peo- 
ple listen and what they listen to, 
and ABC to give a previously un- 
published report on media impact 
showing the respective impact of 
visual and aural messages. 

BBD&O carefully explained that 
the unusual meeting, held a week 
ago for its account execs, did ; ot 
constitute an endorsement of radio, 
The agency angle, instead, was*that 
since there’s still considerable 
radio coin kicking about, house 
accounts should be supplied with 
the “pros & cons” data in making 
buying decisions. Since there’s 
been considerable talk about other 
agencies coming out strongly 
against radio at intramural meets, 
some of the webs are mulling the 
idea of taking the joint, hourlong 
lecture to other camps besides 
BBD&O. It’s understood another 
agency is aiming to follow up on 
the idea. 


KFO Shoots For 


Co-op on Moons 


First major 





holiday show to be 


| offered on a co-op basis will be the 


“Kukla, Fran & Ollie” version of 
James Thurber’s ‘“‘Many Moons” on 
ABC-TV Christmas Day. It’s also 





| with 


| to take on the one-shot. 


| Gordon 


morning 
| dropped. 


ian 


likely to be the largest single co-op 


| lineup ever offered by a web, with 
1a total of 111 
| ceived notice that it will be avail- 
| able for local sale. 

| 


stations having re- 


Show was first plotted as an of- 
fering for national sponsorship, 
word that if no bankroller 
could be found, the project would 
be d opped. However, KFO’s cur- 
rent cross-the-board show is aired 
on a co-op basis in 36 markets, and 
it was figured that some of show’s 
regular local sponsors might want 
Final fac- 
tor in the decision to co-op it was 
Baking’s decision to pick 


up the holiday special in its three 
markets, New York, Chicago and 
Detroit. 


Hour special is based on Thurber 
children's story about an Indian 
princess who wanted the moon to 
play with. Burr Tillistrom is doing 
the vidaptation. Show, which will 
air on a coast-to-coast basis, is slot- 


| ted at 6 p.m. 





‘3 Steps’ to Heaven 


“Three Steps to Heaven,” NBC 
telesoaper, is being 


Web is figuring on replacing the 


crossboarder with Sheilah 
| Graham's gossipcast out of Holly- 
wood, as a better lead-in to the 
“Home” show, 
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NCAA's Olive Branch’ on Grid Policy; 
Fear of Big 10, Coast Schism Factor 


Chicago, Dec. 7. + 


The tv committee of the National 
Coliegiate Athletic Assn. has left 
the door slightly ajar for some 
changes in its football policy next 
year. While framing a recommen- 
dation for next January’s national 
NCAA convention calling for the 
continuation of national control of 
grideasts, the tele group at its 
meeting here last week let it be 
known that next year’s plan won’t 
necessarily be limited to the single 
“game of the week” program that 
has prevailed the past three sea- 
sons. 

The open-end nature of the com- 
mittee’s resolution, wtih only, the 
principle of national jurisdiction 
spelled out, reflects the conflicting 
crosscurrents wiithin 
over the proper handling of the tv 
“problem.” If the Big 10 and 
Pacific Coast conferences carry 
their avowed regional control am- 
bitions into the national conclave 
in New Vork, the collegiate “trade 
association” would have a real fight 
on its hands. Just after the com- 
mittee meet here, Arch Ward, 
powerful sports editor of the Chi- 
cago Tribune and long a bitter 
foe of the NCAA tv controls, sug- 
gested, in effect, a rump organiza- 
tion be set up. 

Real Villain 


Other sports observers, however, 
argue that since the midwest and 
far west conferences are such king- 
pin leagues within the NCAA 
family, there’s little likelihood the 


parent organization would risk a} 


Big 10 or Coast bolt over the tv 
issue. This school of thought sees 
Notre Dame as the real villain of 
the piece as far as the NCAA is 
concerned. 

While the Big 10 and the Coast 
league have “leaked” some en- 
dorsements of the principle of 
regional control, it’s been Notre 


Dame, from its highest brass on |} 


down, that has been blasting the 
NCAA program on every available 
platform. If video rights were 
thrown up for grabs, it’s considered 
axiomatic that Notre Dame, with its 
national schedules and cross-coun- 
try fandom, would be the No. 1 
school as far as an individual tv 
package is concerned. In short, 
(Continued on page 34) 


Dorseys Climb 
Way Up on Poll 





What seemed like an innocuous, | 


almost postscript mention in a sur- 
vey of program likes and dislikes, 
has boosted Jimmy and Tommy 
Dorsey to the point where several 
sponsors along with telepix syndi- 
cators are interested in the veteran 
batonists. A sampling by Adver- 
test of 1,000 New Yorkers, pub- 
lished last week, showed among 
other values that the freres rated 
No. 3 among program 
sired” that are now off the screens. 
Interesting in the choice is that 
the Dorsey Bros. “Stage Show” was 
a CBS-TV summer replacement for 
Jackie Gleason, under the latter’s 
own packaging. 


Thus it turns out that a brief 


return by the Dorseys will actually | 
function as a “repeat audition” of | 


the show. The musicians-conduc- 
tors will relieve Gleason again, 
this time when the Saturday come- 
dian takes a two-week vacation, 
Jan. 1 and 8. The New Year’s 
show will guestar singer Johnnie 
Ray. 


‘LUCY’ RERUNS TO TAKE 
WINDUP OF ‘OMNI’ SLOT 


Reruns of “I Love Lucy” will be 
a late-season Sunday starter on 
CBS-TV. Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz 
telepix situationer was originally 
earmarked for 4:30 to 5, with a 
late January kickoff. Date has 
been set back to April 17 and the 
Slot also pushed back, to 6 o’clock. 
This would be the Jast half-hour of 





“Omnibus,” whose sixmonth con- 
tract would then be expired. 
Should “Omnibus” return the 


following season via renewal from 
the Ford Foundation, “Lucy” time 
would be shifted, 


‘ 


the NCAA |} 


“most de-| 





V.P. in Charge of Bloopers 


Jo Ranson 


has compiled another 1954 
Anthology of 


TV and Radio Fluffs 
of 1954 


* * ” 


a humorous byline piece in the 
forthcoming 


49th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


| DUE SOON 














NBC Nixes Texas Replay 
Of 5-Year-Old Gridcast 
Despite Bill Stern Okay 


Dallas, Dec. 7. 


Gordon McLendon, prez and gen- | 


eral manager of KLIF, cancelled 
a skedded Saturday (4) rebroadcast 
of the last half of the Notre Dame- 
Southern Methodist U. football 
game, played in the Cotton Bowl 
here Dec. 3, 1949, because of Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co.'s protest. 
Five-year-old thriller, which saw 
Notre Dame come from behind to 
edge SMU, 27-20, was originally 
| play-by-played via NBC by 
Stern when he was that web’s 
sports director. 

KLIF had heavily spot-plugged 
| the revival for a 12:30 p.m. Satur- 
| day (4) airing, preceding the ABC- 
TV telecast of the second local 
| ND-SMU tangle at 2 p.m. in the 
Cotton Bowl. McLendon, in a 11:40 
a.m. KLIF news bulletin, told lis- 
teners that for the skedded replay 
he had an okay from Bill Stern, 
now American Broadcasting Co.’s 
sports announcer, here for the 
NCAA game of the week telecast. 

Transcription was owned, he 
said, by a late sportsman, Connell 
R. Miller, once an exec of the 
Dallas Texans’ pro football team, 
and the rebroadcast was to be ‘a 
dedication and tribute” to Miller, 
who was killed in his sports car 
| here last week. However, McLen- 
| don repeated, ‘“‘NBC has wired us 
| this mornjng, threatening legal ac- 
tion if KLIF goes through with our 
scheduled rebroadcast of an SMU 
football game which aroused so 
much interest, and we must regret- 
| fully cancel the transcribed plty- 
| by-play program. 
| “We never dreamed the Nation- 
al Broadcasting Co, would protest 
| the replay of a five-year-old game, 
; or we would have requested that 
| network’s permission in advance 
| for the broadcast.” McLendon re- 
peated his statements every five 
| minutes, interrupting skedded plat- 
| ter shows until lp.m. 





| 
| 








WPAT Sold to Exec 

The Passaic Daily News has sold 
Paterson (N. J.) radio indie 
+WPAT to a group headed by the 
outlet’s present exéc veep and 
general manager. D. J. Wright. 

A 5,000-watter, WPAT has been 
operating ‘since ‘41. From ’49 
through ‘50. when it folded, the 
Daily News operated WPAT-FM. 


Bill | 


‘Consolidated Checks Out. 
On DuMont ‘Accused’ Hour 


Consolidated Cosmetics has can- 
celled the Thursday ‘“‘They Stand 
Accused” 60-minuter on DuMont. 
The web said, however, that an- 
other pitch to the benkroller to, 
“reconsider” has been made, with | 
an answer expected by tomorrow | 
(Thurs.). | 

Account is handled through 
| Frank Duggan agency, Chi, with | 
show . concluding its first: cycle. | 
Stanza had been on the DuMont | 
lineup a few years ago. 


U. of Minn. Defies 
NCAA on Vidgrid; | 











Frames Own Plan 


Minneapolis, Dec. 7. 
U. of Minnesota’s Board of Re- 
gents, the institution’s governing 
board, has been aroused to action 
in a fight to bring about the tele- 
vising of the school’s’ football 


games. Public clamor against the 
| NCAA plan of restricted tv on 


Saturday college football contests, 
and a widespread demand joined 
by some state legislature members, 
impelled the regents to speak out. 

In a public statement which, in 
effect, contains an apology for 
inability to televise the games, the 
regents announced that they have 
instructed their administrative of- 
ficers to work for controlled re- 
| gional tv of midwest schools’ foot- 
| ball contests, to replace the NCAA 
plan. 

Making clear that they favor con- 
trolled regional tv, the regents at 
|the same time pointed out that | 
j}the U. of Minnesota cannot “go 
| it alone” in defiance of the NCAA, 
which has the power to forbid 
members to play violators of its 
;regulations. The NCAA also can 
| declare athletes in violating 
| Schools ineligible to participate in 
; national sports championships, the 
| statement said. It called attention, 
; too, to the fact that even U. of 
Minnesota efforts to obtain per- 
mission to televise its three home 
soldout games failed. 


Ike Armstrong, Minnesota ath- 
letic director, has taken much 
abuse from state legislators and 
the public because he hasn’t been 
able to effect televising of the 
games. However, several moves 
in the state legislature to force 
| the school to break loose from the 
| NCAA failed. 
| During the past season, U. of 
| Minnesota was fourth in the na- 
| tion in football attendance with a 
| total of 351,966 for its six home 
|games. Three were complete sell- 
outs of more than 65,000 payees 
and the average was 58,661 per 
contest with the entire stadium 
scaled at $3.25 and no reduction 
on season tickets. 


‘PERSON’ DELIVERS KO 
TO GILLETTE FIGHTS 


Trendex gave ‘‘Person to Per- 
son” a clean decision over the Gil- 
lette fights last Friday (3). From 
10:30 p.m. on, when the two stanzas 
were competing, the CBS-TV show 
|grabbed 29.3 while the Frankie 
Riff-Orlando Zulueta match on 
NBC settled for: 11.8. 


The fight cut more deeply into 
the first “P. to P” guest, Bing 
Crosby, than into second, Mary Mar- 
garet McBride, because the pugs 
checked out at 10:52. Bouts start 
at 10 o’clock. 























They say that a tv announcer 
what he’s saying when he tells 


BLTT 


sewing machines. 





$94,000 last week and purchased 
Mass. Deal, set via broker 
purchase from George Taylor 


To prove that “living can be 


| Kaye as v.p. 


Better Living Through Radio 


pitches. Well, there’s one such pitchman who undoubtedly believes 


Better Living Through Television. 
is the firm for wnaich he works. 
tv telephone and mail order house which sells, through Bryar and 
aa crew of other announcers, everything from storm windows to 


No question but that Bryar now takes that BLTT tag literally. 
Together with ex-agency owner Harold Kaye, Bryar plunked down 


Howard E. Stark, 
and 
henceforth devote full time to their indie in Providence, WHIM. 
better 
| is removing the pitchman garb to take over WORC as prexy, with 


has to believe in the product he 


New York audiences that there’s 
Announcer is Bob Bryar, and 
It’s New York’s largest 


radio station WORC in Worcester, 
was an outright 


Robert T. Engels, who will 


through television,” 


Br ar 
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| ‘“‘serialities” . 





From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


John Porter named manager of NBC advertising and promotion with 
Edwin Vane tapped as manager of national sales promotion, Porter's 
erstwhile berth . . . WCBSingers Martha Wright and Lanny Ross to 
appear at Xmas party (Dec. 17) of Sales Execs Club at Waldorf... 
WRCA director Draper Lewis, planed to Dallas to cover Notre Dame- 
Southern Methodist griddery at Cotton Bowl, then off for a three- 
week Florida vacation ... WCBS merchandising chief Howard Lally 
to install officers of Pioneer Foods Merchants group at Statler... 
Julie Andrews, of legit musiclick “Boy Friend,” guest of Bill Leonard’s 
WCBS “This Is N.Y.” tomorrow (Thurs.) . . . Joe Bernstein, ex-Phil 
Alampi staffer, now directing Sydney Smith’s “Byline” on WRCA, with 
ex-stager John Fengler joining production gang of tv sister station .. . 
Erstwhile Life photog-critic (ete.) Gene Cook exhibiting his stills at 
N.Y. Camera Club until Dec. 18 . . . Don Walsh, ex-Steve Hannagan, 
Boston news row and VARIETY, joined Phil Dean’s p.r. office . . . Caro- 
lire Burke, NBC producer, principal speaker at Orange (N.J.) Women’s 
Club Thursday (10) to discuss differences in daytime radio and tv 
. . CBS v.p. Merle S. Jones, is chairman of radio-tv divi- 
sion of N.Y. Visiting Nurse Service. 

Allen Dulles, CIA chief. to guest on WMCA’s “The Challenge” tonight 
(Wed.) .. . Bob Leder on two-week jaunt to Bermuda, first respite 
since joining WINS early in year ... First concert at UN in behalf 
of Human Rights Day will be aired via WQXR Sunday (12). It'll be 
the Boston Symph with Charles Munch batoning and soprano Irmgard 
Seefried soloing ... Latest “Best Radio Salesmen of the Month,” via 
BAB, are Jack deMello, KROW, Oakland; Joe Winkler, WCAU, Philly, 
and Tom E. Beal, KLWN, Lawrence, Kan. . .. Daitch Dairy Stores 
riding WAAT, Newark, with 10 one-minute spots per week ... Mike 
Ellis to preem in one-a-weeker, “Along the Ski Trails” on WINS to- 
morrow (Thurs.) at 10:30 p.m. ...WMGM pitching for Xmas gifts for 
hospitalized servicemen and vets ... Harry Green, attorney for sus- 
pended and reinstated Fort Monmouth scientists, discussed anti-Semi- 
tism charges Sunday (5) on WLIB’s “For the Record” stanza. 


Bill Strosahl, v.p. and art director at William Esty agency, having 
an exhibition of his watercolors Dec. 8-20 at Grand Central Art Gal- 
leries . . . Burry Biscuit Corp. to co-participate in the Tex & Jinx 
afternoon crossboard, ‘New York Close-Up” on WRCA for 13 weeks 
starting Jan. 6. 

Melody Miller feted the entire cast of “Helen Trent at the Hotel 
Trent” at the Hotel Delmonico Friday (3)... Grace Valentine, Alfred 
Shirley, James Meighan and Irene Hubbard added to the “Our Gal 
Sunday” cast ... Jim Boles new to “Stella Dallas.” 


Milton Allison, CBS Radio spot sales eastern boss and account exec 
Warren Jennings to Coast for a week of powwows ... Into WMGM’s 
““American-Jewish Caravan of Stars’? on Sunday (19), Harry Hershfield 

. Jose Ferrer into spouse Rosemary Clooney’s CBSer tomorrow 
(Thurs.) .. . Elizabeth Robinson to WQXR as merchandising factotum 
.. . 88er Teddy Wilson into regular Saturday showcase via CBS... 
Jack Curtis and Glenn Riggs into “ABC Weekend News” for A. C, 
Gilbert toys ... WMGM fetes Dr. Jonah B. Wise’s 50 years as a clergy- 
man with a special stanza on Friday (17) . .. Sherril Taylor, CBS spot 
sales promotion manager, back after week on Coast. 

Beverly Chase, talent broker, taking a fortnight holiday in Florida 
... Eleanor Frank of Dan Edelman office, handling publicity for Henry 
C. Brown . . . Steve Carlin, who becomes executive producer-in-chief 
Jan. 1 for Lou Cowan, Inc., broke into broadcasting originally at WMCA, 
where he worked for Walter Craig, then the program director. Later 
Carlin was script editor for the NBC Thesaurus division, before the 
heyday of transcriptions. 

George Q. Lewis, whe was talent coordinator for telethons for United 
Cerebral Palsy the past two years, leaves that organization Friday (10) 
to concentrate on radio-tv in the fund-raising field on a freelance basis 
... John LaFarge has resigned from Grey Advertising as copy group 
head to join Ruthrauff & Ryan in the same capacity ... Beverly N. 
Hoffer has just been appointed director of station relations at WPAW, 
Pawtucket, R. I. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Newell Schwin, who as exec assistant to Chi CBS veep H. Leslie 
Atlass did mu¢h of the groundwork in preparing the web's case in the 
battle with Zenith Radio over Chi’s Channel 2, shifted to New York, 
where he’s now manager of CBS Radio Spot Sales development arm 
. . . George Heinemann, program manager of NBC’s WNBQ-WM409, 
vacationing in Arizona .. . Bob Byars checked out of his assistan’ ad 
manager post at Standard Oil to join D’Arcy Advertising, which iieza- 
dles Standard’s billings. Clare R. Wolf moved into the homeoffice 
berth ... WGN chief Frank Schreiber popped for a “farewell” lunch 
last week for Dave Parsons, the station’s lawyer, whose switching from 
bachleorhood to matrimony ... WBBM gabber Paul Gibson, off on a 
three-week European junket, with Lee Adams coming in from the 
Coast to pinchhit ... With tv banned this year for attendance reasons 
from the Mayor’s annual Bowl game pitting the city’s top Catholic 
and public highschool football teams, WIND aired the game Saturday 
(4) as a pubservice for the Park District’s youth programs and Arthritic 
Foundation. Robert Elston called the plays . .. Needham, Louis & 
Brorby radio-tv director Jim Cominos and assistant Scotty Keck in 
New York last week on agency biz... WJJD deejay Stan Dale, invited 
back into the Army via the draft route ... Everett Mitchell, 59-year-old 
Chi NBC farm commentator, passing out stogies on the arrival of a 
son, 


(N SAN FRANCISCO... 


Bay Area educational tv station KQED began live programming 
Dec. 2 with a kiddie program, “Buckskin Bob”. . . KGO-TV screening 
California and Stanford home basketball games with Tidewater Asso- 
ciated Oil picking up the tab... KROW’s lineup of disk jockies, Bruce 
Sedley, Bob Holly, Pat Henry, Al Levitt and Russ Coglin, pitching 
their audiences for mail for Sammy Davis Jr. to cheer him over his 
recent accident ... KGO FM outlet began fulltime broadcasting of the 
regular KGO AM signal Dec. 1 . .. Don Sherwood’s KSFO show origi- 
nating from Mannings Market St. coffee shop from 4-6 p.m., starting 
Dec. 6 . . . KSAN-TV, UHFer, reports 10% penetration of homes in 
the Northern California area with a total of 125,000 UHF sets... 
John O'Rourke Advertising, Inc., has opened a film department under 
the direction of Cornelia Hanel, 


IN MINNEAPOLIS ... 


Eighteen-hour cerebral palsy telethon, staged jointly by WTCN-TV 
and WMIN-TYV, netted $121,000. Imported performers included Pat 
O’Brien, Constance Bennett, Helen O’Connell, Johnny Desmond, Sam 
Cowling, Fred Kelly, Steve Kovacs and Don Mayer .. . Dick Nesbitt, 
former college and professional football star, quitting WJJD, Chicago, 
to come here as KSTP tv and radio sports director. He succeeds Jack 
Horner, who resigned to take a similar post with KEYD-TV here... 
WCCO here and WNAX, Yankton, S.D., received awards from National 
Safety Council for their services in furthering farm safety. WCCO was 
singled out for conducting a 4-H club safe highway contest and WNAX 
(Continued on page 40) 
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TV’S ‘SCHIZOPHRENIC’ SHOWS 


% “Sequential Color’ Goes to ‘War 


CBS “private” sequential color tv system was used last Saturday 
(4) at an Army proving ground at Fort Huachuca, Ariz., as a mili- 
tary weapon. Involving a CBS camera, which preceded the com- 
patible color setup now used commercially, it was used for observ- 
ing a mock enemy force in action and how it was cut down by 
some of the Army’s most advanced weapons. 

At Huachuca, headquarters for the new Army electronic proving 
ground, the sequential camera got its first important tryout. 
Advancing troops in the simulated raid on the fort, artillery ex- 
plosions plus other battle details going on as much as 15 miles 
away were visible to observers before 10-inch tint monitors. 

Incidentally, there was a four-by-six-foot color set used along- 
side the smaller receivers. However, it’s still an Army hush-hush 
development. 

The military side-by-sided black-and-white and tint sets for the 
sake of comparison. Subsequently, during warfare scenes, Army 
officers indicated the effectiveness of multichrome in relation to 
black-white. In color, observers, it was said, could see in great 
detail—even on 10-inch sets—a flowing stream 15 miles off and 
an enemy signal man in a tree, who, recognized by the color of 
his uniform, was “gunned down.” 

There was a secret demonstration on the Thursday before the 
Saturday showing, but it was for military brass. Several electronic 
devices were withdrawn from a repeat Saturday performance for 
security reasons. 

The CBS sequential color camera is only one of the Army’s 
new communications and reconnaissance machines. Last summer, 
the military threw a demonstration for the press and others at 
Fort Meade, Md., at which RCA’s portable vidicon camera was 
used. 


Code Board Wants Sayso Over Old Pix; 
Warns Trade on TV Kidshow Cleanup 


Washington, Dec. 7. + 

Television stations were advised 
last week to watch their step more 
closely on the type of filmed fare 
offered during the viewing hours 
of children, with particular empha- 
sis on the western, mystery and ad- 
venture categories. Some of these 
pictures are violating the Televi- 
sion Code even though approved 
by review boards for theatrical 
showings, said the Televison Code 











Vet Chi AM-TV Scripter 


Alan M. Fishburn 


waxes whimsical 


More Stars in Heaven 
—Let’s Do a ‘Spec’ 


* * * 


Review Board of the National As- 
sociation of Radio & Television 
Broadcasters. 

The Code Board said it will rec-- 
ommend to the NARTB Television 
Board, which meets in January, 
that affiliation under the TV Code 
be extended “to others allied with 
the television industry whose prod- 





uct comprises now a large share of | 


Hot Pace On TY 


the programming viewed in the 
American home.” Idea of this 
would be to bring under the Code 
those who supply old motion pic- 
tures for video. 

The Code Board indirectly ad- 
mitted the age of much of the film 
shown on television by announcing 
that it “has notified all Code sub- 
scribers that special attention 
should be given to clearance be- 
fore acceptance of all film produc- 
tions manufactured before the first 
television station went on the air.” 

The Code Review Board met in 
Washington last Wednesday (1) 
and Thursday and, at the request 
of the Senate Subcommittee on 
Juvenile Delinquency, reviewed 
five films which had been shown 
on the four Washington video sta- 


(Continued on page 34) 


Post-Haste Staff 
On ‘Space’ Return 


Rockhill Productions had to col- 
lect a staff from the “four corners” 
of the industry when the revival 
of “Tom Corbegt, Space Cadet” 
(NBC-TV, Saturdays) was assured. 
Ralph Ward is leaving ABC-TV to 
direct the show. Dr. Willy Ley, 
who recently contracted with Walt 
Disney, will plane east at least 
ence every three weeks to handle 
the casing’s science angles. Muriel 
Maron ankles the Imogene Coca 
Show to rejoin Rockhill as assistant 
Producer. And Albert Aley has 
Siven up video scripting assign- 
ments to replace as producer the 
Only man who couldn’t return, Al- 
a Ducovny (now with D'Arcy 

sency), : 

On the acting side, Frankie 
Guts: Al Markim and Jack 
tims Will be back, with the only 
un ‘Ping exception being Jan Mer- 

n Who’s now doing the vidfilmed 


Loretta Young stanza from the 
Oast, 





past. “Cadet” will go to 67 
NEC affils, 42 being five ”. 


a bright byline piece in the 
upcoming 


49th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 














Set Production 
But Color Lags 


Washington, Dec. 7. 

Television set production is mov- 
ing at a very high rate, with UHF 
tuners in approximately 20% of the 
output. However, the manufacture 
of color sets remains picayune. 

During the first 10 months of 
1954, tv set production hit 5,654,- 
791, compared with 6,204,803 for 
the same period of 1953. But in the 
four-week October reporting pe- 
riod, the output was 921,476, which 
was almost 250,000 better than 
October, 1953, and was an alltime 
high for a four-week reporting 
month. Highest set production was 
reported in September, 1953. It 
was 947,796, but this was a five- 
week reporting month. 

For the first 10 months of 1954, 
sets with UHF tuners reached a 
peak of 1,085,742. In the same 10 
months, according to the Radio- 
Electronics-Television Manufactur- 
ers Assn., only 17,445 color receiv- 
ers were produced and there is no 
acceleration of the rate of pro- 
duction. 


Omaha’s 2d All-Niter 


Omaha, Dec. 7. 
Radio outlet WOW here Sunday 
(5) began all-night operations, fol- 
lowing the pattern set by -KFAB 
two years ago. KFAB this fall 
switched from cowboy tunes to 
hour tape-recorded sessions by 
four d.j.’s and found plenty of 

sponsors. a. 
WOW broadcasts from midnight 
to 5:30 a.m. Sunday through Fri- 
day will originate from new stu- 
dios at the transmitter site, man- 
ager Frank Fogarty announced. 
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DOUBLE LIFE’ OF 
BO, UO-MINUTERS 








Television’s major hour and haur- 


and-a-half nighttime shows are 
leading a double life as far as their 
ratings are concerned. But the dual 
personality kick is often in the best 
interests of ‘free choice’) video. 

A breakdown in 30-minute seg- 
ments for the period Nov. 7-12, for | 
instance (via reports of the Ameri- | 
can Research Bureau), shows sub- | 
stantial viewer gaps between the 
first and second halves (more in 
the case of some 90-minute pro- 
grams, notably the ABC and Du- |! 
Mont boxing bouts). But of the 18) 
full-hour showcases of widely vari- | 
egated formats, 11 of them go into | 
a rise on the rating scoreboard | 
after the midway point, with seven 
declining in varying degrees and | 
for tradition reasons. Of the four 
90-minute stanzas during the meas- 
ured span (two of them the out- 
size fisticuff operas), a pair of them 
dipped in the second cluster of 30 
fftinutes and all went down the 
scale in the third half, with the 
prize fights at the peak in the mid- 
dle of the fray. 

In general, the half-hour live and 
vidpix programs are faring well 
against the “extended play” opera- 
tions, but it isn’t necessarily the 





| qualitative level that produces the 
/nod in favor of the “quickies” as 
| set against the respective budgets. 


What happens fairly regularly is 








Sudden FCC Stay on Tex., Fla. Permits 
Seen Stirring Up Political Rumpus 


Washington, Dec. 7. 

In a surprise action which has 
Washington trying to figure the po- 
litical implications, the Federal 
Communications Commission last 
week ordered a stay and new oral 
arguments on two television con- 
struction permits _ previously 
granted. 

The order halted the Aug. 6 
grant of Channel 6, in Beaumont, 
Tex., to the Beaumont Broadcast- 
ing Co., and the Sept. 3 grant of 
Channel 13 in Tampa, Fla., to 
Tampa Television Co. 

There is considerable belief here 

of that, no matter what decisions oe 
sult from the new hearings, the 
ARI Y cases will be appealed through the 
7 Federal courts, and that the Senate 
DUE SOON Interstate Commerce Committee 
may look into the situation. 

The vote for stay and rehearing 
is understood to have been forced 
ee ree- or- i by George C. McConnaughey, new 
FCC chairman, whose confirmation 
was held at the recent special ses- 

TV ‘Satellites’ 

On TV ‘Satellites 
iin the new 84th Congress, it is 
* | expected that he will be quizzed on 

if out a ome | these cases. 

. | The stay order handed down last 
| Friday followed a heated executive 
‘ session of the FCC and 4 4-3 spliv 
The Federal Communications | on the decision, with Commission- 
Commission is expected {0 an- ers Edward M. Webster, Frieda 
nounce a decision soon that will|Hennock and Robert T. Bartley 





Hollywood Scripter 
Sol Saks 
details why 
You Got to Have 
Warmth 
* * * 
another bright byline piece in the 
49th Anniversary Number 














sion of the Senate. When the Sen- 
ate Commerce Commitiee takes up 
|; his appointment once more, early 


Washington, Dec. 7. 


“rie ; Saat throw open all unclaimed video | strongly dissenting. 
gga ama that peng ag and | channels for use as Satellite sta-| Principal points which the two 
; le: ~~ | tions. Object, informed sources | cases have in common is that the 


same slot, viewers apparently go | 
reasonably well for the 30-minute | 


| Shows and then switch to the last | 
| half of the full-hour berthings to} 
| get a 50° deal out of it, anyway. | 
| (Of course, multitudes black out on . wari : 
the half-hour programs before the | they are UHF or VHF, commercial 


| say, is solely to open all markets 


| FCC overrode the recommenda- 
to television as quickly as possible. tions of the hearing examiners in 

Move would create a “grab bag”,| both, and refused grants which 
status for several hundred unused | Would have had the strongest con- 
tv channels, regardless of whether | centration of informational power. 


} 


| finish, 





not to mention those pre . . 
vice-versa the deal by scramming | that large existing stations will be 
the full-lengthers shortly after | iN position to own several satellites 


| they've tuned in, so that there’s a|0Ver a wide area—simply in order 


“continuous performance” as far as | t° facilitate broad video saturation 
turnouts are concerned.) |} and as quickly as possible. Already 
Fixed Habit | some observers feel that by allow- 
: ; ° | ing existing tv operatowrs to “gobble 
Fixed habits seem to be the unused channels a monopo- 
gauge in several respects. The 90-| listic situation will be created 
minute “Omnibus” cuts across| whereby the “little guy” with 
“Meet the Press” at 6 o'clock, and | ‘ 


: 7 a and | aspirations to be an owner is 
when there's a “big name” politico | jocked out. Any such FCC action, 


up” 


billed on the latter, the Lawrence they say, will encourage several 
Spivak property gets a respectable | small “networks” fed by a key | 
rating with very little help from | station. 


the preceding show on the web 
General Electric’s “new format” 
Sunday series has been giving “TV 
Playhouse” quite a _ tussle, with 
presumed inheritance from ‘Toast 
of the Town,” of course, but with 
GE followed by “Honestly Celeste” 
(now dropped after failing to get 
off the ground since its premiere 
a few weeks ago), “Playhouse” ap- 
pears to be going better during its 
final fling to the 10 o'clock mark. 
(The quality of competition now de- 
pends on what replaces ‘“Celeste.”) 

Probably the biggest irritant fac- | of 
tor for tv’s “drama lovers” is the 
half-hour overlap of ‘Robert Mont- 
gomery Presents” with ‘Studio | 
One.” The latter climbs a bit at} 
10:30, when Montgomery leaves the 
arena. (There's a canard in the trade 
that the customers always come in 
in the middle of the “Studio pic- 
ture). In another overlap of more 


was set in part two weeks ago 
when WTRE-TV, a VHF’er in 
Lufkin, Tex., and 124 miles from 
Houston, was given FCC permis- 
sion to become a sateilite for 
established KPRC-TV in the latter 
market. The action was a surprise 
to many since the only previous 
indication by the Commission was 
that UHF channels only might be 
permitted to act as satellites for 
existing V’s, yet the first step was 


this decision, Comr. 
Hennock made a strong dissent. 





Pennsy’s 1,000,000-W atter 
WBRE-TV, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., on 
Friday (10) dedicates the nation’s 
first 1,000,000-watt tv transmitter, 
with RCA’s. Gen. David. Sarnoff 
skedded to do the honors. 





recent launching, “Disneyland” has; A UHF. station, WBRE-TV is 
been showing its heels ‘to Arthur | owned and operated by Louis G. 
(Continued on page 36) Baltimore. 
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Fingers in the Pie 


More than one eyebrow—including the hirsute adornment of 
many a commercially-minded Madison Ave., N.Y., practitioner 
with, however, a sense of the fitness of things—was raised last 
week when the name of Mrs. Earl Warren was linked to a spon- 
sored radio-tv program. The wife of the Chief Justice of the 
United States (along with Arthur Godfrey) was drawn into the 
act via her participation in presenting the top prizes to winners 
of Pillsbury’s Grand National Baking Contest. Bake-off Awards 
luncheon at the Waldorf-Astoria, N.Y., is skedded for “Art Link- 
letter’s House Party” next Tuesday (14) on CBS-TV at 2:30 to 
3 p.m. (CBS Radio, 3:15 to 3:45). 

On an even less “sensitive” front last week, N.Y. Timesman 
Jack Gould, in a review of Goodsorf & Todman’s latest quiz, “‘What’s 
Going On?” on ABC-TV, said that ‘authorities at West Point could 
profitably exercise closer supervision over the stunt in which cadets 
are permitted to participate. The kissing sequence was a tasteless 
affair and hardly one to come from the grounds of the U.S, Military 
Academy.” 








Precedent for this satellite move | 


to give a V to a V. At the time} 
Frieda } 
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who | OF educational. Assumption also is | 
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In Beaumont, the three appli- 
cants were The Enterprise Co., 
| publisher of the Beaumont News- 
|papers; Beaumont’ Broadcasting 
Corp., which also operates radio-tv 
Stations at Wichita Falls, 365 miles 

(Continued on page 34) 





NBC-TV Brings 


Home 9006 Tuna 


NBC -TV’s “Today” - “Home” - 
“Tonight” threesome of oversized 
participation skeins has made its 
biggest money coup to date, with 
Star-Kist Tuna plunking down a 
gross of $900,000 for a longtermer 
to be ushered in during the first 
week in January. 

Not only is it the No. 1 sale so 
far for the “T-H-T” festoon, but 
it’s interesting to note that the 
California fishery outfit formerly 
pitched on Arthur Godfrey’s CBS- 
TV show opposite “Home.” 

“Home” is currently 78% sold, 
with fourth quarter headed for 
$1,900,000 in time and program 
billings. Total 1954 billings fo 
the show (it started in March) wil 
go over the $3,200,000 mark, with 
like amount incepting the new 
year. : 


‘Merry Widow’ Tinter, 
Stars for Xmas ‘Omni’ 


“Omnibus” will tint up Franz 
Léhar’s “The Merry Widow” as a 
90-ninute holiday-week offering 
on the CBS-TV Dec. 26 segment. 
Colorcast will have Patrice Munsel 
in the title role, with Eugene 
Ormandy, Philadelphia Orchestra 
maestro, comducting the perform- 
ance. 

Operetta will be staged by actor 
Cyrif Ritchard, who directed 
“Barber of Seville” for Metopera 
last season and who appeared on 
“Omnibus” a couple of weeks ago 
in “Virtuous Island.” In support 
as Prince Danilo will be Theodor 
Uppman, and a cast of 30 perform- 
ers including separate dancing and 
Singing choruses will be used. As 
an offbeat color experiment, each 
of the three sets used will be 
painted in one of the three primary 
colors. Alistair Cooke, of course, 
will be on hand as narrator. 
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and 137,834 of 
them take quill in hand 


It took TONIGHT to round night-owls up in a handy, 
populous pack to give advertisers something to hoot about. 
Here’s a recent, example of TONIGHT’s influence on the 


nocturnal set: 


FRIDAY, NOV. 19. At 10 minutes past midnight (EST) 
Steve Allen delivers a single minute commercial for 
Broil-quik. Fellow night-owls, he states, are invited to send 
post cards with name and address, to get in on drawing 

for five free Broil-quik Super Chef Rotisseries. This 

offer is never thereafter repeated. 

MONDAY, NOV. 22. NBC inundated by 37,000 post cards! 
Flood signals raised. 

TUESDAY, NOV. 23. Cards up to 64,000! Mail-counting : 
reserves rushed in. 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 24. Cards up to 98,000! No end in 
sight. Head of mail-room given hourly first aid. 
THURSDAY, NOV. 258. National Holiday. Time out. 
FRIDAY, NOV. 26. Cards up to a torrential 123,146! 
MONDAY, NOV. 29. 135,907! Effects of the single minute 
commercial, delivered ten days ago at 10 minutes past 
midnight (EST), still being felt in flood-tide fashion. 
Broil-quik very pleased. Hicks and Greist ad agency very 
pleased. Steve Allen ecstatic—in his owlish way. 

(Late bulletin: By Wednesday, December 1, post card 
count still rising—up to.137,834!) 


The late-night audience is big, with a heavy 
concentration of adult male viewers. It’s also responsive 
and profitable—when your sales*message is carried 

on TONIGHT. At Class C rates, too. Ask your 

NBC representative for details. 


television 


a service of () 
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Leave It to Geo. (Gobel); 
‘Old’ Julius Tannen Looks 
Like ‘Comedy Find of ’54’ 


Julius Tannen certainly proved 
that old pros never die with his 
socko stint on George Gobel’s Sat- 
NBC-TVer. The vet vaude- 
monologist turned in as au- 
a stint as anybody 


urday 
ville 
thoritative 


He played his bit to the hilt, 
there was an electric 


want. 
and 


die something about that perform-| 
ance which not only the intra-trade | 


show-wise bunch got, but others 
must gt also. 

This was a aay salute from 
perhaps tie newest tv star in the 


idem to a yesteryear vaude- 


vid eo dig 
ville great, and Tannen, long in re- 
tirement—and it would be no di-| 


vulgence of any 
also in need of 
like Uncle Sam 
He was biting, 


delivers the 
electric and com- 
manding in his stint as the testy 
interior decorator who, with facile 
change of pace, waxed Brooklynese | 
and admitted that for 40 bucks he; 
could also do a good facelift job | 
on the Gobel manse. And that 
signoff was another star in the long 
and sentimental journey of any- 
body who has been touched by 
Miner’s Makeup No. 2 or a Max Fac- 
tor pancake—it was Tannen’s in- 
cisive thank-you from a once-great 
oldster to a great newcomer—sin- 
cere, warm, grateful. Gobel knew 
he was the winner on that deal. 
The Brown Derby huckster belt un- 
doubte dly will all of a sudden ‘‘dis- 
cover” Tannen as a line-reader and 
eharacter player of rare skill—and 
should. Pronto. Tannen has been 
permitted to hibernate in the sun, 
unsung and unrecognized, too long. 
Abel. 





BREADTIME STORIES 
With Bud Mason 
Director: Hal Grene 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:15 p.m. 
FREIHOFER BAKING CO 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
(Goldman & Walter) 
Simply-planned, shrewdly-mer- 
chandised program for four to 
seven-year viewers rolls along in 
its fifth or sixth year of continuous 
presentation, with little change in 
format but with a new artist-nar- 
rator in Bud Mason. He draws 
(some of it pre-blocked) and yarns 
the adventures of Freddie Frei- 
hofer and other characters in the 
animal-human fantasy world that 
always delights small children 
Well-dressed groups of the lat- 
ter, wearing baker’s hats, sit on 
studio bleachers as Mason unfolds 


the thin story line. Four of them 
walk or are lifted to the drawing 
board (alongside reproduction of 


sponsor’s truck) for a “squiggle,” 
from which Mason rather skillfully 
draws figures. A “spelling” test 
provides leadin to a plug for the 
next day’s product special. Cookies 
and cakes are distributed, before 
youngsters celebrating birthdays 
lineup back of their two tiers. 
Cameras shift from Mason to the 
kids, occasionally remaining a bit 
too long on the latter. 
Bespectacled, with a crewcut and 
a pullover sweater covering an 
open-neck = shirt, the youthful 
Mason does the narration and 
pieling competently. Now and then 
. presses too hard in eagerness 


to hold the tots’ attention. All- 
pervasive nature of advertising, 

visual and vocal (including a fore- | 
and-aft singing commercial) is in- 
escapable, Whether little folks 
should be so sirongly integrated 
may be open to debate. Program 
is spotted between Dave Cameron’ 


"Friendly Fireman” (local) and 
‘Howdy Doody” (network). Jaco. 


Rumors Fly On KRON-TV 


7 Vj : 
Status in Weaver Visit 
San Franc Dec. 7. 
Speculation concerning the fu- 
ture of NBC’s tv outlet here, 
KRON-TV, owned by the San Fran- 
tisco Chronicle, broke out anew 
following the appearance here last 
week of Sylvester (Pat) Weaver, 
NBC president. Weaver told news- 
men that NBC was considering 
every possibility in the local situa- 
tion, just as in other areas where 
there’s a possible NBC switch up- 
coming 
Possible moves mentioned 
Weaver (and continuance of 
—— NBC-KRON-TV 
s one of them) include 
of KRON-TV, an NBC UHF appli- 
cation, affiliation or purchase of 
KOVR, Stockton station beaming a 
good picture into the Frisco area. 


isco, 


by 
the 
affiliation 


in | 
The Lambs or the Masquers would | 


do-or- | 


great state secret, | 
work—delivered | 
mail. | 


purchase | 





Jackie Gleason took a sabbatical 
from comedy on Monday’s (6) edi- 
tion of “Studio One” on CBS-TV 


character in a meller, “Short Cut,” 
a thinly disguised story of a Phenix 
City (Ala.) setup. The 
| proved that he can be equally 
{home in serious roles. He’s got a 
competent and authoritative siyle 
that’s more than a surface charac- 
terization. 

True, his rote 
was reminiscent 
|essays almost weekly 
Honeymooners.” He gave an excel- 
lent demonstration chat the line 
between comedy and drama can 
be exceedingly narrow. Wheeler 
| might have bee Ralph Cramden. 
might have been a Ralph Cran 
| But a ruthless, driving and con- 
suming ambition removed him 
from the category of a nice, 
less guy. Gleason’s Wheeler 
man who will do anything, 


Wheeler 
style he 
in “The 


of Sam 
of the 


VaS a 
and 
political ends. He was “‘strongman” 
and venal_ town. 
achieved the first step with his 
election as state senator who is 
assigned the job of cleaning up| 


corrupt 


but significant sequence in which 
he tried the governor’s chair for 


gravy train, led to his assassination. 
Priscilla Gillette, who majors in 
longhair singiny, did well as the 


McCarthy, 
Ames 


Gleason, while Lin 
Larry Gates and Florenz 
Loffered strong support in other 
roles. Musieal backgroufid, with 
Bobby Hackett providing a trumpet 
solo, imaginative but 
sets and other production accoutre- 
ments came off well. 

Originally, this Carey Wilbur 
story was titled ‘Peacock City,” 
but it seemed too close to 
Phenix label and thus the work 
was retitled. This was Gleason’s 
second try on ‘‘Studio One,” 


effort being in comedy vein, “The 
Laughmeker.” Considering that | 


Gleason has been pretty well occu- 
pied between his own Saturday 
night show, and having wound up 
a grueling two weeks at the Para- 
mount Theatre, N.Y., where he was 
doing as many as six shows daily, 
Gleason did quite a job of under- 
standing his character and mem- 
orizing the role. Jose. 


“Toast of the 
example 
why Ed 


Last Sunday’s (5) 
Town” was as good an 
as any in the series of 
Sullivan and coproducer Marlo 
Lewis copped a Sylvania Award 
last week for the “best in variety” 
category. It was a routine “Toast,” 
in the sense that 
lar studio origination without any 
of the remote or special events 
trappings, but it comprised an hour 
of solid entertainment values that 
typify the longrunner. 

Hard to pick out a headliner, 
but Eartha Kitt was back, fresh 
from her straight-acting ‘Mrs. 
Patterson” triumph; Kirk Douglas, 
in from the Coast, displayed a new 
facet via a musical production 
number; the Ames Bros. showed 
that knack for comedy that broad- 
jens their acceptance considerably; 
and Carol Haney turned in.a num- 
ber that legitimatizes the mambo. 
Jackie Miles, though staying with 
familiar material, can’t be dis- 
missed lightly, and the ‘‘Toast” 
rush-’em-through closer, in_ this 
case the Wassan troupe, provided 
as spectacular an acrotumbling rou- 
tine as has been seen on the show 
in some time. 





Backing all this up were the 
usual Sullivan “take-a-bow” fea- 
tures, with Mitzi Gaynor serving 


as the peg for a clip of 20th’s up- 
|coming “No Business Like Show 
ness,” Sullivan introing 


| Busi 
teenage winner of the International 


Livestock prize, complete with the 
|winning steer and family, plus a 
plug for the two winning 


| house 
| teams (both drove Lincolns) in the 
Mexican-Pan American Road Race. 
|‘“Show Biz” clip was a poor se- 
lection, a long shot of the finale 
of the pic that crowded the screen 
so that little of it could be 
|} out. Along with this was something 
of a faux pas by Sullivan, who 
said that the pic would bust all 
'b.o. records just a few minutes 
after having introed Douglas with 
a plug for ‘20,000 Leagues Under 
the Sea” (Sullivan partly atoned 
by later correcting himself 
saying b.o. records for a 

Miss Kitt shone with “Please, 
Jacques,” a good ballad, and her 
‘new Victor release, “I Want You 


musical), 


make any alliance to achieve his | 


other | dosage of French accent added an- 


POOF POOO ~~ $F FFF FF 4564456464644 4644 64 
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Around,” a rhythm number adorn- 


|ed with some of here looselimbed | 


with his depiction of the central | 


strutting - and - stretching. Ames 


| Bros., a ter opening with “Naughty 
Lady om Shady Lane,” went 
into a highly amusing routine of 


at 


; specola lineup. 


harm- | 


cast in a minor political role in a} 
He | 


of the old, old silents circa 1917; 


the town. One item signifying that | 
he means to go higher was a brief | wiser man today after an abortive 


size. However, support from ele- 
ments of the ‘outs’ seeking to | 
reinstate their hooks into the) 


backstreet fiancee and secretary of | 


utilitarian | ° 


cient 


jadd a 


impressions of top pop singers with 


conte | both good vocal carbons and effec- 


tive slapstick. Douglas. singing 
“Whale of a Tale,’ which he does 
in ‘20,000 Leagues,” more than | 
compensated for vocal deficiencies 
with some high-voltage vitality 
that made the production number 
something special. Miss Haney’s 
mamboing (with an excellent un- 
billed male) cembined topflight 
execution with an _ imaginative 
choreographic approach. Miles’ 
stint about films (in dialect) is 
still a big laugh-getter. And the 
Wassan’s tumbling made a fast- 
and-flashy closer against NBC’s 
Chan. 





ng Television’ Theatre” would 
have been wiser to lay off the 
Pecaies name-dropping and the an- 
“Camille” which has served 
as the distaff cough-a-thon Hamlet 
for numerous Hollywood emoters 


hotshot talker (Gable & 
|Garbo) 20 years after that. The 
Wednesday (1) NBC’er should be a 


try in which the chance to give the 
vintage vehicle even more creaki- 
ness than it deserved was turned 
into a sureshot at the hands of 
a drama series that is never less 
certain than when it climbs aboard 
“classics.” This, with the next 
day’s ‘Kitty Foyle’ on ABC-TV, 
was supposed to represent an 
upped pre-Yule budget in the 
cheese outfit’s one-two punch (or 
“1-2,” if the December dates ap- 
ply to the reference). 

Additionally, ‘Camille’ was 
skedded as a kind of showcase for 


| Jacques Bergerac in the Duval 
| role, with Signe Hasso in the 
famed “name” part. Under the 


| dispirited production with its ten- 


| 
| 


| vent’. iyrt? 
Sse | twent’-thirt 


tent-rep-tab approach 


(though okay mountings), neither 


|one of the stars could get going | 


against the script; and the over- 
| Other assault on the enjoyment po- 
| tential. 

“Kitty Foyle,’ Christopher Mor- 
ley’s bestseller novel of 15 years, 


| didn’t fare too well in its video} 


dress. It emerged as an indiffer- 
ent, episodic exposure and al- 
ogether too telegraphic in_ its 


punches even to those unfamiliar 


| With the book (with word from one 


| reader 


that 
taken with 

because of 
Nevertheless, 


many liberties we 
the text, but perhaps 
the limited time). 
Cloris Leachman 


|found this a serviceable piece for 


| Ed 


her playing of the title role, 


Begley outstanding as her 


| father and George Roy Hill squar- | 


it was the regu- | ) 1 
|mantically mixed up the 


| ner 


| lic wished neither 
been the other way in quife a few | 


the | 


| 
| 


made | 


and | 


ing the interpret ation of the “old| 
school tie” Philly Main Liner ro- 
white 


collar gal. Trau. 





Ed Murrow has had pros before 
on “Person to Person” but more 
than one froze up like a Frigidaire 
in an igloo when it came to 
humanizing themselves in their 


quarter-hour voluntary exposes of | 


their pseudo-private lives. Some 
erred the other way, being so gay- 
ly abandoned as to dissipate the 
intime values. that ‘‘P-to-P” sug- 
gests. But Murrow hit the jack- 
pot this past Friday night (3), over 
CBS-TV, with “Bing Crosby and 
Mary Margaret McBride in a man- 
that should average him out 
well for 
as the “right” 
goes. 

The best answer is that the pub- 
ended. It has 


standard of values 


other instances when comedians or | 
other show biz personalities ‘‘re- 
laxing at home” were anything 
but. Along with it, they bored 
their dialer-inners. 

With Crosby this was a com- 
pelling Cook’s tour of his Holly- 
wood manse,.and Miss McBride | 


perhaps had a shade the better of 
it with her personal gallery and 
galaxy from her Central Park 
South (N.Y.) duplex. If Crosby 
were any more relaxed he’d col- 
lapse, but that didn’t impair 
efficiency of his guideposts to a 


variety of items, from the 19 Decca |! 


“gold” platters to the late Dixie 
Crosby’s Copenhagen China collee- 
tion. He hummed “This Ole 
House” in tongue-in-cheek man- 
ner, and interlarded a dash of 
“Count Your Blessings” in a Cas- 
ual style which bespoke 
showmanship—he even had the 
right “theme” songs for the occa- 
sion. He got in the right degree 
of plugging for his upsoming 
“Country Girl’ (Par), 





re | 


with | 


some time to come so far} 


the 


anata | 


saluted his! 


5 a a ae a a a a a i i te tin tin i im in tn te i 


050406600040066 
| oe gagman Barney Dean, spot- 
lighted his “real” friends, spake 


about the boys—Lindsay was the 
only one present—and even got in 
a fast dash of his case against 
“Oop! Shoop!” and “Sh-Boom,’ 
which his four “toughest critics’— 
his sons—apparently hold in high- 
er esteem than does the Groaner. 
He admitted that bringing up the 
four boys was his toughest job. 
Miss McBride’s penchant for 
food and books was in ample evi- 
dence and while the newspaper 
columnist-broadcaster (she’s off 
the air for a spell) appears thin- 
ner, she was warm and frank and 
forthright in her approach to the 
interview. She spoke of mike 
| deadlines; grimly humorous inci- 
| dents like the time “I was caught 
| in my zipper,” or racing with Mrs. 
FDR to get on-mike in time; her 
leaning towards explor ers and peo- 
| ple to write books; her “screen of 
friendship” her collection of 
| dolls; her veteran staff, with her 
| 20-27 years. Withal, perhaps the 
best “Person to Person” Murrow 
has ever done. He was almost a 
stooge, so articulate and sponta- 
neously vocal were his vis-a-vis. 
Abel. 


Lotsa Slots 


=———ee Continued from page 25 jaa 








and jokes—maybe for the outings 
that Berle doesn’t undertake in the 
Hope-Raye rotation). At the mo- 
ment, the Jan. 4-11-18 slots are un- 
filled, with Skelton ankling 8 p.m. 
after Dec. 28 and Silvers not sxed- 
| ded to be launched until Jan. 25. 
Chopped Down 


Chopped down some weeks ago 
was Eddie Mayehoff’s “That's My 
Boy” laugh situationer. Plymouth 
sticks fast to the 10 p.m. Saturday 
time, however, opposite NBC’s 
George Gobel (who, incidentally, is 
being pitched for a quarter-hour 
radio strip by the web via tapings- 
from-tv). Silvers’ alternating under- 
writer will be CBS-Columbia, with 
other bankroller not set. (Silvers 
show is looking ahead by booking 
ahead; Paul Ford is signed for a 
featured part, and Harvey Lembeck 
has begun work on the series; Kar! 
Lukas is pacted for the Kadowski 
role in the GlI-slanted showcaser 
for the ex-‘‘Top Banana” man.) 

NBC, with no major casualties, 
is not entirely out of the woods, 
| however 
cret t about the web’s dissatisfaction 
with the up-and-downs of the Imo- 
gene Coca Saturday nighter, 





setting viewers on fire thus far in 
| the premiering season, although it 
may be 
continue to play with his format 
land t talent components until 
| finds the key. 





There’s no particular se- | 


nor | 
has Sid Caesar’s Monday hour been | 


said in his behalf that he’ll 


he | 


The ailing Red Buttons has had | 


two firemen for his Friday night 
| show (Victor Borge and the pilot 
of Willard Waterman’s “Great Gil- 
dersleeve” situationer), but is ex- 
| pected back this week. As for the 
| Mickey Rooney telefilmer, it’s been 
cut up from the start by the CBS 
Jackie Gleason stanza, and chances 
are if the Rooney series were live, 
it would have been ousted long 
since, considering that pacts on cel- 
luloiders are usually longtermers. 
| Reentering the vidpix sweep- 
stakes is Robert Cummings, with 
R. J. Reynolds (for Winston Cigs) 
underwriting the series, 


Jan, 2 (Sunday) in the 10:30 p.m. 
| slot. Situationer is Cummings’ sec- 
ond, first being “My Hero,” origi- 


nally for Philip Morris Cigs. 
Skelton and ‘Understudy’ Hurt 

Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Red Skelton jarred a couple of 
jribs while playing with his kids 
Sunday (5), so director Jack Don- 
ahue subbed for him at rehearsal 
yesterday (Mon.). While Donahue 
was doing Skelton’s role, the stair- 
case collapsed and he fell several! 
feet, suffering bruises. 


starting | 





SPEAKING OF FAMILIES 
With Stuart Lindman, others 
Producer-director: Lloyd Balcom 
25 Mins.; Mon., 3:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WMIN-TYV, Minneapolis 

A local version of ine NBC net- 
work’s “It’s a Problem” and with 
the latter’s permission, this panel 
show supervised by the Twin Cit- 
ies’ four Family and Children’s 
service agencies brings into homes 
Monday afternoons experts’ discus- 


sions of current vital problems 
affecting practically everybody, 
Judging by the series’ initial an- 


“What Is a Good Mar- 
the program may be set 
down as a worthy WMIN-TV public 
service for family life. 

Successful preem indicates that 
the show should achieve its avowed 
purpose of leading tuners-in to a 
happier, better life. The first con- 
tribution was calculated to enlist 
a particularly wide feminine audi- 
ence as it provided interesting, 
helpful domestic information and 
enlightenment. Views were stated 
by Mrs. Eleanor Lucky, U. of Min- 
nesota Dept. of Family Life in- 
structor; Dr. Allan Challan, psychi- 
atrist, and Dr. C. Willson Ander- 
son, Minneapolis Family and Chil- 
dren’s Service director. 

Sitting arcund a bench and fac- 
ing the camera, the panelists were 
skillfully interrogated and chan- 
neled into various arresting phases 
of the topic by the personable 
moderator, Stuart Lindman. He 
whipped up occasional sharp argu- 
méntation and. controversy and 
preventing the gabbing from laps- 
ing into anything dull. 

Next discussion subject will be 
teenagers’ problems and coming up 
are such topics as old age difficul- 
ties and housewife as drudge or 
duchess. Rees. 


‘Face’ Slotting Mulled 
By NBC for Big Hoopla 
On Look Mag TV Awards 


NBC-TV is working on a major 
slotting for hoopla on Look maga- 
zine’s annual video awards, with 
the Saturday night “Place the 
Face” currently ahead in the run- 
ning for the Dec. 18 preemption. 
The web naturally looks with favor 
on “Face” as its time choice, since 
it will act as a lead-in to the Max 
Liebman spec that night. Toni, 
which sponsors “Face,” will ride 
along with the tab. 

Mag board chairman Gardner 
Cowles has alerted his staff to as- 
semble as many of the awardees 
as geographically possible’ for 
bows-apperances, along with other 
components to round out a half- 
hour. Awards will be announced 
in Look’s Dec. 28 issue, distrib- 
uted on the 14th. Ceremonies have 
been on top shows in the past, 
often with rival network toppers 
participating. 

NBC had first thought of putting 
the show in the Sid Caesar Mon- 
day time, but this was before a 
determination as to the list of 
winners. Report is that Caesar 
is not cited by Look this year. 


swer to 
blages," 








Marines in ‘For Duration’ 


Of WABC 17-Hr. Telethon 


Unusual facet of the second an- 
nual “Stars Through the Night” 
telethon on behalf of the Arthritis 
& Rheumatism Foundation, slated 
for this Saturday night (11) on 
WABC-TV, N. Y., will be the pres- 


; ence of a group of 75 marines un- 


der orders to act as a “security 
|force” for “the duration” (17 
| hours). 

Leathernecks, members of the 





Gueststar Abbe Lane stepped off | 


just before the staircase gave way. 


KANG-TV Stays on-Air 


Waco, Tex., Dec. 7. 

KANG-TV will definitely remain 
on the air here following its sale 
by Clyde Weatherby to the Texas 
| Broadcasting Corp., of Austin. 

J. ©, Kellam, veepee and gen- | 
eral manager of Texas, stated that 
application has been filed with the 
|FCC for purchase of the local 
outlet for $115,000 and assumption 
of obligations. 








| 


Marine Corps Recruiting Service 
from the Third Naval District, will 
act as traffic cops for the telethon, 
with their job to facilitate the flow 
of traffic of performers in and out 
of the Ritz Theatré origination site. 


Telethon’s being produced bv 
Mogle-Sheldon Associates and 


WABC-TV 
Rodner, 


Ayer V.P.’s McDermoti 


Thomas J. McDermott, head of 
radio-tv at N. W. Ayer agency's 
New York offices, has been handed 
v.p. stripes. McDermott, who 
joined the agency in 1933 and has 
been with the radio-tv department 
since, operated most recently in 
charge of radio-tv plans. 

Agency’s current tv activity is 
confined to the Plymouth “That's 
My Boy” on CBS-TV (axed but 
| sponsor holding the time), region: al 
| pickups by Atlantic Refining of the 
pro football games on ABC-TV and 
DuMont, and alternate sponsor- 
ship of CBS-TV’s “You Are There” 
by the Electric Light & Power Cos. 


program chief Ardien 
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Early ‘Inventory on Cancer 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 
Ever made a tour of a cancer factory? Specifically the Sloan- 
Kettering cance’ factory in Manhattan? It is° grimly fascinating, 
with the quiet, unsmiling staff dealing in cautiously worded state- 


ment only. The camera plays on 


mice with tumors that have been 


transplanted in the lab. Eggs are punctured for the injection of 
cancerous Virus. Patients drink water which is radioactive. A child 
is enjoying a “remission” but the attendants regard her temporary 
gain with the eye of disenchantment. A doctor has invented a 
machine which smokes a thousand cigarets, chain style. The burn- 


ing vapors and tars are collected 


in tubes and, when injected into 


rabbits, the cigaret smoke induces cancer. 
All of the foregoing is a partial report of NBC-TV's “American 
Inventory” presented Sunday (5) at 12:30 p.m. EST. The time is 


of interest, for this is within the period of family 


‘elaxation in 


the parlor to read the funnies and tune in “Hopalong Cassidy.” 
Space salesmen for Sunday newspaper magazine supplements call 
these “the golden hours” (for the advertiser to impact the whole 


family group at one time.) 


How many stayed tuned in? A nice question. Cancer is the ob- 


sessive 


dread of this generation. 


The very word is frequently 


avoided, even in the obituary notice. Of course, really small tots 


might have been amused at the ‘ 


‘cute” little animations, the little 


game of good little celis, and their benevolent appetites, and the 


bad little cells. and their gluttony 
done) w 
the anatomy of tumorous tissue c 


land studio, and well 


yas perhaps 


. Animation (via the John Suther- 
the only way that 
ould be visualized for the general 


public, but there is necessarily some feeling in the adult viewer 
of frivolous technique used to illustrate a pitiless scourge. 
The telecast on Sunday was composed partly of an Alfred P. 


Sloan Foundation-financed film, 


“Horizons of Hope,” prints of 


which will be offered, free, to all tv stations and, at cost, to any 
interested organization. The remainder of the material consisted 
of comments by or interviews with a variety of doctors on the staff 


of the Sloan-Kettering Hospital. 


What emerged was an inventory 


of the main lines of scientific research—experiments with virus, 
with antibiotics, with hormones, with various chemical compounds, 
with radium. (Nothing was said about surgery, the most common 
and most dreadful side of a cancer hospital. How much can the 
family circle absorb of a Sunday noontime?) 

The viewer is impressed with the complexity of. the effort to 
“understand” the disease which kiiis one of every four people who 


die. 


“We're penetrating the darkness,” said one doctor. He implies 


that an enormous lore of knowledge has been accumulated. Only 


trouble -is, it has no payoff yet. 


On the point of bringing the- 


grim truth (but not all of it) to 


the general public via a homefolksy medium like video, there well 
may be a division of opinion. The psychologists are not entirely 


‘nehanted with the “publicity” 


for 


cancer. Net effect of sharing 


the ghastly bafflement of science With laymen is an enormous in- 


crease in neurotic 
ingly NBC's “ 
eve of her marriage 
Let nobody charge that nothing 


Medic” 


hy pochrondria—thousands of 
secret conviction that they have cancer, when they don’t 
ries on Monday (6) dealt with a girl on the 
discovering 


with a 
Interest- 


people 


she cancer of the breast. 


gets on the air! 
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alistic”’ 


tr 








MEDICALLY SPEAKING 


With Drs. John F. Filippone, Garth | 


Johnson, Ralph D. Alley, James 


H. Fiynn, Harold C. Wiggers, 
others 
30 Mins.; Wed. 10:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 


WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Program, presented by Albany 
Medical College to acquaint view- 
ers with the broad aspects of 
Giagnosis, training, techniques, 
therapeutics and progress in the 
many fields of medicine, made a 
rather rough start on its opener 
but hit a surer, smoother pace as 
it unfolded. Considering the diffi- 
culties of preparation, time factor 
and newness of the venture for an 
old but not large school, the series 
is a creditable one 

The potentials of television for 


public health are great, but they 
will be more completely realized 


when developed regionally as well 
as nationally, and when a very 
substantial number of doctors are 
included. The latter phase is one 
to which the sponsoring college 
has obviously given attention. In 
fact, several originations suffered 
video-wise, because of too many 
participants and, consequently, too 
much unevenness. Tighter coordi- 
Nation is indicated. 

Among the most interesting seg- 
ments viewed were those dealing 
with heart surgery (the heart area 
was explored on several pickups); 
fynecology and obstetrics; the stu- 
dent doctor in the home, with a 
followup panel on the use of com- 
munity resources, plus emphasis on 


the preventive and art sides of 
medical practice. The heart sur- 
Sery block, featuring a_ sharply 


photographed film, taken in Albany 
Hospital, was climaxed by a post- 
operative checkup in which Dr. 
Ralph D. Alley registered flaw- 
lessly as he talked with the patient. 
Young Women from Union U. 
School of Nursing have played 
‘patients’ in a number of 
quences. Clearer 
participants should be made. 
Jaco. 


Seattle’s Educ’] TV 

; Seattle, Dec, 7. 
_ New educational television sta- 
tion here, KCTS, on Channel 9, is 
Set for its first broadcast tonight 
(lues.) at 7 p. m. 


al 


Loren Stone, station manager, 
id it will televise two program 
a week until Jan. 5, when it will 
pesin carrying three 30-minute pe 


ods daily: 


se- | 
identification of | 


|!NATIONAL FARM & HOME 


HOUR 


With Everett Mitchell, Mal Hansen, | 


Milt Bliss, others 
Producer: Don Meier 
Directors: Meier, Paul Robinson 
60 Mins.: Tues., 2:30 p.m, 

ALLIS CHALMERS 
NBC-TY, from Chicago 
(Gittins) 

For the seventh year, Atlis 
Chalmers has showcased a special 
tele version of its ‘National Farm 
And Home Hour” built around the 
annual International Live Stock 
Exposition. This year’s tv visit, 
Nov. 30, was strictly a blue-ribbon 
affair that rates as a fine prototype 
in the institutional pub-service 
idiom. 

This was no slapdash one-shot, 
but a well-conceived look at the 
farm trade’s yearly Windy 
spectacular. The hour even had a 
terrific human-interest kicker in 
the climax of the Exposition itself, 


Championship nod for her Black 
' Angus steer. General excitement 
surrounding the animal sweep- 


one of those little slices of history 


word-of-mouth. 

This year more of the full scope 
of the week-long Exposition was 
captured with a nice live and film 
parley, using celluloid footage 
shot by Marshall Head. The live 
portions were a two-way sprea 
with Everett Mitchell, as the over- 
all host, handling the studio inter- 
views, and Milt Bliss and Mal 
Hansen, farm ditector of Omaha’s 


the International Amphitheatre. 

The gabbers’ hep patter 

catch the flavor of the big show. 
An effective point of reference 


for the city folks was a_ studio 
sequence on how to carve and 
prepare cuts of meat that tied in 
naturally with the livestock dis- 
play. 

Producer-director Don Meier, 


assisted by Paul Robinson, and the 


Chi NBC-TV crews can rack up 
another job well done for the 
Allis Chalmers firm, who dressed 


the hour further with some 








film blurbs for their farm eqauip- 
ment. Dave. 
| Hartford—Frank Atwood, WTIC 
| farm director, | been ele l 
prexv of the National Assn o} 
Yelevision &€ Farm Diret I Tle 
has served ; ecretary-tr ure 
and veepee of the sup. He's been 
;WTIC farm director sih 1946, 





| After 
italk, he 
| ‘Does that answer your question?” 


;noon came when the youngest pan- 


ihe earns in 


JUVENILE JURY | 
With Jack Barry, others; Leo Du- 
rocher, guest 
Producers: Barry, Enright & 
Friendly 
Director: Craig Allen 
30 Mins., Sun., 4 p.m. 
PHARMACEUTICALS, INC. 
NBC-TV, from New York 
(Edward Kletter) 
“Juvenile Jury” was a mixture 
of its old naive charm and “re- 
hearsed precocity” in its return to 
video last Sunday (5), this time on 
NBC. Best “out 6f the mouths of 
babes” comedics occurred when the 
kids were being natural, but some- 
times the overeager hand of par- 
ents could be felt in the lines and 
actions of the tots, and such times 
were embarrassingly offkey. 
Perhaps the fault lay partly in 
miscasting. Emcee and coproducer 
Jack Barry missed by continued 
use of a 10-year-old boy, Ronnie 
fast approaching the Joe Miller 
jokebook stage after losing the un- 
witting laugh line. He and a six- 
year-old Ruth, who was. stagey 
in mannerism, seemed always to 
be playing for the audience. Pro- 
fessionally cute juves weren't any 
fun, but other three “panelists” 
fared much better generally and 
through them the show picked up 
the pace it sought. | 
In addition to the usual posers 
on the ‘“‘kidult” stanza, there were 





several minutes with guest Leo 
Durocher. Some of them were 
hilarious. The Giant manager, 


whose speech (like some of the 
kids) was addicted to over profes- | 
sionalism, was cut down sharply 
and most hcmorously by a seven- 
year-old. When asked how much 
his baseball job, he 
hedged instead of flatly answering 
that he was in no position to say. 
several minutes of double- 
asked the kid quizzer, 


—to which the simple reply was: 
“No.” Biggest yock of the after- 


elist explained that “Pop sits in his 





| underwear” to watch baseball on} 

tv. j 

} 

my -_- - 

The program shaped as though it | 
i will sell many more bottles of 


NBC OPERA THEATRE 


Geritol, once it found enough kids | 
who weren't of the opinion that | 
you gotta be smartaleck. Art. 


(Sister Angelica) 


With Elaine Malbin, Shannon Bo- 


lin, Mary Kreste, Ruth Kobart, 
Joan Moynagh, Irene Antal, 
Rose Gerringer. Also Jean 


Maretta, Joyce Gill, Alice Fraser, 
Carole O’Hara, Frances Paige, 
Dorothy Gandee, Tamara Ber- 
ing, Jean Ray, Libora Geraci, 
Margaret Tynes, Sarah Dubin, 
Hielen Rice, Ethel Greene, Rose 
Virga, Joan Carroll 

Producer: Samuel Chotzinoff 

Conductor and Artistic Director: 
Peter Herman Adler 

Director: Kirk Browning 

60 Mins.; Sun. (5), 3 p.m, 

NBC-TV, from New York 
For its second presentation this 





City | sented on the same show two years 


as a 16-vear-old lass got the Grand| the extrovert quality of other of 


stakes and the gal’s reactions were | 


that make for “ain’t tv wonderful” | 


WOW. working the pickups from | 


helped | 


slick | and excitingly above the 


| season, the NBC Opera Theatre 

last Sunday (5) did a repeat of Puc- 
| cini’s “Sister Angelica,” one of the 

composer's three one-acters. Pre- 
| ago, the overa is hardly one to de- 
light the Puecini traditionalists for 
it lacks both the exuberance and 





ithe composer’s works. However, 
there were compensations, and the 
Opera Theatre bestowed on this 
sombre offering its usual mark of 
skill, good taste and great artistry. 

“Sister Angelica” is unusual in 
lat least one respect—it doesn’t 
contain a single male part. It is 
an emotional opera, even though— 


for Puccini—a mighty restrained 
one. Highly unorthodox theme on 
nuns, brooding and sad, is re- 


| flected in the quality of the music 
which, during the second half, 
rises to great dramatic heights. 
On Sundavy’s show, thanks to top- 
notch performances and intelligent 
musical conception, “Angelica” 
| was calculated to please the opera 
lovers It was hardly the type 
| work to excite the lay listener. 

It’s probably fair to say that this 
isn’t an ideal opera for airing in| 
the first place. With the excep- 
tion of the moving climax—in this 
instance. beautifully acted and 
sung by Elaine Malbin in the name 
part—the music isn’t of the kind 
that stays with the ear and there are 
passages that are outright mono- 
tone in quality There are, how- 
ever, solo arias that rise suddenly | 

general | 
musical level. Fact that it’s a one- | 





acter ikes it, of course, an ideal 
i vehicle for a one-hour slot on tv. 
Evry voice was excellent. Miss | 
falbin, who had tl role two 
ars ago, 1S a nger ol great ap-| 

] I com ? - | i] nd h ad 

I il { } Al ica t 1 e I 

ri r } an { { 
;Sttfahnhnoh Bolin as the cotd and! 


i “Mr. 


| had 


| founding 


i ties, 
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MR. SHOWBUSINE =, 
With Jack Arthur, Paul Kligman, | 
Joyce Sullivan, Alan & Blanche | 
Lund, Johnny Moreland, Libby 
Morris, Al McNamara, Don Gil- 
lies, Al Pearce, Howard Cable 
Orch (18), Chorus (8), Dancers | 
(8); Elwood Glover, announcer | 
Producer: Peter Macfarlane 
Writers: Len McCaul, Ray de Boer 
Musical Director: Howard Cable 
30 Mins., Mon., 9:30 p.m. 
BORDENS (CANADA) LTD. 
CBC-TV. from Toronto 
(Young & Rubicim) 

In historical and dramatic * +m, 
the story of Sime Silverman and 
his founding of Variety, with all 
its earlier publishing vicissitudes, 
was presented in Jack Arthur's 
Showbusiness,” his current 
36-weck TV series. Program went 





to 19 coast-to-coast stations over 
ithe Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
tv chain for a wham reminiscent 
chronicle of the founder, editor 
and publisher of Variety. Paul 
Kligman was a convincing Sime, | 
complete with ancient rolltop 


desk, oldstyle typewriter and tele- 
phone, plus chats about the paper’s 
history and show business person- 
alities. 

Atmospheric musieal opening 
Howard Cable’s orch, with 
mixed chorus off camera, on for a 
rousing “Broadway Rhythm” be- 
fore an abstract Times Sq. with 
dancers on in white dinner jackets | 


or cocktail-length dresses The 
lead into Arthur's first meeting 
with Sime in the ’20s, with dis- | 
solve to the otherwise deserted | 
editorial room, with Sime’s desk | 
on the second level. and Al Pearce | 
as Freddy Shraeder. a VaARTtETY 
mugg, doing the introducing. Over | 
Sime’s last-minute typing came 
Arthur's tribute to Sime’s out- | 


spoken editorials in VArtETY when 
he took the part of performers 
against anyone who might try to! 
exploit them unfairly; and “no| 
performer. no matter hew bie. ever | 
got a good review if “ime felt he | 
didn’t deserve it.” 

Followed the history of the 
of Variety in 1905 and | 
1en the turning back of the pages 
for the impressions of personali- 
these successively stepping 
picture frame after 
tabieau. Though most of the kids 
never saw such stars in the lat- 
ters’ heyday, Arthur’s memory and 
directorial acumen produced satis- 
factory performances, with Joyce 
Sullivan, in picture hat and sequin 
gown, on for a Lillian Russel! in 
her singing of ‘‘“Meet Me Tonight in 
Dreamland”; Tom Hamilton doing 
a Harry Lauder in “I Love a Las- 
sie’: Don Gillies in “Smiles” for 
a Charlie Chaplin: Johnny More- 
land for a hand-clapping, dancing 
session as Eddie Cantor in “Susie.” 
and Len Gibson, colored tapster in 
top hat, tails and cane, for a Bill 
Robinson (but no stair dance.) 

Arthur, in narration, pointed out 
that Sime, besides covering estab- 
lished performers, spent a lot of 
time encouraging kids coming up, 
and also instituted a department 
given to New Acts. This intro- 
duced such young hopefuls as Alan 
and Blanche Lund, and it was in 
VARIETY that the Canadian voung- 
sters saw a review of their New 
York debut at The Plaza. (For the 
record, this notice was reallv writ- 
ten by Editor Abel Green.) Scenes 
showed a tryout in an agent’s of- 
fice, and then into appearance at 
The Plaza for a_ ballet-tap with 
lifts to “From This Moment On.” 
Later, Sime and Arthur did the 
town with some of the Vartety 
staffers at “The Stage Door.” This 
brought on Joyce Sullivan’ as 
Helen Morgan atop piano for “My | 
Bill”; and then accompany round- 
up with Libby Morris. singing 
“Lose That Long Face,” this in a 
Paris street scene setting, with 
dancers on as American tourists, 
and mixed choir again off camera. 
Stanza ended with tribute to 
Sime’s complete honesty and the 
cardinal credo: “If you tell the 
truth, even the people who don't 
like it must respect you.” 

McStay. 








cruel Princess gave a first-rate ac- 
count of herself, as did Mary 
Kreste in rele of abbess. In the 
smaller parts, Ruth Kobart, Joan 
Moynagh, Irene Antal an“ Rose 
Gerringer all contributed greatly. 





Much of the credit for the suc- 
cess of “Angelica” goes to Peter 
Herman Adler, the musical and 
artistie director who also conducted | 
members of Symphony of the Air, | 
Kirk Browning’s direction, parti- | and 
cularly in the final scene, was flu-} 
ent. Much of the opera was lensed 
in low k taking advantage of |in: 
the seve simple nun habit 
and the ent courtyard Cel | 
( igned William Volvneux 
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| SPOTLIGHT 


With Jimmy Durante, Sonja Henie, 
Jack Buchanan, Jeannie Carson, 
Pat Carroll, Paul Andre, Rudy 
Richards, Charles Sanford Orch 

Producer-director: Max Liebman 

Writers: William’ Friedberg, Fred 
Saidy, Neal Simon, Will Glick- 
man, William Jacobson 

90 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 -p.m. 

REYNOLDS ALUMINUM 

NBC-TV, from New York (Color) 

(Clinton Frank) 

Sunday night’s (5) edition of the 
NBC specs indicated an attempt to 
be “terrific” on a smailer scale 
than that which has prevailed dur- 
ing the series. Producer Max 
Liebman is trying to get an inti- 
mate tone into ‘the proceedings, 
and seems to be relying more on 
individual talents than on outsized 
production numbers. 

Liebman assigned a compara- 
tively small cast to carry out this 


task. The principals were Jimmy 
Durante, Jack Buchanan, Jeannie 
Carson and Pat Carroll, with a 


special insert by Sonja Henie. The 
net result was mi'd and pleasant 
with a few explosions by the 


| Schnozzola. 


The numbers were selected with 
taste although the routining at 
times needed more imagination. 
For example, Buchanan did an old- 
time English musichall number 
which was followed by a sequence 
in which Miss Carson essayed a 
Harry Lauder medley. Both were 
in the same mood, and a long 
stretch of this style variety bor- 


i dered dangerously on the monot- 


onous., 

Durante picked up the proceed- 
ings with his occasional appear- 
ances. His rambunctious quality 
against the rather quiet 
Britons (Buchanan and Miss Car- 
son) provided excellent contrast. 
His work with Miss Carson in a 
takeoff! “Brief Encounter” lifted 
the level of this inherently tedious 
Probably the best of 
the session was a burlesque of the 
Apache dances with the bulk of 
the company beating each other in 
the manner of the Paris under- 
wor!d denizens. Rita Dimitri pro- 


| vided a vocal prelude to this num- 


ber. 
Both Miss Carson and Buchanan 


'are pleasant and authoritative per- 


are fine 
handle 


formers 
sinac ‘ 
aides and 


They 
can 


comedy 
song and 


dance work. But all that restramt 
on one show is rather a lot for a 
60-minute layout. Miss Carroll 


through her work on this series so 
far, seems to be a lost soui. Slotted 
in secondary situations, she hasn't 


been given much. material with 
which to assert herself, 
Sonja Henie gawe a good ac- 


count of herself. Her skating, as 
always, is strong and commercial. 
Vorking from the Brooklyn NBC 
studios, Miss Henie glided grace- 
fully around the frappe for fine re- 
sults. One of the strongest parts 
of this seauence was the comedy 
work of Paul Andre. He hit a 
maximum response with his trick 
footwork. Another assist was by 
Rudy Richards who worked with 
Miss Henie in the finale. Both 
boys were bicycled in from Toledo 
three times during the week in or- 
der to partake in this sequence. 
They're appearing in “Holiday on 
Ice.” 


At any rate, Liebman seems to 
be shifting reliance on personali- 
ties rather than tremendous pro- 
duction. Whether it will pay off 
in the long run is difficult to 
assess at this point. It could be 
tremendously more exvensive, as 
witness the fact that Miss Henie 
got $25,000 for her work on this 
show. Jo eC, 


CIVIC. ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
With Robin McNeil, others 
Producer: John liowe 

20 Mins., Fri. (3), 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 

CBOT, from Ottawa 


This year, fer the first time. can- 
didates for a municipal office got 
their campaigns on «television, lo- 
cal Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
outlet CBOT turning over a half- 
hour to candidates for mayor (3) 
and Board of Control] (7 Session 
was dull and static. o1 interest 
being in the first video appearance 
of w.k. local politician Camera 
work was unimaginative and gab- 
bers’ preparations were evidently 


all but nil. Except for the present 
mayoralty incumbent, Dr. Char- 
lotte Whitton, who left her script 
and got off in a fiery ad lib session 


during her stint, the speakers were 
dull, and read every word fro 
script, a couple losing reir plat 
umopiln ( ) ra 
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by Ralph Bellamy 











RALPH BELLAMY—famous star of stage, screen, and 
television; president of Actors’ Equity Association. 


Subscription and closed-circuit television can bring Broadway to virtually everyone’s home town — and 
provide a fountainhead of theatrical production capital, employment and even a new audience in the bargain 


When an actor holds forth on the subject of 
television, the reader may assume that he has 
an ax to grind. In my case, the reader is so 
right, because I also am president of Actors’ 
Equity Association. But if I do have one, it 
is an ax with more than one edge—and each 
of them cuts in the same beneficial direction, 
What I have to say on the subject of television 
is, I’m convinced, in the best interest of actors, 
the theatre and TV. Primarily I’m concerned 
with the actor; but what’s good for the theatre 
in general is good for the actor. Throw in a 
bundle of box office and everyone benefits. And 
that is essentially what closed-circuit and home 
subscription TV will do. 


Fortunately for me and the reader, it doesn’t 
take an economist to grasp this, any more than 
it takes an engineer to sketch a brief picture 
of what this new medium is. Actually it isn’t 
a new medium so much as an auxiliary service, 
Closed-circuit television already is operative. 
And at least three companies have demonstrated 
devices for equipping each home receiver with 
its own cash register. When the Federal Com- 
munications Commission gives its approval to 
one or more of these setups, a TV viewer will 


be able to see such premium attractions as the 
Broadway premiere of a leading play in his 
own parlor by paying a nominal sum for the 


privilege. This will be a part-time program 
service by independent operators and existing 
stations, and will not involve separate or addi- 
tional channels. And it will not replace regular 
open-circuit nonsubscription programs which 
will be available simultaneously, 
Closed-circuit TV is very much in the theatri- 
cal news at present. This brand involves show- 
ing the same mejor attractions on large screens 
in theatres and movie houses. Equity and Box 
Office Television, Inc. have just signed a pact 
which paves the way for closed-circuit presenta- 
tions of at least three New York stage attrac- 
tions directly from their Broadway houses at 
nominal admission prices in theatres throughout 
the nation, but outside New York. This can— 
and, I believe, will—lead to the eventual tele- 
vising of premieres’ of Broadway plays. There 
are well over one hundred theatres in the 


4 


country equipped to receive such telecasts. The 
large benefit here, of course, is the creation of 
a nationwide revival of interest in the legitimate 
theatre. But the pact also provides specific 
remuneration for the actor on an experimental, 
unprecedented basis—a minimum of $342.50 or 
the current contractual weekly salary, which- 
ever is higher, for a telecast to forty or fewer 
theatres. 


The opening night of the new Metropolitan 
Opera season was an event contracted for by 
some forty-five theatres throughout the country 
on a closed-circuit basis. Here the spectator 
xaid the not so nominal charge of $3 and up. 
Numerous sports events also have been tele- 
vised in this way. When the Met presented a 
performance of Carmen via Theatre Network 
Television two years ago, some thirty theatres 
showing this attraction grossed more than 
$150,000—a substantial figure, especially when 
viewed from the business side of a box office. 





But this is even less impressive than the 
potential that exists in the subscription tele- 
vision system in which the viewer would not 
leave his fireside. While this system had not 
received the sanction of the FCC at this writing, 
it is actually out of the blueprint stage. And 
it is the inevitable next step after closed-circuit 
theatre TV. The Zenith Radio Corporation has 
been perfecting such a system since 1931. Dur- 
ing the first three months of 1951, Zenith dem- 
onstrated its Phonevision publicly in Chicago, 
using motion 


¢ 
t 


pictures as the test attraction. 
han fifty thousand families volunteered 


+ 


7 > thea + 
Tor ine test, 


More 
The three hundred finally involved 
bought nearly four times as much motion pic- 
ture fare during the ninety-day period as they 
normally bought in regular movie houses. And 
100 per cent of the test families said they would 
like the service permanently. 


Basically the fechnique used in all the home 
subscription TV systems involves coding or 
scrambling the transmitted signal so as to pro- 
duce a distorted picture and unintelligible 
sound for every receiver not equipped with 
decoding or unscrambling devices. The sub- 
scriber purchases this decoding information on 


a per-program basis. He would do this in one 
of three ways: by setting the air code translator 
attached to the set according to information on 
a card purchased by mail or at a vending 
machine; by securing this information over the 
telephone from Phonevision company, a service 
for which he would be billed at the end of the 
month; or by dropping coins into an air code 
gadget on his set according to a price schedule 
which would be listed in. newspapers or tele- 
vision program guides. During the 1951 Zenith 
test, code information was sent to subscribers 
directly over their telephone lines. This method 
will in all probability be superceded by the 
air code system. described above. 


The cost to the viewer would vary according 
to the nature and length of the attraction. Dur- 
ing the trial run in Chicago the price was $1 
per set serviced with a given subscription TV 
attraction. And remember that an entire family 
can watch, once the image has been made clear 
and the sound made intelligible. The important 
thing from the standpoint of the organization 
producing the entertainment being dispensed is 
that this type of setup could turn thirty million 
American homes into thirty million box offices. 

So much for the “what” side of the picture. 
Now for the “why,” 


With respect to the theatre and the actor, in 
particular, the general reason for regarding both 
closed-circuit and subscription TV as potential 
boons to employment and new interest in the 
stage is fairly obvious. But generalizations are 
dangerous, and I think that some specific cases 
should be examined. More than that, I think 
that they will pass the closest scrutiny. THEATRE 
Arts readers who have examined even casually 
the comprehensive economic survey by Pro- 
fessor O. Glenn Saxon know in what tough 
snape the living commercial theatre has been 
in recent years. The number of theatres avail- 
able for professional stage productions in New 
York City alone has been reduced by almost 
50 percent in the past twenty years; closec- 
circuit and home subscription TV could create 
millions of new theatres by bringing Broadway 
plays to theatres and homes thousands of miles 
from Broadway. The number of Broadway 
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ractions last season (a_ good one too, by 


4 


‘resent standards) was just 41 per cent of the 


bee for the season of 1933-34; but with 
-ced-circuit and subscription TV, I am con- 


{ 


need that we could realize the necessary 
‘.nital to arrest this dismal descent that makes 
Dy fessor Saxon’s graphs and his text anything 


light reading .for people making a living 

« theatre. The road presents an even more 

discouraging decline: from 1,152 playing weeks 

| a total gross of $23,657,900 in 1948-49, for 

example, to 794 playing weeks and a total gross 
¢17.623,200 last season. 


+S 
( wit 


Speaking of making a living in the theatre, 





* professor Saxon had this to say: “In _ 1953 total 

employment of actors in the living theatre 
ounted to only 991—less than 15 per cent of 
the number employed in the 1927-28 season ... 

> average income from the living theatre of 
»’s]] prefessional actors and actresses throughout 
,e country for the 1952-53 season was only 


¢2)9 per person ... The average annual earn- 
ings of all those who worked twenty-six or 
more weeks was under $6,000.” 

Nor is this all. Today production capital re- 
quirements are large and involve great risk. 
And these factors affect not only the actor but 
the producer, author and designer as well. Con- 
sider the steady increase in the one-set produc- 


While examining what TV can do for the 
theatre, when properly harnessed, it may be 
instructive to ask ourselves, “Why one of the 
varieties of pay-as-you-watch TV rather than 
the regular commercial brand?” The answer 
is clear. Much as we deplore commercial TV’s 





L effect on theatregoing, this form of entertain- 


ment isn’t going to drop dead. Neither can it 
come to the theatre’s aid by buying first-night 
performances for national showing, for the 


*® simple reason that no sponsor can afford to do 
Dr. Millard C. Faught, Zenith’s economic 
consultant, got at the heart of the matter when 
he told the New York Society of Security 
ts: “The Achilles heel of regular TV is 
a has no intrinsic economics of its own. 
Therefore everything it does must be subsidized 
y some other economic function. So far ad- 
vertising has given television its sole economic 
sustenance, with some very limited exceptions 
Subscription television, by contrast, is not 
2 complete and instantaneous TV distribu- 
system but also has its own built-in eco- 
system.” And from the watcher’s point 
the current mode of TV gives him 

rat little to say about what he sees. 


ue that present television does provide 
some actors, and for this they are 





grateful. But present commercial TV is drawing 
on the theatre without making an appreciable 
contribution to it; there is no chain reaction 
to benefit the theatre that an opening night on 
subscription TV would provide—no funneling 
of admission .charges back into the theatre to 
make possible continuing production and con- 
tinuing employment. 


Now contrast this with closed-circuit or home 
subscription televising of a Broadway first night. 
During the course of a year’s run perhaps four 
hundred thousand persons might see a smash 
hit on Broadway. With one of the new modes 
of TV, twenty times that number might see the 
premiere alone. Dr. Faught made this striking 
observation: “If all of us who now have sets 
paid only the price of a bus ride to and from 
a theatre as our admission fee to South Pacific 
on TV, the total revenue would far exceed all 
that this great musical show grossed in five 
years on Broadway. And millions of people 
would still want to see the play itself.” 


That last sentence is not to be overlooked. 
On any given night that a theatre performance 
is available on closed-circuit or home.subscrip- 
tion television, only a small percentage of the 
potential audience for it will take advantage 
of .the opportunity. This should allay the 
fears of the producers and actors who think 
they detect the specter of technological unem- 
ployment lurking in the wings. The production 
actually would benefit from what the trade 
calls word of mouth. There would still be audi- 
ences for the production both on Broadway and 
eventually on the road. In fact, there might 
well be a new theatre audience created in areas 
where there is little or no professional theatre— 
and this audience might be stirred to see living 
theatre in a playhouse the next time it got to 
New York or another large city, or when a road 
company reached its vicinity. These new forms 
of TV can be theatre’s best advance men, in 
fact. 


Chiefly, though, the financial impact of the sub- 
scription revenue would be such that it would 
greatly reduce the present hazards of backing 
a show. One performance on TV might very 
well be enough to recoup the entire production 
cost. Think what this would mean to the 
chances of a marginal production—one which 
received unenthusiastic reviews—for a run in 
this hit-or-flop economy of ours. Many a show 
which now dies a quick death might be made 
to pay off. And think what a happy effect this 
would have on strengthening the reservoir of 
production .capital—and consequently on em- 
ployment in the theatre. Remember too that 
we are not dealing in the cloud-like realm of 
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speculation. Only that smail percentage of the 
potential audience for closed-circuit or subscrip- 
tion TV would be necessary to provide this 
cushion. Even if the show didn’t survive much 
more than that initially televised performance, 
the actors and everyone connected with the pro- 
duction would benefit, and theoretically the 
capital would stay in the theatre for future 
production. The element of risk would be 
eliminated. There would be more production at 
higher standards. And there would be millions 
of critics instead of the present smaller number. 


There are other possibilities too. One of these 
might be to film a play which has at least 
limited success directly from the stage, at the 
time it is about to close. This film could then 
be made available to subscription TV buyers. 
And this bears on another important point—the 
strong position of the stage in the TV picture. 
In the early days of television, the novelty of 
the medium was enough to satisfy the average 
viewer. Now it has long ceased to be enough. 
And theatre has what it takes to please the 
more diseriminating spectator. 


Lest there still be some skeptics who doubt 
my motives in advocating something that seems 
to compete with commercial TV, let me point 
to another side of the entire TV picture, a side 
that actually makes a strong case for the pay- 
as-you-see system as a benefit to all television. 
Whereas we now have approximately 380 sta- 
tions supported by advertising, we could have 
close to a thousand, provided additional soyrces 
of revenue were present. Something like Phone- 
vision might provide that additional source. 
The Zenith people feel that subscription TV 
may well determine if many areas of the coun- 
try—the less populous ones—ever get any form 
of television. They reason that under present 
high costs, the advertiser cannot afford to go 
beyond the major markets in presenting his 
show. This leaves the station in the smaller 
area dependent on local sponsorship—if it can 
get such sponsorship—and the size of the if in 
the foregoing is indicated by the high mortality 
rate among these stations. Closed-circuit and 
home subscription TV will make the station 
operator independent of the economic require- 
ment of network affiliation. Television now 
sends all its bills to advertisers, and about half 
its bills to less than twenty national sponsors. 


This illustrates that angels are very important 
people in TV too, and it isn’t so far afield from 
theatre when you consider the ground we've 
covered. Pay-as-you-see TV can do a lot for 
theatre. Theatre can also do a lot for TV—and 
without commercials 
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ational Theatre Arts Council in the Interest of the Welfare of the American Theater 





A typical combination of the operating methods employed by the 
Zenith Radio Corporation in Phonevision, its brand of subscription TY. 
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POPPE POOH +{|crime programs with narcotic e ° 
$ ¢ {drugs in a lecture before 600 in- nsi e tu eniiil a 10- 
» . ' z surance and business leaders here. 
x a 0 eviews +{|Now a lawyer in Washington, : 
. z Johnson said the “crime programs; Canada’s annual football ney oigy Poet mage 7 Cup — got the widest 
54-4-4-444404646604464 $444666466466664449 | Undermine the true values of life | tele and radio coverage in its history. Played in Toronto’s Varsity 





MARTHA WRIGHT SHOW 
With Hal Hastings 
Director: Walter Cheetam 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:30 a.m. 
Participating 
WCBS, N. Y. 

Martha Wright, who’s about to 
close out on her Sunday night 
show for Packard on ABC-TV, has 
moved into a WCBS slot as a 
for the ailing Joan 
should cut herse:f a 
as 
Miss Wright is bright 
and handles her 
but not-too-flip 


now 
replacement 
Edwards and 
solid niche 
personality. 
and personable 
lines with a flip 
manner. 

This is basically a disk jockey 
stanza with Miss Wright up as gab- 
ber plus occasionally doing a song 


on her own with Hal Hastings ac- 
comping on the piano. On a 
show last week, the disks were of 
bestseller calibre, including tunes 
by Eddie Fisher, Kitty Katlen, Don 
Cornell and Leroy Anderson's 
orch. Miss Wright contributed a | 
snappy version of “Mr. Sandman” 
and also handled the intros to the 


various plugs with an adept cueing 
into the transcriptions. Herm. 


FRANK SHARP SINGS 
15 Mins.; Sun., 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WTRY, Troy ¢” 
One of the few 
grams featuring 
Sunday nighter 





area radio pro- 
live music, this 
presents bass-bari- 
tone Frank Sharp in standard 
numbers, with Mrs. Hilda Golden 
as accompanist. He has a resonant, 





well trained voice, nicely handled 
Sharp might be personalized 
through brief chatter with the 


announcer, or via introduction of 


a number. Present format is a/ deletion of objectionable content, 
bit stiff. Mrs. Golden accompanies the Television Ccde Board ex- 
competently, presses doubt as to whether por- 

Paul Flanagan announced one tions of certain of the films are 
origination alert in sure fashion. | wholly within the spirit of the 

Jaco. Code. 
: ceaernaees “That some instances of exces- 

BILL RANDLE SHOW sive violence were noted 
Producer: Randle “That all of the films under re- 
Director: Kathy Revner = see é a }) ; 
205 Mins. Sat. 2:05 aah, view were produced originally fo1 
WCBS, New York theatre display, not for television | 

For the second time this season, presentation. ‘ ; 
a New York station has brushed off Four of the five films reviewed 
the homegrown deejay product for, Were approved for theatre presen- 
a Cleveland platter spinner. WINS, | tation by the National Board of 
Gotham indie, reached into the| Review of the Motion Picture In- 
Cleveland territory last September! dustry. The fifth, a British im- 
to woo Allan Freed (ex-“Moon-/| port, was approved by the motion 


dog”) from WJW for a permanent 
slot in its deejay stable. Now 
WCBS, Coiumbia’s key, has tapped 
WERE’s Bill Randle for 
Saturday afternoon series. 
continue, however, with ‘his regular 
WERE chores. 

Randle is a potent platter man 
in his own 
ful if this once-a-weeker will 
him ample opportunity to make a 
similar dent. He’s a hep disk- 
spieler and can stand up among 
New York's best, but the Block, 
Marshall, Lacy listening habit is a 
tough hurdle to beat. Some solid 
promotion by WCBS directed 





an early morning | 


iand ¢c 


| the 


a weckly | 
He'll | 


backyard but it’s doubt- | 
give | 





at | 





the kidialers may do the trick. 


Randle has a long day ahead of | 
| him 


every Saturday. He’s on for 
a total of 205 minutes 


to pace it nicely with expertly in- 


jtegrated platter and chatter. He! 
tgets a little dogmatic over his 


“picks”; still, it’s the kind of en- 
thusiam that could help the 
on the retail level. He also supplies 
the kind of inside stuff about the 
music and disk biz that anvpeals to 
the fans. 

Stanza is broken up on the hour 
for a five-minute session with the 
WCBS newscaster. Gros. 


Code Board 
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tions. Its statement has been sub- 
mitted to the Senate Subcommit- 
which attacked the violence in 
some of the films shown to juve 
audience on tv. Report said in 
part: 

“The Television 
Board acknowledges 
ness of the Subcommittee’s inquiry 
and commends the thoroughness 
are with which it is being 
conducted. The board reiterates 
determination of the 
television broadcasters to give full 
cooperation to such Congressional 
investigations. 

“The Code Review Board. has 
reached the following conclusions: 

“That despite the fact that some 


¢ £ 
Lee 


Code Review 
the serious- 


of the films (the five pictures 
viewed) were the subject of con- | 
siderable editing by the stations, | 


both for the purpose .of timing 


picture review board of that coun- | 


try. 

“Thus, it is felt that previous 
clearance by such theatre 
boards did not take into considera- 
tion the intimate viewing by fam- 
ily groups as provided by televi- 
sion. Such action does not neces- 
sarily provide proper clearanhee for 
television.” 





Airers ‘Narcotics’? 
Hartford, Dec. 7. 
Louis A. Johnson, Secretary of 
Defense during 1949 and 1950, last 
Friday (3) classed 
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Covers a vast, prosperous 





territory—a rich target for 


your advertising dollar 


Porenabted ‘by® 


NEW YORK: CHICAGO Los 


Steinman Station 
Clair McCollough, President 


Ionic 


SAN FRANCISCO, 


TV, 
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but manages | 


Wa 
| Governor of Texas, publisher of the 
| Houston Post, 


| Wolfson and Sidney Meyer, 
| of a large theatre chain and broad- | 
| cast stations in Florida, and Tampa 


and | 
| mer 


RS OM 
|its examiner 


review | 


'on the year’s schedule. 
radio and tv | 





and create, for the impressionable 


| child mind, a world of evil dreams | 
where cruelty and violence reign | 
| by Northern Electric. 


supreme.” 


Johnson said the so-called “radio 
and tv crime programs are not So | 


base and degrading as the horror 


| books.” 
disk | 











FCC Stay 
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away; and station KTRM. Last of 
these has as a leading stockholder, 
Hobby, of Houston, former 


owner of radio and 
television stations in Houston, and 
husband of Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby, 
Secretary of Health, Education anu 
Welfare in the Eisenhower Cabinet. 


The hearing examiner recom- | 
mended KTRM for the tv channel | 


but the FCC, by a 4-3 decision last 
Aug. 6, ignored this recommenda- 


tion and selected Beaumont Broad- | 


casting. It feit there was an over- 
lap of service between 
and Beaumont and that the Hobby 
newspaper interests would help to 


| provide too great a concentration 
;of power. 
nation’s | 


Tampa _ included 
which also has a 


Applicants in 
the Tampa Times, 


radio station there; Orange Tele- 
vision Broadcasting Co., among | 
whose stockholders are Mitchell | 


owners 


Television Co., which has a small 
radio station there, and whose 
president is Doyle E. Cariton, for- 
Governor of Florida. 

The Commission examiner 
ommended that the grant go to the 
Tampa Times. On Sept. 3 last, the 
by a 4-0 decision, overturned 
and gave the channer 
to Tampa TV in the interest of 
“diversification of the media of 
mass communication.” 


‘Clive Branch’ 
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not even the top Big 10 team or 
the hottest Coast club would have 


the national sponsorship appeal of | 


a Notre Dame. And a Notre Dame 
game piped into the home areas 
of practically any team in the coun- 


try would have its impact on the | 


gate. 


Network Angle 


Aside from the NCAA’s own in- | 
| ter-family 
the matter of the tv network’s rela- | 
game 
It goes with- | 


conflicts, there’s also 
tionship with the traditional 5 
of the week package. 
out saying that ABC-TV, for ex- 
ample, has learned its lesson to the | 
tune of a reported-$2,200,000 loss 
And NBC- 
TV, which carried the cdllege 
games the two years previous, won 
no friends among the NCAA’ers 
with its’ introduction of the com- 
peting Saturday afternoon Cana- 
dian pro games. 

Committee chairman Harvey 
Cassill took pains to point out that 
it was the networks and not the 
NCAA that set the price on the 
games, the inference being that 
if the package was overpriced it 
was the webs’ doing. This points 
to the possibility that if the college 
majordomos continue with the 
single national game policy next 
year, the potential advertisers and 
their agency reps m 
price, since it’s considered unlikely 
the networks can again be maneu- 
vered into competitive bidding. 


Libby’s ‘About Baby’ Buy 
Cues WABD Reshuffle 


Additional Thursday network 
buy of “All About Baby” by Libby 
Baby Foods forced WABD, N. Y., 
to revamp its 2 to 3 p.m. sked. 
DuMont quarter-hour stanza, on 
Friday as well, would have cut too 
heavily into the commercially 
strong ‘“‘Letter to Lee Graham,” so 
that show changed places with 
“Journey Through Life.” 

“Journey” shifts to 2 
WABD, with “Baby” 
the first 15-minute segment of that 
half hour program on Thursdays 
and Fridays. “Letter” is left in- 
tact as a half-hour strip at 230. 


ay set 





p.m. on 
taking over 





Hartford—Norman L. Cloutier 
radio-tv arranger, conductor and 
|composer, has been named a fac- 
ulty member at Hartt College of 


Music here. 


| most outstanding contribution to the cultural development of 


Houston |} 


ree- | 


| “Backgreund” 
| and 
| 


' defense of today’s television in the January issue of 


| pretty well, 


| latest 


| grams 
the | 


The | to 


| National Biscuit inked for ‘Rin Tin 


| Stadium Nov. 27, game was carried on 92 video stations in Canada and 


the United States and 75 Canadian radio stations. Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. handled both tv and radio, the video airing sponsored 
Commentary was handled by four CBC staffers 
from cities not represented on the field. 


CBC guessed that 80° of Canada’s 900,000 tv sets were tuned to 
the airing. In the United States, 70 tv stations carried the game from 
NBC against heavy opposition from the Army-Navy game airing, 
Windsor, Ont., and Vancouver, B.C., still to get on CBC’s web, took 
the NBC coverage which used CBC visuals and its own narration. 
Stations not on CBC’s microwave web got telefilmed coverage, stations 
in Edmonton and Winnipeg receiving the films by Royal Canadian Air 
Force Sabre jets. Three new video stations (Sault Ste. Marie, Ont; 
Rimouski, Que.; Moncton, N.B.) not yet working fulltime, opened 
special schedules to carry the game. 





National Assn. for Better Radio & Television, the organization which 
stirred up a hornet’s nest over violence on tv, took time out from the 
critical aspects of its work to present the second annual Lee DeForest 
award to Harvey S. Firestone Jr. as the individual responsible for the 
radio 
personal 
simulcast 


television this year. Award was made for Firestone’s 
and contributions toward the “Voice of Firestone” 
on NBC and latterly ABC. Award, presented at a luncheon at the 
Savoy Plaza in N.Y. by Prof. Charles A. Siepmann, a member of the 
NAFBRAT board and chairman of the department of communications 
at NYU, made special mention of Firestone’s effort to keep the show 
in its long-established Monday-at-8:30 time period despite the switch 
in networks. 


and 
interest 


Mickey Ross is not the director of the Sid Caesar show on NBC-TV 
but is the editorial consultant. Direction remains in the hands of Clark 


Jones, with Leo Morgan the producer. Erratum apparently resuited 
from ‘‘mixed signals” attendant upon the program’s return to a revue 
| format. According to a spokesman for the show, there are no technical 


changes in the top spots. 
“Melody” (Mrs. Mildred B.) Miller, Cleveland-Miami Beach socialite- 
artist-composer, paid off a secret but longstanding debt of personal 
gratitude when she played hostess to the entire cast of CBS Radio's 
“Romance of Helen Trent” soaper to honor its star, Julie Stevens, at 





a luncheon-musicale in her N.Y. apartment Friday (3). In 1941—while 
| hospitalized for eve treatments that failed to restore her sight— 
“Melody” was first attracted to the radio voice of Miss Stevens and 


| became an avid fan of hers down through the years. 


3ackground,” the NBC-TV ‘“‘news-in-depth” segment, will devote 
next Sunday’s (12) show to a study of the John Paton Davies dismissal, 
thus demonstrating a rare bit of unanimity with its CBS confreres. Big 
Senate debate between Sen. Herbert H. Lehman (D., N.Y.) and Sen, 
cseph McCarthy (R., Wis.) raged a couple of weeks ago when Sen. 
Lehman asked to have the text of a broadcast on the Davies dismissal 
inserted in the Congressional Record and Sen. McCarthy at first 
fused, then allowed it to be inserted. Broadcast was that of CBS 
Washington news topper Eric Sevareid, who eked the dismissal. 
study, which will include a filmed interview with Davies 
wife, is also expected to shed new light on the ex-diplomat. 


re- 


atts 
atta 


his 





CBS-TV programming veep Hubbell Robinson Jr., puts up a spirited 
Esquire. Piece, 
titled “Television Faces Life—Distilling Hope and Happiness into the 
Cathode Tube,” hits out at the ‘“‘damners and deriders” of video and 
covers the gamut of production, programming, sponsorship and criti- 
cism, and concludes with the observation that television has “done 
but obviously, pretty well is not good enough.” He ex- 
presses the belief that the industry has the “resolution” to make 
American television “a sight to delight the American eye and heart 
and mind.” 

Couple of interesting trade sidelights to the piece. For one thing, 
Robinson isn’t identified, either in the captions or in the story, as 
the programs overseer at CBS. For another, he gives due credit for 
NBC programs, though the larder of listings is slightly weighted toward 
the CBS side. 
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Mutual’s Nov. in Seesaw; 
Essocast Vice Manville, 
Kraft in for Johnson 


It’s been a seesaw November for 
Muiual, with three major clients 
ankling the radio web and two} 
other big ones signing to come on 
It’s understood that the, 
pactee is Esso, to replace | 
Johns-Manville on the 9 p.m. cap- 
sule strip. Plus losing J-M, Mutual 
had Johnson Wax slip away on a 
total of 25 five-minute news pro- 
weekly. However, Kraft, 
handled by the same agency, Need- 
ham, Louis & Brorby, has signed 
to replace the waxery. The only 
loss that hasn’t been recouped was 
the $1,250,000 annually that the 
AFL is shortly moving to ABC. 

With the Manville loss, com- 
mentator Bill Henry’s future is in 
question. It’s said he’s considering 
retiring from radio and tv entirely, 
in which case a new voice will have 
be inked for the five-minute 
Essocast, 

Mutual has added other business 
the past several weeks. First 








shortly. 


TEXACO STAR THEATRE 
SATURDAY NIGHT—N.B.C. 
Mogt.: William Morris Agency 


TOMMY LYMAN 


HELD OVER 


at the Fashionable 


oth AVE. HOTEL 


24 Fifth Avenue 


Special Material by 
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Tin” 


the religioso 


in a Sabbath half hour. On 
side, Billy Graham 


SPECIAL WEEKLY 








and “Herald of Healing” were pact- 
ed as weekly half-hour casings. ¢ a3 
American Home Products signed 
for three days of the Gabriel Heat- FROM $19.00 
ter quarter-hour strip, Latter biz TRAN SiENT 00: 3 VAILABLE 
re placed soine lost a few week : ROC o ALES AVAILAS 
earlier, HOTEL’ 
Incidentally, Mutual's 14-man af ins s © W 
filiate committee will powow to- 
. 4 1 e. & 55th St. 
morrow rhurs and Friday with | Madicon Ave. & ‘ 
| net execs at Boca Raton. | Ralph Hamrick, Mgr. * New York City 


= wae w we ot ee eS YC ws AQam f m SG oF 


— Ss o's ad 


— VS eS. oS 





Wednesday, December 8, 1954 VARTE TY 











a top L°V...oca 


goes to 
PERRIN-PAUS COMPANY 


for excellence in 


production of 


unbeam 
FRY PAN 


live commercials 


in color 





PEGGY MURDOCH, the Sunbeam Girl, 
known to millions 
of TV viewers 





Advertising Age Eye and Ear Man picks Sunbeam as one 


of the best live commercials of the year. 

Written, produced and directed by Elliot Saunders 

and Tye Robinson of Perrin-Paus Co., New York Offices. 
Acknowledgment of valued cooperation is given 

Video Vittles, Mike Case and the entire N.B.C. staff 

for their specialized contributions. 
To TV Sponsors interested in more effective commercial | 
treatments and techniques that se// more merchandise, 

we offer services of a staff who have pioneered in this highly 
specialized medium. Simply phone PLaza 7-6120 in New York, 
or RAndolph 6-7923 in Chicago, no obligation. 


PERRIN-PAUS COMPANY ; 


A Complete Advertising Service 


730 Fifth Ave., New York 8 So. Michigan Ave., Chicago 





2 


36 _RADIO- ‘TEI «EV ISION “ARTIETY Wednesday, December 8, 1954 


hinnie Cae | TV’s Hour Glass’ Figures Vs. the Field 


Ratings of 60-minute and 90-minute major nighttime shows as given in the reports of American Re- 
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search Bureau for the Nov. 7-12 period, in half-hour segments, compared with their opposition to show the 
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@ Godfrey’s “Friends,”’ but the race is 


TO PERFORMERS AND WRITERS! 
HOW MUCH ES ie A TOP GAG WORTH? 


What cre you paying for your material? Would you pay $5.00 
for that cne tep sock gag? You probably would pay a lot more 
ond have paid a lot more! In offering you the PERSONAL GAG 


tight. Both shows assume different 


personalities in segmentation. 
ELE, R The November “Best of Broad- 
. i} way” (Ethel Merman in “P c 
Hattie’) gained a peg midway, 
while “Big Town,” opposing it in 
the last half, dropped some 20 
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300 West 43rd St. points as compared to “This Is | FILE OF EDDIE DAVIS we are certain that in ever 500 pages chock 
NEW YORK Phone: JUdson 2-3800 | Your Life,” with which it’s back- | full of the select gags of EDDIE DAVIS who for years has written 
to-back—a condition that appears | for EDDIE CANTOR, MILTON BERLE, JACKIE GLEASON, JIMMY 
RAYMOND HAGEN to favor not only the one-a-month | DURANTE, DANNY THOMAS, MARTHA RAYE, RITZ BROS. and 
CHICAGO 177 North State St. | Westinghouse series but the reg- many others, you will be able to find at least 10 top gags (we are 
a i}; ular Pabst bouts (especially if the sure you will find a lot more). If you find 10 top gags, at the price 
LOS ANGELE GEORGE KANE \};card has marquee values). of $5.00 a gag you can see the value of this private gag file that 
s 6151 Santa Monica Bivd, The major go as between sports took over 25 years to compile. 


and the more formal show biz com- 














. . , Get Your Copy Now! illion Doll ial 
WASHINGTON FRED BARTON ponents is between the Gillette py owl A Uimen Deters Worth of Gemedy Meters eae 
1346 Connecticut Ave. | bouts on Fridays and Ed Murrow’s OVER 500 PAGES ~~ 
“Person to Person.” Some of the 

ennai $. W. CALDWELL, LTD. Feel hinder 9 ALPHABETICALLY ARRANGED AND INDEXED TO COVER EVERY POPULAR SUB- 9) 
447 Jarvis St. }| of 10:30, but the Murrow stanza|@ 26CT. PRINTED BY MIMEOGRAPH, IN A DELUXE BINDER FOR LASTING Ft 

shall tit dhs ps Gee ts ihe 0S pulls a substantial audience either RENGTH AND EASY REFERENCE, PRICED AT ONLY $50.00, including postage. be 
ii; Way (big championship fights Send check or money order to = 

iii might be the exception) S 9 

For figures on outsized shows CAR-CAR ASSOCIATES We: 
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: What Cost-Per-Thousand D’Ya Read? | 


\ielsen did a report on all sponsored radio and tv shows as 
veil spring. It'd have been an ordinary report but for the com- 
.< inclusion of “an unusual twist”: Report compared the stanzas 


} 
oO} 


Tt e 


<jelsen subscribers with all other programs. 
result? Those shows representing Nielsen agency or adver- 


oe subseribers cost less per-thousand listeners or viewers than 


non-Nielsen”’ 


on their 


programs cost on the same basis. 
ty short, Nielsen subscribers collectively averaged higher ratings 
shows than the sum of non-Nielsen program interests. 








NBC's New Act: Hitz, 
, McFadden & Shea; Web's | 
Veep List Upped to 31 


NBC handed out veepee stripes 
of its veteran execs last 
inging up the total num- 
at the web to 31. 
are Edward M. Hitz, 
ijivision sales chief; Thom- 
‘icFadden, spot sales top- 
| Hamilton Shea, general 
of WRCA and WRCA-TV, 
s flagships in New York. 
bear the title “‘v.p. in 
ge’ of their respective depart- 
nents 
Hitz is the oldest of the trio 
point of service, having 
he web in 1928 as a sales- 
an. since then having operated 
| Philadelphia, New York and 
hicag McFadden is another 20- 
- man. having begun as a Radio 
City guide in 1934, moving up the 
nks to the general managership 
WRCA ‘(then WNBC) in 1946 
KRCA, Los Angeles (then 
KNBH) in 1950. Shea, who joined 
the web in 1949 after five years as 
treasurer-comptroller of the Emer- 
, Drug Co., moved into his pres- 
ent WRCA spot a year and a half 
# ago, after heading up the Cleve- 
nd o&o’s, WTAM and WTAM-TV. 


| 
| 


yveeps 





Burlington, Vt.—Dean Slack. 
vho been with WCAX here 
years, has joined WJOY, 
e will serve as music direc- 
ell being a news 4an- 

and disk jockey. 
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A $54,000 HOUSE 
FOR $44,000! 


Wonderful 
bay 


ranch house on sheltered 
in Darien, Conn., set back over 


200 ft.; over one acre. Ground level: 
24 ft. living room with massive fire- 
Place, large dining area facing L. |. 
Sound, 3 bedrooms, cross-ventilated 
kitchen, utility room, 2-car garage. 
lower level: 44 x 26 ft. entertainment 
crea with 18 ft. wall of windows 


overioos ng secluded terrace and bay 
where waterfowl feed, large bedroom, 
* | uxury both has Belgien glass walls. 
3 utility rooms. Masonry construction. 
Easy separation of family from enter- 
F 'ainment. 5 Min, to Darien station, 
t bus passes door. 
Box 12854, VARIETY, 

154 West 46eb St., New York, N. Y. 
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COSTUMES 


3 West 6st St., N.Y.C. + Tel, PL. 7-5800 
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EVERY DAY 
ON EVERY CHANNEL 
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, | STUDIO-BARN WITH LOFT 


y equipped for filming of commer- 


=n 








— : TV shorts, out-of-town; $100 a 
ie: "'gh voltage hook-up, stage, but no 
tae Write Box V-10654, Variety, 154 
* 46th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 
ee , 





Jazzbo Collins to WRCA 
From WNEW; Set 3 Slots 


WRCA, the NBC radio o&o0 
N.Y., grabbed off Al (Jazzbo) Col- 


lins from indie rival WNEW this 
week, with the deejay starting in 
a 12:05 to 1 p.m. strip replacing 
Jack LaDelle. WCBS, its CBS 
rival, last week launched a Satur- 


day show with d.j. Bill Randle who 


'was drafted trom Cleveland. 


In addition to the customary 
upped coin lure, Collins decided to 


switch because he’s also slated for} 


a three-hour Saturday _ session 
eariy next month as well as a reg- 
ular nighttime stanza sometime 
thereafter. 

A few months ago, WNEW shift- 
ed Collins to the midnight-to-6 
slot vice Art Ford, and the former 
was understood to have expressed 
some dissatisfaction with his new 
working hours. 

WRCA also signed sportswriter- 
gabber Jimmy Powers (via WPIX, 
N.Y.) to an evening = cross-the- 
boarder. 

Ed Locke 
WNEW’s 
(13). 


Collins 
on 
gabber 


replaces 
midnighter 
Some day, 


on 
Monday 
Bill Wil- 


liams steps in on Collins’ 9 p.m. | 


segment. 


RCA’s Double Turndown 
In Zenith Suit Action; 
‘Headliners’ in Lineup 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 
latest move in the legal 
between Zenith Radio 
and RCA over radio-tv patents, 
Federal District Court Judge 
Michael L. Igoe last week nixed 
RCA’s request for delay in Zenith’s 





In the 
chess game 


$16,000,000 treble damage antitrust 
,action against RCA, General Elec- 


tric and Western Electric. Chi 
jurist ordered a hearing Jan. 7 on 
RCA’s petition to dismiss the Ze- 
nith suit. 

Igoe’s ruling came on the heels 
of a U. S. Supreme Court turn- 
down on a Similar bid entered by 
Adlai Stevenson, 1952 Democratic 
Presidential candidate, who signed 
on with RCA in his first return to 
the law profession. After Igoe’s 
greenlight, Zenith attorneys made 
plans to start taking 
from RCA execs, including board 
chairman David Sarnoff. 

Gen. Smith’s RCA Post 

RCA’s retention of Adlai Steven- 
son to defend it in the suit brought 
by Zenith appears to be the “pre- 
miere”’ move by the giant company 
to bring “headliners” into its line- 
up for both active and public rela- 


tions values. Last week, for in- 
stance, Gen. Walter Bedell Smith 
was named a member of RCA’s 


board of directors. 

General Smith, board vice chair- 
man of Amercan Machine & Foun- 
dry, is the former Undersecretary 
of State and Ambassador to Russia, 
in addition to his previously held 
titles in the Defense Intelligence 
and other departments. 


ABC-TV Manhandles ‘Care’: 
‘Soldier Parade’ to Sub 


ABC-TV has the 
“Handle With the 


axe to 
Bernard 


given 


Care,” 


Prockter package about postal in- | 
the | 


spectors currently occupying 
Thursday at 8 spot. Show, to which 
ABC was committed for 13 weeks 
but which the web couldn't get off 
the sustaining roster, bows out 
after the Dec. 30 show. 

Replacing it will be the 
sustaining “Soldier Parade,” the 
Arlene Francis starrer which of 
late has been serving a utility 
segment. “Parade” is currentiy in 
the Monday at 8 slot, serving as a 
fill-in between the cancelled 
“Come Closer” and the ‘Reader's 
Digest” telepix series which starts 
Jan. 17. “Parade” stays on Mon- 
days until Jan. 10, 


seimi- 


as 





Dallas—Michae! Bushell, former | 


INSer, takes over nighttime news- 
ieasting clrorés at KGBC, Galveston. 


in | 


depositions | 











Peak Price 
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of only $612,000 ‘after taxes) for 
the first 40 weeks of this vear. 
Outfit has done much better over 
comparable periods i: the past. 
Moreover, the network division of 
DuMont was the only one of the 
four tele webs to run at a loss, as 
per October PIB figures (see 
separate story). All this coupled 
with the fact that DuMont is ecall- 
ing for immediate retooling for 
tint, made the WDTV sale more 
urgent than the DuMont sale an- 
nouncement would indicate. 

DuMont said that WDTV 
sold because profit would be 
creased in Pittsburgh through in- 
troduction of other tv stations 
However, by Westinghouse think- 
ing, it appears that the ‘station has 
a number of months to go in mak- 
ing heavy profit. Westinghouse, 
it’s understood, figures to get back 
almost one-third of its $9,750,000 
outlay in the next year and as 
much or more the following year 
Thinking is based on a belief that 
itll be another 10 months before 
another VHF gets into the Pitt pic- 
ture and at least another year be- 
vond that before it can gain 
enough local stature to give WDTV 
any real competition. 


Same PIB Story: 
TV's Uns & Radio's 


Downs in October 





was 
de- 





Network billings for October, as 
reported Publishers Informa 


to tell 


by 
Bureau, continue 
story—television up, 

There’s one switch, 
ever, in that DuMont shows 
drop in monthly billings for 
first time in several months. Web’s 
$1,426,031 for October was 2.5% 
below the gross for October of 
1953, but its 10-month pull of 
$10.267.775 shows a comfortable 
increase of 14.5°> over the same 
period last year. 

CBS-TV continues the leader for 
October, with $14.033.536, 
46.9°7. Web already has 
032,072 in the house for the first 
10 months, up 51.3% over 
|vear. NBC-TV trails with $12,.307.- 
403 for October, up 19.9%, and 
$100.541.824 for the first 
months, up 30.7°° over last 
Biggest gainer percentagewise 
ABC, up 69.3° for the month 
with $3,890,802 and 65.2°7 for the 
first 10 months with $26,584,163. 


| tion 
same 
down. 


the 
radio 
how- 


is 


the most comfortable position, its 
October billings of $2.502.439 be- 
ing down only 0.63°° from last 
vear and its 10-month total of 
$24.199.694 up by 0.1° over last 


year. Mutual was the biggest Oc- 
tober loser, its $1,570952 being 
28.1°° down ‘from last October. 
i|CBS’ $4.131,.628 is down 24.6% 
from last year, while its 10-month 
total of $45.567.675 declined 
11.4°%. NBC, though showing 


only a 21.7% drop in October with 
$2.735,080—less than CBS and Mu- 
tual decreases—is still the biggest 
loser in the 10-month returns, its 
$28,.106.616 representing a 26.3‘ 
drop trom the first 10 months 
1953. 
Total four-networks billings in 
tv are up 35.2 for the month, to 
Syme & 2. while the 10- 
month total of $254.425.834 is even 
higher, a 41.9°% increase. In radio, 
reverse, With the Octobe: 
total of $10,940,099 down 20.9 
from last year and the 10-month 
$115,.015.098 down average 
13.3° 


ol 


it’s the 


ot 


an 





RCA’s Double Divvy 


RCA declared an extra dividend 
of 25c per share as well as a quar- 


terly dividend of 25c per share on 
common stock, with both payments 
ready as of Jan. 24 to holders of 
record as of Dec. 17. 


Along with this, it was disclosed 
that future quarterly dividends 
will be paid by RCA on April, July 
October and January, meaning that 
payments will be coming a month 
earlier than before. 

The RCA board also set a divvy 
of T7leec per share on the firm's 
first preferred stock for the period 
Jan. 1 through March 31, '55. Pay- 
ments will be made in April to 
‘holders of record on March 14. 
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| DuMont-Westinghouse Deal in Pitt 
May Pair WWSW-WJAS on ‘V Merger 





Jan Murray Joins TY’s 
‘Comedy Is No Fun’ List 
As Hosnital Casualty 


Strain of television 
which hospitalized Milton Berle 
and Red Buttons a couple of weeks 
ago, has also put Jan Murray in 
the hands of the medics. Star of 
“Dollar a Second” collapsed at his 
home last week (2 
the ABC-TV quizzer was due on 
the air, and was rushed to a New 
York hospital for what the web 
described as “complete physical ex- 
haustion.” 

Bud Collyer subbed for Murray 
on the show, and there was no in- 
dication whether Murray would be 
back in time for this week’s seg- 
ment. Both Berle and Buttons had 
indicated before they were hospi- 
talized that the strain of doing a 


a day before 


live show had decided them on 
| switching to film next season. 
| There’s little likelihood, though, 
that Murray can do the same. 


Apart from the fact that he doesn’t 
have a property interest in ‘“Dol- 
lar’ that Berle and Buttons have 
in their shows, there’s the question 
of the spontaneity that would be 
lost by filming the audience partic- 
ipation quizzer. 


comedy, ' 


;hews 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 7. 
With sale of WDTV here by 
i\DuMont to Westinghuvuse for 


$9,750,000, insiders expect a mer- 
ger deal to be consummated any 
day now between WWSW _ and 
WJAS on their application for 
channel 11. one of the two remain- 
ing V's allotted to Pittsburgh. 
KDKA and Westinghouse also had 


applied for the channel, and of 
course their acquisition of chan- 
nel 2 eliminates them from the 


11 picture. 

If the merger goes through, and 
according to information available 
it seems likely, Pitt will get an- 
other V station far in advance of 
expectations. Before the DuMont- 
Westinghouse deal, it looked as if 
WDTV ‘¢t@he call letters are to be 
changed to KDKA-TV) might be 
the only operation locally for at 
least another fwo years. 

WWSW is owned by the Post- 
Gazette, morning daily, and WJAS 
by H. K. Brennen. A deal for a tv 
merger would mean that one of 
those two radio stations would 
have to be disposed of, and on 
basis of speculative calculations, 
it’s figured that the “For Sale” 
sign will go up on WJAS when and 
if the two remaining applicants for 
channel 11 get together. 

On the DuMont-Westinghouse 
front, Harold C. Lund will remain 
as general manager ef KDKA-TYV, 
Chris J. Wittting announced with 
of the sale. 
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In radio, ABC continues to show 
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We're a long-established, 
prosperous advertising agency in 
New York City, with an important 
list of clients. 


We're looking for a “hep” TV man 
with current TV billing. Jf you 

fill the bill, we'll make it irresistibly 
interesting to you financially. 


Here is an unusual opportunity to 

increase your tncome and work with 

congenial, competent associates in 
an agency known for its stability 
and integrity. 


Your reply will be held in the 


strictest confidence. Our staff 
has seen this ad. Address: 


BOX 2496 


VARIETY 
154 West 46th St., 
New York, N. Y. 
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VARIFTY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated and National Spot Film Chart 
-_ , 7 ad ; 
VARIETY’S weekly chart of ‘city-by-city ratings of syndicated. and na- time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 


tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities 
Cities will be r 


film shows listed in each case, and 


on a monthly basis. 


reported by American Research Bureau 
otated each week, with the 10 top-rated 
All 


their competition shown opposite. 


ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 


This VARIETY chart represents 


a’ gathering of all pertinent informa- 


tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, 
stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 


show in the specific market. 


Attention should be paid to time — day and 


time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor- 
respunding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv.), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 


(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quiz; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), 
women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 


tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national spot sponsor for whom the film is aired. 


















































TOP 10 PROGRAMS DAY AND OCTOBER SHARE SETS me TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 
AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 
MILWAUKEE Approx. Set Count—700,000 Stations—WTMJ (4), WOKY (19), WCAN (25 
E; EAOTROS ARID) «oo kos ea ss i & on eee eee Lg Ri | 7 eee i eee gee) RE O08 TARO ove Sas sole oy Ae ee i me | 
2. Colonel March (Myst)........ ty See fo ee Mon. 9:30-10:00 .. eee caida aeais « sez | Studio Ce he vs bs eo apee pene OS” 14.4 
a: Cinee Ba). re es SES eae \ SO ie ec: Ea Sat. 5:30-6:00 ree BERS = NE IPI, PROGR 6 5.5 us cctiee< seuss ) (ot 8 Se 2.1 
4. Lene WOlt (4G0). .26. 3 ceccess Lg i Fe WI 5g 5 din 8s ois 4 Os RR ACOO . 6 6 d:0 08-5 BIE oe Zorreseiavh .. BAAR . 30.2 | Real Estate Movie.......... \ 6) Se 1.9 
Se ee ee ee iy ME ss a ey Ae Sat. 5:00-5:30 err? oS eee eee | a a BOLO VRASy TUCKO) 2 os. cnc scans Sees WAY bs si> 00's 1.5 
6. Mr. District Attorney (Myst). a« Wid .. i ee ee Thurs. 10:30-41:00 i463. 2 ree | OR el 27.4 | Million Dollar Movie....... WEE ses os 3.5 
7. Ellery Queen (Myst) ee Se tPA . Fri. 10:30-11:00 21.5 (i, See ee 29.0 | Million Dollar Movie....... eS ae 5.2 
8. Racket Squad (Myst) ........ TE Gs oes i AR co Fee Pe Te Wed. 10:30-11:00 Rees ie <a \s OMe baste levenaie 28.5 | Million Dollar Movie....... WOES .Widts 6 5.4 
ON A e's i | ne as At. G:00-6:S0 |. view ices i "> er pe ee Pa ee 29.8 } Weather, Sorts Picture, News WTMJ ....... 13.2 
10. Wild Bill Hickok (W)......... sk Se PISMO: 4.5 626s Sat, TZ500- 12:80... cack. LO aoe Rae eerie 23:3:1 Magic TGAWIOEN. . 052. succes a) i’ a 0.8 
ALBANY-SCHEN’T’Y-TROY Approx. Set Count—310,000 Stations—WRGB (6), WTRI (35), WROW (41) 
1. Favorite Story (Dr) ........ Weer Sos 55 (i 5 WOE. CIOO-GOO bcb ns oa cs i eee ts oateurae . g2o {Ringside With HRassiers...... WIRE >. ..<0%-< 6.1 
2. Death Valley Days (W)........ WVIHIES 6.04 e108 McCann-Erickson. . Thurs. 7:00-7:30 ........ » i rre fe ee ere Ae we eed | I Ld ne : We 
; Kukla, Fran, Ollie..... fe re 2.2 
3. Superman (Adv) WRGB......... Flamingo......... Wed. 7:00-7:30 ..... 5 ae ae Eye. ty aia vote 39.6 News—John Daly........ WROW ...... es 
4. Kitran’s Kaleidoscope (Misc) ee YO OE ae SON; Pike ick we we x ered ae EOS eS M0.e CEMO KOUMOIOS, 5 oo. ev ewnlne Oem 2) ae 4.4 
5. City Detective (Myst) SA kr ‘ip = inka ‘etai'e < frmna teen tues. 10:30-18:00 .....2 BEE wisclave pe -0.8 8 — Ger 30-1 PebOD UNE MUSIC. (60. oie st sialeie of 8) ere 3.6 
6. Invitation Playhouse (Dr).....WRGB......... Tee Vee .... . Tues. 7:30-7:45 a | ee 26.2 | CBS News—D. Edwards..... Sn rte 1.7 
7. Foreign Intrigue (Dr) ........ WRGB......... Sheldon-Reynolds. Sun. 1:00-1:30 .......... (Sa ER axis care bene 22.8 
8. Sports Spotlight (Spts) WRGB... . MCA Bn: 6245-1500 = gcc is cae Le are WR hs seat 23.4 |Sunday Star Theatre....... WER, ..ceses OO 
8. Greatest Drama (Doc)........WRGB.. . General Te ler radio . Mion. 7:30-7:45 9... ca ee ae le as A 06 sve 5 aaa a S 1 tame S the Same. «66s. sess WHER ecnaas 5.0 
10. Crown Theatre (Dr) ...... |) ae ee oo. EEA ot Mon; 6:30-9:00 .os.<<0as BI Sos eye areas re ee 3 | Voice of Firestone......... 6. ere 40.0 
10. Amos ’n’ Andy (Com). Oe are UO re ee MiOn. B:00-9:S0 os 5.8 09-08. eT eee Oe kiciecnniee 33 Pe NE. civ o oat eects eee WEEE: 8 6 Si ies 41.7 
‘ Y a] e - . ’ > 
MEMPHIS Approx. Set Count—285,000 Stations—WMCT (5), WHBQ (13) 
1. Favorite Story (Dr)....... 7 1 SRE ae ar Wed. F:30-B:00 og cence BE see vies IE 60.6 |Godfrey & Friends......... WHEG? ose si 20.0 
i AOD Te WN ass wcaia reins & 08s Wm... NRE ara sBeie cotati ia te taay WEG T00-7 AO .4c5aos SORE: slate eo bie etiwiseete 60.0 | | Godfrey me PRIONGS.....scn6n ib ee 20.3 
3. Racket Squad (Adv) re oy ee ABC ‘RUGS. C000) . 5265 2 ee See 52.0 |U.S. Steel Hour............ WHBQ n> | 
4. Mr. District Attorney (Myst)... WMCT EEE orcasc a ain vatieae oe aces Wed. 9:30-10:00 ........ ME desis aia cases seus 50.1 | Blue Ribbon Bouts:.........., We... 0.04 26.3 
Bouts, Do You Know W hy. Wy Pee se a 04 14.9 
5. City Detective (Myst) ....... far MCA 5 ond cs DOD ROZSD 4s ces / ee re o OLR Wreeeine nds Kew sees MVTIBG) 25450. 14.8 
6. Ramar of the Jungle (W)...... i) > a TPA ee A | eS eee | Sr 40.0 | Meet Corliss Archer As... ee 135.2 
7. Liberace (Mus) OL ORAR WHBQ... Guild ... Mon. 8:30-9:00 = Ty ee Pan ree 64.6 | Robt. Montgomery Presents. WMCT ....... 40.8 
S. The Bateon (Ady)... 2... <..icc Wek: «* NS 5s Sssileie . oh UeS, 9°30-10200 oa. 6 esr ee ee 41.2 | Make Room for Daddy...... WHS? o. 6 esies 18.3 
9. Inner Sanctum (Myst)........ Jf a NS oar Sag Shean glare Wed. 8:00-8:30 ......00% sR A | - 60.6 | Kraft EV SCAU. 0b cacacs Ug. oe Sr 38.3 
10. Hopalong Cassidy (W)........ Pe 6 ses os os a ae SH. S:SOMDIOO 55 0's 00s is 4 Cy See EE ee SOUEIIN ows. , FG o's 4 0 o elwinions WHEG  seewss's 8.3 
SAN DIEGO, CAL. Approx. Set Count—250,0 stations—SNXT (2), KRCA (4), KTLA (5), 
? PI 0,000 Stations—\ery (6)? KEMB (8), KFSD (10) 
1. Mr. District Attorney (Myst). XETY.......... Ziv «PRIS. TeOOwEOe fo 36k ds 1S Pe WS om ae ar -- 64.1 | People in the News......... (2 Fe 17.6 
Local Newsreel.......... ge 12.7 
2. Superman (Adv)............. 0G ae PLamMinge i. css MON. 7:00-7:20 oc 0s ka OR xan wads OU icwsases 6 We Te i ok cdcesicccase + ) A 13.7 
3. Ramar of the Jungle (W).....XETV.......... 2 Ar er TUNE. T:00-7 80 ke ee ees ERS <6 eq) wnie a iD chee aiettiate we MB TOS ns ace oe kno cane Diy Se 20.2 
4. Liberace Giima)........crccers EES, «ow ested RENN oe ar rae yaa cele Me At oy Cer Pea oak a a BR estat Sate - 61.9} Ramar of the Jungle........ Soy 7) re 21.8 
5. Waterfront ¢Ady)............ ED cco d poe Oy RAs cores Bri. 130-0208 . 5 eck wed SEs acienars RS pS ee a +. ee 24.9 
6. Wild Bill Hickok (W)......... ae Flamingo......... Tues. 8:00-8:30 ......... + ORR aie RR 66.8|Red Skelton............... >) oe 17.1 
7. Cisco Kid (W)............. T° pee palling ana EE Tues. 7:00-7:30 ......... a Re ctate . 53.8 |Life With Father........... Te 11.7 
7. Amos ’n’ Andy (Com)......... 3 ee Ree cg skin a olelarn ate sy g Baby a $y oo |, | Ee ee Deis ssklnee 64.5 | Cavalcade of Sports........ Ee. é.ate 90 « 18.0 
8. Favorite Story (Dr) ......... Ter RR RS Fri. es Pee 2 OP | .. 66.9 {Big Story..... ; 5: pee 17.6 
9. Hopalong Cassidy (W)..... oy iy A NES te ss ada eee TOOFICOe wiepa 40s a0 1 be, EE AE it re - 64.5 | Cavalcade of Sports. a eae cies a ae 18.0 
T _ ’ a] ° r , 
PORTLAND, ORE. Approx. Set Count—180,000 Stations—KOIN (6), KPTV (27) 
1. Favorite Story (Dr)........... MME, cs ome cvias EE REET Re Mion. 8:30-9:00... .ccece: Ee eae © T4..ceeeese 86.1 | Monochro 
2. Waterfront (Adv) ............ Ly ey pai hed eb Thurs. 8:30-9:00 ...----. ee aebew ....... oslo ee 000s ON ans 
3. Amos ’n’ Andy (Com)......... SOME nds ieee Rs cateang dead Tues. 8:00-8:30 ......... Pree Oe icaies . 64.1|Milton Berle...............KPTV ....... 26.7 
4. Badge 714 (Myst)... ore Sp ers ee Mon. 7:00-7:30 ......-.. eee nee . 55.9|Studio One........... ger: Eeheros 20.2 
5. I Led Three Lives (Dr)... gape cc ecaal Tues. 9:00-9:30 ......... | Slept Me ccectea 55.9|D. Fairbanks Presents...... KPTV ....... 20.6 
6. City Detective (Myst) ......KPTV....... ++. cscs ake Thurs. 7:00-7:30 ........ a eee TS cea . 50.0 | Cisco Kid......... me Bata 19.2 
7. Death Valley Days (W).......KPTV........ ,.McCann-Erickson. .Wed. 10:30-11:00 ........ Rete NES .. 35.5| Oregon Football...........KOIN ....... 73 
7. Range Rider (W).......... [rere Re ace Tues. 7:00-7:30 ......... oT ee - ee ~~ I ee KPTV 120227 27.8 
9. Liberace (Mus) .......... KPTV ME. cavaaders Tues. 7:00-7:30 ......... ) PS GB. ..ccccce SIRI Range Rider .............. To ee 30.2 
10. Hopalong Cassidy (W)........ KPTV........-.NBC......s:.s00: Thurs. 6:00-7:00 .....-. NS cscina eae .+» 37.0/Art Linkletter.............KOIN .......10.6 
Jane Froman.........0¢: eet wie Pe ob 
HARRISBURG Approx. Set Count—170,000 Stations—W CAL (8), WOMB (27), WHP (35), 
WHUM (61), WTPA (71) 
1, Foreign Intrigue (Adv) WEES ss oa sle pats Sheldon Reynolds. .Thurs. 8:30-9:00 ....... 7 Ae SRR ear ee ° 9 | Clims 2 
2. Liberace (Mus).............. WORE. picciens = a erenean Wed. 7:00-7:30 eee iseceee ; 35:5 | Kubla Fran, Ollie. .. ‘io. pa iain: 33 
ii rad ue ais ; cn | News—John Daly........ WTPA .......-4.9 
3. Amos ’n’ Andy (Com).... WHP Watwen snes ( BS .. Sun. 8:00-8:30 .... DEM svcsece vs Mivescsas’ - 70.2 |\Comedy Hour—Milton Berle. WGAL ....... 24.6 
4. Janet Dean (Dr) ........ aa MPTV .». Mon. 8:30-9:00 nh a waa ats | RA - 68.4} Godfrey's Talent Scouts WGAL 35.8 
5. Crown Theatre (Dr).. A: ger aes are ei ..5un. 8:30-9:00 ..... Le ee eS 65.8 | Comedy Hour pea EAE, .. .. <. 26.2 
6. Mr. District Attorney (Adv)... WTPA.......... | ere: Wed. 9:30-10:00 | aes 24......... 66.0|Kraft TV Theatre......... NG ig oc 25.1 
6. Waterfront (Adv) .... SNES Can occas lL: ee . Sat. 9:30-10:00 ~~ Spepeamipan 27......... 564|Texaco Star Theatre........ AM: .icxs. 22.4 
8. Favorite Story (Dr) EPA. 6 cceses Ziv..... .. Tues. 8:30-9:00 Lees eS an6 \Miten Berle.......... WGAL ....... 34.9 
9. Death Valley Days (W)....... WGAL . McCann-Erickson. . .Sun.6:30-700 .......... RS cesses 37.8|/You Are There............ Eas cikas 115 
10. Meet Corliss Archer (Com)... WTPA.......-- OO ae Tues. 9:00-9:30 ......... ee RIEL 67.8 |Fireside Theatre..........,WGAL .......31.1 
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_ TAKING THEKIDS OUT OF KIDPIX 





Onward & Upward With ‘Vidpix Webs’ An 


Consummation of the deal y 


vhereby Westinghouse acquires 


WDTV in Pittsburgh from DuMont, may have the effect of bringing 


the outlet into the Guild Films- 


That was one of the prime topics 
ago between Guild prexy Reub K 


Vitapix vidpix network lineup. 
ot discussion a couple of weeks 
aufman and DuMont topper Ted 


Bergmann, but no conclusions were reached at those huddles. 


However, Westinghouse is one 


of the avid Vitapix members, 


with Westinghouse v.p. Joseph Baudino also Vitapix’s v.p. Group’s 
WBZ-TV in Boston is a Vitapix outlet and so is WPTZ in Phila- 
delphia. Also, with the WDTV negotiations out of the way, DuMont 


will be in a better position to d 
York and WTTG in Washington to 
of this happening are 
undoubtedly will reduce the sellin 
thereby leaving the two stations 
a film net affiliation. 


also increased 


icker a deal for WABD in New 
join the Vitapix lineup. Chances 
since the Pittsburgh sale 
g power of the DuMont network, 
more friendly to overtures of 











Republic Puts 27 Fe 


For $20,000,000, Into Video Release 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. + 

Republic’s “Diamond Group,” a 
block of 27 of the highest-budgeted 
films ever turned out by the valley 
studio, will be released to tele- 
vision next year. They represent 
a production outlay of more than 
$20,000,000. 

Pix, all made between 1940 and 
1948, carried budgets ranging from 
$600,000 to $1,250,000. Earl Col- 
lins, prexy of Rep’s tv subsid, Hol- 
lywood Television Service, will 
handle sales after the first of the 
year and hopes to peddle them on 
a regional basis. 

Only one of the 27 pictures is 
not in the Diamond group. “Bill 
and Coo,” bird picture made by 
Ken Murray at a cost of $475,000, 
was originally sold as a ‘‘sparkler.” 
Most of the studio’s top product 
included in the block buy have had 
reissues. 

Among stars appearing in the 
pictures to be sold to tv are Susan 
Hayward, Alan Ladd, Vera Ral- 
ston, Eve Arden, Dennis Day, Joe 
E. Brown, Judy Canova, Eddie Al- 
bert, Mona Freeman, James 
Dunne, Richard Arlen, Edward 
Everett Horton, Tito Guizar, Vir- 
ginia Bruce, Victor McLaglen, Ann 
Jeffreys and Freddy Martin. 
Among the pictures they appear 
in are “Change of Heart” (former- 
ly “Hit Parade”), ‘‘Brazil,” “In 
Old Wyoming,” “Earl Carroll 
Sketch Book,” “In Old Sacramen- 
to” and “Rendezvous With Annie.” 

Rep’s old releases have been 
shown on 275 tv stations. 


CBS’ Loud Blow 
On ‘Whistler’ Coin 


CBS Television Film Sales as 
week landed three key regional | 








deals on “The Whistler’ that | 
projects the series into 11 new} 
major markets. Deals were set 


With Hamm Brewing Co.., House- 
hold Finance Corp. and _ Block | 
id ae the latter directly with the 
irm, 


Hamm bought the series in Den- 


ver, Salt Lake City and Albu- 
querque. HFC picked it up in 
Kansas City, Milwaukee, Detroit 


and Cleveland. Block Drug deal 
‘firm has assigned the Grey agency 
to the account, incidentally) is for 


Cincinnati, San Diego, Syracuse 
and Providence. 
Meanwhile, the initial pactees 


for the show, Standard Oil of Cali- 
fornia and Lipton’s Tea, have set 


their alternate week sponsorship 
of the segment in seven Coast 


markets. Series goes into Los An- 
geles, Sacramento, San. Francisco, 
Seattle, Portland, Fresno and 
Bakersfield. 


Guild’s 10¢ Divvy 


Guild Films this week declared 
10ec dividend on its common 
hares. Divvy is payable Jan. 3 tc | 
a 


Stockholders of record as of Dec 
<U 








It’s the first such dividend Guild | 
iS paid, coming only little more | 
an two months after Guild be-| 
me a public corporation by float- | 
Its. 250,000-share over-the- 
unter issue. | 


atures, Produced 





NELSON-COHAN A DUO 
ON SANDRA VIDPIX CO. 


Jimmy Nelson and his personal 
manager, Louis W. Cohan, have 
formed Sandra TV 
tions to lens a new variety series 
starring the ventriloquist. Series 
will be titled “Jimmy Nelson 
Show” and will go into production 
in New York in January. Studio 
hasn't been set yet. 

Series will first be offered for 


national sale, then for syndication | 
if no national deal pans, with syn-| 


dication to be through an estab- 
lished distrib. Cohan is prez of and 
Nelson v.p. of Sandra’s Ventrilo- 
quist’s ABC-TV panel show, “Come 
Closer,” goes off next Monday (13). 


‘Authors Playh’se’ 
Nabs 4 CBS Rides 


“Authors Playhouse,” the Brew- 





ster Morgan-Eugene Solow tele- 
film series based on works of 


American writers, will get a tem-| 


porary network showcasing via 
CBS-TV starting this weekend. 
Web has signed for four of the 
films as an interim replacement 


for “Honestly Celeste” in Bristol- | 


Myers’ Sunday at 9:30 slot. 
“Playhouse” sale, incidentally, is 


a tipoff to the fact that the merger | 


between Music Corp. of America 
and United Television 


has been firmed even though 
papers haven't actually been’ 
signed. Sale to CBS-TV was made 


by MCA, but the property, which 
is shooting on the Gross-Krasne 
California Studios lot, has been 
repped up till now by UTP. Lat- 
ter has been showing it to agen- 
cies for a national sale, and has 


also been mulling syndication. 
Fact that representation on the} 
series was turned over to MCA 


is the first substantial indication 
that the merger deal 
through. 


First of the group of four, which | 


starts Sunday (12), is ‘Leave It to 
Hannah,” with Ethel Waters star- 
ring. 





‘China Smith’ Now Off 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Following agreement reached re- 
garding rerun coin due actors 
who worked in the first batch of 


“China Smith” telefilms, Screen} 
Actors Guild has removed pro- 
ducer Bernard Tabakin and his 


“Smith” series from its “unfair” list. 
Consequently, actors were notified 


ithey are now free to work for 
Tabakin. 

Meanwhile, the Guild placed 
Coleman Motion Pictures and 


Revnolds & Howe Film Associates 
of Cleveland on its “unfair’’ list 
and removed a Cleveland ad 
agency, Griswold-Eshleman Co ; 
from the list after it signed a Guild 


| pact. 


Film Produc- | 


Programs | 


has gone} 


VIEWE 


—a 


Telefilm syndieators and produc- 
ers are coming to the realization 
that there’s a strong untapped 




















- 





ning hours, a time period tradi- 
| tionally blocked out for the juve- 
| nile audience. With prime evening 
| hours becoming increasingly diffi- 
} cult to clear in the major markets, 


|distribs are now pitching that 6) controller for several months, mov- _and New Year’s. 
'contrast with the past pix pattern 
of slowing down for three weeks 


o’clock exposure for shows they 
and they're convincing sponsors 
and agencies who in the past 
wouldn't venture into pre-7:30 time 
that there’s an audience of adults 
to be had at dinnertime. 
Meanwhile, the shift to 
evening, necessitated by the night- 
time clearance problem, has cued 
some new thinking on the part of 
|} producers. If their ‘adult’ series 
|are to be sold in early evening 
time, some drastic budget revamp- 
ing is necessary because of the 
lower price range. While telepix 
|syndicators have no pat formula 
for market-by-market pricing of 
‘their product and there’s no direct 
ratio between price and_ station 
rates, the fact that a series is sold 
| for Class B or Class C time does 
bring the price down. Producers 
of high-budgeted kidshows 
{found this to be true, much 
| their sorrow when they started re- 


| 
' 
| 
| 
' 
j 


| estimating their market break-even | mat 
point. Trend to early evening will| ground. Guest artists will be used | «4. fast as a man finishes a pic- 
production analysis}in the half-hour films, along with | ‘ ; ‘ Set 


the | fashion 


|activate new 
on how 
| shows. 
Syndicators, though in the past 
| pitching the early evening hours 
for westerns and other juvenile 
product, have long suspected the 
| presence of an actual viewing adult 
audience but hadn’t researched it 
to the point where they could ac- 


to .reduce costs on 


audience composition. 
ever, CBS Television Film Sales, 


lated rating and composition stud- 
.les and find, for example, that the 
|6 to 7 p.m. weeknight audience 
|consists of more adults than chil- 
| dren, while the weekend audience 


tually make a pitch on the basis of | 





previously considered ‘adult only,” | 


early | 





; 
| 


| 
| 
| 


/soon as it’s ready. 


| 
| 
| 


Now, how- |! duce, 


along with other distribs, have col- | tribute. 


! 
| 
} 





Coast Vidpix Production So Busy, 


Have to Use Holidays 





Katz to Guild Films 


Aaron Katz is exiting Ted Ash- 
ley Associates, where he’s been 


| this 
| telefilm 


adult audience in the early eve- | active in the financing phase of ty 


and film production, to join Guild 
Films as treasurer. Katz moves| 
in later this week, taking over the 
financial end of the Guild opera- | 
tion, with John Mahon, who's been 


ing into second-in-command. 

Up to now, Jane Kaye, wife of 
prexy Reub Kaufman, has been 
acting as treasurer of the corpora- | 
tion. With the firm’s expansion 


|}and its tie-in with Vitapix, how- | 


ever, it was felt necessary to have 
a specialist in the post. 





Brisson to Sing 
For Supper Pix 


. . 
Carl Brisson this week signed a | 


five-year, $1,000,000 deal for a I 
pix series to be produced by North 
American Television Productions. | 


have | Skein will go into production next 
to | month 


: : 
for release in the spring. | 


Show will employ a musical for- 
with a supper club back- | 


features and_ interviews. 
Filming will be done initially in 
black-and-white, but North Amer- | 
ican prexy E. M. Glucksman said | 
that color pilot films would be shot | 
with the aim of going into tint as 
Series will be | 
shot at company’s New York stu-} 
dios. | 

While North American will pro- | 
it hasn’t yet been decided | 
whether the firm will also dis- 
NA’s other productions 
include “Tenth of a Nation” and |! 
“American Newsreel,”’ and while | 
active in production, it’s turned its | 
properties over to distrib compa- 
nies for sale. Singer-personality 


for the same period is even greater | Brisson had been talking a deal | 


in proportion of adults. 
Breakdown 

| CBS study, taken from 

| Pulse ratings for the period cover- 

ing January to June this year, 

show that the weeknight audience 


Tele- | it’s not known whether any dis- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


for 6-7 p.m. in multiple station 
markets consists of 26.8° men, 
29.1°o women, 9.7% teens and 
34.4% children. Totals come to 
(55.9% adults as compared with | 
| 44.19 children. In one- and two- 


station markets, the composition is 
| 27.7% men, 28.6% women, 9.8% 
iteens and 33.9% children, which 
totals to 56.3% adults compared 
|with 43.7°> teens and children. 
| Weekend figures for multiple sta- 
;}tion markets are 30.4% men, 
134.0°O women, 9.2% teens and 
| 26.4% children, or totals of 64.4% 
adults and 35.6% teens and chil- 
dren. In one- and two-station mar- 
kets, it’s 31.5% men, 35.6% wom- 
en, 8.5° teens and 24.4%_ chil- 
dren, totalling to 67.1% adults and 
32.9% teens and children. 
Same TelePulse period 
shows sets-in-use during the 6-7 
hours at levels from 25% to 35%, 
as compared with 35° to 60°% 
from the 8 to 10 period. While this 


by comparison with the prime eve- 
ning hours, the lower Class B and 
C ratecard in terms of time costs 
along with program price would 
compensate in terms of cost-per- 
thousand viewers. And with the 
| disclosures on audience composi- 
tion in those hours, it’s likely that 
{more and more advertisers will 
take advantage of them. 





Schenectady—Earle Jerris. form- 
er member of the Charlie Spivak 
and Art Mooney bands, began a 
hali-hour song and piano program 
on WRGB-TV here Monday (6). 
Jerris, who has also toured night 
clubs as a single, is telecasting 
thrice weekly. He joined the 
WRGB and WGY announcing staffs 
j last June, 





|on a public service basis via local 


Guild Films 
North 


with 
with 


before signing 
American, and while 


cussions have taken place since, 
it’s conceivable that Guild might 
take the property over for distri- 


bution. 
Vidpix Chatter 
New York 


Calvin Co. of Kansas City has 
produced a 20-minute color film on 
highway safety for the Caterpillar | 
Tractor Co., available to tv stations} 














Caterpillar dealers J. Milton, 


|Salzburg’s Award Productions lo-| 
cationed in Houston last week) 
shooting additional episodes in| 


‘color of the Jimmy Demaret show, | 


quarter-hour golf -and- celebrities 


|series...George A. Ottins, previ-' 


| 


also | 


ously supervisor of tv spots at 
Transfilm, upped to manager of the} 
v.Y. production outfit’s animation | 
department CBS Television's | 
film service dept. moved from its | 
W. 54th St. site into web’s 57th St. 
Production Center...Frank Baxter | 


‘inked by Fuller & Smith & Ross 
Sets-in-use comparison would make | 


| the early evening circulation suffer | 


SAG’s ‘Unfair’ List 


| Elizabeth” 


for Alcoa’s “See It Now’ commer- 
cial...Official Films v.p. Herman 
Rush back at homeoffice after 
four-week sales and supervisory 
jaunt... Betty White in from Coast 
last week for huddles with Guild 


Films prexy Reub Kaufman and 
program chief Larry Menkin on 


future formats on her “Life With} 
series Construction 
got underway last week on NBC’s| 
new film exchange in Englewood | 
Cliffs, N. J. 
Harry S. Goodman inked Ten- 
ney-King Productions of Denver as 
Rocky Mountain sales rep, largely 


to handle line of part stock, part 
“made to order” film commercials 

Thetis, Italo telefilmery, was 
launched with strictly Italian 


funds, equalling about $400,000 in 


American coin Richard H. Rog- 
ers to Sterling Sales, covering 
jsoutheast, ' 


| situation considerably, 


for Shooting 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. ; 

Usual year-end slump in theatri- 
cal film production will be offset 
month by steady, continued 
production, with employ- 
ment expected to remain high dur- 


ing the Christmas holidays as a 
result. 
Most of the telefilmeries are 


planning to shoot straight through | 
the holiday season, taking only a 
couple of days off for Christmas 
This is in sharp 


or more during the holiday season. 

At the Hal Roach Studios, for ex- 
ample, there’s a full tv sked 
straight through this month, with 
the lot near capacity, and employ- 
ment at a peak. A survey reveals 
pretty much the same story holds 
true at other vidfilmeries, such as 
Motion Picture Centre, American 
National. Studios, General Service 
and California studios. 

As an example of the current 
situation, highest employment in 
its history has been chalked up by 
IATSE film editors Local 776, with 
92° of its 1.200 members working, 
business agent John Lehners said. 

Lehners estimated that 50% of 
cutters now employed are with 
the major filmeries; 40° in tele- 
film companies, and 10% with in- 
dies. He stressed that vidpix have 
hypoed the union’s employment 
and _ said 
the overall scene looks very good. 


ture, he goes right to work on an- 
other assignment,” he added. 

IA Local 44, propmen’s union, 
had a 100% employment figure a 
few 
lull in pix production has cut that 
to 85%, according to B. C. (‘“Cap- 
py”) DuVal, business agent. Union 
has 2,800 members. 

Makeup Local 706 business agent 
Fred Phillips reports all the 370 
makeup members were employed 
three weeks ago, but since Nov. 22 
the percentage is down to about 
83°. Generally, makeup union 
employment is the best it’s been 
since the lush war years, with the 


; work evenly divided between pix 


and telepix, says Phillips. 


Dig ‘Em in Rome 
For Archeo Pix 


New series based on archeologi- 
cal discoveries is being produced 
by the newly-formed Ilca Produc- 
tions, firm headed by Dr. Paul 
Ilton, who’s a digger and a film 
consultant as well as a lecturer 





|and author. Dr. Ilton’s already shot 


two half-hours, has scripts on eight 


|more and synopses on the remain- 


ing 29. He’s currently dickering 
a distribution deal on the series, 
which is titled “It Came to Pass.” 

First two pix, shot in Rome, are 
“The Reflection,’ a murder story 
set in Egypt 6,000 years ago which 
traces the origin of cosmetics, and 
“The Inquiry.” a story on gambling 
in the Roman Empire in 30 A. D. 
and the first ‘“Kefauver’’ commit- 


tee. Films, shot on location in 
Rome, star John’ Sostini, an 
American actor there. Westbrook 


Van Voorhees narrates the pix. Dr. 
Iliton, who while in Rome wound 
the scriping of Titanus Studios’ 
production of “Last Days of-Sodom 
and Gomorrah” (tentatively slated 
for United Artists release here), 
said production on the series would 
resume in January in New York. 


Ginsburg’s Ad-Sales 
Post at Studio Films — 


Norman S. Ginsburg, who exited 
DuMont and WABD, N. Y., a few 
weeks ago after a couple of years 
as advertising-promotion chief at 
the web, has joined Studio Films 
as director of advertising and sales 
promotion. Studio’s current cata- 
log consists of the three-minute 
musical telescriptions and the up- 
coming all-Negro musical series 





weeks ago, but a temporary. 
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Screen Gems on Comm| Tint Spurt; 
Sets Agency Units, Mulls Canada Setup 


commer- + 


Screen Gems, whose 
cials activity has been steadily on 
the upbeat, is currently on a color 
blurb kick, with eight tinted spots 
in the works along with two in- 
dustrial color films. Mass of the 
commercial work is for film manu- 
faciurers, with five 90-sécond spots 
in production for Eastman Kodak 
for use in its “Norby” tint series, 
and two more in production for the 
competitive Ansco. 

On the industrial front, the Co- 





‘Ivy’ Story Pairing Set 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
“The Halls of Ivy” producer Wil- 


of “Ivy” telepix storywise, to be 

shown on consecutive piaydates. 
First of the two rolled last week 

at Motion Picture Centre, with 





lumbia Pictures telefilm subsid is 
{urning out a quarter-hour pic, 
tracing the his‘ory of color tv, for | 
RCA. which will use it on televi- | 
sion and in non-theatrical release. | 
Other industrial is a 30-minute job — 
on growth of tobaceo and cigaret | 
manufacture for Lucky S‘rike. SG 
i also turning out a one-minute 
tinted spot for Luckies featuring 
Dorothy Collins. 

Meanwhile, firm has laid out a 
plan for what it calls “personal- 
ized” service for aztency accounts 
and is also engaged in setting up | 
a Canadian commercial production | 
subsid in association with Canadian | 
interests. Ralph Cohn, v.p.-general | 
manager, along with Ben Beren- 
berg, eastern exec producer, and 
M. Peter Keane, technical director, 
are in Montreal this week laying | 
out the details on such a Canadian | 
setup, while sales v.p. John Mitch- 
ell is in Toronto corferring with 
CBC officials on the _ project. | 
Firm’s program series are. dis- | 
tribbed in Canada, and it’s deemed | 
desirable to have a commercial 
production service there as well. | 

“Personalized” service involves 
the assignment of one producer to } 
each agency using the firm for | 
commercials. Berenberg will head | 


up the unit producing for BBD&O, 
while Sonny Chalif will boss the 
Kenyon & Eckhardt unit. Two 
new producers have joined the 
firm in connection with the ex- | 
pansion involved, with Ben Blake | 
and Lee Goodman added, the lat- | 

as an associate producer on 
the BBD&O unit. James Kelly | 
has been added to the commercials | 
sales staff. 


Roland Reed’s N. Y. Arm 


Sets Howard as Head 


Roland Reed Productions has ac- 
quired a New York office, wiih 
Hampton W. (Hamp) Howard re- 
signing as Gotham rep for Gross- 
Krasne Productions to head the 
new setup. Howard will concen- 
trate on sales of commercials and 
industrial pix (of which the Reed 
unit has produced some 690 in the 
past). He’s also exploring possi- 
bility of setting up an eastern 
production unit for commercials 
and the public relations films. Pro- 
gram representation will stay 
Status quo, with a number of out- 








fits handling sales of the Reed} 

. ' 
properties, 

Howard joined Gross-Krasne 


about a year ago after several 
years as head of his own firm, Spe- | 
cial Purpose Films. Prior to that, | 
he was officer in charge of the 
Army’s Overseas Motion Picture 
Service. Before the war, he was a 


publicist for Paramount. | 

It’s not known whether Gross- | 
Krasne will replace Howard in 
N. Y., in view of the takeover of 
its United Television Programs by 
Music Corp of America and the 
corollary production deals _in- 
volved. 





Pacey to Sonnenberg 

Jack Pacey former publicity and 
public relations chief at ABC is 
joining the Benjamin Sonnenberg 
Olfice, Pacey, who checked in 
with the N. Y. firm this week. is 
still holding down publicity chores 
for Television Burezu of Advertis- 
ing on a temporary basis, with pos- 
sibility of bringing that account 
into the house. 


Pacey left ABC in the web's 
mass personnel] lop off in Septem- 
ber atler several years with the 


network 





MOTION PICTURE Fi.CDUCER 
10 years’ experience, in ihe United 
States and Europe, in the production 
of feature films, covernment films, 
film progtams for to'ev rind iste 
vision commercials. Have c nsiderable 
writing and cutting room e ‘per.ence 
Will submit resume. 


Write Box V. 280, Variety, 154 W. 
mn 8... B. ¥. G6. 











| 








, yarn. 


Ronald and Benita Colman star- 
ring, William Cameron Menzies 
megging the first, and Norman Z. 
MacLeod the second. 

“Faculty Follies” is name of the 
Frank Jenks, 
Bryan, Herbert Butterfield, 
Wickes, Paul Smith, Rex Evans and 
Fred Grimes round out cast ot 
“Follies,” which concerns a fund- 
raising affair sponsored by faculty. 





‘Arch’ Tipoff to Large 

Pix Product Audience 
Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Strong argument that there's still 
a huge audience for fresh feature 
film product was registered last 
month on WGN-TV’s Sunday night 
showcasing of “Arch of Triumph.” 
Charles Boyer-Ingrid Bergman 
starrer score a 34.6 ARB tally to 


|lead the pack of 4ocally-sponsored | 


entries. 
“Arch” is one of the bundle of 
General Teleradio distributed Bank 


;of America pix, being underwritten 
(on WGN-TV 


by car dealer Jim 


Moran. 


Libby-McNeill’s 30 Pix 


General Teleradio pacted with 
Libby, McNeill & Libby for sole 
sponsorship of the 30 features in 
the Bank of America package in 
all Canadian markets. It’s the first 
time in tv history that any spon- 





|sor has bought sole identification 


with feature films, and it’s under- 
stood GT is seeking to bind similar 
deals on a regional basis within the 
w.. 6. 

Libby already has picked up air 
time in 14 Canadian markets, with 
time expected on the several other 
stations in due course. 





McDonald to Direct 26 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Frank McDonald has inked a 


| deal with Italian Films Export to 


direct 26 “The Three Musketeers” 
vidfilms in Rome, with production 
due to begin in mid-January. 
Jeffrey Stone stars in the series, 
produced by Ralph Serbe, and to be 
distributed by Official Films. Mc- 
Donald, who is winding his pact 


with William F. Broidy, leaves 
Dec. 18 for N. Y. and Rome to 
prep the telefilms. Deal was set 


by Norman Brokaw of the William 
Morris agency. 





Telepix Followup 








PEPSI-COLA PLAYHOUSE 
(Desert Reckoning) 

Retribution is an old-saw theme, 
but here it’s been developed well 
hrough to give the viewer a fair 
shake for his dialing. Paul Landres’ 
direction builds the Fenton W. 
Earnshaw-Sid Swirsky teleplay to 
a logical climax, and the three pro- 
tagonists give meaning to their 


'roles, 


Action 
route to 
develops 


unravels when a plane, en 
the States from Mexico, 
engine trouble and sets 
down in the desert. In the plane 
are two partners, who sold their 
Mexican air freight line for $80~- 


000, and a gal, in love with one of | 


them. Pilot of the small plane 
pulls a gun on his partner, de- 
manding the payment check, but 


the other, tipped off by femme not 


to trust the pilot, has taken the 
rotor out of the engine, which 


makes the takeoff impossible. Vio- 
lent conflict ends when pilot breaks 
his leg after deciding to hike back 
to civilization, and is left to his 
fate as a rescue plane appears 
Whitfield Connor, as pilot, and 
Ross Ford, who can’t fly but knows 
enough about an engine to remove 


a vital part, are satisfactory in 
their respective characters, and 
Jaclynne Greene makes the most 


of her role. Polly Bergen gets all 

dressed up for her three sviels 

about the merits of Pepsi-Col». 
Whit. 


For Consec Playdates. 


liam Frye is tying together a pair | 


Arthur Q.| 
Mary | 





George Shupert 


{President of ABC Syndication) 


has some interesting views on 


The Path of 
Syndicated Film 


* * * 


an interesting editorial feature in 
the upcoming 


49th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 











Jack Paar’s Four For 


The Jack 


“Morning Show” on CBS-TV has 
lured a quartet of new bankrollers. | 


CBS-TV ‘Morning’ Course. 


Paar - ringmastered 


Rexall Drug is down for three par- | 


itictpations on full web 
| Feb. 15. (Order takes in 


starting | 
“Pano-|. 


‘rama Pacific,” Coast version of 


program.) 
|inked two-a-week 
Thursday (2). 


starting 


Eastco, for Clearasil, 
last | 
Campbell Cereal is | 


‘in for a weekly alternating pair on | 
| midwest portion, over a seven-week 


span. Western Union is also down 


} 
| 


for two and includes ‘‘Panorama,” | 


| Dec. 23-24. 

It was reported last week that 
the commercial screening wing of 
‘one of the web’s owned-and- 


| operated stations had _ tentatively 
|nixed the Eastco Clearsil order. 
| Product is a skin ailment “van- 
‘isher.”” Question may arise as to 


| operated autonomy in the case of a 
“not acceptable” commercial. 





New Telepix Shows 








/' THE WHISTLER 

|With Howard Duff, Martha Vick- 

|_ ers, others 

| Producer: Joel Malone 

|Director: William H. Claxton 

| Writers: Malone, Adrian Gendot, 
others 

'39 half-hours 

Distrib: CBS-TV Film Sales 

Penchant:-of syndicators for who- 

;dunits has resulted in an oversup- 

‘ply of the crime shows in that mar- 

|ket, along with a tendency of each 

|show to resemble the next. It’s be- 


‘come a sort of stereotype, with the | 


‘station filmbuyer or the agency tv 


| 
; 


Fe 


| 





} 





director now able to blindfold him- | 


self, reach into the grabbag 
come up with one as equally sat- 
\isfactory as the next. One can’t pin 
ithe blame on the syndicators too 
much, since the thriller-diller has 


/been a radio-tv staple, but the ex-| 


isting situation is still one of their 
own making. 

CBS Television Film Sales has a 
couple of advantages over the rest 
of the field in “The Whistler.” Se- 
ries has a long track record as a 
radio property, for one thing. For 
another, CBS has extracted the 
best of the long string of radio 
scripts for conversion into tele. 


and ; 


| 
| 


‘ | sented Joni James with a plaque as 
| the practical meaning of owned-&- | 


= =z 


From the Production Centres 


Continued from page 26 











— 
for year around farm safety promotion... Jim McGovern, former 
WDGY radio news director and announcer, and recently with KGTV, 
Des Moines, and WISN, Milwaukee, named news director of KEYD 
| tv and radio here ... Minneapolis Ad Club to have Bob DeHaven, 








| WCCO personality, at mike for Christmas party for 10th consecutive 


year. He'll also emcee U.S. Veterans’ hospital Xmas party and come 
/mentate Tchaikovsky's ‘Nutcracker Ballet” for Minneapolis and Duluth 
Symphony orchestras for second straight year . . . Jeanne Arland Peter- 
son, WCCO thrush, visited by stork. It was a girl. Dad is Willie Peter- 
son, WCCO pianist ... Matthew J. Culligan, NBC-TV national sales 
manager, addressed Minneapolis Sales Executives Club’s Midwest Con- 
ference here. At same meeting Sylvester C. (Pat) Weaver, NBC presi- 
' dent, was seen and heard over closed circuit tv from New York. Both 
painted a glowing picture of tv’s increasing advertising potential. 


'IN BOSTON... 


John McNulty, Northeastern Airlines flight superintendent killed in 
crash at Berlin, N.H. last week, formerly handled a deejay show at 
indie WJDA ... Richard F. Hartnett, ex-sales rep for Eastern Airlines, 
has joined the WEEI sales staff . . . Ben Gross, New York News radio 
editor, was slated as guest speaker at joint meeting of the Radio-TV- 
Advertising Execs Club and Advertising Club at the Hotel Statler 
yesterday (Tues.) . . . Joe Tobin has ankled the sales staff of WCOP 
and plans to enter the tv field. Tobin and his wife, Eileen. Bell, con- 
ducted a husband-and-wife chatter show over WCOP for several months 
. Francis W. Hatch, BBD&O veepee, has been named chairman of 
next year’s Greater Boston Red Feather Campaign. 


IN PITTSBURGH .. . 


Automobile sponsor of 8-8:15 segment of Rege Cordic’s show on 
KDKA, has renewed for another 26 weeks Infant son born to 
Moe and Norma Woolsey, lived only two days. Woolsey was a director 
here at WDTV before he left to join a tv station in Bay City, Mich. 

. Ed Schaughency, of KDKA, will m.c. first anniversary party of 
Circus Saints & Sinners in William Penn Hotel Friday (10) when 
Jimmy Finks, quarterback of pro Pittsburgh Steelers, is “the fall guy” 
. . Jim Thompson now doing hour-long hillbilly record program on 
KQV Saturday afternoons at 2 preceding the new Joe Mann wax session 
from 3 to 6... Kenny Walborn started his 19th year on the KDKA 
engineering staff... Pat O’Connell, featured on Katharine Copeland’s 
“Be My Guest” Thursday afternoons on Channel 2, is also p.a. for 
Western Pennsylvania Institute for the Blind ... Margaret Firth and 
Marlene Gornall begin shooting “It’s Fun to Reduce” telepix for Guild 
Films in New York on Dec. 17... Jay Michael, WCAE deejay, pre- 
being the vocalist whose platters 
are most requested on his program. He gave it to her when she was 
in town last week plugging her new MGM waxing, “When You Come 
of Age.” 


IN ALBANY-SCHENECTADY ... 


Staff additions and changes at WTRI-TV include: announcer Hank 
Maloy, doubling from WTRY, to handle “Late News” nightly; Frank 
Allen and Tom Gibson, for the production crew; Ray Gilbard, promoted 
from floor manager to staff director; Sue Schuster, for the publicity 
department, and Margo Benjamin, receptionist . . . George Miller is 
again play-by-playing the RPI hockey games over WPTR, while Steve 
Davis is doing the commentary to highlights of filmed half-hours (de- 
layed) over WTRI-TV ... “Ski Report,” by WTRI sports director Steve 
Davis, is a new Thursday evening program on WRGB-TYV ... John 
Eaton and Leo McDevitt are new announcers at WPTR. Eaton is a 
graduate of the Syracuse U. Radio Workshop. 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


Two new flacks named are George Franklin Way 4th to WTAM- 
WMNK, succeeding Bob Horan, who becomes news editor, and Pete 
Lee, named publicity-promotion head at WJW ... Sohio’s radio voice, 
Bill Tompkins, deer-hunting in Pennsylvania, with Robert Waldrop 
taking over the WTAM stint ... Waldrop also named as weekend WGAR 
announcer along with Bud Wendell . . . NBC's assistant general man- 
ager Bill Davidson back from Florida hiatus . . . Louise Winslow doing 
woman’s show on WICA ...WTAM disker Joe Mulvihill selected by 
Heart Assn. as member of “12 Team National D.J. Committee” ... 
Bill Mayer will take over emcee chores on WTAM Bandwagon stint 
when Johnny and Betti Andrews vacation in New York ...WGAR’s 
Reg Merridew and Lloyd Wingard off sick list .. . Ex-WHK announcer 
Alan Jenkins, has joined Northeast Airlines ... WERE added Joyce 
King and Leonard Adams to sales ... Mel Horace, ex-WXEL news 
cameraman, setting up tv news, special events film unit at Produce 
tions on Films 


\IN DALLAS... 


Janet King, 16, is new staff vocalist for WFAA ‘Early Bird” break- 


And finally, it’s being produced as; fast show. Highschool junior was selected from over 100 auditioners 


a medium-budgeter, which allows 
|Film Sales to price it a notch be- 
low the average. 

As result, Film Sales should do 
fairly well with the vehicle, which 
jalready has been set on the Coast 


via Lipton Tea. Combination of 
good scripts, better-than-average 


yxroduction values attained with a 
arge proportion of location shoot- 


ing, 


as stars should project the series 
as an acceptable mystery vehicle 
for local stations and_ sponsors. 


| ayem across-the-board show 
| tor, slated for Jan. 27 address to Dallas Salesmanship Club 


and the use of medium names! 


One other factor of importance in} 


sensitive areas—producer Joel Ma- 
lone and CBS have 
avoided the use of physical vio- 
lence in shooting the show, and that 


painstakingly | 


can count heavily in areas where, 


there are militant self-made 
sors among the audience. 

Segment caught, “Letters 
Aaron Burr,” stars Howard Duff as 
an ex-con who stumbles onto a 
racket involving the sale of forged 
manuscripts and cuts himself in. 
Yarn by Malone and Adrian Gen- 
dot unravels at a leisurely but not 
dull pace, and the final ironic twist 
at the end is a good one. Duff does 
nicely as the ex-con, and Martha 
Vickers is attractive as the runner 
of the racket. Supporting cast is 
good, and ditto William H. Clax- 
ton’s direction, 

Show can be slotted in just about 
any time, from early evening kid- 
pix slots to the late-night hours, 

Chan, 


cen- 


from | 


' 


| 
| 
| 


‘ 
} 


| ized 


| 


}more than $375,000. 
| toys throughout the year, 


..+ KGKO will carry all Southern Methodist U. basketball games play- 
by-play .. . KRLD-TV staffers honored by Kiwanis Club with plaque 
for raising over $5,000 via a tv auction for the Pilot Institute for Deaf 
Children ...-Rosemary Johnson new femcee of “Ladies First.’ WFAA 
... Barry Wood, NBC special events direc- 
... Deejay 
Bob Mitchell switched from KGKO to KLIF ...KRLD bowed “Top 
Twenty,” new nightly platter show with Ed Whitis spinning ... Variety 
Broadcasting Co., (KIXL and KIXL-FM), declared a 10° annual divi- 
dend. Stockholders include Greer Garson, Tyrone Power, Robert Taylor, 
William Holden, Tony Martin, Lee Segall and local businessmen. 


IN OMAHA ... 


Dick Chapin, manager of KFOR, Lincoln, and Jack McBride of U. 
of Nebraska’s new outlet, KUON-TV, addressed Nebraska Council for 
Better Education last week ... Singer Betty Cox, who now has a new 
east coast tv morning show, ‘‘Look Up and Live,” in town between 
planes ...KVTV, Sioux City, bringing in Ed Sullivan and his “Toast 
of the Town” Thursday (9) to City Aud there. Profits will go to Wood- 
bury County Society for Crippled Children building fund ... Lyle 
Richardson handling play-by-play of Creighton, Omaha U., and local 
highschool basketball games for KBON ... Dick Nesbitt, former Drake 
and Chicago Bears football player, named sports director of KSTP, 
Minneapolis, succeeding Jack Horner, effective Dec. 13 ... Bud 
Makinster, announcer at KGFW, Kearney, suffered a torn knee carti- 
lage and will be hospitalized two weeks ... Denver bowling proprietors 
_— launched a new tv competition series over KOA-TV Sundays at 

p.m. 





Cincinnati—Ruth Lyons, WLW-| Des Moines—Donna DeCamp, 


|TV personality, is conducting her | former film supervisor for WOI- 


eighth annual pitch for hospital-} TV, Ames, Iowa, has been named 
children in Ohio, Kentucky | television director of the Cary-Hill 
and Indiana. Funds raised by herj advertising agency, Des Moines. 
appeals in previous years totaled} She'll be in charge of tele pro- 
They supply | grams, spot announcements and 
\ film activities. 
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SPA, MPPA Joming Legal Appeal 


To Get Royalties 


Importance of the Marks Music+¢ 
appeal against the N. Y. Federal 
Court ruling that mechanical royal- 
ties are not payable on pre-1909 
copyrights is cuing both the Song- 
writers Protective Assn. and the 
Music Publishers Protective Assn. 
to enter the case on Marks’ side as 
amicus curiae or friends of the 
court. Marks dropped the origi- 
nal decision earlier this year in its 
action against Remington Records 
to collect royalties on the oldie, 
“In the Good Old Summertime.” 

Both the MPPA and SPA, in 
their petitions to enter the case 
as amicus curiae, declare they are 
not involved in the specifics of the 
Marks vs. Remington suit, but 
want to discuss the general ideas 
underlying the case. MPPA, | 
through its attorney Sidney Wm. | 
Wattenberg, and SPA, through its 
attorney John Schulman, jointly 
applied to the Federal Appellate | 
division for the right to present 
briefs in the case. 

Both the SPA and MPPA will 
seek to establish that mechanical 
royalties should be paid on tunes 
written before the Copyright Act 
of 1909. Basic contention of pub- 
lishers in such situations is that, 
even if the song itself is in the 
public domain as far as mechani- 
cals are concerned, the later ar- 





rangements are entitled to full pro- 


tection of the copyright statute. 


on Pre-1909 Tunes 


Dean of Britain's Tin Pan Alley 


Lawrence Wright 
sees 
Pop Music as the Best 
Anglo-U.S. ‘Diplomat’ 


Ss... @ * 





one of the many byline pieces in 
the forthcoming 


49th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 





DIME PRICE HIKE 
[2 FINAL BLOW 




















Capitol Aims For 
‘Lover Carbon In 
Gleason on TV 


Capitol Records is banking on! 
lightning striking twice on tv. 
Label will try to duplicate the! 





The original court’s ruling af- 
fects royalty payments on all! 
tunes written“ 
1909 when the two 28-year terms 
of copyright protection were es- 
tablished. All tunes written be- 
fore 1898 are already in the public 
domain. 


Fred Rose, ‘Berlin Of 
Country Music,’ Dies 
In Nashville at 57) 


Fred Rose, who died last week | 
(1) in Nashville at 57, was one of | 
the most successful 
writers in the hillbilly music field. 
Often referred to as “the Irving | 
Berlin of country music,” Rose be- 
gan his career as an ASCAP writer, 
but in the past decade his major 
publishing activities were 
the BMI banner. 

His firm, Acuff-Rose, launched in | 
1942 with hillbilly singer Roy 
Acuff, has racked up more than 
10 000 sheet copy sales with 

1,300,000 sales credited to “Ten- 
nessee Waltz.” His son, Wesley, 
will continue operation of the firm, 
as well as Milene Music (ASCAP) 
and Hickory Records, which was 
formed last year. 

A tunesmith in his own right, 
Rose also was noted 
doctor. It’s understood that he nur- 
tured a flock of tyro writers, fixing 
up their songs and 

(Continued on page 46) 








Rosa Ponselle Comeback 


Via New Victor Platter | 


onetime leading | 
retired | 


Rosa Ponselle, 
Met Opera soprano 
about 20 years ago 
her career 
via wax. RCA Victor 


who 
at the height of 


in her 
under’ the 


cently recorded 
Balttmore 
Supervision, 
Decision to 
mercial 


diskery’s 


make a new 
disk follows Miss 


com- 
Pon- 


selle’s recent success with a pri-| 


vate set she made in behalf of the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra 
fund campaign. 


MGM Inks Longhairs 


MGM Records bolstered its long- 
halr roster last week with the pact- 





ing of pianist Lenore Engdahl and 


maestro Arthur Winograd. 


Miss Engdahl’s initial release, a. 


collection of modern piano pieces, 
1S set for release early in Febru- 
ary. Winograd already has cut 
a series of chamber 
works, Latter 
in January, 


between 1898 and | 


publisher- | 


under | 


as a song-'! 


| OUT SOON! 


taking no} 


. is making a comeback | 
is issuing an | 
LP platter of songs which she re- | 
home in} 


orchestral | 
package is due late | 


impact of the video plug on Joan ' 
Weber’s Columbia etching of “Let | 


Me Go, Lover” over CBS-TV’s| 

“Studio One” a couple of weeks 
| ago with its Bob Manning slice of | 
“My Love Song To You” on Jackie 
Gleason’s show (CBS-TV) Satur- 
day (11). 


ten for the program by Roy Aifred 
and Al Frisch, will be an integral 
part of the show (Gleason and Art 
Carney will play the writers of 
the song), and it will wind up with 
the airing of the Manning etching. 


Diskery is going on the hook for 
|lots of coin on the platter. It was 
/cut last Friday (3) and 200,000 rec- 
|ords are being pressed and shipped 
around the country so they’ll be in 
| the retailers’ hands when they 
open for business the Monday fol- 
lowing the tv plug. Cap also is 
prepping a heavy’ exploitation 
campaign to push the platter’ s tv 
preem. “If it doesn’t happen,” one 
| Cap exec said, ‘we'll just 
have to eat those 200,000 disks.” 


Tune, incidentally, is being pub- 
lished by Songsmiths, Gleason’s 





/ publishing operation. 


Tune, which was especially writ- | 


The oldstyle 78 rpm disks, which | 
| have been steadily declining in the 
single field in favor of the 45 rpm 
| Platters, will probably be knocked | 
;out of the box completely next 
year due to a now-considered in-| 
|evitable change in the industry’s 
pricing setup. In line with current 
|thnking of some major company | 
execs, it’s expected that the price 
of the 78s will go up from 89c to 
| about $1 sometime in 1955. | 
| While the 78s are going up, the 
45s will hold the line at 89c. Thus, | 
\the slow speed platters will not 
only have the convenience of un- | 
breakability, portability and easy 
storage, but will also be cheaper. 
|At the present time, the 45s are 
forging ahead of 78s in the single, 
| field and with the price differential 
|operating, it’s expected that the | 
45s will quickly assume an over- | 
whelming dominance to the pont 
where some companies may sus- 
{pend the manufacture of 78s al 
together. 

Major factor in the ery 
; price increase on the 78s by some | 
|companies is the increased cost of | 
| production. As the 78s decline in | 
importance, their unit cost of pro- | 
duction rises and will continue to | 
{rise until their final demise. | 

Industry execs will not be sorry | 
}to see the end of the 78s and the} 
|establishment of a two-speed basis | 
| in the wax market. With 45s domi- | 
nant in the pop field for singles | 
;and albums via the EP sets and | 
‘the 33 rpm LPs firmly entrenched 
jin the longhair market, dealer in- 
| ventory problems will be enor- 
| mously eased. 
| Boost in the 78 rpm price, if and 
|when it’s executed, will also en- 
courage the sale of new phono- 
graph equipment. It’s expected 
that customers, who are still stick- 
ing to the 78s, wll switch to the 
new speeds to cash in on the sav- 
ings. 


CECIL THE SERPENT 
READIED FOR WAXING 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Cecil the Seasick Serpent and 
his pals are finally going to be 
available on wax. 

Decca set a deal over the week- 
end for a long term kidisk pact 
| with Bob Clampett, originator of | 
ithe local television show, “Time | 
for Beany.” Layout is one of the 
highest-rated moppet video pro- | 
grams on the air and deals cur- 
rently are in the works for national | 
distribution of the program. 








| 








'ASCAP Distributes 


Special $1,000,000 


Melon Earned on O’seas Performances 





Songsmith 


Pat Ballard 


has his own Ideas of 


How Not to Be 
A Songwriter 


* * * 


an interesting byline piece in the 


49th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


+ Writer and publisher members 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers re- 
ceived a big year-end windfall last 
week with a special distribution of 
foreign income. Dividend amounted 
to about $1,000,000 and will be 
followed shortly by ASCAP’s usual 
fourth-quarter payoff, which is, 
expected to top $4,000,000. 

Foreign money covers the 1951- 
53 period from England, Australia, 
France, Germany, Holland, Portu- 
gal, Switzerland and several South 
American countries. This coin is 
collected by the foreign perform- 
ing rights societies and is then re- 
mitted to ASCAP. Most of the coin 
comes from the exhibition of U.S. 
pictures abroad. 














Henri Rene Going 


Back to Coast As 
RCA A&R Head 


Henri Rene, RCA Victor musical 
director who has been stationed 
in New York for the past two years, 
| will return to Hollywood early next 
{year to take over the post of Vic- 
tor’s artists and repertoire chief on 
the Coast. Rene replaces Harry 
yeller, who exits the company to 
direct a series of tv films to be 
made by the Ames Bros. 

Rene, in effect, will be resum- 


iing the functions he gave up when 


he came east in 1952. He will be 
Coast a&r chief of all Victor de- 
partments, from pop through hill- 
billy. He will report to Joe Carl- 
ton, Victor’s overall pop a&r head, 
in N. Y. 

In addition to his a&r duties, 
Rene will also continue to record 
with his studio orchestra. An im- 
portant segment of Victor artists, 
such as Dinah Shore, Tony Martin 
and Phil Harris, work on _ the 
Coast and will cut under Rene’s 
direction. Geller was brought into 
the company by Carlton, who 
worked with him while Carlton was 
a&r chief of Mercury Records. 

Rene went to the Coast over 
the weekend for conferences with 
Carlton there and will remain there 


for several days. He will probably 


return to N. Y. the end of this 
week to begin clearing his desk. 








mo 
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NEW YORK 36 
154 W. 46th St. 


Forms closing shortly 


HOLLYWOOD 28 
6311 Yucca St. 


The 


49th Anniversary Number 
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Copy and space reservations may be sent to any Variety office 
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Splitup of the foreign coin. be- 
i/tween ASCAP writers and pub- 
lishers is highly complex, with each 
'writer and publisher being pai@ 
| off on actual performances abroad. 
‘In addition, some U.S. publishers 
| have deals with foreign firms or 
affiliates to collect the perform- 
i/ance money, so that they would 
‘not share in the current ASCAP 
distribution. In any case, the 
$1,000,000 melon is understood to 
be largest foreign dividend ever 
| distributed by ASCAP. 
| ASCAP’s domestic revenue Is 
| split evenly down the middle for 
| allocation to writers and publishers 
under their own payoff systems. 


Andrews Sis May Stay 
As Duo Depending On ., 
Aussie Aud Reaction 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

The future of the Andrews Sis- 
ters may be determined during a 
current 11-day trek in Australia. 
Maxene and LaVerne Andrews are 
working Down Under as a duo, 
sharing billing with Billy Daniels 
in a unit set up to play dates in 
Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane. 
They’re getting a flat $25,000 for 
the tour. 

Sisters have a tentative deal with 
British singer Dorothy Squires to 
join the act next year, replacing 
Patti Andrews who has gone out as 
a single. However, the deal has 
not been finalized and will not be 
finalized until Maxene and La- 
Verne return from Australia. 

Meanwhile, sisters are paying 
careful attention to Aussie audi- 
ence reaction in an effort to de- 
termine whether they have a strong 
potential as a dug. If the reaction 
is good, the deal with Miss Squires 
probably will not be finalized ard 
the Andrews Sisters will hence- 
forth work as a pair. 


Sacks Better, Attends 
Atlantic City RCA Meet 











| Atlantic City, Dec. 7. 
Manie Sacks, RCA vice-prexy 
and general manager of the disk 


| division, exited the Albert Einstein 

Medical Center in Philadelphia 
| last weekend in time to attend the 
| RCA meetings in Atlantic City 
|this week. Meetings of all the 
RCA consumer products division 
convened yesterday (6) and will 
run to Friday (10). 

Robert Seidel, exec vice-prexy 
over consumer products, will pre- 
{side at several of the sessions of 
the field staffers. It’s the first time 
that the disk staffers are meeting 
jointly with other RCA depart- 
ments, such as radio-tv, phono 
equipment, airconditioners, ranges, 
etc. 





Shaw’s European 0.0. 


Arnold Shaw, veep of Hill & 
Range Songs, is flying to Europe 
with his wife this Friday (10) for 
a month’s holiday. 

“Of course I won't shut off my 


fears,” says the music man, “and 
if we hear anything worthwhile 
for America in Madrid, Rome, 
Paris and London, naturally we'll 






































{act pronto,” 
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The Four Lads: “Two Ladies In 


De Shade Of De Banana Tree”-|tune jumps in a blend of r&b and 
| Latin beats and the lyric is catch- 
{ing, especially as Miss Young belts 
from the legit produc- | it. 


“Dance Calinda”’ (Columbia). “Ba- 


nana Tree,” 
tion of “House Of Flowers,” is | 
one of the cleverest numbers of | 
the year and should stir plenty | 


of attention via its catchy melody | 
Lads give | 
humorous 


and smart lyrics. Four 
it an appropriately 
workover with a harpsichord back- | 
ground. Reverse is a good tune 
with a voodoo theme. 


Richard Maltby Orch: “Star Dust | 
Instrumental | 


Mambo” - “Strictly 
(Label X). Richard Maltby found 
the payoff formula on his previous 
“St. Louis Mambo” slice and fol- 


lows up with a mambofied version | 
| Gloria 


that could even be 
Maltby works with 
arr angements | 


Dust” 
entry. 
danceable 


of “Star 
a bigger 
poHte, 








Best 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD. 


| to churn out 


| with 
| Gloria De Haven: 











potent commercial bracket. The 


“Hearts Of Stone” is a solid 
hillbilly-type number on which 
| Miss Young again demonstrates a 
standout attack. 

McGuire’ Sisters: ‘“Sincerely’- 
“No More” (Coral). McGuire Sis- 
ters, the only sister team with any 
{impact on wax currently, continue 
consistently good 
sides, “Sincerely” is a slow ballad 
with a torch lyric that gets a 
sensitive reading by the trio. “‘No 
More” is in a brighter tempo, also 
strong possibilities. 

“So This Is 
Two Of Us” (Decca). 


Paris”’-""The 





is another fine 
yet to come 
disks. In 


De Haven 
songstress who has 
up with | a big one on 


Bets | 


FOUR LADS.TWO LADIES IN DE SHADE OF DE BANANA TREE 


(Columbia) ... be 


RICHARD MALTBY ORC cs 


(Label X) 


Dance Calinda 
STAR DUST MAMBO 
.Strictly Instrumental 








that are highly pleasing and com- 
mercial. Flip is another neat in- 
strumental side in smooth swing 
tempo. 

Richard Hayman: 
“Winter Wonderland” 
Richard Hayman gives the title 
tune from the UA pic, “Vera 
Cruz,” his most effective rendition 
since “Ruby.” It’s a lush instru- 
mental version with Hayman’s ex- 
pressive harmonica in front. On the 
flip, Hayman has-cut a highly at- 
tractive version of the seasonal 
standard. 

Cowboy Church Sunday School: 
“The Lord Is Counting On You”- 
“Open Up Your Heart” (Decca). 
Two more tunes by the prolific 
western tunesmith, Stuart Hamb- 
len, which are bound to hit big 
in the pop religioso market. The 
juve choir on this coupling pro- 
duces a charming sound, full of 
enthusiasm and naivete. “Lord Is 
Counting On You” has the more 
attractive beat, but the other side 
could be equally big. 


Les Baxter & The Bombers: 
“Earth Angel”-“Happy Baby” 
(Capitol), “Earth Angel” was 
launched on an indie rhythm & 
blues label and doesn’t stray far 
from the typical r&b format. It’s 
an interesting entry. for the genre 
and Les Baxter, who customarily 
does lusher’ sides, batons the 
rhythm section and saxes authen- 
tically. Vocals are supplied by an 
okay vocal ensemble, The Bomb- 
ers. 

Vickie Young: 
“Hearts of Stone” (Capitol). Vickie 
Young delivers a virtuoso blues 
performance on ‘“Tweedle Dee,” 
which could lift this side into the 


“Vera Cruz’- 
(Mercury). 


“Tweedle Dee’: | 


{this coupling, 
i bers from the Universal film, “So 
This Is Paris.” Tithe tune runs | 
over familiar ground in 

ideas, but it has a lilting melody 
and some literate lyrics for Miss 
De Haven to work effectively. “The 
Two of Us” is a classy ballad | 
which could develop into a strong | 
entry. 

Rosa Linda: 
Tarantella” - “Limehouse 
(Coral). Rosa Linda is a 
keyboard artist who gets some 
original effects out of the piano. 
Particularly on the ‘Peanut Ven- 
dor Tarantella,” she gets a “sound”’ 
out of her speeded-up finger work 
that should give this version some 
spinning impetus. Qn ‘Limehouse 
Blues,” she gives another intricate 
reading with her distinctive flour- 
ishes. 

Michael Raine: ‘‘Do You Recall’’- 
“Christmas Is The Time For Love” 
(Pacific). Just to make it confus- | 
ing, Michael Raine is the monicker 
of a femme songstress from the 
Coast. She's a firstrate stylist who's 
due to break through with a big 
one sooner or later. “Do You Re- 
call” is an excellent ballad that | 
she renders poignantly. The flip | 
side is a fair seasonal tune which | 
doesn’t particularly — suit Miss | 
Raine’s style. 


“Peanut Vendor 
Blues” 
fancy 





- 


Marine Joins Bell | 


Crooner Joe Marine has been'| 
tagged by Arthur Shimkin for the 
Bell and New Disc labels. | 

Marine formerly crooned with 
the Fred Waring orch. He’s being; 
booked by Mercury Artists Corp. 





she does two num- | 


its basic | jngales! 
| with seagulls in “Ebb Tide,” 
,on among his featured friends and 
| plays his lush melodic stuff against 
|}also the performance of 


| melodie appeal to put it in the big- 


| American than the Americans. 














LAWRENCE WELK 


and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
169th Consecutive Week, Aragon | 
Ballroom, Santa Monica, Calif. 


Exclusively on Coral Records 
THERE’S A SMALL HOTEL 


and 
SAW YOUR EYES 











British Pop Reviews 











London. 
Frank Chacksfield Orch: “Lonely 
Nightingale’-“Sur Le Pave” (Dec- 
ca.) So now dem boids is night- 
Chacksfield, having scored | 
moves 


a_ nightingale working overtime. 
Playing is faultless, as usual, as is 
“Sur Le 
has the 


Pave,” but neither side 


| also solos 





seller class. 
Billie Anthony: “This Ole} 
House”-“What A Dream” (Colum- | 
bia). This young lady is Scottish, | 
but she sings ‘“House’’ more} 
Re- | 
sult is artificial. Eric Jupp orch. 
provide a swingy accompaniment, 
and there’s a deep-voiced stranger | 
who puts in a few bars here and | 
there very nicely. The “Dream” 
side is also topheavily transatlantic. 
Dennis Lotis - Ted Heath Orch. 
“Honey Love” - “Manhattan Mam- 
bo” (Decca), ‘Honey Love’ disk 
has been banned by the BBC 
though Lotis may broadcast the 
song live. Difficult to see why on 
hearing the record, which if 
enthusiastic seems inoffensive 
enough. “Manhattan Mambo” is a 
bit staid and respectable for the! 
American market; it generates | 
little excitement. 
Janet Gordon “Cross of Gold” | 
(Polygon). New British songstress | 
Janet Gordon only gets one side of | 
a disk for her first waxing, ane) 
even then is almost swamped by 
chorus. ‘‘Cross of Gold” is a te 
religioso opus from the pen of | 
writer Billy Reid, and may appeal | 
to Americans. ‘‘Peppito,” which | 
would never have been waxed if | 
Reid himself hadn't written it. 
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10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines ............++.| 





$446464446464466 
Li CROTECUES «05. ccew es . .Cadence 
Sy Pe ND GO gc hcuweencasvcccecewcead 5 ORE COR. 2 cia da cheeks Decca 
ET ANCANe 235 ek ta eine ees Coral 
me ow DRED TOOT NOW (UB) ooo oi oe echc ds ween ae aad ete tends Bddic. Rishet .. desaeas Victor 
3. LET ME GO, LOVER (2) eves LEOMR WERE.» sede Colinas oe 
** } Teresa. Brewer ...« Coral | 
4. TEACH ME TONIGHT (5) _SDeCastro Sisters...... _ Abbott | 
) IG  StATIOTE. Ska ccee Columbia 
5. HOLD MY HAND (10) Pon COMET: ci ss accic« Coral 
Doris oY ee es Columbia 
6. IF I GIVE MY HEART TO YOU (13) 4 sa od os = seetavaveo ate ysl 
onnee OSWELL aecceces: ecca 
| Dinah Shore ..... wees. os VECEOP 
7, £AEe peeve MAMBO (OF. tos. oc Boer e ck. Perry Como ..... Victor 
8. NAUGHTY LADY OF SHADY LANE (2) }Ames Brothers ....... Victor 
+ Avchie Blever os e.cae Cadence 
9. SHAKE, RATTLE AND ROLL (8) Bill Haley’s Comets ... Decca 
10. THIS OLE HOUSE (5) Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 4 
| 
Second Group t 
~ HEARTS OF STONE ........ OT TEE ching AEE a DeLuce 
z \Fontane Sisters ...... Dot 
a ee SD no's cc oan a o.6 deen da od dad banabababin ..«. Rosemary Clooney ...Columbia 
COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS secevsccceees, | Badie Fisher ............Victor 
*' | Rosemary Clooney ...Columbia 
; DOWN IN THE BOTTOM OF THE WELL .. ci ccccccncecececeean Wilder Brothers ....... Label X 
I1’S A WOMAN’S WORLD Leveeeeen sees J ROUP ACES ss ceeeveoaens Decca 
{Ray Anthony ......... Capitol 
I RS A aE Es a hr ee ae ee Nat (Bing) Cole ..csis. Capitol 
THAT’S WHAT I LIKE ...... Don, Dick & Jimmy Crown 
HEY THERE { Rosemary Clooney Columbia 
** ? Sammy Davis, Jr. . Decca 
SMILE { Nat (King) Cole....... Capitol 
*) Sunny Gale : Victor 
WHITHER THOU GOEST Nalhe ae Ab eae ee we wate nate hae Les Paul-Mary Ford Capitol 
{Figures in parentheses tadtioate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 
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Pop & Jazz Album Reviews 





“Deep In My Heart” (MGM) 
This soundtrack album from the 
Metro biopic of Sigmund Romberg 
is a natural. It’s a collection of 
great Romberg standards delivered 
by a varied cast of topflight names, 
some from rival labels. From 
Helen Traubel’s ‘Softly, In the 
Morning Sunrise” to Vic Damone’s 
“A Road To Paradise,” this is a 
superlative package of songs. Sides 
include Tony Martin’s “Lover 
Come Back To Me”; Miss Trau- 
bel’s “You Will Remember Vienna,” 
“Stout Hearted Men” and “Auf 
Wiedersehn”; duets by Jane Powell 
and Damone on “Will You Remem- 
ber,” Miss Traubel and Jose Ferrer 
on “Leg Of Mutton,’ Rosemary 
Clooney and Ferrer on “Mr. & 
Mrs.”; Gene & Fred Kelly on “I 
Love To Go Swimmin’ With Wim- 
men”; Howard Keel’s _ stirring 
“Your Land And My Land,” Ann 
Miller’s ‘It’ and William Olvis’ 
“Serenade.” Ferrer, who plays the 
part of Romberg in the Metro pic, 
“When I Grow Too Old 
To Dream” touchingly, with some 
introductory dialog. Adolph 
Deutsch batons the studio orch au- 
thoritatively. 

Stuart Foster: “Today’s Hits” | 
(Camden). RCA’s_ subsid label, 
Camden, has a bargain package in 
this set of four current hits in 
an EP set retailing at 69c. The 
price alone should be a big factor 
in this set’s sales, but Stuart Fos- | 
ter handles the numbers with pr o- | 
fessional class typical of higher- | 
priced wax. Tunes are “Papa Loves ! 








some 


| ner 
|tone of Franck Pourcol predomi- 


Mambo,” “I Need 


“Teach Me Tonight” 
Your Blessings.” 
“Sonny Berman Jam Session— 
1946” (Esoteric), This jazz set was 
cut, for the most part, back in 
1946, with the rhythm section 
dubbed in more recently. The 
technical blending has been done 
flawlessly and the sound comes 
through as thoroughly integrated. 
There are several firstrate passages 
in this loosely flowing jam session, 
which had the late Sonny Berman 
and Marky Markowitz on trumpets; 
Al Cohn on tenor; Serge Chaloff 
on baritone sax; Earl Swope on 
trombone, Ralph Burns on piano 
and Don Lamond on snare drum. 
Lamond and Eddie Safranski later 
supplied the bass drum and cym-- 


You Now,” 
and ‘Count 


| bals via dubbing. 


George Feyer: ‘More Echoes of 
Paris” (Vox). Although the cream 
was taken off last fall by the first 
album of “Echoes,” this one has 
charming Parisian tunes, 
played in pianist George Feyer’s 
appealing, skilled and_ original 
style. Offenbach, Debussy and 
such pic tunes as ‘‘Moulin Rouge” 
are included, for a fresh, unhack- 
neyed selection. There’s rhythm 


| accomp to some. 


Franck Pourcol & Orch: “Paris 
by Night” (Westminster). Album 
offers thick, schmaltzy, intriguing 
versions of cocktail hour or din- 
music, with the lush violin 


nant. Set of eight tunes are cur- 
rent French faves, romantic and 
sentimental, in smooth, soothing 
rhythms. Herm, 





The top 30 songs of week 
Director. Alphabetically listed. 


All Of You—* 


All Of You—*"Silk Stockings” 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


(more in case of ties), 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 


Survey Week of Nov. 
“Silk Stockings” .. 
Count Your Blessings—i“White Christmas” .......Berlin 
Don’t Let The Kiddygeddin ..... ce 


an OR oo ie ean ends weeds 0 os & so RDDOLL 
Hajji Baba—7‘‘Adventures Of Hajji Baba”......... Remick 
Hey There—*“Pajama Game” ....... iis a aiata a eee .. Frank 
mor BhO..In VOuUr ASIDE. « occc 20 sas 000 oe aus be .. Artists 
Hold My Hand—7“‘Susan Slept Here” ........... . Raphael 
BROMO SODE ETO. EROUOUR , . v4 « o's's.0:010:5 0. 0ie mie .alele svete Roncom 
Be IE OE nc a as: aces 10 0% a ee .. Miller 
ie 2 Grae Bee Beart TO VO. . wok kc ok denipewac es .. Miller 
It’s A Woman’s World—7“*Woman’s World”........-. Robbins 
Let Me Go, Lover . Fe ee eee Pe: ee 
Love, You Didn’t Do Right—i “White Christmas’ ’ ,. Berlin 
INNA ECE Sos sas aa." (p o6 uss Yeltalinr dudes sacmehie .. Rylan 
TIN EMER as ie las | nin ae ipiaiie Olle o\0inoie MRA 
My Own True Love—7*“Gone With The Wind’”’...... Remick 


Naughty Lady Of Shady Lane .. 


ge ie ES RES ie ge a CPE es Se Shapiro-B 
Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer .............06: St. Nicholas 
Silk —e Silk a oe une hne skater eta cea Chappell 
Silver Bells ; : sia e008 dos be belles Toe 
SR ee Ar rer earner Mills 
RS PAE ee ea aan A) aN BR ee nea os eeeee UR 
Teach Me Tonight. cate ee cd a he aie RWE. & OTe A OE be Hub-L 
Ae Bet 2 WV ame TOM) WG ccc sc 65 08d bo wo sheseane Wweé&eB 
PMC NAUTINER re cg ate ia Guas a te'e’ Oodcaieck € ale Hamblen 
Mere tam WON AO ok. ks oa eae hoe tise cidawwe@aes Manor 
Whither Thou Goest PE Pre 7. ee Te Kavelin 
Wooden Shoes And Happy OREM 5 sai iargdiiccke aia Marks 

Top 30 Songs on TV 

(More In Case of Ties) 

All IT Want Is All There Is And Then Some ....... Frank 


Be Kind To Your Parents—*"Silk Stockings”... 


Best Things Happen—*“White Christmas” ........ Berlin 
Christmas Alphabet Per pees NES Fy Oe ee es, Budd 
Count Your Blessings—?‘ Ww hite “Christmas” .-. Berlin 
ORR Vee OR AONY og 65 bears ce Fe Ok dma ewe anaes Chapvell 
Hernando’s Hideaway—*‘‘Pajama Game” .......... Frank 
Hold My Hand—7‘‘Susan Slept Here”’............. Raphael 
I Need You Now Ap AP Nh he eat een ee eee Gar AE Rte Miller 

If I Give My Heart To You seta fata Se kena aoa are wate Miller 
It's A Woman’s World—t“Woman’'s Worla” eae eee Robbins 
Bet TiO G60 PEGVOP as soo bos hhh kad ok bneas ere ye 
eRINO TIGTIONG. .k Nib kek ok Os he kee ek ee Rylan 
Man That Got Away—*“ A Star Is ‘Born” a hea tal .. Harwin 
Mister Sandman Digs larata aie a tata ate atrmatam tie ake Morris 
My Sweetie Went Away .............06. revere : 
Naughty Lady Of Shady Lane ..............se.- Paxton 


Papa Loves Mambo : Ae ee Gen ere Pe Shapiro-B 
Banta Claus*ie Comin’ To Town ... ...ooccecccecnrc Feist 

PS MROOINS: 0: ee rae ae Leis oe a i ee H & R 
Silk Stoc kings—** ‘Silk Stoc kings” ieeiahavathe Chappell ’ 
Sisters—7“White Christmas” ..... ptatars a eet tate ates Berlin 
MRIMCe GUMbe o.6ss sc cecceceéens oc envee WASLDTOOK 
RS Ne ee ee ee NNs 
Smile pata tata nade ale veiiams nied ala eirk aia se die awa ia ea Bourne 
Teach Me Tonight oa ME eee OCD Grin rar dy ae Hub-L 
There's A Small Hotel—*“On Your Toes” ...... . Chappell 
This Ole House rere Belts, ear et Hamblen 
Why Be Afraid To Dance—*“Silk Stockings” ..... Chappell 


based on 


* Legit musical. + Film. 
26-Dec. 2, 1954 
aS) eee eee Chappell 


.. Sherwin 


ot Riacal he aMetate Sore cent ROR 


. Chappell 
.. Chappell 
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Indie Longhair Labels Getting Hot 
With Jazz Catalogs; Angel Latest 


Upsurge in the jazz album mar- 
ket is spearheading a move-in by | 
she indie longhair labels. The in- |, 
dies are finding the addition of a}, 


jazz line a simple operational pro- | c 


cedure and in most cases a profit- 
able one. 

The longhairs haven't 
{heir marketing tactics in the segue | 
to jazz because they feel they’re 
after the same consumer. They 
figure that jazz has become an “in- 
tellectual pursuit” and the cClassi- 
eal musie buyers are adding the 
iazz sets to their libraries. Com- 
parative.y low costs of cutting jazz | 
packages is another feature attract- 
ing the longhairs. 

Latest indie firm to pitch for a 
jazz trade is Angel Récords. Label | 
-ill launch its Jazz series in mid- 
January with sets drawn from Den- | 
mark, Italy, Australia and France. | 
Diskery’s tieup with EMI (Electric 
& Musical Industries) of Europe | 
will give its upcoming sets an in- 


\ 


t 


will 
A. Savory and the disks will be re- | 
leas sed on a new “black label.” An- 


classical output and_ its “blue 





“ontinent. 


changed [Le 


Tele Situationer Set 


grede as a tv personality, 
a top danceband maestro? 


behind the project being put to- 
gether by 
: : for the Anthon Management Corp.., 
ternational flavor. The jazz project:! outfit which is the — setup 
be under the direction of W. | for 
Holloway is 
comedy series and Anthon is mak- 
gel’s “red label” is reserved for its} ing plans to film a pilot in the near 
future. 


Arnaz 88’er Gets Star 


Billing With Own pi Ballroom Ops Aim 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Marev Rizo, longtime 
ist with Desi Arnaz, gets star bill- 
ing on his own in a Coronet Rec- 


|ords LP album. 2 “ 
music from the . 
Rizo is a top pianist and con- 
apart from 


ductor in his own right 
| his work with Arnaz and his ocea- 


keyboard- 


label” for light 





The jazz disks will not be re- Louvre in the Groove 


eased under a regular time sched- | RCA Victor has come up 
ile but only *as new material be- sional appearances in local in- with an unusual twist in 
omes available. Initial sets in- | timeries. Last year he was guest “mood music” albums in a 
clude Svend Asmussen & His Un- soloist with the Mexican Symphony forthcoming package titled 
|Melancholy Danes, Italian Jazz and guest conductor of the Havana “Famous Paintings Set To 
{Stars, Inside Jazz Down Under and Symphony. Music.” Music, composed and 


CAMDEN INTO PACKAGES 


Jazz Hot. 
Angel’s entry 


conducted by Henri Rene, was 
inspired by a group of master 


into the jazz field Botti 
otti- 





vas preceded by such other indie paintings ranging trom 

‘longhair outfits as Vanguard, Eso- | celli to Picasso. 

erica and Urania. WITH POPS LONGHAIR The album cover will be 
’ bordered by small prints of 





For the first time since it’s been | the 
launched, RCA’s low-priced Cam- 
;} den label subsid will release cur- 


pe uintings. _ 





rent pop tunes in package sets. | Onin 
For Batoneer Anthony |Camden is planning a series o ‘Kenton Irks uintet 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. EPs framed around the hits and 


If a Cuban bandleader made the | the first one, sliced by Stuart Fos- 
why not | ter, reached the stands last week. 
Camden’s EPs sell for 69c. 

In the longhair field, 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
First talent signed by Stan Ken 
ton in his recently launched na- 


That appears to be the thinking Camden is 
is the Al Belletto Quintet. Ken- 
Tchaikovsky’s six symphonies in| ton heard of the outfit in Buffalo, 
one box with specially-written | traced them to Calumet City, Wi., 
notes. The six 12-inchers will go | | and signed them for his Stan Ken 
for $10.95, about $2 less than if the | ton presents label, a Capitol rec- 
platters were purchased individ-|0rds subsidiary. 

jually. A collection of operatic He goes to Chicago this week to 
‘plaiters will be similarly packaged. ‘record quintet for first time. 


scripter Jean Holloway| gram. The label is putting all of | 


batoneer Ray Anthony. 


writing a 


Miss 
situation 



























































































































































































































































g er: g a ° a _ a 3S © c 
=| % 6 | S|/gl|u] S| |% ~ | 2 3/3 | - 
——~ VARIETY SOIBIiaiSlaisIi={|2ZIEI8isl3 e\.13|e 12/318 
Survey of retail disk best >} & Misi ieic|& g SIOl(Sialrisislsgl_{[2lalol, ‘ 
sellers based on reports ab. al ig ~“IFisaITE Ei ia l21elo6ls 5 SleiZis{o si ,is pA 
tained from leading stores in ats = Sielels |Silelslsl]e/S lz £l21§;e/2/8/9 . 
22 cities and showing com- eisSitielelsisiegisis|4|sig si sis = si3/o0l1.]/& 4 
parative sales rating for this IBS ioizisi#«twikiPi2e2is S2IX*/Ol(Sieisl|SiTIZisi Lt 
and last week. oe a riSixyivieisiz ae ee ,1sieoi4 d 2/6 
Clal«a | o | > | & = — } | Bi | o = 
lle|ls|iols | e/a] | ~{S ol ei Sreara; = he iel era tei » 
eSiTiTielele Fell FSi Lisl ele ail lsleis iii e 
National Siz 1| SIE/PILIZIZ lLl2lels/sicleiai/els d bia 
4 — < ais = a a we ail : oc; se > N 
‘on tot 3 z 3 = Si2|& Fs Flslelele|s : wis Pi - g =| 7 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZIBIMISGINRIZISBIS [SIS lAIHAIOILEIS ive laliaiagiglalal s 
CHORDETTES (Cadence) 
1 1 “iiister. Geniman”’........... 3 3-2. 1. Se OS 2. 2.8 - 3. 2..3, 2 2 4 3.4 2a 
i JOAN WEBER (Columbia) 
2 2 “Let Me Go, -Lover”’.......... 2 1 1 2 1 -) 1 1 “4 2 1 1 1 1 2 8 6 149 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col.) 
3A 3 “This Ole House” ; oe eee ee eee ee ee ee 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
3B 4 “I Need You Now”........... 3 10 : 3 2 4 5 ¢ 8 ‘3° 9 3 3 5 99 
is DeCASTRO SISTERS (Abbott) es 
5 8 “Teach Me Tonight” § 2. 3 3% 3 . 2% 6 4 2 8 73 
j PERRY COMO (Victor) F 
6 5 “Papa Loves Mambo”........ 4 6 6 47.743 6 5 6 4 9 10 5S 10 7 10 69 
: HALEY’S COMETS (Decca) ; : 
17 7 “Shake Rattle and Roll”. 2 ee a inks 1 2%” 30 = 8 7 6 6 10 6 a 4 63 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
8 13 “Count Your Blessings” 6 5 5 6 9 9 6 7 3 7 2 56 
DON CORNELL (Coral) 
9 9 “Hold My Hand”......... 5 8 8 4 9 2 4-4 8 7 49 
AMES BROTHERS (Victor) 
10A 12 “Naughty Lady of Shady Lane” 6 7 ar: Oe be oe aria 10 _. ae 9 10 a ee or ee Pee 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col.) 
10B 6 “Hey There”.............. 4 9 6 4 8 2 6 9 40 
FOUR ACES (Decca) 
12 10 “Mister Sandman”..... 1 : : 3_.. 36 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
13 10 “If I Give My Heart to You”. ee ee ee eee ere eee 5 4 6 .. 32 
SARAH VAUGHAN (Mercury) 9 3 9 
14 14 “Make Yourself Comfortable”. 8 .. 4 -- +. +--+ +: 10 3 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col) 7 7 +5 
15 19 “Mambo Maliano”........... re 8 
FONTANE SISTERS (Dot) 3 9 14 
16 ~.. “Hearts of Stone”............ en a ae LTT re eo 498° we! Ga! Bee oes 
McGUIRE SISTERS (Coral) 
17A_ 16 “Muskrat Ramble”....... re a ee ee ae ae ae Tee A ae ea a ee: a 
HALEY’S COMETS (Decca) 4 a 13 
17B 19 “Dim, Dim the Lights” ee 
PAUL-FORD (Capitol) 4 9 11 
19 18 “Whither Thou Goest”........ — 
CHARMS (DeLuxe) ee 
20 _,.- “Hearts of Stone”......... a een ee oe ee, ee a a a ee 
THREE CHUCKLES (Label. TX 
21A 24 “Runaround” eo - oa = nee re 6 ss ee es as ee ee 10 ee ee 10 e8 ee ee os i. ae ee 7 
NAT (KING) COLE = (Capitol) 6 a eke See: Mer nrentae ~ 
te i eee ig hee ae ere ee areas tae 
o JAYE P. MORAN (Victor) 8 9 5 
<3 #15 £“That’s All I Want”.......... . : 
P H. WINTERHALTER (Victor) 9 4 
24 -21+—=Ss “Barefoot Contessa”. 9 . 
FOUR ACES (Decca) 0. op 8 
“> 22 “It’s a Woman's World”....... 1 in te ab fhe 80. 2* 0s Bs 
- 1 2 3 4 5 6 
STUDENT PRINCE MUSIC, MARTINIS WHITE CHRISTMAS A STAR IS BORN GLENN MILLER BRIGADOON 
SIX TOP AND MEMORIES Crosby-Kaye-Lee Judy Gorland | LIMITED EDITION, 1H] 10, Vood Cast 
mene fence Jackie Gleason Decca Columbia Glenn Miller 
ALBUMS vietor Capitol DL 8083 BL 1201 Victor MGM 
M 1837 W509 ED 819 BA 1201 LPT 6701 E 3135 
ane 1837. |EAP 1, 2, 3, 4—509 A 956 BM 1201 EPOT 6701 X 26 











Fer Jazzy Label Roster 


prepping a major packaging pro- | tionwide hunt for new jazz names | 











at ‘Fomenting 


New Dance Craze to Spark Band Biz 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 
Seeking to follow through on 
promotional ideas set forth at last 
|summer’s convention, National 
| Ballroom Operators Assn. held an 
lall-industry’ board meeting here 





ilast week to set stage for its 
_ | attack. Adopting theme that 
ithere’s nothing wrong with our 


| business that a little showmanship 
couldn't cure,” group decided that 
‘ballrooms, bands, and bookers all 

must focus their publicity in a 
single direction to hypo public in- 
|}terest in dancing. 

Accordingly, the committee out- 
lined a program which future sub- 
committees will try to execute: 

(1) To service ballroom opera- 
tors with advertising *mats that sell 
dancing primarily, and bands sec- 
| ondarily. 


(2) To survey ballroom condi- 
|tions, via outside agencies, to as- 
certain whether or not they are 
i being kept up as desirable places 
for patronage and whether or not 
| they are promoting themselves suf- 
ficiently. 

(3) To work out a program for 
| the popularization of dance tunes 
and if possible to foment a new 
dance craze; 

(4) To hypo dance instruction. 

(5) And to seek more exposure 
of bands and bandleaders on tele- 
vision. 

Repping bandleaders at the 
meeting, Les Brown planed in from 
Dallas. Bookers were spoken for 
by Howard Sinnot of General 
Artists Corp, in the New York, and 
James Breyley of: Music Corp. of 
America in Chi. NBOA prexy Tom 
Archer, secretary Otto Weber, Ed 
| Schott of Coney Island Ballroom in 

Cincinnati, and Joe Barry, old- 
time operator of Bridgeport, dan- 
cery, represented the ballrooms, 
Fred Benson, manager of Ray An- 
thony, is also on the committee but 
{could not attend the meeting. 

In coming weeks, NBOA sub- 
committees will be formed which 
/are to include trade newspapermen, 
deejays, and other connected with 
_the music or ballroom biz. 


MAREK, STOKY TO FACE 
MUSIC CRIX ON ‘DIGEST’ 


George R. Marek, RCA Victor 
artists & repertoire manager, is 
going to have it out face-to-face 
with his N. Y. daily newspaper 
critics who severely rapped Vic- 
tor’s condensation of le.aghair 
classics in. its “Listener’s Digest” 
package. Marek, together with 
| Leopold Stokowski, who wrote the 
| preface to the “Digest,” a Victor 
| pactee, will debate the issue with 
Harold C. Schonberg, of the N. Y. 
Times, and Paul Henry Lang, of 
the N. Y. Herald-Tribune, at the 
Juilliard School of Music in N. Y., 
Dec. 14. William Schuman, Juil- 
lizrd prexy and composer, will 
| moderate. 
| Marek devised 











the ‘Listener’s 
| Digest” as a way of introducing 
| the musical masterworks to the 
| masses in easy stages. The “Digest” 
| comprised some 10 basic composi- 
' tions, most of which were edited 
down to short selections. 


‘Burley Blackouts On 
Next Jubilee Album 


Next laugh album under the Ju- 
| bilee imprint will be a burlesque 
| package of famous blackouts. Al- 
| bum already is in the works and 
| Jerry Blaine, prexy of Jubilee, 
| Which brought out the “Blooper” 
albums, is rushing completion of 
the package. 

Most of the actual recording has 
been compieted and a good portion 
of the material has been edited. 
Blaine expects to wind up with 
such oldtime burley names as 
|Smith & Dale and Bozo Snyder 
represented — if only’ through 
material. 


Queens Disk Pact Okayed 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 








Disk contract between The 
Queens, vocal trio, and Flair 
| Records, was approved here by 
Superior Judge Arnold Prager. 


eight sides dur- 
with the girls 
the 


Contract calls for 
ing the ensuing year, 
to receive 212% otf 909 of 
gross on the disks. 

Trio consists of Shirley Gunter, 
20: Blondean Taylor, 18, and Lulu 
| B. Keney, 17. 
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(from “SILK 





it’s here! 


TONY 
MARTIN’S 


eat new hit! 
















* 








ERA C 





(from the movie “VERA CRUZ") 


20/47-5946 , 8 


on the charts! 
JAYE P. MORGAN 


BILLBOARD BEST SELLER 


THAT'S ALL 
| WANT FROM YOU 


Jaye P, Morgan..... 20/47-5896 








A ‘‘New Orthophonic” High Fidelity Recording RCA AVA CTOR 


FIRST IN RECORDED MUSIC. 
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46 MUSIC iRIETY 
() Th U : Songsmith-Disker 
ni c p a Frank Luther 
has his own concepts of 
New York Hotel Saturday (11). , . Rover Boys : , 
London Records cocktailing m3 Beer aoe for the Copa Children’s Songs 


David Whitfield at the Hotel War- 
wick today (Wed.)...Crooner is set 
for a shot on Ed Sullivan’s CBS-TV 
Sunday (12)...Les Paul-Mary Ford 
profiled by Hyman Goldberg in 
January issue of Cosmopolitan... 
Andy Griffith guest-starred at spe- 
cial Christmas party yesterday 
(Tues.) thrown by Capitol’s Denver 
distributor, Cecil Boyd, for local 
dealers and deejays Dick Linke, 
Capitol s eastern promotion mana- 
gel , will visit deejays in the north- 
est when Cap’s annual meet winds 
at the end of this week Gene 
Weiss, 
sales and promotion, 
coin operators and one-stop sales 
and promotion George Hayes 
named merchandise manager of 
Columbia's kidisk division The 
Manhattan College Glee Club and 
orch under the direction of Robert 
Gary, of Fred Waring’s troupe, 
presents its annual Christmas show 
Saturday (11) in its Smith Aud 
Nick Noble, Mercury Records new 
young crooner, on a d.j. hop plug- 
ging his etching of “Don’t Break 
My Heart” Milt Okun pacted by 
Stinson Records for another long- 
play album of folk songs Earl 
Bostic into the Makreez Club, Low 
ell. Mass., Dec. 14 for five days. He 
then takes a five-week hiatus. 
Milt Herth returns to the Roney 


Plaza’s Bamboo Room, Miami 
Beach, Dec. 15 for an indefinite 
stay Crooner Harvey Grant 
inked to a Benida Records pact 

Terri Stevens on a midwest 
deejay junket plugging her AA 
etching of ‘“‘Unsuspecting Heart 


_ Thrush Lubov Hamshay head- 
lining the sixth anni show at the 
Two Guitars... Xavier Cugat pen- 


ned an original tune, “One At A 
Time,” for the upcoming Colum- 
bia pic, “Chicago Syndicate. 


Pittsburgh 


Morry Allen’s band goes back to 
the Vogue Terrace Monday (13), 
following the Dorsey Bros. current 
engagement, through Jan. 1 . 
Whitey Scharbo celebrating silver 
anni as a professional musician 
here. He started as a trumpet man 
with Etzi Covato at the old Plaza 
Cafe and now has the orch playing 
for Friday and Saturday night 
dancing at Park-Schenley retaurant 

. Sally Brenner, who was in sum- 
mer opera company chorus last 
season, is singing with Baron 
Elliott’s outfit . .. Red Barr plays 
for Pittsburgh Model Club’s Poin- 
sietta Ball at the William Penn 











FRANKIE 
LAINE: 


‘‘] look at myself... 
and I flip!’’ 


Frankie’s success puzzles 
him as much as the music 
critics. What’s the real story 
behind his rise from $5-a- 
week crooner to $500, 000-a- 
year recording star? How 
did he get his singing style 
from a famous trumpet 
player, his first break from 
a famous song writer? W hy 
does he agree with the people 
who pan him? This week’s 
Saturday Evening Post solves 
The Case of the Screaming Trou- 
badour. Get your copy today! 














Bobby Cardillo oper- 
ated on at the Columbia Hospital 
and Don McGovern is filling in for 
him with Reid Jaynes at the Carl- 


ton House’s twin pianos and 
Johnny Costa has taken over the 
Cardillo Trio on WDTV’s “Lullaby 


in Rhythm” Thursday nights . 
Jerry Fielding appointed musical 
director of the new Royal Nevada 
Hotel in Las Vegas Buddy 
Baron joined Al Marell’s combo 
and plans to settle down in Pitts- 
burgh Lennie Martin orch 
booked for Pitt’s APHA fraternity 
dance at the Schenley' Hotel 
Dec. 16. 


in charge of Columbia’s pop, 
takes over} 


London 


Publicist Les Perrin returned J 
London from a six-week business | 


trip to the United States... 
David Hughes leaves England on 
Dec. 20 for a five weeks season at 
the Tivoli Theatre, Sydney ; 
Norman Granz came back to Eng- 
land last week after leaving Lon- 
don a few days before for Paris en 
route to New York... Singer Eve 
Boswell will be part of the package 
show with the Jack Parnell orch 
that is to leave Britain for South 
Africa next March, for a six weeks 
tour. 


Chicago 
Count Basie playing Scaler’s in 
Milwaukee Dec. 3 for 10 days 
Billy Taylor Trio set for Blue Note 
fortnighter Jan. 5, followed by 
Dave Brubeck Quartet on Jan. 19 
Louis Armstrong tapped per- 
centages in 10 dates of midwestern 
tour just completed Ken Grifiin 
begins indefinite stand at Old 
Heidelberg on Jan. 5...Ben Arden 
set for eight weeks at Jefferson 
Hotel, St. Louis, beginning Dec. 31 
Eddy Howard headlining Na- 
tional Boat Show at Amphitheatre, 
Chi, Feb. 4 through 13, with Peg- 
Leg Bates also on bill. 


Omaha 


Paul Moorhead orch stays at the 
Pax Room of the Paxton Hotel 
Verne Byers orch pacted for Terry 
town Arena at Scottsbluff on both 
Christmas Night and New Year's 


Singer | 


* * * 


one of the many editorial features 


in the 
49th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIE TY 











MPA in Rap At — 
Dirty Songs 


Joining other organized seg- 
ments of the music biz, the Music 
Publishers Protective Assn. yester- 
day (Tues.) passed a_ resolution 
condemning dirty songs. MPPA, 
representing most of the major 
pop publishing firms, was cued to 
rap the dirty songs in view of their 
recent spread and the concomitant 
criticism of the music biz by civic 


groups interested in preventing 


‘juvenile delinquency. 


| publishing 
| weeks ago, the Songwriters Pretec- 


Resolution noted that MPPA has 
on several prior occasions severely 
condemned the publication or ex- 
ploitation of tunes containing “‘sug- 
gestive lyrics or lyrics with double 
meanings.” MPPA board also 
noted that there is a growing prac- 


tice among. certain firms to 
publish musical compositions of 
this type. 


The MPPA resolution raps the 
dirty songs “as showing bad taste 
and a disregard for recognized 
moral standards and conventions 
and as detrimental to the music 
industry.” Several 


| tive Assn. passed a similar resolu- 


Eve ... Joe Lukesh orch set for; 
Oscar’s Palladium at Sargent Xmas | 


nite, with Bobby Mills following 
on Tuesday (28)... Walter Eisen- 
berg is the new conductor of the 


Colo., symphony 
... Marvin Price combo in at the 
Reno Bar, 


| Colorado Springs, 


Scotland 
Don Cornell’s “Hold My Hand,” 
on the Vogue label, topping best- 
sellers, with Doris Day in second 
slotting with “If I Give My Heart 
to You” on Philips. Frankie Laine 


in fourth position with ‘‘There 
Must Be a Reason” George 
Sumner taking over as orch leader 
at Palais, Edinburgh, in succession 
to Ivor Kirchins . . . Neville Tay- 
lor, colored Glasgow singer, to 
Germany to sing in U.S. zone, with 
Swedish cabaret dates in the offing. 


Ireland 


Pete Roxborough combo pacted 
for Germam terpery tour next 
spring . Irish date for Duke 
Ellington being mulled by pro- 
moter Harry Davidson -and Bill 
Puller ... Earl Gill orch into Palm 
Court, Dublin Eddie Downey 
bowed out of Dublin Roseland to 
open new neighbourhood terpery 
at Dundrum. 














ALEC TEMPLETON 


CURRENTLY 
BASIN STREET, NEW YORK 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York 
745 Sth Ave. PL. 9.4600 


| 202 


Chicago 
No. Wabash 


Hollywood 
8619 Sunset Blvd 





| agreed to 


| band, 





tion, asking for industrywide COOp- | 


eration to block the smut. 





Schirmer Sues Alamo 


On Tune Infringement 


Alamo Music was named de- 
fendant in a copyright infringe- 
ment suit filed by G. Schirmer in 


New York Federal Court last week. 
Other defendants named in the 
action were Kay Twomey, Fred 
Wise and Ben Weisman. 

The suit charges that the de- 
fendants infringed on the plain- 
tiff’s 1944 copyrighted tune, “Go 


Way From My Window,” by pub- 

lishing ‘“‘Mother Nature and Father 
Time,” which was allegedly copied 
from plaintiff’s copyright. The 
Schirmer tune was penned by John 
Jacob Niles. Action seeks an in- 
junction, damages sustained and 
an accounting of profits. 





Sues Perez Prado For 
Refund Qn Deposits 


San Antonio, Dec. 7. 

Perez Prado was named defend- 
ant in a $2,875 damage suit in 
district court here while in town 
last weekend for a one-night stand 
at the Municipal Auditorium. 
Plaintiff is Raoul A. Cortez, presi- 
dent of KCOR. Prado was listed 
by his real name of Damaso P. 


Prado. 


alleged that in 1953 he 
sponsor several appear- 
ances in the state by Prado and his 
placing a deposit with Prado 
or his agent for 
They amount to the sum 
now seeks to recover in court. 


Cortez 


Cortez 
Cor- 


tez said that Prado failed to ap- 
| pear for three performances, and 
that he didn't get his deposits 
back. 








Top Christmas Sellers 


Reported bh MDS) 
Fe Ww mie Christm Berlin 
2. Silver Bells Famous 
3. Rudolph St. Nicholas 
4. Winter Wond’land BVC 
5. Home Holidays Roncom 
6. Mom Mambo ..... Regent 
7. Frosty 7 H & R 
8. Mom Kissing S: anta .Regent 
9. Santa Is Coming .. Feist 
10. Blue Christmas ....Choice 


each appearance. | 





Inside Stuff—Music 


VARIETY’s recent special issue on ASCAP’s 40th anni was virtually 
turned into a radio script and set to music for the NBC salute to 
ASCAP on its “Best of All” show Monday night (6). John Golden, 
one of the Society’s founding fathers, retold the yarn about how he 
was elected the first treasurer back in 1914 while he was out of the 
room. Otto A. Harbach and Richard Rodgers reminisced about their 
early years in the music biz, with Rodgers giving a strong -alute to 
both Jerome Kern and Harbach for teaching him the fundamentals 
of the showtune craft. ASCAP prexy Stanley Adams reiterated the 
Society’s basic aim of protecting the creators of the nation’s music 
and extending our musical culture. At the windup, Irving Berlin again 
stressed that without ASCAP, he could not function as a writer and 
publisher. [Berlin will be saluted on this hour stanza the following 
Monday (13).] 

Skitch Henderson’s studio orch, Shirley Harmer and the Textor 
Singers, with an assist on one tune from Eddie Fisher, capably handled 
the ASCAP musical interpolations. 


Two brothers who hadn’t seen each other in more than four years, 
were reunited as a result of a single line in VARrIETY’s nitery column, 
“Vaude-Cafe Dates.” 

A couple of weeks ago, Sam Raskin asked the help of VarIety in 
locating his brother, Jules (Buddy) Raymon who had stopped writing 
and had virtually disappeared from the normal performer routes, 
Raskin had been particularly worried since his brother had been ailing. 
Following the insertion, a reader reported that he had spoken to 
Raymon in Dallas, where he had been working in a nitery. A wire to 
the spot and telephone call to Dallas resulted in the first conversation 
between the pair in years. 


Multiple Sclerosis Society will get half of the proceeds from both 
the sheet music and the initial disking of John Hawley’s new tune 
“Raindrops.” Ditty is the first published effort by Hawley, an MS 
victim, who formerly was a classified ad salesman for the Los Angeles 
Mirror and a part time commercial photographer. Hawley is the only 
one connected with the tune who has the disease but everyone else 
has volunteered to cut MS in on the proceeds. Tune was recorded by 
Kay Brown on Crown and the label is earmarking a share for MS as 
is Malabar Music, which is publishing. Tune was first heard on MS 
telethon here last August. 


Sarah Vaughan’s first hit disk in years, “Make Yourself Comfortable, 
Baby’’—“‘Idle Gossip” (Mercury), is sparking a flood of booking offers 
into the Gale office. Currently winding a three-week stand at Bird- 
land, N.Y., thrush is set for an 1l-day run at Boston’s Storyville for 
$9.000 as well as a special three-day sting for the Automotive Show 
in Washington beginning Jan. 11 for $3,500. She’s tentatively skedded 
for a week at the Apollo, N.Y., starting Jan. 14 to be followed by 
three weeks at the Chicago Theatre, Chi. On Feb. 11, she heads out 
with the Birdland Concert package until March 6. 


You can’t tell where the future Norman Granzes of the jazz world 
are going to come from. Latest jazz concert impresarios are a soda- 
jerk from Walgreen’s Drug Store in Times Square and a bookkeeper 
for the Dining Room Employees Union. Earl Wing (‘soda-jerk) and 
Glory McCulley (bookkeeper) have teamed up to produce a concert 
at Town Hall, N.Y., Dec. 17. Featured in the bash are Billy Taylor, 
Eddie Bert, Jimmy Raney and Gil Melle. The tyro producers have 
—. the concert, “Interpretations of New York Contemporary 

Music.” 


A four-month old baby has taken a sheet music title page cover 
away from Tony Martin. Baby is Gregory Deutsch, son of Marjorie 
Goetschius (Mrs. Emery Deutsch) writer of “My Bambino” with Al 
| Hoffman. Usual pubiisher practice is to give the title page cover to 

the disker who cuts the tune, but since the infant is said to be the 

inspiration for the song, he got the cover preference. Martin cut 
the song for RCA Victor. Ben Bloom is publishing 


cer + 











Fred Rose 


Continued from page 1 ———s 








He was instrumental 
#n launching the late Hank Wil- 
liams’ career. Rose made a prac- 
tice of giving financial aid to down- 
and-out tunesmiths in both the hill- 
billy and pop fields. 

He became an ASCAP writer in 
1928 and among his writing credits 


writer-credit. 





Recorded by 


Capitol #2949 
REMICK MUSIC CORP., New York, WN. Y. 


“Tears on My Pillow” 
die-O-Twill.” 


and “Twee- 
Under the Acuff-Rose 


i t- 4 Poly,” a and ee ” 
| Truly,” “ Eyes Crying 
! Rain,” “Be Honest With Me" NAT “KING” COLE 




















banner, he published such hits as | = 

“Cold, Cold Heart,” “Half As 

Much,” “Your Cheatin’ Heart,” SONGWRITERS! 
Jambalaya,” Bonaparte’s  Re- | need commercial, unpublished songs 
treat, Chattanoogie Shoe Shine | ¢,, padio and TV show. Your song 
Boy” and “Too Old to Cut the : 
Srosterd.” “amex ature. may be one of the lucky 39 tunes 


to debut on 


SEARCH for a SONG 


Born in Evansville, Ind., Rose be- 
gan his career in Chicago as a pi- 
anist-writer-singer. He had one of 


the first radio shows out of Chica- - ee Saws — re 
go in 1922. He came to Nashville in iat d bd ete lg AE A gy i 
1934 and worked for WSM there — Se Pewee. yee ee 


way you want it presented! 


for seven years. He returned there 


in 1942, after a stay in New York, Write for release now! 
to form Acuff-Rose. t 

In addition to his son, Wesley, C. & S. Productions 
two other sons, Lester and Gene, P.O. Box 3923, N. Hollywood, Cal. 














his wife and three daughters sur- 

vive. 

New $50,000 Ballroom 
Skedded for Toledo | 


Toledo, Dec. 7. | 








Hippodrome Enterprises Inc., has RS . 
| been organized to operate a new The Perennial Favorite 
$50,000 ballroom to be built on the 
| Site of the Coliseum Roller Rink 
here. Part of the rink collapsed anta ATITS 


earlier this year. When remodel- 
ling is completed, the ballroom will 
have more than 12,000 square feet 
of floor space, a balcony for spec- 
tators and a snack bar. 

Donald F. Hipp is president of 
the new corporation, with R. K. 
|} Price vice-president, 


Is Comin’ 


| : To Town 
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Deluxe Pkoe Of | 


‘Fanny Tunes Set 
For Sheet Hypo 


use merchandising 
mantel legit score sheet cop- 
s ell Music and tunesmith 
; Re ne have devised a spe- 
kag e of the tunes from the 
re “Fanny.” to hypo sheet 
rhe package, wrapped in a 
ne cover, contains 10 songs 
musical and is being ped- 


™n n 


Oo 


( for *4. Single copies are 
pr i at 50¢e each. ; 

e Rome score. which is pub- 
lis via the Chappell  subsid, 
Frances Music, currently is being 
tied in with the Liberty Mu- 
cic stores in the New York area. 
Package is getting top display in 


the stores and is being tied-in with 
the RCA Victor original cast album 
as well as the Liberty produced set 
of Eadie & Rack playing the show’s 
score. Peg for the tie-in with the 
latter platter is “sing the score to 
the accompaniment of Eadie & 


e. who believes that sheets 

will sell if peddled properly, also 
worked tieups with such 
stores as R. H. 
Aliman. He’s set to 
- in their music departments, 
a th the customers, sign auto- 
frat Ss, etc 


out 
y.¥Y. department 
r and B. 


Shubderts, who operate the 
Majestic Theatre, where “Fanny” 
currently is running, have okayed 

istruction of a special dis- 


rack to feature the albums] 


> also cut a set for Heritage), 
é ll as the sheet package. The 
packages are being peddled to 
aa 

TY 

r 


rs at the regular 100° return 
rivilege. 
Rome is now prepping his first 
cross¢ountry disk itockey trek to 
plug the disks and the copies. He’ll 
hit Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land, Detroit and Los Angeles. 
He'll be accomped by his personal 
manager Norman Rosemont, | 
| 
j 
| 








‘Walking’ Infringe Suit 
Settled for About $5,000. 


Harry G. Atwood and Louis 
Herscher, owners of Keynote 
Music, have settled their infringe- 
ment suit against Peter Maurice | 
Musie of London and Leeds Music | 
here on the hit tune, “I’m Walking 
Behind You.” It’s understand that 
the Maurice firm, which had the} 
copyright on the British 
>, paid about $5,000 to the com- 
piainants. i 

Plaintiffs alleged that their | 
tune, “I Can’t Forget You,” written n | 
by Paul Mellein and Herscher, was | 
assigned to Maurice Music in 1951. 
They alleged that “I’m Walking 
Behind You” was largely copied 
irom their tune. | 





Can. Distrib for ‘Blooper’ 


Kermit Schafer has pacted with | 
Quality Records for the distribu- 
tion of his album, “Pardon My 
Blooper,” in Canada. 

Jerry Blaine’s Jubilee label dis- 
tributes the package in the U. S 


= ———— 
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“The finest sound on record” 








Leroy Andersons 
SANDPAPER 
BAL LE? 


+ sons oF "THE BELLS 


DERSON 
, ded by LEROY AN 
Decee #29319 


| tooters are to get 





oe 





















































































































































fs : nak 
i = ~ hed So | ah = | 
VARIETY | E169 | 0 is 15 E & 

Survey of retail sheet music a = = = Y ais B 

best sellers based on reports [s/o] she | os 1 Sfrsic 
obtained from leading stores in lo|slsi¢ Seicleis | ah 10 T 

12 cities and showi wig con- i. wh v yes ~ ec © } ee wm i a j & | = 
ee ered : rSistlicoi“e£isl&)/=e2i(e) a4, ere) 2 
parative sales rating for this | ee (9S oe Fe SrA lejeleioles T 
and last week. ~” = & = | Si | &isi« | bs | = A 
* ASCAP + BMI CSIC elm la elisa l/ Sl alaIst Lt 

i LIE LIE Tivia11+3 

ris 7 haw a i el tL 122i aia 
felsic iOleilaeiaginiry| $i; P 
National #iS/18/ = || 1¢ 5 Pais Lis i; | o 
Rating SCilisislo Bid se 2a] ei] I 
~lelslElelel2e/sisl ei sie} t 
This Last = o = < > = © S18 tas is N 
wk. wk. Title anc Publisher eo /SI/EI(S | SB/BPlSifiasi wai &g I$ T 
ral | a Te al os IZ/SBI1R[HIOCISElalsei¥vlaioailal s 
1 3 *Mister Sandman Morri s 1 : 1 2 1 1 2 2 7 3 1 1 108 
2 ] ‘Count Your Blessings Ber! lin) 3 1 3 3 3 4 4 1 1 2 2 2 102 
3 5. «This Ole House ‘Hamblen ‘Ss FT { = ft eS :: i2#¢t = 
4 *I Need You Now (Miller) 8 8 $ $$ ¢ {23 4:8. 2". 
2  *If I Give My Heart (Miller ' +. 4 6 . 3 2 2 2° 
‘6 6 ) _*Papa L Loves Mambo (Shapiro-B) 9 , £€ 2°26. =e eS 40 
Be i, Sib: *Teach | Me Tonight _Hub-L . = = 8 t- 10 8 10 6 39 
8A 7  *Hold My Hand (Raphael 10 PE SE VE. ee eS 9 29 
i. a ‘Let Me Go, Lover H&R ;: 2) .. BS 2 
10 10 *Naughty Lady (P: axton)......... 6 6 4 7 9 23 
1} “White Christmas Bei ee ae ; hs 6 6 7 20 
12.9 _*Hey There (Frank aes are Fs 9 or Oe ee 
1311 ‘Woman’s World (Robbins). > gis Gia: 11 
14A Muskrat Ramble (Simon). .... ae 10 3 
14B 13 «Shake, Rattle & Roll (Progressive tw Sa 9 3 








GREETING CARD & DISK 
COMBO IN XMAS PAYOFF 


Kansas Cit dec. 7. 
Cardinal Records, subsid of 
Blasco Music, Inc., apparently has 


hit the jackpot in its. original 
“Card-N-Play,” a Christmas card 
including a recording of four tunes 


by The Mulcays, electro-harmonica 


team. Record and card combo is 
being sold not only over music 
counters, but in greeting card 
shops, department stores and the- 
atres, opening up some untapped 
riarkets to the record biz. Four 
tunes are included on single 45 
rpm EP, at $1.47 retail, or on a 


at $1.69. 

has national distribu- 
tion on the item, and locally is 
reaping big sales from greeting 
card counters. It is also being of- 
fered at concession stands by a 
string of 15 theatres in the sur- 
rounding area, who plug the item 
with screen trailers. Blasco said he 
already has had offers from other 
houses for use of the idea on other 
seasonal promotion -items, for Val- 
entines Day, Easter, Mother’s Day, 
etc. 


78 rpm disk 
Cardinal 





Brit. Tooters’ Extra Pay 
For Disked Air Repeats 


London, Nov. 30. 

Under a pact negotiated by the 
BBC with the Musicians Union, 
extra pay for re- 
corded repeats of broadcasts, rang- 
ing from $4-$6 a time. When tran- 
scriptions are sold to overseas 
broadcasting organizations, the ex- 
tra fee rises to $8-$11. 

The new pact is an answer to an 
MU threat earlier this year that it 
would ban recorded programs at 
the end of the year unless special 
terms were agreed. 


Vox Preps 2d Feyer Set; | 
Gitlis Signed by Hurok 


Vox Productions is following up | 
its successful 1953 XMmas boxed 
album of three George Feyer 
“Echoes” (Paris, Vienna and Italy) 
with another for the current holi- 
day trade. This one contains Fey- 
er’s “Echoes of Broadway,” “Echoes 
of Latin America” and “Echoes of 
Paris” Vol. 2. 

New Vox artist, Ivry Gitlis, young 
Israeli concert violinist, has just 
been signed by Sol Hurok and will 
make his first American tour under 
the impresario’s management next 
season, 








New Crooner Joins Cap 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Capitol’s newest male vocalist, 
Bobby Milano, checks in this week 
to go over material for his initial 
etching session which will be held 
some time before Christmas. Mila- 
no, an 18-year-old baritone, will 
work with artists & repertoire exec 
Dave Dexter. 

Buffalo native is a protege of 
Frankie Laine and is managed by | 
Laine’s accompanist, Al Lerner. ' 





| both 


| book on 


Larry Adler, Rampton 
Cop Top Awards In 
French Disk ‘Oscars’ 


Paris, De i. 


The Academie Du Disque eae 
cais (The French Record Academy ), 
set up to kudos the outstanding 
disks each yea in longhair, 
shorthair and offbeat categories, 
gave out its prizes for 1954 last 


week. For the first time an Ameri- 
can won the variety instrument 
category with Larry Adler geiting 
it for his Columbia waxing of Jean 
Wiemer’s “Grisbi Blues,” which 
figured as background music for 
the Gallic gangster pic ‘‘Touchez 
Pas Au Grisbi” (“Don’t Touch the 


Swag”) 





Second U. S. winner was Lionel 
Hampton and his Paris All Stars 
on a Vogue longplaying pressing. 
Both were considered Gallic since 


French musicians. Twelve sides 
got awards with only four in the 
pop field. For French songs, femme 
winner 
“Je Suis 


Nerveuses,” and male 


| award was to cleffer Leo Ferre for 
| his own recording of his 
| Du 


“Le Piano 
Pauvre.” 
Other winners 
Muench and 
for their “Romeo and Juliet” on 
Pathe, Walter Gieseking for his 
Columbia Debussy record, and 
folklore prizes to Ducretet-Thom- 
son for their “Cante Flamenco.” 
Adler discovered ‘“Grisbi’ dur- 


were Charles 


the Boston Symphony | 


SAM HINTON’S MULTIPLE 
JOBS FOR DECCA ALBUM 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
History of folk songs from Eliza 
bethan times to the present will be 
traced by Sam Hinton, in a Decca 
12-inch LP to be cut this week. 
Hinton, who has heretofore done 
some kidisk stuff for the label, will 
accompany himself on the guitar. 
In addition to recording the ma- 
terial and supplying the factual 
material for the liner notes, Hinton 


| will do the cover design. His full- 


were made here and used | 


was Odette Laure for her | 


| ing his recent stint at the Olympia | 


Music Hall here and recorded it at | 
the behest of cleffer Wiemer. It} 


was an immediate hit here, and 
Adler flew in from London to get 
his prize, which was an ancient 
the history of money. 
Hampton is now 
and also came down for his prize. 
| Minister Edgar Faure presented 
the Legion of Honor to composer 
Arthur Honegger who left a sick 
bed to attend. 


at the Olympia | 








Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Nov. 27) 
London, Nov. 30. 


Hold My Hand....... Wood 
I Give My Heart...... Robbins 
er So ae an .- Kassner 
This Ole House......Duchess 
Must Be Reason....Connelly 
ee fr. at, alas ante ata Bourne 
NO Spier 
My Friend te .. Chappell 
Can’t Tell Waltz ..... Reine 
Sky Blue Shirt........Wright 
Things.Mean a Lot...Robbins 
Happy Wanderer Bosworth 
Second 12 
Story of Tina....Macmelodies 
¥ Love Pare «ses.6s Chappell 
Veni Vidi Vici Dash 


High-Mighty .Har -ms-Connelly 


Sway .... .Latin American 
Wait For Me : Lafleur 
No One But You..... Robbins 
DERNe TIGER, iécnd ceases Leeds 
Cara Mia Pete arge Robbins 
Coins in Fountain Feist 
FT Heed YOu ccdsene Feldman 
Sh-Boom .....---.-.Aberbach 


time occupation, however, has 
nothing to do with any of the fore- 
going pursuits. He’s a professor of 
oceanography at the Scripps Insti- 
tute in La Jolla, Cal. 


‘Mantovani s First 


US. Tour in 1955; 
May Gross 1806 


British bandleader Mantovani has 
been signed for his first U. S. tour 
| by the Coppicus; Schang & Brown 

division of Columbia Artists Mat. 
Maestro, whose lush, schmaltzy 
arrangements have made him one 
| of the top disk sellers here as well 
as abroad, will do five U. S. weeks 
next fall. A sixth week will be add- 
ed in Canada under management 
of Nicholas Koudriavtzeff. 
Mantovani will do about 30 U. S. 
dates under personal management 
of Frederick C. Schang. With his 
program halfway between sym- 
phony and jazz, comprising selec- 
tions frora Strauss. Romberg, Her- 
bert, Friml, Rodgers, Gould, etc., 
maestro wants to plav concert halls 
only, as a concert rather than pop 
event. He will be sold only on per- 
centage, Schang figuring he can do 
$180,000 at the boo. Mantovani 
made his first North American ap- 
pearance this fall in Canada, draw- 
ing 8.800 persons in the Montreal 
Arena (including 940 standees) and 
10,500 at Toronto’s Maple Leaf Gar- 
dens. 
By special 


eager ne eeeeenenneneeneeeene 


arrangement with 


‘American Federation of Musicians 


prez James C. Petrillo, the band- 
leader is coming with three key 
tooters. Balance of 45 orchsters will 
be American. 





Coast Arrangers Form 


Commercial Jingle Firm 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Two of the town’s best known 
arrangers have joined forces to 
form a commercial jingle firm. 
Partners are Keith Williams, 
former arranger for Walter Lantz 
cartoons, and Jack Matthias, who 
was with Harry James for several 
years. 

Firm’s first assignment was to 
turn out a singing commercial for 
Albert Sheetz, local restaurateur 
and candy manufacturer. 
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Reelect Manuti 


Local 802 Prez: 


lucci Now Out 


Al Manuti, 
802, N. Y. wing of the American 
Federation of Musicians, was. re- 
elected as topper of the largest 
AFM local in a complete rout of 
opposing parties. When the bal- 
lots were 
nuti received 6,351 votes against 
1,971 votes for the leader of the 
opposing Blue ticket, 
Iucci. It was the biggest margin 
in recent -years. 

Manuti also swept all candidates 
for his Musicians Ticket in with 
him. The new exec board com- 
prises Max Arons, 
Sherman Brande, 
Patsy Fasanella, Al Gentile, Joe 
Lindwurm, Tiny Walters and Harry 
Kantor. Al Knopf was renamed as 
vice-prexy; Aldo Ricci as_ secre- 
tary, and Hy Jaffe as treasurer. 

The current sweep of Manuti 
contrasted to his initial victory two 
years ago, when he was elected by 
a relatively close margin as prexy 


president of Local | 


counted last week, Ma- | 


Charles R. | 


Irving Bloom, | 
Robert Effros, | 


and discovered that the majority | 


of the exec board were adherents 
of the opposing Blue Ticket. Many 
of the Blue Ticket supporters on 
the exec board, however, soon 
switched to Manuti. 

With 
the Iucci now leaves 


prexy post, 


his defeat in his bid for | 


the post of secretary which he has | 


held for 
been a_ longtime 
exec for the local and, 
past two years, 


many years.  Iucci 
for the 
was head of the 
Blue Ticket. Also defeated with 
him were two former 
prexies, Dick 
Suber, 
exec board. 
There were 
ences in programs between 
opposing groups this year, 


the 
so union 


insiders ascribe Manuti’s sweep to | 


his personal popularity. Manuti’s 
major problem has been and re- 
mains the chronic unemployment 
Situation among the 30,000 AFM 
members in N. Y. 











“DIXIE DANNY” 


- 


Recorded by 
The Matys Brothers 
Sound #106 A 


Published by 
SOUND MUSIC CO. 
Selling Agent 


Moonlight Music, Inc. 


1733 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 














A WONDERFUL 
SEASONAL SONG 


Styne and Cahn's 


“LET ITSNOW!” 


“LET IT SNOW!" 
“LET IT SNOW! 


CAHN MUSIC COMPANY 











has | 
administrative | 


Local 802 | 
McCann and Sam | 
both of whom ran for the | 


, 
no clearcut differ- | 





TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


VARIETY Scoreboard 














Coin Machines 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Disks Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 














POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week 
1 2 
2 3 
3 1 
4 5 
5 7 
6 6 
7 4 
8 8 
9 10 
10 ee 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week 
1 1 
2 8 
3 2 
4 3 
5 eis 
6 6 
7 5 
8 4 
Y 7 
10 9 








NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising ecch of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. 
with VaRiETY. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 


TALENT 


ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
CHORDETTES (Cadence) .........eseeees . Mister Sandman 
I Need You Now 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) ............0ee08: Count Your Blessings 
Fanny 
{This Ole House 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) ....... 4Hey There 
| Mambo Italiano 
JOAN WEBER (Columbia).. ... ens FRSA Let Me Go, Lover 
De CASTRO SISTERS (Abbott) ............ Teach Me Tonight 
(Shake, Rattle and Roll 
BILL HALEY’S COMETS (Decca) ........ {Dim, Dim the Lights 
|Rock Around the Clock 
PERRY COMO (Victor)..........0.0000: .\nebees T Di Pocog cg 
DON CORNELL (Coral)............s000- . Hold My Hand 
: (Mister Sandman 
gt RR yr )It’s a Woman’s World 
AMES BROTHERS (Victor) .............. Naughty Lady of Shady Lane 
TUNES 
(*ASCAP. BMI) 

TUNE PUBLISHER 
| ER EL ee fee ee rer seecheks Morris 
I al, eg Salta eae ake ds ee awe es Hill & Range 
*I NEED YOU NOW.......... Sn ached eae wd eee Sooke wae oc seve» Mller 
as sR OMe ee RK REM .....-Hamblen 
ey I iis oe whic aces ses aeeucens ; Berlin 
ee is eee sia ee BWA AES 0 Se wx Re . Hub-Leeds 
es e BP errr ere rr. . Shapiro-Bernstein 
*IF I GIVE MY HEART TO YOU....... eRe bhitee ane Cueiew ‘ ..-Miller 
*HOLD MY HAND.. oe iif wcities be va et oan .. Raphael 
*NAUGHTY LADY OF ‘SHADY LANE. Tae re ee er Paxton 


| retailers 


| for 
| and will, by remote control, do the 


' Victor deal, 


| (courtesy 





} 
| 


} 


| 








id Rael Counters 
Miller’s ‘Copy’ Charge; 
‘It’s Only Competition’ |: 


when he slapped the Coral (Teresa 


Brewer) and Mercury (Patti Page) | ‘Hit & Run’ Hit With 
versions as “copies” of the Col cut. 1506 Infringe Suit 


Rael and Coral’s a&r chief Bob 
Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 


T hiele immediately demanded 
“equal time” to answer Miller and : : a 
: Charges of unfair competition 


the station slotted them both for a} 


The “great music business de- 1inute sh each during the | and wrongful appropriation, involv- 
- : : ~~ | 15-minute ot g the} 

one ppeted by eee. S| week i. aa a. oo fo special | ing his tune, “Blessing in Dis- 
allegations that rival diskers Na roundtable with Miller on his Sun-| pyice were filed in Jac a“ x 
“copied” the arrangement for Joan| gay (3) show. Thiele, however, | SUS Were filed = Jack Watson's 
Weber’s Columbia etching of “Let | qidn’t show and Rael came on last | $150,000 suit in Superior Court. 
| Me Go, Lover’ faded last week Wednesday (1) for his return vol- Named as defendants are Lou 
| into just a quarter-hour retort over | j}ey Everything was dropped after Levy’s Duchess Music, Don Rose- 
WNEW, N. Y. indie, by Jack Rael, | that ‘ | Jand, Roy Cormier, Mel Van and 


Patti Page’s manager, 
Col’s a&r 
the brawl on his regular 
“The 


Miller, 


N. Y. show, 


1 hn Does. 
In his turn at bat, Rael stressed 0 John Does 


the importance of competition to 
the record industry. ‘“‘There’s no 
reason,” he said, ‘‘why the public 


started | 
WNEW, 
Record,” 


chief, 


| of the song, 
are the same as 
“Blessing.” He 


those in his 


demands an 


Money 





should be forced to buy only one } 












version.” If the song is a big | Counting of all profits in addition 
enough hit, he added, everybody | t© damages, Tune was etched by | 








should have a piece of it. He men- | Perry Como for RCA Victor. 











THIS YEAR'S SANTA 














tioned that it’s become a common 
practice for major labels to cover 
the indies and none has raised any 
squaks. He cited Mille~’s following 
Denise Lor’s “If I Give My Heart | 
To You” on Majar with a Doris 
Day slice that had the same basic | 
idea. It’s not copying per se, he| 


DELANEY BICYCLING AGAIN 
Joe Delaney, RCA’s Label X 
sales chief, heads westwards again 


of distribs. He recently returned | 
| from a similar checkup. 


BABY 


| week 
| which will be released early next 
| year. 


| Jud Conlon’s 









| 


Plaintiff declares the first 14 bars | 
“Hit and Run Affair,” | 


ac- | 


— 


| 


| this week on a cross-country tour | 


Decca, 20th Team 
For Big Push On 


‘Business’ Album 


Decca Records and 20th-Fox are 
teaming on a major promotienal 
campaign for the soundtrack album, 
less the voice of Marilyn Monroe, 
on ‘“There’s No Business Like 
Show Business.” Diskery is kicking 
off its drive next week with spe- 
cial screening for disk jockeys and 
in all the major cities, 
Decca branches are seiting up the 
screenings in conjunction with 
20th’s staff. 

Irving Berlin, who did the score 
for the pic, has taped interviews 
circulation among the jockeys 


|same kind of plugging job he did 
ifor the Paramount pic and Decca 
‘album of “White Christmas.” Ber- 
lin’s music publishing staff is also 


| hitting the road to plug the film 


With Miss Monroe out 
due to her RCA 
Decca has wrapped up 
| the rest of the top players, includ- 
|ing Ethel Merman, Donald O’Con- 
nor, Dan Dailey, Johnnie Ray 
of Columbia Records) 
and Mitzi Gaynor. 


and album. 
of the Decca set 





Georgie Auld to Slice 
Jazz Oldies for Coral 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Coral is completing a new 12- 
inch LP album of jazz classics 
featuring Georgie Auld. Initial four 
sides were cut last week and the 
remainder will be recorded this 
to wind up the package 


Album shies* away from ‘‘wild” 


| jazz to provide a special treatment 


of the classics. Auld is backed by 


Rythmaires and side- 











imen who include vibist Terry 
| Gibbs. 
Latest 
DECCA 
Release 
‘STARS NEVER CRY 


b/w 


NOT TOO YOUNG 
TO HAVE MEMORIES 
CHARLIE 
APPLEWHITE 


Per. Mgt. Direction 
WYNN LASSNER WM. MORRIS AGENCY 

















from the 20th Century-Fox CinemaScope 
Phoduction “MJ OMAI'S-OR LD" 


IT’S A 
WOMAN’S 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION. 


It's Music by 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


FLAPPERETTE 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
(1619 Broadway, New York) 















































EARTH Recorded by rl! | wound up, it’s competition, and it’s 
A KITT —. , | good for the record industry, 
z HOMER & JETHRO Cited ; Victor 
ei LESLIE UGGUMS Rei . Victor pa . . 
a) Peer RTA BAR iahe. phe oa eeee b ni Hit Parade’ Lineup 
= Pete hea (On Dec, 4 NBC-TV Show) 
Sil (Non-exclus! wely Weonced he hasny ainbow 1. Mister Sandman Morris 
Publish ed by BMI) 2. Count Blessings Berlin 
a TRINITY & ed by 3. If I Give My Heart .. Miller 
a TY MUSIC, INC. = 4. This Ole House ..Hamblen 
= ee ee . ee 5. Teach Me Tonight Hub 
SSS Ba oe ' eee ° | 6. Papa’ Loves Mambo S-B 
——J 7.1 Need You Now ...Miller 


“America’s =Fastest 


= Selling=Records! 
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Competitive Ice Shows in Indpls. 


Touches Off 


Indianapolis, Dec. 7. + 


A battle between showmen, rem- | 
ceent of the oldtime circus wars | 
billposters would cover up| 
hit Indianapolis | 


ini 
when 


each other’s paper, 
last week. Arthur Wirtz, who has 
long been the major iceshow en-| 


trepreneur here, has been accused | 
of flooding the town with circulars | 
prospective customers to 


ask away from the Coliseum, 
where * ‘Holiday on Ice” started an | 
engagement yesterday (Mon.). 
Folder asked the customers to 
wait for the original show, “Holly- 
wood Ice Revue,” which Wirtz al- 
wavs pr oduc ed, and not to be 
misled by similarly named produc- | 
tions. It’s believed that Wirtz will 


play the city in the Spring at But- | 
ler Field House. “Holiday” spokes- | 
men claimed an advance of about | 
$85,000 for this stand and indicate | 
that it will be a big engagement 
for them. 

“Holiday * countered with ads in | 
“There is only 


the papers saying | 
one “Holiday on Ice’” and urged 
immediate attendance. 

Wirtz. in former years, held a 
lease on the Coliseum and thus | 


was able to tie up that house for | 
his own show which he played dur- | 
ing the fall or winter season. He | 
didn’t bid on a renewal of the 
lease this year. 


PIAF SET FOR THEATRE 
TOUR IN U. S. IN SPRING 


Edith Piaf will start 10 weeks | 
of theatre dates in the U.S. to be | 
played in 11. French chantoosey 
will play a string of houses starting 
March 7 in San Francisco. Gale | 
Agency set up the stands. 

Following the two-week Frisco 
deal. Miss Piaf continues in Den- 
ver for March 21; St. Louis, March | 
28. She lays off Holy Week and | 





start afresh with the Great North- 
ern Theatre, Chicago, starting 
April 11: Detroit, April 25; Toronto, | 
May 5, and Montreal for two weeks 


starting April 9. 

Miss Piaf was originally slated 
to make a long stand at the Ver- | 
Sailles, N.Y., but operator Nick | 
Prounis agreed to the tour on the 
proviso that she steer clear of New 
York and vicinity. 

| 





Chile Launches First | 


Stage-Pix Combo Policy 
Santiago, Nov. 30. | 

, Chiles first combination pic and 

age policy has been inaugurated | 
~ the Pacific Theatre here with | 
the playing of the Gina Louie. | 
brigida starrer, ‘La Insatisfecha” 
(The Unsatisfied), with the Argen- | 
others. 

Violins ensemble was booked by 
the newly-organized Conciertos y 
Espectaculos Limitada set up by 
Donato Roman Heitman, local rep 
of Southern Music, and _ Lolo 
Achondo, radio announcer. Heit- 
man and Achondo booked the vio- 
lin act into the Pacific for three 
weeks together with three perform- 
ances weekly for three weeks over | 
Radio Corporation, to be followed 
by appearances at the gambling 
Casino in Vina del Mar. 

\chondo and Heitman are nego- 
tiating to bring the French D’Arcy 
Ballet from Buenos Aires to the Pa- 
cific Theatre next. The Magic Vio- 
41nS IS an act consisting of seven 
Violins and a pianist. They also 
_trying to book Frankie Laine, 
Duke Ellington and Lucienne | 
Boyer for next year. 


are 





lex. State Fair Netted 
390G, Less Than in 753. 
Dallas, Dec. 7. 
The State Fair of Texas, in its 
16. day run, Oct. 9-24, made an es- | 
lated net profit of $300,000, expo 
p rez R, L. Thornton revealed to the | 
43-man directors’ board last week. | 
In 1953 the net was $350,439. Rec- | 
ord b.o. was 1949's sock $513,133. 
However, this year’s fair broke aii| 
attendance records with 2,506,463. 
Exee committee voted two more | 
Payments of principal and one of | 
‘nterest on Cotton Bowl bonds, pre- | 
Paying the debt to Jan. 1, 1963. 


Bowl bonds still outstanding total | 
$685,000, 


Wait’ Billing War 








Gordon Irving 


details that while TV is growing 
in the Highlands 


Vaude in Scotland Still 
Packs a Wallop 


* * * 


one of the many editorial features 
in the 


49th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 











jin Tokyo for 
| Korea. 


‘Sauter, Phillips to L. A. 
For Holiday USO Shows 


Fer Overseas Troops 


USO-Camp- Shows president | 
James Sauter and exec veepee 
Lawrence Phillips leave for the 


| Coast today (Wed.) to put the final | 


touches on the holiday troupes to | 
be sent to all parts of the world 
where U. S. troops are stationed. 
This is the fourth successive year | 
that these holiday shows will be | 
going out. 

This year, five special mission 
Air Force and Navy 
leave Burbank Dec. 
parts of the world. At present, 
it’s estimated that 86 performers 
will take off. 

Thirty performers will be as- 
signed to entertain in the Atlantic 
theatres. One troupe will go to 
France, Germany and England, and 
the other to Navy bases in North 
Africa. On the return flight, the 
latter group will perform in Ber- 
muda and Puerto Rico. Other 
group will work the Northeast Air | 


; Command, visiting isolated base in | 


Thule, Greenland, Baffinland, New- | 
foundland and Labrador. 


Performers flying westward will | 


stop at Eniwetok. One half will 
be flown to Guam, Phillipines and 
Okinawa. Balance of the group 


| will split into two units on arrival 


entertainment in 





Fields-Seeley Club Date 


Benny Fields & Blossom Seeley 
will play their first nitery date in 
some time at the Beverly Hills 
Country Club, Newport, Ky., start- 
ing Dec. 17. 

Duo had been heading an air 
show on WMGM, N.Y., until a few 
weeks ago. 


planes will | 
17 for various | 


Parnell’s Africa Dates; 
Anzacs Wooing Heath 


London, Dec. 7. 

Jack Parnell, British drummer- 
| leader is flying to South Africa oor 
a long theatre tour next March. Hel 
| will take with him his full orch, 
| plus his two singers, 
| all be part of a package show fea- 
turing British artists. 

At the same time, Ted Heath 
has received an offer to tour Aus- 





tralia and New Zealand next 
'spring. The project calls for a 
series of concerts extending over 
|, four weeks. 





Outlying Clubs 
Sign Names For 


Weekends Only’ 


The outlying clubs in the New 
York area are starting to tie up 
performers for successive week- 
| ends only. Not willing to spend 

tall coin for the portions of the 
week when many shouldn’t even 

e open, the operators are willing 
to spend important coin in order 
| to maintain top-level business over 
| the weekends. A slump during 
| that portion of the week puts them | 
in the losing column. 

One of the longer-range book- 
| ings was made last week when Ben | 
| Maksik’s Town & Country Club, 
Brooklyn, 
| four 
| ends 





week- 
Joni | 


successive 
starting 


three-day 
Friday (10). 


vard for two successive weekends, 
| and operators are shopping around | 


| for 
{in during these vital periods. 


BILL LOEB TO BOOK 
| FOR BIMBO’S IN FRISCO” 
| San 





Francisco, Dec. 7. 

Bill Loeb, Hollywood 
manager and agent, has_ been} 
| signed as house booker for Bimbo’s 
ne Club. This is the first time the 
|spot has had a regular booker 
| since Sam Rosey departed early 
last summer. 

The new move is expected ‘to 
change somewhat the nature of the | 
talent playing the club with an in- 
creased emphasis on record names 
and a bigger pitch to the younger 
customers. It is understood that 
| the spot has dropped off in its| 
| week by week business consider- | 
ably in recent months and 


Mel Torme and Margaret Whiting 
among others, 
business. Loeb formerly was with | 
MCA in San Francisco and is hip | 
to the local scene. 





Hilton-Statler Merger Cues New 
Talent Setup: Abbott May Take Over 


_ * Consolidation of 











and they will; 


Chairman of the AGVA Welfare 
Trust Fund 


Nat Abramson 
details the whyfore of 
Insurance for Performers, 
A Modern-Day Necessity 
* * * 


on interesting editorial feature 
in the upcoming 


49th Anniversary Namber 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 











Jee Bonds, Dallas Club 


Owner, Gets 8-Year Rap 


talent buying 
in the Hilton Hotels is about to be 
set. Presently, Merriel Abbott has 
been acting as entertainment pur- 
chaser for the Hilton Hotels, while 
John Grande has been holding a 
similar post for the Statler chain, 
recently taken over by Hilton. It’s 
reported that Grande is about to 
leave the post and Miss Abbott 
will take over. Chicago will serve 
as the buying center for the entire 
operation. 

A Hilton rep has been in resi- 
dence at the Statler Hotel in New 
York for the past two months 
studying the operation, and his 
recommendations are about to be 
put into effect. One of the items is 
the consolidation of talent pur- 
chases The N. Y. Statler has 
been serving as the centre of the 


Statler talent boys. 


However, there are some rum- 


| bles as to the permanency of the 


| Hilton 


On Morals’ Conviction 


| which had given the Statler chain 


Dallas, Dec. 7. 





| tavern operator, 


signed Jackie Miles for | 


any name that can lure them! 


personal 
| 


the | 
bringing in of Loeb, who manages | 


is aimed at hypoing | 


Joe Bonds, 44, former nitery and 
drew an eight- 
year prison sentence on a morals 


charge here last week from a jury | 


in Judge William McCraw’s crim- 
inal court here. 
| would appeal the decision. 

Ex-nitery owner disclosed he 
| was born Joseph Locurto and | 
changed his name to Joe Bonds | 


James recently played the Boule- {here in 1947 when he and his wife, 


| singer Dale Belmont, bought the | 
Sky Club while the vocalist was 
booked there. Last year Bonds 
| opened the midtown Blue Lady 
lounge and was ready to open a 
similar spot, the Blue Isle, when 
three morals charges were filed 
|against him by teenage girl 
| ployees. Two plaintiffs disap- | 
peared, and he was convicted on 
| testimony of a 15-year-old former 
| waitress. 

Earlier, the Texas Liquor Con- 
|trol Board had revoked his Blue | 
Lady beer license for sales after 
the midnight curfew in Texas; he | 
| was refused a license for his new 
|midtown Blue Isle, and County 
i Judge Lew Sterrett refused to re- 
|/new the license for Bonds’ huge 
| Sky Club ballroom. 











Texas Prairie Spot 

| Dallas, Dec. 7. 
Bea Hoffman has opened the 

Sadie Hawkins Club between Dal- 

las and Grand Prairie. Miss Hoff- 

man is a former model now turned 

nitery operator. 


At present jukebox music will be} Victor 


used, with name bands to be| 
| brought in on occasion. The spot 
boasts the largest dance floor in 
Texas. 
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with the Statler 
Hotels. The step has been con- 
|demned in financial circles as a 
/ union which had no economic base. 
The American Management Assn., 


merger 


an award as one of the better-run 
corporations, has taken away that 
award because of the merger. It’s 
also reported that Sen. Langer 
(R.-S.D.) wants a Congressional 


| investigation into the matter, 


‘LIBERACE TO GET 506 


Bonds said he | 


| 





WKLY. INL.V. HOTEL BOW 


Las Vegas, Dec. 7. 
Initial attraction at the Riviera 
|Hotel, slated to open its doors 


|early in April, 
| $50,000 per 


em-|,,: - 
| Miami’s 


| week deal 


| 





| 


| 


will be Liberace at 
week. It’s a record 
peak in the Las Vegas sweepstakes. 

Jack Goldman, operator’ of 
Clover Club and enter- 
tainment director for the nine- 
story hostelry here, closed a three- 
for the pianist, his 
brother George, and the 22-piece 
orchestra that backs Liberace on 
/his Columbia recordings. Liberace 
‘also will have final approval on 
| one additional act to be booked to 
round out the show. 


Joan Crawford will hostess the 


opening night cocktail party for 
$10,000 plus a free week’s vaca- 
tion. 





Comic Fiddler Yonely 
To Do a Victor Borge 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Comic violinist Yonely is getting 
|his first concert showcasing, a la 
Borge, in 10 midwestern 
cities this winter via Jay Lurye’s 
“Winter Theatre” series. Rouma- 
nian trick fiddler’s solo stint will 
be part of a string promoted by 
Lurye which also includes ‘Caine 
Mutiny Court Martial,’ and con- 
certs by Fred Waring, First Piano 
Quartet, and Hildegarde & Jack 
Whiting. 

Two-hour concert format consti- 


| tutes a big raise in stature for the 


| performer, who heretofore has ap- 
| peared as a brief vaude or cabaret 


| act. 


Yonely had made a clicko im- 


| pression in the territory last sea- 


| son. 


| Wis., 


His tour in the series be- 
latter part of February, 
cities like Green Bay, 
and, Duluth and Hibbing, 
Top admish for the concerts 


gins in 
through 


Minn. 


iis to be $3.60. 





'Shore’s Widow Sues For 
$60,000 in Fatal Crash 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 
Anita Shore Brown, widow of 
|late comedian Willie Shore, has 


| 


| 


| filed a $60,000 suit against owners 


of the Luke Club in Springfield, 
Ill., from which engagement Shore 
was returning when he was killed 
in a highway auto wreck on Oct. 


12, 1953 


| 


| toxicated before the accident. 


| 


| 
} 
| 


Suit charges bonifaces Hugo 
Giovagnoli and Harold Henderson 
with selling or giving liquor to 
Shore causing him to become in- 
Mrs. 
Brown, who remarried, is asking 
| $15,000 each for herself and three 
| minor children. 





Joanne Wheatley, who winds up 
at Eddys’, Kansas City, Dec. 9, fob 
lows with a stand at the Mapes, 
Reno, Dec, 16, 
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New 


Acts 








1T’/APACHE 
Songs, Guitar 

20 Mins. 

Little Club, N. Y. 


| 


1 as 


can be as atmospherically Gallic 
he wants, Basque shirt ’n’ all, 


'but perhaps one day a legit musi- 


L’Apache is a French guitarist- | 


singer whom Carmel Myers, former 
film star and now the wife of Para- 
mount Pictures sales topper Al 
Schwalberg, has been sponsoring. 
She had him on ABC-TV as a 
summer sustainer and spotted him 
into Billy Reed's Little Club, in 
itself a departure for the latter 
which has made much of its unob- 
trusive pianology and _ strolling 
atmospheric fiddling, whereas an 
“attraction” means an automatic 
20¢> Federal surcharge. This is 
something Reed long balked at, so 
ii is assumed he figures L’Apache 
will more than make it pay. 
Sidestepping the low-finance of 
like the Little 


a highclass bistro 
Club, L’Apache_ gets’ important 


showcasing but it’s still a question 
if he’ll emerge importantly as pres- 
ently routined. 

As the billing might indicate, 
he’s an attractive “troubadour 
Franeaise” but he still lacks a 
socko cycle of songs and somewhat 
misses impact on delivery. He is 
pleasantly perched on the piano 
with his medley of surefires—‘! 
Love Paris,” “‘La Seine,” Trenet’s 
“At Last” and the like — inter- 
larded with a little Spanish 
fiamenco and a novelty 
with “Papa Loves Mambo” 
French. 

As for that L’Apache billing, 
there is something incongruous 
about this politely atmospheric 
singing guitarist—or should it be 
guita ring singer?—making like a 
character from the rue de Lappe. 
Assuming L’Apache professionally 
outgrows that once-upon-a-yester- 
year “tough” faubourg and achieves 
stature as a show biz personality, 
he might find it an ree gpiggy mad 
built-up billing which no longer 
befits him. What's wrong with go- 
ing back. .o Pierre DuPont, or 
whatever, and utilizing his presum- 
ably authentic Montmartre early- 
youth background as part of 
show biz lore that attends any per- 
cent no matter his roots. He 


in 














| varying 


cal, or some kindred opportunity, 


will require him to dress in con-} 
| ventional 


mufti. Even the “Street 
had to come in off the rues 
radio sponsor beckoned. 


Singer’ 
when a 
Incidentally, 
showmanship, ex-hooter ' 
is a good sampling of maturity 
that comes with experience and 
an eager awareness of public stand- 
ards. He now makes with the 
cuisine like Escoffier, even unto a 
dinrer-of-the-month gimmick 
nationalistic idioms, along 
with an elastic concept that where 
once he found it suificient to see 
the Little Club as a guys-and-doils 


Billy Reed 


PAT MORGAN 
Songs 
25 Mins. 


| Gatineau Club, Ottawa 


| recent 


| Stars,” not only 


Pat Morgan’s been singing pro- 
fessionaily for some years but his | 
hypoing via winning an 
award. on Canadian Broadcasting 
'Corp.’s television show, 
made him w.k. to 
Canadian audiences but seemed to 
cue considerable improvement in 
his stage savvy. Morgan has socko 


| personality that moves easily across 


speaking of flexible | 


| to fit, 


in | 


footlights and floors to garner big | 


audience acceptance. Equipped 
with pipes that rate high in quali- 
ty, lad handles them with more 
ease and ability now and that, 
combined with selection of tunes 


tion. 
Morgan has topped some expert 
talent in the preliminaries and 


| semi-finals of the CBC video show 


|} a routine, 
| impressions. 


haunt, since then he has fortified 
it with solid groceries. There are 
such little but savvy bonifeceing 
tidbits like Faconi’s svelte fidaling, | 
With Jules Kati’s assistance, and 
Rudy Timfield tickling the ivories 
from dinner on. Reed’s prime 
problem some nights is his limited 
capacity. Abel. 
MARGOT & MALLIE 

Dance 

5 Mins. 

Ciub Savannah, N. Y. 

Margot & Mallie seem to be 
refugees from a Classical troupe 
who have gone in for commercial 


attempt ; 


{the speed of Mallie. 


the | 





COMEDY MATERIAL 


All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 Fiies $7.00—All 35 issues $25 
Singly; $1.05 per script. 


For 





3 Bks. PARODIES, book. $10 @ 
MINSTREL BUDGET $25 e 
4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. 335 = 
BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


$3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, — Rey: wr a thousand 


BILLY GLASON 


200 W. 54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 





























re LEW 
BLACK 
DUNDEE 


and PAT 


(Beauty and 
the Least) 
| A new note In 
Giamor Comedy 


Staged by 
Mervyn Nelson 














Currently 
to Jan. {) 
PALUMBO'S 
Philadelphia 
































WHEN IN BOSTON 
It's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
Avery & Washington Sts. 








| while his femme partner 
| appropriately clad in a white leo- 


| weaponry 


could happen. 


ithe overall effect. 


routines. Negro couple have blue- 
printed an Afro-Cuban item with 
sexy overtones to fill the require- 
ments of this spot. 

Male is one of the speedier danc- 
ers around. He has ability to do 
some amazing leaps and some diz- 
zving spins. At times, he 
slow up in order to permit his 
pariner to keep pace with him: 
However, it doesn’t mean that the 
girl is a sSlowpoke, but it would be 
an extraordinary femme to possess 
Their single 
is well received, but rou- 
displayed here would have 
large portions of it 
work in tonier spots 

Jose. 


number 
tine as 
to have 
scrapped for 


RAY ROMAINE & CLAIRE 
Acrobatics 
| 7 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 

fay Romaine & Claire, 
/worked theatres and niteries on 
the Coast prier to coming east, dis- 
play varied routines of tumbling, 
acrobatics and hand-to-hand _ bal- 
ancing. Male, an unassuming lad, 
is dressed in sport coat and slacks 
is more 


who have 


tard. 


| ments are in the tap vein. 


seems to} 


and still has to hit the finals. 
he shouldn’t wait for that before 
spotting in niteries, stage, 
and other video bookings where he 
would be a natural. Gorm, 


HAPPY BURROWS 
Dance, Impressions 
12 Mins. 

Club Savannah, N. Y. 

Harry Burrows is a good colored 
performer who can sing fairly well, 
do a good job of emceeing. tap out 
and top it all off with 
All of them are fairly 
well done. As a matter of fact, he 
seems to dissipate a lot of his tal- 
ents by failure to stay in any one 
bracket long enough to register a 
degree of excellence 

Burrows’ most promising mo- 
His two 
numbers in that category indicate 
that his cleats are fast and clean 
and he seems to be on the verge 
of an individualistic style. 
ever, in his second tap number 
reverts to something more or less 
surefire by miming Bill Robinson. 





| He does a vocal impression of The 


Well executed, their feats excite | 


| visual interest and the duo appears 


to be good tv material in addition 
to the vaude and nitery media. A 
sequence, in Which the femme kid- 


dingly holds up a sign with the 
legend, “No Applause,” while her 


is performing, is igncered 
by the customers who aaa Fae 
Way. 


FRAN GREGORY 


| Sengs 


12 Mins. 
Charley Foy’s, Sherman Oaks, Cal. | 

Fran Gregory is a singer who} 
She has all the nec- 
essary equipment, including a well- 
trained voice, looks and figure. 
the basis of her stint here, she’s 
a welcome addition to any nitery 
show and a possibility for records 
and tv, 

Sole drawback at the moment is 
a tendency to oversell. The arm 
and torso waving need to be toned 
down because they detract 
Other than that, 
makes a good im- 
earns plenty or re- 


he 


however, 
pression 
sponse. 
In addition to warbling Such 
fandards as “Will You Still Be 
Mine?” and “The Thrill Is Gone,” 
she goes in for vocal Carbonings 
of Lena Horne, Marilyn Monroe, 
Jane Froman and Marlene Diet- 
rich. The Horne is excellent 
the Monroe better than average, 
particularly on “Diamonds Are a 
Girl’s Best Friend.” Kap. 


she 
and 


























PATRICIA 
LORDIER 


“Just Returned from the Land of Manana” 


CHEZ AMI, Buffalo 


Thank You, MAX NOVELLE and NOEL SHERMAN 


Currently Appearing 








On! 


K 
| 


Ink Bill Kenny. 
down his exaggerated 
would aid his cause. Jose. 
RICHTARDI JR. 
Magic 
30 Mins. 
Olympia, Paris 

Though surrounded by six help- 
ers, this Peruvian magician bills 
himself single-o At a carioca 
empo he runs through all the w.k. 
tricks but performs them with a 
nonchalance that makes them in- 
triguing again. Things disappear | 
and return at will, 
vanish from chairs to end up in 
trunks brought out by two fey aids, 
and so it goes. Piece de resistance 
are two levitation bits that look 
real and enticing at closest 
scrutiny. 

It's fun to be fooled with this 
young, bouncy prestidigitator, and 


Spots’ 


of 


pretty girls! 


But | 


radio | 


How- | 
he | 


“Pick The | 





sets him in a top chant posi-| 


Il ny” 





Toning | v 
garb | 


j 


lover 
;quents, these seem {o be the last 


this sort of act is always a welcome | 


interlude on any vauder, nitery or 
tv show. It has distinct U. S. 
sibilities. Mosk. 


THE ORFATIS (3) 


ithe 


DOS- | 


——s Continued from page 1 


ing and tightening to make even 
more use of Miss Mason’s talent. 
But it’s still a solid offering. Red- 
head is a good bet for any medium, 
especially musical comedy. 

Trump, 





BOBBIE KIMBER 
Ventriloquism 

8 Mins. 

Empire, Glasgow 

Experienced English vent act has 
potential for the U.S. vaude mar- 
ket if pace of act could be speeded 
and sharper finish evolved. 

With lengthy hair and a puffed- 
up feminine face, male performer, 
with aid of makeup, could easily 
pass for a genuine distaffer. He'd 
be a wow if he would finish act by 


ILE DE FRANCE BOOKS 
BILL FOR CRUISE PREEM 


The Ile de France, which be- 
comes a cruise ship for the winter 
season, will make its first trip of 
the season Dec. 23 with a full com- 
plement of acts aboard. Among 
those signed to entertain on the 
boat are Don Tannen, Paul Duke, 
‘Gregory & Strong, Sid Gary, 
Sylvia Karlton and The Renards. 

James J. Grady books the tal- 
ent. 








discarding feminine trappings and | 


revealing himself a man, as he did 
at this vaudery on a previous trip. 
Ventriloquial talent is high. At 
show caught, he sat between two 
suitcases, with dummy on each, 
and contrived to create effect of 
one doll being the vent. the other 
his dummy. Act tends to become 
slowpaced in spots, and gags could 
be fresher, but overall results are 
good. 

Winds by creating dummy “Jen- 
from hand and fingers with aid 
of lipstick and greasepaint. 

Gord. 





MARGUERITE & CHARLES 
Comedy Acrobatics 
5 Mins. 
Empire, Glasgow 
Mixed duo are 
workers with strong 
comedy. 
partner 


pleasant acro 
element of 
into air, catches her, 
with her while she treads around 


on hands. Lifts and graceful posi- 
tionings also merit applause. 


Male also circles the femme 
round and round in rotating man: 
ner by holding ‘hand under het 
armpit. He is garbed in lounge 


suit and soft felt hat; she’s shapely 
young blonde. Possibility for U.S 
raude. Gord. 











Java Spots 


could a there on modest means, 


no longer can afford the prices 
now moe ary 
Perhaps, these conditions have 


brought on the coffee houses. Like 
Bohemianism, it’s a development 
brought over from the Continent. 


| With liquor prices being what they | 
and many having been taken | 


are, 
by peculiar kinds of delin- 
refuge of the Villagers who still 
cling to the vestigal Bohemianism 
in the sector. 

The atmosphere is pleasant, 
prices fairly 
ing that the customers linger 
coffee cups interminably, and 
the beverage and the conversation 
stimulating. 

Indeed the Village trend can be 
seen during the weekday nights 
when the nearby NYU lets out. The 
scholars bypass the strip joints 
despite the doormen-barkers, they 
steer clear of the saloons and go 
into the coffee joynts. 

The matriculants 
transformed from 


the 


been 
to 


have 
steweds 


| studes. 


Acro 
10 Mins. 
Olympia, Paris 

Garbed in flowing parodies of 
Arabian Nights costumes, this} 
bouncy trio does a series of bal-| 
ancing and easy manipulating in 
{the acro category to make this a 
fine opener or filler. 

Looks like a nice bet for U. S. 


nitery or Mosk. 


vaude spotting. 


| LOU ELLIOTT 


| 


from } 


Songs 
10 Mins. 
Club Savannah, N. Y. 

Lou Elliott. who has graduated 
from the ranks of ny vocalists, 
is an interesting singe Although 
hip in the manner of neta day 
singers, this songstress brings in 
some of the characteristics of her 
Negro forbears. There’s a touch of 


| spirituals in some of her tunes. It’s 


and 


a highly interesting style that en- 
tices attention. 
Miss Elliott is an attractive look- 


took over 


}one exception, a spot that 


| line 


er and well-gowned. Her tunes are 
standards that are easily assimi- 
lated but her offbeat treatment | 


makes her an item for attention of 
the uptowneries. Jose. 
TRUDIE MASON 
Songs, Dance 
17 Mins. 
NCO Club, Omaha 

Trudie Mason is a vivacious red- 
head looker with ge moxie who| 
may be 
has personality, a 


Si 


| will 


headed for big things. She | 
Betty Huttonish | 


energy, and a style of comedy not 
too unlike Martha Raye. There 
aren't many dull moments when 
she’s on 

\iiss Mason opens in a baggy 
Sailor suit for “South Pacific,” | 
winding up with an okay tap ses- 
sion. Then she strips the uniform, 
revealing her in a low-cut formal 
that displays a trim figure. After 
a brief gab session, she socks over 
a Jolson impression to wind up way 
ahead, 


Act could stand some reroutin-, 


The coffee houses, with wide as- 
sortment of Italian pastries, can be 
expensive too. Some types of cof- 
fee go to 50c per cup but that’s 
for the carriage trade. 

It is a fact that the coffee houses 


hit the upbeat as rougher elements | 
The girls | 


in the Village, 
with muscles and the soprano boys 
have retired to new haunts, with 
mixes 
the breeds. 

The espresso coffee house vogue 
has spread into the ’50s. At one 
of them, the after-theatre crowds 
up waiting for space. Indeed 
should the ib gr syne become 
more widespread, it’s possible that 
a temperance Fed of cocktail 
lounge will be on its way. It's not 
unréasonable to assume that they 
install strolling players as 
competition becomes keen. As a 
matter of fact, there’s a strolling 
group in the Village that makes 
the round of the coffee houses. 
After a set they pass the hat. So 


a start in that direction has been | 


made. 


reasonable consider- | 
over | 


‘Myles Bell Inked For 


London Palladium 

Myles Bell has been signed for 
two weeks at the Palladium, Lon- 
don, starting March 17. Comic 
had been working with Christine 
Jorgensen, but split the act about 
a month ago, to resume solo work. 
Bell played one week in England 


, With Miss Jorgensen, several 
imonths ago, and while there 
played three weeks of vaude 


stands as a single. 

Pair split when the duo returned 
to the U. S. Lee Wyler has re- 
; placed Bell in Christine’s act. 
Christine and Bell are both repped 
by Charles V. Yates. 


Male throws his distafi | 
then 
engages in ballroom-style dancing | 





Omaha Union Council 


To Promote Aud Show 


Omaha, Dec. 7. 

First signing of a club date for 
a union in this part of the coun- 
try was completed last week when 
William J. Mattey of the Carpen- 
ter’s Council Urion inked Don 
Romeo of local Paul Moorhead 
Agency to produce a show for his 
| outfit at the city aud next month. 
Romeo will bring in the Eddy 
Haddad, Skeets Mahoney and Lame 
bert Bartak orch’'s, eight-gal line, 
the Darling Debutantes, plus Helen 
Boyce, Karl Wayne and the Two 
i Checkers. 








Niiss 
NAOMI 
STEVENS 


"Chants With a Chuckle" 
Currently: 
ESQUIRE RED ROOM 
DAYTON, OHIO 


Dir.: JIMMIE HUSSON 
| 119 W. 57th St., New York 























SHE’S DYNAMITE! 











Currently 
Sahara Hotel 
Las Vegas 
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Direction 


MERCURY ARTISTS 








KIRBY STONE 








FOUR 


Currently 


LATIN CASINO 
Phitadelphia 











Mgt.: 
WYNN LASSNER 
Assoc., Inc. 


Dir.: 
WILLIAM MORRIS 


| Agency 















































CAB CALLOWAY 


“Cab Calloway proves at every... turn | 
that he is one of the great song stylists | 
and showmen of all time.“ 


Mot. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 


HY GARDNER in 
Herald Tribune, Nov. 29 


| 
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Vande, Cafe Dates 





New York 


Carl Brisson starts a stand to-| 


night (Wed.) at the Detroit Ath- 
letic Club.. 

yacted for the Latin Quarier, 
Mi 1 Beach... Francis Renault 


has entered the New York Hospi- | 
. Manuel Cape- | 


tal tor surgery 


tille, current at the Pierre Hotel, 
.s been re-inked for an April 
stand at this hotel. He goes into 


the Ambassador, 


29 . Ted Lewis, 

ve n the road, is taking a short 
va yn prior to resuming troup- 
ing at the Saxony Hotel, Miami 
Beach, Jan. 11... De Castro Sis- | 
ters into the Elegante, Brooklyn, 
Dec. 9. . . Denise Darcel signed | 
for the Sans Souci, Miami Beach, 
March 22. 


Pat Carroll has signed for the | 


Blue Angel, N. Y., Dec. 13... 
Dominique re- -enters the U. Ss. from 


France for an engagement at the 
Flamingo, Las Vegas, Feb. 17 
Jack Carter into the Beachcomber, 
Miami Beach, Dec. 23. 
Chicago 
Blue Angel, Chi, bringing back 


The Charmer and Talley Beatty on 
Jan. 28 for eight frames .. . Billie 
Holiday opens Rodeo Club here 
Dec. 15 through New Year’s Eve 

_Anita O’Day returns to Stream- 


liner indefinitely beginning Dec. 8 | 


Your Step Bros. to Des Moines 
Auto Show for eight days begin- 
ning Feb. 5... Three Suns play- 
ing Fazio’s, Milwaukee, Dec. 3 for 
three weeks . 
opening two framer at 
Room, Milwaukee, Dec. 
Penny Singleton opens 
bach Hotel, Kansas City, on Jan. 
14 for two weeks, with Larry 
Logan featured ... Crew Cuts set 
for two days at Des Moines Auto 
Show beginning Jan. 30. 


Dallas 
Franey’s newest icer, 
” at Hotel Adol- 
. George 


Towne 
> are 


Dorothy 
“Holiday Hilarity, 
phus for six weeks. 
Gobel toplines six-act revue, 
Freddy Martin’s orch, for Lions’ 


Club at State Fair Auditorium 
Dec. 14. Twice-nightly revue 
plays Houston Dec. 13. Jack Car- 








Don't Buy A New Car 
Until You Talk to 


SAM ANGER 


(Brother of HARRY ANGER at GAC) 


For The Best Deal On A 
FORD : 


FORD 
THUNDERBIRD 


Call me at: 
TED ‘ROWLAND, Inc. 


of LYNSROOK, LONG ISLAND 


LYnbrook 97-0600 

















BUD AND CECE 


ROBINSON 


NOW ON TOUR 
IN TEXAS 


Management: MCA 





Los Angeles, Dec. | 
back from a 


Muehle- | 


with | 

















NOW 


Thunderbird Hotel 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

















BEST COMEDY BITS 


5 different acts. 


Over 20 minutes of 
swift-moving 


material. All for $5. 


A. GUY VISK 


Writing Enter oe 
196 Hill Street 4 





“eC Tro YY. 
reators of Special Comeas “Material” 








| son spells Gobel in Tulsa, Dec. 9, | 
j}and Fort Worth, Dec. 10. . 
|& Sondra Steel set for 


> ipango 
Club, Dec. 10-19. . 


Baker Hotel | 


| Dec. 13-25; Maureen Cannon, ; 
| 27-Jan, 1; Joanne Gilbert, Jan. 
14-27 and Julius LaRosa, Feb. 
18-26. Dick Barlow orch replaces 


Joe Reichman on Dec. 27... Ernie | 


{Rudy crew one-nighting at Lou- 
ann’s ... Mal Fitch, pianist, held | 
over at Tabu- Room... Larry} 
| Hickey, 88’er, into new Village 
|Club... “Varieties of 54” in Mc- 
Farlin Aud one-nighter has Tito 
|Guizar, Candy Candido, Bobby 


Winters, Los Barrancos and Benny 
Strong orch for Temple Emanu-El 
benefit. 


Omaha 
| Lowe, Hite & Stanley pacted for 
|a week at Tony Domino’s Italian 


Village in Lincoln prior to their 
| depariure for Caracas, Venezuela, 
Dec. 20. Comics are slated for 


America... 
continues at 


| eight weeks in South 
Jim McGowan, comic, 
Westward Ho, Jr... 
Hellman, duo pianists, in second 
month at Cottonwood Room of the 
Blackstone Hotel ... Cliff Winehill 
opening at Don Hammond’s Seven 
Seas Friday (10) ... Dave Alexan- 
der combo held over at Ed Micek’s 
Happy Hour Lounge. 











Vegas Deals 


Continued from page Il 





. Bob MacFadden | 


|in the number of cafe weeks is the 
| present tax structure. After an ac- 
countant or financial adviser de- | 
cides on the total amount that can 


Dec. | 


Betty & Jane Kean | sets Bill Norvas and Dee Arden, | 


'BORGE GROSSES 196 


| 600 in his one-niter 


Jon | Inquirer 


ON HIS NIGHT OFF | 


Victor Borge scored a huge $19,- 
at the Arena, 
for the Philadelphia 
charities, Sunday (5). 
Affair was a sellout and 
been plugged for a long period 
by the paper. Comedian has been 


Philadelphia, 


| working his one-man show at the 


| Golden Theatre, N. Y. 


| 


. Bob & Bertie | 





his night off. 


Wirtz § Srots Ice Show 
On Colsate Comedy Hour’ 





To Cash in on TV Plug. 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 
Frequent tv exposure garnered 


by competing ice shows the past 
couple of seasons is seen as the 
big factor in Arthur M. Wirtz’s 
deal with the Ted Bates ad agency 
for the spotting of his “Hollywood 
Ice Revue” on the NBC-TV “Cel- 
gate Comedy Hour” Dec. 26. 
Entire 60-minute show will be 
built around the blade display and 
will emanate from Wirtz’s Chicago 
Stadium where the “Revue” will 
be making its annual Xmas stand. 
Aside from the undisclosed pay- 
ment from the tv sponsors, it’s 
known that Wirtz figures the cross- 
country video exposure of Barbara 
Ann Scott and company will be a 
good trailer for the blader’s na- 
tional tour. Probably the widest 
user of tv for its exploitation 
values (plus the usual fees) has 
been John H. Harris for his “Tee 
Capades” with the annual 
of the Town” visit and star Donna 


| Atwood’s product endorsement via 


| be earned in cafes without harming | 


overall finances, a performer will 
to get so many weeks at such a 
figure, and is most likely to refuse 
other offers. 

Of course, the primary 
plot is tentative, so that allowances 
can be made for television appear- 
ances, record royalties, and per- 
haps a film or so. Thus the agen- 
cies have been able to get a good 
quota of names at the beginning 
of the year, and again toward the 
end of the year, if other sources 
of income didn’t materialize. 


niteries throughout the country. 
For example, the Chez Paree, still 
one of the top cafes in the coun- 
try, hasn’t been able to get 
talent with the frequency it used 
to. Other towns, such as Philadel- 
phia and Boston, cé innot rely on a 
steady flow of top names. The Town 
Casino, Buffalo, has been able to 
hold onto its quota of names, but 
how long it will be able to do so 


erators Harry Altman and Harry 
Wallens to meet ever-increasing 
salaries. 


The failure of many toppers to 
go into cafes has left the field wide 
open for record names. Latter cate- 
| gory can virtually name their own 
| price in many situations. Operators 
| would like to get lures for the more 
| mature audiences as well, but there 
| haven't been too many of the lat- 

ter of late. 
| The agencies cannot argue 
| against the accountants except to 





counter with the fact that they'll 
| find that they will one day wear 
welcome in some of the 
and then 


| out. their 
| spots they play regularly, 


| other spots may hesitate to use 
|them. The agencies have long 
| argued that they need to work 


more spots than they do if only in 
| order to develop a backlog of clubs. 
At the same time the agency men 
want them to play a wider circle of 
spots if only to make it easier for 
some niteries to stay open. 


EI Rancho Vegas Inks 
Kent to Three-Yr. Deal 


Las Vegas, Dec. 7. 

Latest long-term talent deal 
inked here is between comic Lenny 
Kent and El Rancho Vegas. Hos- 
telry signed Kent to a three-year 
pact for eight weeks annually. 

Kent, recently teamed with Rose 
Marie, is returning to the cafe 
circuit as a single. 


Ethel Waters’ Tour 


Ethel Waters, who appeared on 
Broadway two seasons ago in a 
| program of songs under the title, 
'*At Home with Ethel Waters,” will 
tour shortly in a similar show. 
| Offering is being booked on a 
'one-nighter concert basis. 











will be up to the willingness of op- | 7 
| Colony, 


This has had a serious effect on 


| 


the | 


the spot commercial route. 


Benefits accruing from the tele | 


Y*** | Showcasing have 1 e 3 
tell his agency that he would like | S 2 oo 


Wirtz, who, through 
tional Boxing Club identity 
James Norris, 


with 
is well aware of the 


. , electronic medium’s impa 
financial | uae 


The tv appearance, incidentally, 
poses a busy day for the skating | 
crew, what with the regular Sun- | 


day matinee and evening perform: | 


ances bracketing the tele stint. 





Brit. Colony’s Morris Due 


In N.Y. on Talent Hunt 


London, Nov. 30. 
Harry Morris, operator of the 
Colony Restaurant in Berkeley 


Square, sails via the Caronia Dec. 
4 and arrives in New York a fort- 
night after visiting Bermuda, Nas- 
sau and Jamaica. He will be on 
the lookout for talent to play his 
cafe in ’55. 


Last week, Morris closed a deal | 


with Anita Ellis to headline at the 
starting Dec. 13. She is 
currently 
Jeanne Crain in the vocals of 
“Gentlemen Marry’ Brunettes.” 
She did a similar chore for Rita 
Hayworth in “Miss Sadie Thomp- 
son.” 


had | 


Sunday is | 


“Toast | 


his Interna- | 


in London dubbing for | 


‘Doucet Switched from Montreal 


| To Reorganize Quebec AGVA 








TV Pro & Con 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Importance of tv in creating 
a nitery personality is  prob- 
ably best exemplified in the 
case of Ann Sothern. The 
Beachcomber in Miami Beach 
has forwarded a firm offer of 
$22,000 per week for a two- 
week stand beginning Feb. 10. 
Sne would share billing with 
Sophie Tucker. 

Ironically, she will probably 
have to turn down the offer— 
because of the pressure of tv 
work. 











Mob Influence 


Continued from page 1 








ready acting on other licensing and 
investigative problems having to 
do with “undesirables.” 

Applicants for a gambling li- 
cense for the Desert Spa on the 
Las Vegas strip, were ordered to 
withdraw gambler Sol Gershen- 
horn as one of their prospective 
partners. The commission voted 
unanimously to inform the appli- 
cants that Gershenhorn, former 
|Los Angeles gambler, was undesir- 
able because of his background 
and associations. 

Cliff Young, reelected Republi- 
can congressman-at-large of Ne- 
vada, told the Reno Chamber of 
| Commerce that Peterson’s charges 
can cause attempts at Federal leg- 

i islation of Nevada gambling—or to 
|tax gambling out of existence. 


| Most of the concerned city offi- 
cials and the Tax Commission it- 
self are not shocked so much at 
the charges, as the publicity which 
will resuit. The Tax Commission 
has been growing progressively 
strict in its licensing and policing. 





The tremendous upsurge of gam- | 


bling applicants, particularly in 


commission’s and 
| work. 

A new aspect of the underworld 
influence, however, is not the li- 
i'censing of underworld figures, but 
the use of such undesirables as pit 


responsibility 


bosses and the like. It appears 
likely that the Tax Commission’s 
power will increase to a screening | 


of all gambling employees 

Nevadans themselves are prob- 
|ably more concerned with the 
problem than people outside the 
state. They are particularly in- 
terested in keeping the Nevada | 
| state’s economy rests, in great 
|gambiing house clean since the 
|part, on the great tourist trade 
| brought in by legalized gaming. 


southern Nevada, has increased the | ready 


Montreal, Dec. 3. 
Paul Doucet, former : assistant 
manager of the American Guild of 
| Variety Artists’ office here in 


} 


| Montreal before he resigned, 


was 


ithis week named manager of the 


ment 
| AGVA. 


AGVA setup here following agree- 
between the AFM and 
At same time, Bob Logan 


| was appointed head of the Toronto 





| biz back to the old level. 


| Paree 


| 








| in 


| Copa 


| 
| 


branch. 


Doucet now has the job of re- 
shaping the membership of AGVA 
in Quebec and it will be several 
weeks before those who resigned 
to go with the auxiliary organized 
by the AFM and rival arists union 
are back in the fold. 

More than 90 clubs automatic- 
ally renew their AGVA _ agree- 
ments, but the general apathy to 
the talent offered over the past 
six months is still around. To date 
there is little indication that any 
of the clubs are prepared to bring 
Chez 


closes mid-December for 


| several months on a refurbishing 


deal and the Esquire, one of the 
original niteries in town, closes out 
about the same time with indefinite 
plans for the future other than to 
keep their small lounge and bar 
open. 

All fees paid by AGVAites to the 
Musician’s auxiliary will be refund- 
ed and both unions have adopted 
a ‘“come-home-everything’s-forgiv- 
en” mood. Leo Rivet, who re- 
signed with Doucet, will be rein- 
stated and continue as a national 
ooard member but Armand Mari- 
on, former AGVA head, will bow 
out, continuing to work as an agent 
and entertainer. 


VFW Sue Bill Kenny 
For $500 for Non-Show 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 7. 
Bill Kenny, formerly leader of 
ithe Ink Spots who has been a 


single just a little. more than a 


week, has a suit on his hands al- 
The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of Charleroi, near hear, are 
suing him for $500, plus inciden- 
tal expenses, for failing to put in 
an appearance Sunday night, Nov. 
21, to play a one-nighter. They 
claim it cost them more than that 
refunds when Kenny pulled a 
non-show. - 

He had been working downtown 
here that week and after 
closing there Saturday night stayed 
over Sunday to do the annual Va- 
riety Club banquet and after that 
the Charleroi date. However, when 
Variety affair ran late and Kenny 
didn’t go on until two hours later 
than he expected, singer figured he 
was too tardy for the VFW book- 
"ing and bowed out. 














GAS LIGHTS and PINK TIGHTS 














15th 


WEEK in LAS VEGAS 


at the Golden Nugget 


Comedy — Songs and Dances — Variety Acts 
Lavish Costuming — Exciting Production Numbers 


—A-MARQUEE PRODUCTION — 


Produced by the Famous "DRUNKARD" 


— 22nd Year in Hollywood 


For Available Dates on "Gas Lights and Pink Tights" Contact 
Marquee Productions, 600 N. Vermont Ave., Los Angeles, Calif., Normandy 2-112) 











52 





St. Regis. New York 
Milt Shaw 


Or F Bari Ensemble; $1.50- 


E eo urtright 





$2.50 

This is a sixth engagement at the 
Mais t f Rosalind Court- 
right, v makes her an estab- 
| j C Oo Oo I oven Cc i- 
1 She displays Many oi tne 
1 ics t ical of acis that iulall the 
needs of this. sort of- fancy rath- 
skelle That is to say she is smart 

thout over Straining the atten- 


tion ol tne posa clientele, which 3 AS 


nnd ; jienc 
the iageai audience ior 

















any talent. Invariably there are 
tables ait the eaisemeste more fas- 
cinated by 1eir ow vn private wit 
than by the performer’s lyrics. It’s 
a toss (rr a deb with one 
eye I : long pageboy bob 
is more distractive than an oder 
fer fatale from down Old West- 
bt av. who has been swimming | 
in champagne. Either sort do all 
th an hin the scope of their 
I refinement, to keep the 
men in their ty from giving ex- 
clusive mncet stration to the female 
at the mike trying to make a living. 


t holds the floor 

and evokes about the 
tribute rendered in this 
would be a truism to say 

good as her material 
be better. Actually it 
accurate to report she’ 
her material. She wo rk 
n 


‘ourtrigh 


minuces 





+ 
Ss 
S 


at 


1ority and cha a 
and largely aiemtashen 
attention of those 
who would be 
any ’ hint that they were 
bred—they have money, 





shoc , = 


10t well 


I 
don't they 





One song, My Career,” which 
iertakes to tell in patter the ups 
id f Miss Courtright in| 


aqowns Ol Nh 
business, is 
that can 
additional 


rather 


a very 
stand embellis 
angles. Her 
than mimickry) of 
Merman roused spontaneo 
iation and is in a vein 

Courtrigh 


promis ing 


shing 





us 
= 
t 





s “hanier that Miss righ 
c manage very well. In general, 
the patter stuff puts her over, and 
she could use more of it. Her voice 
is a competent vaude-type instru- 
m but the songs that are Just 
s nain a bit too conspicuous- 
ly “filler,” for all that a trouper 
requires *~hange of pace: 

St. Regis, per usual, provides al- 
most unint dancing via 


Ray Bari units _ They 
and the 
crowded. The 
remain excel- 


c 
errupted 
Milt Shaw and 
maintain a st 
floor is i 
kitchen and service 
lent. The manners of the staff are 
impeccable. Only manners of the 
guests ‘some of ‘em) could be 
criticized Land. 


eady beat, 


y 
f 





Sands. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Dec. 1. 
Louts 


Hi T pany iv (6 

Cromptd Chuck -Nels Copa 
Girls (12), Antonio Morelli Or 
(12 - no co r or riwnin ” 


amone and the 
pany Five 
fortnighter 


atever biz 





that should 
is around right 





ge of the Copa Room 
place to spend a hor 






yne’s young 
S so! audience, 
ot a ether. At 
least, that oank man- 
ager probz 
With the -conductor 
Ta Bern nmmer Sid 
Buikin, D feeling 
and t ing yrogram of 
, Ls a gle 
> cl ¥ rt’ min- 
’ sv he’s ma- 
1 1 \ to Cc u 
F itery n all his own. “Ar 
] Portug n “Dream Yo 
a bles Await are s d \v ls 
: t the N mess of You S 
’ & + tc b st < +1 > - 
come rough wit 
i po} T Can Tak I 
A Fy I t 
} k Sir \ S neve S 
has its « s to stand « 
as ered ¢ D yn Septen 
= _ T€ r _ , rer >T > > 
a e ou t ny V ¢ t 
* . + Po hye T c { 
s f i I've G Iwo Left Fee 
is a sprignti vh-ir r A 
standout rhythm number is “L 
There Be Love.” while by no means 


his best is “Sorr ento.” 
voice of Robert Merrill 
remembered in the same room in 
the same melody Dee 
advised to resort to his othe 
et tunes 
The Louis. 
—they are L 
and Jordan makes the 
clicks solidly. By t r 
ber proves arouser. The group'sfave 
“Ni body Here But Us Chickens” 
and “I Need You Now” are tops 
“If I Give My Tenet to You” is 





turns, every num- 


a nice ballad. “I'll Die Hap, 
finds the leader in happy by-play 


wita 


| weaken ed by son 





ee wenth- | 


diners. and members of his! 


NIGHT CLUB REV IEW me &. 











crew. “Caledonia” turns the whole 
thing into a jam session 

Nanci Crompton re 
n bailet fashion to 1 

I Antonio Morel h | 
vides good backing to Damone and 
the pair of heldover production 

imbers featuring vocalist Chuck 
Nelson Bob 





r Hotel. L. 


"a ‘a zeles, Dec. 1 


A. 


Harry. James O (1@), Joyce 
Bry iy Ryan & Ray McDo 





ibassador aim s 
headlined ft “Maer 


boo king wil 


> Dec: em- 


d 
odds are the 


come some 


Idrums 






of L 

Hour-lor 
trimmed to bet ter . 
e of the — 
here more clos ely to thei 
1s but the el ements are on 
hand And budg etwise, it’s a good 
Cocoanut Grove buy for thi j 









somewhat 
und for most of the eve- 
ning ag gets an all too brief show- 
casing in the floorshow with James 
handling “Brave Bulls” and 
‘Trumpet Blues,” while Gordon 
Polk is spotlighted on a vocal of 
“Funny That Way.” The trumpet 
ensemble work behind James is 
up to the peak expected of thi 
aggrecation and the a res 
is a fooi-tapping stanza that ist 
found too often in hotel rooms. 
Peggy Ryan & Ray McDonald 
open with a song and dance turn 
that has some highspots, but is 
ne bad comedy 
patter that produces, at best. sim- 
pers instead of smiles. On foot, the 
team is topnotch: they have the 
feel and flavor of the old t\ 
and their softshoe and Charleston 
stuff is excel lent with the La 
cashire ( look, ma, ne |} 
peak interest 
r and less gab is indica 
Bryant has 
nge of pace to re 
st in this layout. 
ith George Rhodes acc 
s best yn the stuff yv 
she pounds over 
“Running Wi ild.”’ 
wel “with 


tare too 
I've Got a 





crew works 


wraps 








0-a-day 











too much 







+ (nN io 


to Jimmy McHugh 
wasn't in her genre 
rangement reveals 





Jone San Franeiseo 
1 Fran 


1cisco, Nov. 30. 





Kar 5 Ernie 
ne & 
Heckscher Or $2 50 cover. 

One of the strongest acts to hit 


this Hill nig 


Nob 
time, the Mary Kaye Trio, 
to a sceptical 


ond nur 


itspot in 
opened 
house but by the sec- 

d them wrapped up 
by ‘the end of the 


some 


. 
comple 











50 minut including en- 
cores), th was loath to 
let them g 

Strong point of act is its 
clever mixture of gags and song 
They are a miniature musical 


Kaye, leader 
the group, has 
1 personality 
yoice and natur 


her voice is 








es it as a ven 





Am h 


0! pine 


S ep c¢ yr K<- 
S} te 
Lor a rre- 
nt . > sa 
a 
keround to the other. When 
F x J s, whose main a r S 
. : : B ¢ 
A ) t » 
A s } 1 nger Norman 
> Got A ” 
Hows his hect < S 
t _ ir con edy AS a t- 
e to he is socko and 
3 r the Beguine,” . 
€ tor to kh 
‘er 
standout f 
Ross, the othe 
icubles on accordion, drums and 
conga drum fer added musical 
} 3 © ; : lier im 
‘ At ncs — 1 Is continually ln 
miiiccin a nd ki o f 
mugging and cracking a ast 
p atter. Working together 


bit 
ne” 


and the “Be- 
routine, they 





the "Moon! 








pack a solid wallop. 

The presentation of the rvrou p is 
toy rank They have complete 
control of their voices, use avan am- 


ics Mg ar tp switch from senti 


nt to ft] It takes a 
C t Ke with a serious 
3 and be successful musl- 


VARIETY 
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| are both unknown here 











| Blinstrub’s, Boston 
Boston, Nov. 30 
Johnnie Ray, Orioles (2), Ar- 
: Rolar do. [ f 


Susanne, Michael Gaylord Orcl 
12), Lou Weir, organist; $2.50 





Despite the fact this is 1 
Ray’s second appearance here in 
ar and he’s not 
hit record, the 
7 1 a 


sizable 


iu ze 





ua 
him int promi- 
rs ago, he ha 
wn considerably, 


it when custom- 
ferou sly. demand 
“Cry” and 


resorting to 
voicer 
rademark 
White Cloud . 
Giving out 
purveys a mixed 
cludes, along with S, 
“Papa Loves Mambo.” kidding 
around with the “ughs,” practically 
flipping with “Oh. Such a Night,” 








fe 
Q. 


inserting a bit of 
with a revivalist 
of byplay, 


fe mme 


umber. A bit 
via bussing several 
ringsiders, mabs squeals 
result is a solid showmanly 





lineup is in the Blin- 
tradition. McCaffrey & 
a terp te am, set a nifty 
terping to “St. Louis Blues 
following with a couple 
Rolando, 
frequently, 
continues to astonish with his 
hand balancing stunts atop a lamp- 
post. The Arnauts, also w.k. here, 
score in the yock department with 
their zany fiddling and bird talk 
rout ines. The Orioles, a boy an 
gal trapeze team, round out 
ill with standout tricks on 
gh swinging crossbars. 
Michael Gaylord’s 
band showbacks capably 
customer terp assignments 
ist Lou Weir Elie. 








organ 





Statler. Hartford 
Hartford, Dec. :. 

1 Bros. (2), The De- 
Marlos 2): Steve Kisley ‘Or oh, 
uw Drummond; $1 cover, 


layout in the Terrac 
trong on the boards, 
has little m arquee value her 

Drona Bros. and the 





actor to the pre-Xmas dropoff 
failure of the hotel to advanc 
the divertissement and 
1ere’s a good reason why the 
oom isn’t drawing this sesh 
The DeMarlos open witt 
fully executed terpsichorean rou- 
i and maintain same at a fast 
Their patter efforts fail be- 
cause pair i breathless from 

prior dance. Number would have 
been more effective if done in 





Moti ot hn 





skill- 





pat Cc. 


iss) 


Y ant 
panto. 
The Dronans, ve of 


circuit, take over the 
ment of the show. Pair. 
and patter, sell effecti ely 
harmony work is excellent. TI! 
pair indulge in some aud parti 
pation stunts to effective result 
Steve Kisley orch play 
] dansapation befo 

n 2, dition to backin 
ns. Th:tish Dee Drummor 


he t } roht +} mala 
Out at sesn Caugnt with a coid 











J athan Ww nters - orge Lafaye 
& | 4 Mort Sahl, Susa J 
Ji j Lyon Trio, Bart Ho 
S dover 
as “ae 
tnis yu 
n $ 
plaved the | roc 








Sahl, a newcomer from the 





s aking n pow here 
0k steady attrac- 
n ¢ pnt 
n c tv Cir- 
' 7 
H the George 
: . 
I L ions are 
4 aye Johnson with 
a sopmnist] tur S good 
x ae . 
€ rt ] 3 an. ~pe 
found in town 
? :c y Y 7 4 - ° 
» 1S u S ® - ic nos 
i ) t of n- 





n in his fir date. He 
nbines an offbeat style of de- 


with some hig literate 
1 in a manner that’s going 


those love- 
onalities, but 
for him- 


to make him one “ 
im-or-hate-him pers 

he’s sure to make a name 
self de the process. His delivery— 
it minds of the street-corner 
booki e who’s just discoVered books 
and wants to tell the world about 
them—virtually stuns the audience 
but rapidly proceeds to 
panic “the ringsiders. He heightens 
he sense of the offbeat by 


toto 





using 

he inflection of a semi-literate 

and the vocabulary of a Ph.D., and 
» this he applies sme topical 


humor on a variety of such touchy 
bject s McCarthy, widescreens 


land Godfrey Completely 





seriousness } 


un-, 





fexpected delivery me some meta- 
phorical non-sequ that make 
Sal l comedy “find. 

of contrast, is 
fferent type of co- 
story-teller rather than 
sist He displays tl 
ches first of which, 
‘Diary? sounds as if 


Ss 


DY Way 








di a radio show, doing a 
h zen voices and even more 
sound effects. More in the way of 
situation and physical } humor is his 





of a gasoline station attend- 
ant servicing a new woman driver. 
Last ns, one on a British 
explorer and the other an old lady, 
] $ I terization 


1, >t i= 
DACLLL 
t 


ract 


drawback is 
shortness of their turn. Illu- 
sions created by the foursome 
moving their lighted props in a 
blackout setup are striking and 
their routines funny. Best of the 
three is the “John & Marsha” 
cording set to action with 
hat and an_e elongated _ ostricl 
plume. 
Miss 


only 


Johnson, who opens the 
bill, is a neat blonde with a ge 
voice, a sure sense of poise and a 
catalog of sophisticated songs. f 
there’s anything wrong with her 
turn ‘s too polished— 
in control of 
sense of spon- 
of enthu 


oy 








Mocambo. Hollywood 
_ Holly wood, Dee. 2. 


s Latir 











S$ ; Young” ; 
closing for good 
“Pigalle.” “ 

Paul Hebert’s orch backs his 2: 
minutes onstage, alternating with 
Joe Castro’s Latin combo for dance 
patrons. Whit. 


witn 








=I Rancho. Las Vegas 
Vegas, 


Las Dec. 1. 
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The Barry Sisters have come a 
1 r cince ct earing 
Vegas. The pair of dark-haired 
lookers are polish and 
entertain -hatter in con- 
fident style. duet a novel ar- 





rangement of “Make Love to Me” 
for plenty of palm-slapping 
“What's the Good of All Our 
Money Blues” is a happy character 
analysis and the personable team 
scores with Yiddish and Italian 
lyrics to “Dark Town Strutters 
Ball.” Their version of “I Believe” 
is a Snug repertoire fit while the 
“sound off’’ song-sketch called —- 
the Lazy River,” is the sprightlies 
item on the whole bill 

The Louis Dance Trio is a 


pendable holdover act, fronting the 
line, and performing a pleasing 
of 


bailet to the efficient backin 
Bob Ellis and:-his orch. 9 


| Basin Street. N. Y. 
Duke Ellington Orch 
Jimmy Grissom; Alec 


Don Shirley Duo; 


15) with 
$3. minim 





_ The accent is on the keyboard 
he trio of 88-er Duke 
Alec Templeton, Don 
Slick craftsman, but 
they are im a con- 
parade of their talents, the 





L44iUUUS 





evening is up to too much of 
the same thing, good as each may 
be 

Offbeat booking of Alec Temple- 
ton is the only departure for the 
jazz room. Both Ellington and 


Shirley have been here before and 
each Knows the requirements of 
the room and its clientele. Tem- 
pleton, who’s no stranger to cafe 
circuit, fell into the groove easily 
and gave a completely ‘winning per- 

formance opening nigh On for 
30 minutes, he delivered ‘his classic 
jazz improvisations with a deft 
touch that held the hepsters all the 
way Basin Street engagement 
could open up new playing vistas 
for him. Templeton scored with 
his jazz fingeri Haydn’s “Sur- 


7 + 
ng or 





prise Symphony.” a Gershwin med- 
ley vocal on “John Peel” and his 
t od 





4 
> néat 
fr Wendell Marsha 
Louis Bellson (drums), "both out of 
the Ell lington lineup. For a clos 
Templet on wor “ks wi the ful 
ba nd. dueting with Satladtan. an 
introd jucing the boys in rhyme. It 
an attractive bit of rhythmic fun. 

Ellington continues as before. 
ae remains inventive and 

; polished. Dishing out a flock 
Le es, old and new, the long 


= 
H 


“om. 


sceskas is tantamount to a concert. 
There'll be no squawks about a 


musical shortage while Ellington’s 
around. As usual, he gives top dis- 
play to his sidemen. A 

Or another, they e 
to take over for 





t 
all get a chance 
fancy toot- 
Jimmy Grissom 
with treatments of 
”’ “Do Nothing 


Me” and “T 


some 


Vocalist 
through 





e You 


hai ve 


Madls 


. 








as the be He 
it! a ss accon ipanist, 
< a beat that’s ima ive 
aling. He’s a socko net for 
in situations ros. 


Eddvys’. K. C. 
Kansas City, Dec. 3. 
Ww Hat 


Tony 


Tananno 

Joanne 
Kar 
DiPardo 


heatle t 
& Ve orna, 
; $1 cover. 


‘* “ith 
i 


,O,r 
ne - 


Te her former days with the 
ed Waring organization, Joanne 
Wheatley has bi out with 
h an espe- 
ssi st sa m husband Hal 
iano and on vocals, she 
ct of real entertainment 
scope hat rat ! class rooms. 
Combined here with the polished 
dancing of Landre & Verna, the 40 
stacks up as one of the 
best shows seen here recently. 
work of Landre & 
ializes in aerial twirling 





es the 


of rtner by Landre. Through 
four intricate and compact nume 
work has the utmos 
ling them to bow off 

d 





this f s throughou 

£ stinctively ciftterent f r. 
Cal ner varied rep , 
Stine + ‘ “te ley 
7 R Row, Rolling 
Along *Reen So In Lov Re 
cause of the Mountain L r 
Come Back to Me” and “Hymn de 
T ur’ in Frer to close Bowe 
oti is to res ling applause 





, 
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ike 4 
ell 
and 


lub | 
in W 


ITrTn Ai = 
, surroundings, 





thic 
with amy pl lush 
she’s good to 





melodie session 
lively. Singer 
ts over such rousing 
perennials as “Red Hot Mama” and 
“Bill Bailey,” giving them original, 
distinctive twists. However, there's 
no lack of diversity or pace as she 
also demonstrates a way with 
baliads like “Look to the Rainbow” 
or comes through neatly with a 
Harry ler impression. 

Don and 
lend their usual flawless 
and help patrons to 

' jackpot. 


] Lae 
lea ward the 
tl beit 





tr 


his orcl hest! 
suppor! 
hit the hoofing 
Rees. 


aw 


en 


Hew : 
ue ae] 


Aveta, iNT Ae. 
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Savannah. i. « James Cagney and Arthur Ken- Flaminge. Las Vegas she softly strings away at “Avant Chez Paree, Chi 











=a . : 
riliott, Happy Burrows, nedy from an old WB picture, Eas: Vers. Dev. 2 de Mourir 
creel. Venus La Doll, Bet City for Conquest,” that’s are. Kay Starr. Ala K .. iene S! ber- Chicago, Dec. 5. 
2 : ‘fargot & Mallie, Wan- Matic and effective. They shouldn't po. .* «4 R Wietches Damtere ing. ( n, Tommy Leonett 
Teddy Ph Or 





4 Pinky Lee, Lucille do it indiscriminately, however; it 2). ’ 
Jech: $3.50 would be more practical only for 2, coner 





MINwNUIN. vie mate- 





> € : i Ww : 
certain rooms and types ot audi- : rial is at its best with their render- ‘* ‘ Hiva . Cre 
oan non sa pagent we Orch (8); $1.50 cover, $3.75 


c. h neces 
Savannah is probably the ence pita a melodious 


Morry Allen's band backs the 





PARE» ee SEAS BY 











aining outpost of bigtime AP ae } rhythm song which is a continucus 
‘ perations in Greenwich Show okay and they're also easy to ceakittom ad } ele wet 
ration a 2 ith = 4 im = ©} sliUOll a US kita SULA = . : ss 
a : 4 ‘and also the last vestige dance to, with Stan Conrad, a ver Hace. Loactime vaude team of Cross 


& Dunn returns to the boards after 
, i ‘ } + € .” , ~ 

a layoff of almost four years with 

Ritz € ests Montreal streamlined versions of their ven- 

Noy. 29 erabe routines. Opening night (5) 


large Negro cafe life which satile organist, filling in from the 
onan the attractions in New big stage during the h 

’ during Prohibition and for a 
-wards. Like its counter- 











































} av . > - a for | + 4 an rh . ae 
he “30s, the Savannah is Sundown. Phoenix Mary Meads ith Ted Grouya .e house was packed with older 
t cannot be afforded bs Phoenix, Nov. 29. J ny Gallant, Joe Setta Tri folks who remembered and a 
nediate locals. They must Bill Sullira Bob & Irene Cop- $1.54 nge e.€ t which came to 
3 enders from all parts Of >; ¢ pe re fA OR sce what oldtime vaude was like. 
‘and from out-of-towners. Sg ties eee a elle st Nostalgia sold wholesal 
i is to be doing so handily. ~ tz G i back ovation. 
; one of the attractions 1s The S ; - Set : apper ¢ } its long 
4 : ar : ‘ ne Sundown Club, which c _ oan 
j f beauts whe cavort in a fiiree aortpe: S noe ite ioce Gnatl af This 
i manner. | Undoubtedly, 2 ig hare oe “te eT tee ie te s Is O Lives before 
é re many into the Spot. ingg a ine owns G iS il nahine + ; artil- 
4 “i ' —= : the 24] Joe ad lic »e SAGO 6G LWhw ee: Ui Fortune. niceiy in the ftasniomadee Dole. Aaisss I s g 7 
cp stumed and under the aegis of Joe Gaddis, ha : i ee ; 
: re excellently costumed and peer ee ncned by Ray Sherlock ery. The pop s nodern, 
: rout ned by Clarence seen reopenec >} ray oner "lock, . . tw lwrics sp kled with 
iv tin : a intre smh + + < hlichec spe 2/ vrics sprinklec l 
n who h been named former Erie. Pa., restaurateur, as mre nun oo tial es yg ee eign aa the oan 
I son Wy ia iia : ms > eunner , \ wit nant ntor. OKay petween per- prt Oo-uUalt @iiUsiOlis a@isua ti sai) 
of a new Las Vegas hotel, | 2 Supper club wi h a spot enter former and rings.der. Miss Meade thing eld about this act is the 





eputation of Cross & Dunn. An 






foulin Rouge, and who has tainment —_ Club even as 
i ae er of th yiven a facelifting and so ; - } 
associated a ane Shieh “ et son ome t i able spoof on lawyers hits home 
Negro cafes of a former Physical embelils nts his single vac cat a tala ian, eee 
Coan) case its entertainment a ee warmiy, and a takeoff on we 
ep nando’s Hideaway Ss a capital bit 
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f biue-shaded material. Between 
numbers there's some low-pressure 
I Dunn foiling to 
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( e line, the spirit which proved a strong draw open 
oint is in itself an attrac- ing week and may land tl 
lueprinted pri i in the winner's circle. 

out, it’s a sf pot where the Bill Sullivan, from th 

ize is primarily male, and burgh nitery circuit, 
mes  caleannine them | 


ng vith his baritone 
e mood to take most He’s equally at home in 
us . 






ic 


shifts into high gear with 
\ 
A 






song 


's vaude- 
and the pair alternate a 


ces of yvesterda 



















whers obvious 





in reaso Ss 1e lac nd jump ge and } . 

g within reason. 50, ther x the . 1 and ju np g C J B spot, it carbons on John McCor- 
of exotiqu é nic and: belts across a packet I rs OD c 
oie aa ded ‘in tha Gist con red seal ; froie * ‘If I "Give About ir Harry Lauder, Jack 
or Sl  — rs it + waa Liiat aa tiic *é ae a, e | + Will ° > ‘ + * © 

f singers include e at ru e scale x introduces srt Williams, and Gallagh- 








My Heart to You” to “Zing Went ea Comes 


£ 
< I ‘ 
rs a few of er and Sheehan. among others. A 
















spot goes to Lou the Strings of My Heart.” He’s on hes Be ates oh a ee . heart 
t Acts}, a singer who 12 minutes and sells all the way xc aga? gored b> ber *1 — f r 2 
wi ith seve! ‘al Negro Bob & Irene Copfer, husband — See | this them off in 

nm and wife vocal duet, are an e ; eledies tanks -— : vik Se 

+ + Teil; arra y gids! al ic . - i 

shit cover rated y team up on two pianos Leonet r of the 

ame. ‘cit Miss Meade’s piping. As fashion iS suavity 
musicomedy ehanteuse is elegantiy good looks, ingratiating reserve, 








numbers over : i : ok 4 4 
tog from every angie and and a voice at is loaded with 





pei 


‘ . E ar 
i with strong I af - rr + y . . “ae 
bs ss Best pig See ~tize : am, ioe . sophistication of act is romantic nuances. Capitol Records 
a i st )f ne ocai roupings are lips re Pe eee : a ial 
5 t] x ni 4 ey ocal r 3 a bs , H 14 r this tv pe of cafe cnan a Drace of ballads 
s he excerpts trom na anc aro , — ; } 
ne excer} . * u ld Neut ine medleys, one 





: Oo 

vear minimal garb at the 4 boff blackface specialty, but accon 

+ > tur _— i 
ision of their turn. crowd reacts strongest to an audi- SEE . fuil scope of the stage 

bluest seg W ence particip:z sesh that lets : ’ oun. - ' — ae. oe - . 

Sears ence participation sesh that <'si Beverly Hills, Newpert Blue Note, Chi Songs all have good impact, but 
them sound off with “You Are My Gari ge fi. Chicag ~ : ateatedl” Malet : insta 

Sweetheart.” “I Had a Dream Newport. Kv.. Dec. 4 ea Chicago, Nov. need for an uptune some- 

2 yg agape se rt ee ease Paul G Blackburn Twi Blue e All Stars (6). Jo} y where in the course for change 


him departure to 





x 


: gal with a name 
f a telecomic who 


to 
Jt 
at 
~ 
t 















ace > a es all P. eee - 1u Giudert 5 : a: 

é Ise d Lae t tex kids and some- ents Ae eee. il & G: St Hodges Orch (7); $3 mi of pace. Leonetti is backed on this 
4 s not even for certain catego- Da rs (1 D nore ae snow by pianist-arranger Dick 
; : Pest like Ophelia Sahara. Las v egas- Be dict Or l ; Fr ar ik Hol zfeind S Jazz en por Ma! x 

: ae Las Vegas. Nov. 30 $4 Saturdavs oe spotlig! ing a lineup of t Ernie Richman and the three 
’ s and Vagabonds ‘4 Maria Neglia, ———— drawer names in the progresssive shapely femmes who comprise his 
! k ; humor. | Dunhills (3), Martha A Bentl Sixty minutes of class entertain- idiom this fortnighter and, aS ex- Mannequins contribute sock terp 
z c ; a big girl dressed in horizon- ids Orch (11); no cover ment removes the p ‘ule blu pected, they're bringing in goodly. productions that are handsomely 





: ne crowds. Three mainstavs of Jazz steged “Shonpin’ na 2 

ig get Mees , ee BP c. = eg aye . nsta} I taged Shoppin’ Around” is a 

i ge otc: ogi oad. Shes ol : i -sbeiged orga in Greater Cincy’s at the Philharmonic.” trumpeter cleverly conc e ved vehicle for 
Sé a co iV I op nitery Rov “ : , “s ee . . 

' - : : } : . oy E!dridge trombonist Bj l : watant od ‘“ i 

j nya ge = coi — sow is plugging a } ilbert nd cun- : . : soil € avagant costuming, 1 12 : 

f e genteel pots. The Vagabonds sho w i plugg ng Headliner Paul Gilbert and SUP- Harris. and tenor sax ph oaiel tan | Gis ticks ae tes ne. ® en an’s 

Wanderers, a the two-w eek booking gap and, porting Blac kburn Twins & —— Webster, have plucked "ee solid | + igh KICKS, anc pe ay between 

lled by illness, considering the offbeat season, Si are clicko for their full Chicago s tl nanda semb!} led 7 int. yong ? Te 7“ T ——— 
C should do well enough a 4 : new line i S ee es ee Seer eee into play on “Tea for Two.” an 

ould do well exo 7 : line of Lindsay potent ‘all sta group that has dance to “Love Is a Simple Thing” 


stiles. They were here on ockers and _ holdover : , , 
. : s wei and = Aol * adopted the name for this show- 
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4 return with dapper singing emcee. is properly a lighthearted caper. 
material. , extra topping Getaway to a torrid mambo brings 
: rth time. Gilbert down a terrific mitt 
ts welcome with Dance teams which won the re- 
exclusive brand cent Harvest Moon Festival here 
. them rollicking al brought on by Sun-Times 
s of expertly Olumnist Irv Kupcinet and are 
nolog and ra en each given one number in which 
i luding t le nstrate their stuff. Thev'll 
Te appear in the opening slot of this 
nna vith pairs dancing 
Vv ogue Terrae *e. Pitt 4 mambo and 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 2 png As 
L P} ; free 
( t. St ad, Morr: sidemen who best 
y r 8): $1 cover is, practically |, ee ae 
rd everytime how moothly and splits dance 
ne wk. mir rates as proper iriguez Rhumba 
I - ‘ ; ve Harris and prone Les. 
= eels ch tenes 2 ha Esplanade. Frankfurt ee fa 
turns ng al Frankfurt, Dec. 5. the Johnny © rescendo, Hollywood 
( ai ii villin, ai . =% a ) S is I 7 
M 3 Ann eX- i = Cy Le a Pp I * A. if - ual nol Holly wood Nov 30. 
celient | sette! opening snow “ee net ee 5 & as “rn selv-woven ar- M Tor ar t / Al 
g-fast | patie me 3 yoo th 4 Trail l Bob K O 
: lea uring spins na a 2 Blues r $1.50 
‘ = Ge CE VI os € iH 
plete geod in f proc The Es before the * ' <4 
ng thev’s : ~a:-;;_ bers. Most vivid in the routines war was Ut Esplanade in the No pre ions on Los Angeles’ 
not only vocallv but also 2r@ the four tallest chorines, all old Hotel Imperial, has been re- Gatineau. Ottawa smog, but it looks like the Velvet 
" What ' dance vets, who foreground intri- built from the bombed-out ins Ottawa, Dec. 4 g has disappeared. Pr — 
nt 3 5 odern l st p Mor v B = 
moe Dorothy Kramer Dancers (4) with _ {he onetime fog man. Mel 
tackle Jir 1 Kirby. Harry 1 Or +o e, 15 Com ing a new t pe of 
< d 8): $1 ad = = at_the Cre- 
The cides endo id the ations are that 
S Gideon Making is s nd } rance n : ee ) Boding His proper 
lo’s H the Gatineau Club's ¢ Rox e than ever before. The ac- 
king 1 s fall. Pat Morgan’s chant ses- ‘©! ae : . oo ome 
§ 0 ( €@ Sor —_ : tiv tliea 4 ; or SIOr > > aennite p { er t ‘ 6 na . 5 On SOF —and the 
\ I T¢ l € ¥* ( Sa ot ot tn n pipe " ins stasir y — 2 -_ _ 
i 1 fiasn to the t nd t — S Morg s r . : cnar 
ng. person ea \ 0 : S 5 z a t S 7, SY- selection. ge Lanes ‘ I s fas r ne t 
liners itl I o rae k ) S S 1 Chicago \ id I if¢ ] as Peer. Wit no ynact r k ko ‘ I 5 n one s 
omer - —- tine | 3 i" ; - je ae nents othe than = 1 I ng. O : s eni- : some Cassy = 
. neing f striking i- t I Yon Hammond's | packed s . CHOrGSs, He Ges | ce eads st nsC- ! “ee gy: 7 
Mon 0 had ie terp Seas As avs, Morgan's ! ressions Ot Little German mer H Neig 7 g | ae es ces OF 
Shirle Booth’s recent $s e as his trademark ng Tiger Rag or n ng. § star s Morg oo 7 
musical, “By the Beauti- ¢ roars 1 the payees s’ instrumental solo- in a star seasor edle ms @ Deer, | eS ere. © 
: S Miss Monet is a combo of e 88ers’ \ ls and gabbing n tl! Mood ft Let It Sn Winter Wonder- © 5 gnc, ty gk egy 
; I nterpretive ballet ana ist as effective _Another plus 4 aS a real signa land White ( > : ; sunes ae Enter- 
> terps, and it’s all done t winds wl a German sports an- others. Morgan also garners itt- r I 1s S a good 
4 iot of fire. Introduce cou- nouncer at t! Avus auto races, ing with “Basin st Bit ues.’ a selt- ener, Pretty Eyed Baby 4 es 
D numbers, “Hold "Em including ali the roars and sounds accompanied guitar oate ge ng Can Happen Mambo 
1 “Shake, Rattle and Roll” from the track ment of “This Old ‘Hot ise ind ¢ Birth of the Blues In be een 
it of singing in a sultry Rica Cornell, a plump German fective chanting of 1 1 f is some easy and genuinely) imor- 
and stops the show songstress, chants transiations Of Happiness ous patte Hi got Al Pellegrini 
; n | Ss handles the m« U. S. hits, and vocalist Mario Clicko session of gab. chant and 45 ncuctor-erramger {0 pt 
ngagingly and then teams up Greco gets his greatest reaction tap is presented by W e Bros.,| DACKIng anc Re sis Cown ! 
is partner, Buddy Lewis. for from “Granada,” with okay bac k- colored pair who intersperse stand- Singing session at the Siingeriands 
ght easy-going session of light ing from the quartet jut tap terping with gags tnat art fol a finaie re-creation of ber : 
hs and major impressions. Both hin my A Danish duo |! has Violette play- strictly from the cornfield, but Goodmans Sing Sing 
, them are okay imitators, and air “Once In Awhile A ing straight-viol in to the comic-' draw healthy chuckles from the ISK It's ry sO . naif — or en 
t t j tertainme and the gsiders 





work them in smartly. For a windup with his w-k “Jealous piano antics of ier partner May.!tablesitters. Act ends with solid 


sn, with an intro of “I Believe.” Heart” sends him off to an ovation He encis act with slow- paced hand- challenge bit. Boys work to be g- tle him back for more Ce 
Lcwls and Phillips do a sketch of} Trump. {stands 9: the broken-up piape as offs. Gorm. | Aap. 
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ja successful formula for ice revues | 
© which has never failed to payoff 
| His new seasonal offer, “Cinderella 
ouse @eVIeWSs 'on Ice,” a lavish production, should 
| keep this 8,000-seater at capacity | 
level and will be a major lure dur- | WEEK OF DECEMBER 8 
in s I se : Ss, W ry ar? | 
> ~ > ” ean . le a ee —— — which start Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
Palaee, N. ¥. | holders. Comedian’s angle is to; later in the month. whether fuil or split week 
Mac & Lorraine, Ray Romaine play up jokes at his own expense, Production marks the blades Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (I) independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
& Claire, The Regals (5), The) such as at his baldness, etc. debut of Tommy Trinder, a top lo- (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 


Pitchmen (2), Fanny & Kitty Wat- | 
son, Mambo Aces (2). Lew Parker ! 


& Jayne Heller, The.Texans (2), 
Jo Lombardi, House Orch; “The | 
Atomic Kid” (Rep), reviewed ‘in 
current issue. 


If the current bill at the Palace 


is any critericn there’s a dearth of | 
for theatres offering vaude | 


talent 
on a modest budget. 
layout at this Broadway 
boasts only one act which has 
never played the site in the past. 

Lew Parker & Jayne Heller, 
spotted in next-to-closing, reprise 
Parker's “Bickersons” routine 
which is familiar to mest tv view- 
ers. Ensconced in twin beds on 


For the new 


stage, the bickering couple gets off | 


some spirited lines good _ for 
chuckles. 

Mac & Lorraine, youthful terp 
team, onen the sesh with conven- 
tional steoping. Femme gets in a 
solo bit, the better to disvlay her 
shapely gams, then joins her part- 
ner in softshoe prancing vrior to 
a fast windup for okay returns. 

The Regals, a Negro vocal com- 
bo who wax for the Aladdin label, 
dish out a listenable brand of har- 
mony in the rhythm & blues idiom. 
Five lads, who werk before two 
mikes, seore nicely with several of 
their disk tunes plus a Christmas 
medley. 

Midway in the bill are The 
Pitchmen. Only one remains of 
the original grouv who make with 
the music from a weird collection 
of instruments. Of the two miss- 
ing, one died last year and the 
other retired. Lone remaining 
member recently added a vianist 
to the turn. S2me besic format, 
however, vrevails and the turn 
gets over well with a varied rever- 
toire that includes Sousa marches 
and impressions of Clyde McCoy, 
et al. 

Fanny & Kittv Watson, who say 


they're celebrating their 50th an-| 


niversarv in show business and 
look it, finally have shelved their 
longtime routine which had them 
onstage in WAC uniforms. Ven- 


erable duo are now reprising the) 


“story of their life” via warbling 
such songs of yesteryear as “How 
Ya Gonna Keep ’Fm Down on the 
Farm?” It’s a nostalgic bit well 
received by the predominantly 
middleaged audience. 

Mambo Aces are a snappy turn 
who stack up as prime exponents 
of the latest dance craze. They 


dig the beat with gusto in a fluid | 
most | 


performance that catches 
aspects of this Latino terp cre- 
ation. Winding uv the eight-act 
slate are The Texans. Man and 
wife team disvlay a sock exhibition 


of rope twirling climaxed by a neat | 


whip-cracking routine. 


Aside from working in his 
“Bickerson” skit, Parker also in- 
terviewed actor Robert Strauss/ 


who did a brief p.a. at show caught | 


Fridav (3). Latter, who appears 
ine“The Atomic Kid’ on the Pal- 
ace screen this week, had no act 
and exchanged pleasantries about 
his Hollywood experiences. 
Reviewed under New Acts is the 
hand balancing turn of Ray Ro- 
maine & Claire. Per usual, Jo 
Lombardi’s house crew backs the 
show nicely. Gilb. 


Empire. Glasgow 
Glasgow, Dec. 2. 
with Ivey Collins, 


Vic Oliver, 


Hilda Barry, Vanda Vale; Gaston | 


Palmer, Sylvia Campbell, Bobbie 
Kimber, Victor Seaforth, Margue- 
rite & Charles, Les Traversos (2), 
Jack, Walker Orch 





Vic Oliver. longtime vaude and 
radio comedian in _ Britain, at- 
tempts an innovation for modern 
vaude by acting in the Noel Cow- 
ard one-acter “Fumed Oak.” Play- 
let is sandwiched between acts in 
the second half of layout, and 
proves an amusingly successful ex- 
periment. There’s novelty in see- 
ing the balding Vienna-born come- 
dian in a grey wig and _ bushy 
moustache, portraying the seedy 
English husband Henry Gow who 
turns on his wife, child and 
mother-in-law. 

Oliver's own 


personality comes 


through the character at times, but | 
he fulfills the thesping chore with | 


success, and is supported by Ivey 
Collins as his wife, Hilda Barry as 
his mother-in-law, and Vanda Vale 
as the simpering child. 

In rest of the program Oliver 
makes two appearances, the first 
with his piano and a speedy line 
in patter. Many of his gags have 
been heard from him on previous 
appearances, but they still garner 
laffs from a large section of stub- 


house | 


Les_ Traversos, terp-twain, get 
across’ with a varied mixture’ of 
|; dancing. Mate-ferimé” dito 
strikingly’ garbed in™helio for their 
| second appearance. 
| Marguerite & Charles hold at- 
tention in a nimble comedy-acro 
turn, Victor Seaforth scores solidly 


with impressions of George San- 
ders, the Inkspots, Sir Winston 
Churchill, and Charles Laughton 


playing the Hunchback of 


Skillful ventriloquism from Bob- | Of Spectacular layouts which give 
| full scope to the ballet sessions led | 


Dame. 
bie Kimber and juggling humor 
from Frenchman Gaston Palmer 


are other attractive items. 


rector for Vic Oliver, wields the 


baton over 


portion of appeal. Gord. 


Metropole. Glasgow 
Glasgow, Dec. 1. 
presentation 


Alec Frutin of 


“| “Scots Wha Hae,” with Billy Rusk, 


| Derek Rosaire’s Wonder Horse 
| Tony, Jimmy Neil, Billy Cameron 
|& Irene Campbell, John & Betty 
|Royle, Renee Sherry & Kenral 
| Bros. (2), Betty Kaye’s Performing 


| Pekinese, Cliff Stetson, Hillington | 


| Girls’ Choir, Aitkenhead Pipe 
| Band, Moxon Girls (8), Jack Mas- 
| terton House Orch. 


} 


Scotch scenes are always color- 
| ful on the vaude stage, and local 
impresario Alec Frutin has inject- 
ed plenty of the Auld Lang Syne 
|element into this annual festive 
| season layout. 


cashes in on a lisping style of 
speech and is best when miming 
| the tough industrial working man 
of Clydeside. He has an amusing 
| Three Charladies sketch in com- 
pany with Jimmy Neil and Cliff 
Stetson, and is also good as a 
‘lounge bar ‘“wolf.’”’ 

Jimmy Neil, sandy-haired pleas- 
‘ant patter comedian, offers a skit 
on commercial ty announcements. 
Would improve act if he slowed 
down his rate of gabbing, in which 
he also tends to slur his words. 
Jenny Hogarth, amply-built femme, 
aids as comedy stooge in sketches. 

Two animal acts, both under 
same producer (Derek Rosaire), 
take a big trick with the out- 
fronters. Tony, the “TV Wonder 
Horse,” does topdrawer obedience 


tricks on stage, and can oven simu-/ ysed in certain 
« re X Ta » . . 

late ~ Limp eel he | are also invited on to stage 
of gabbing. et is clicko with! many scenes, 


| juves in audience. 
Other animal turn 

cluster .of Pekinese 

skip, dance ard roll. 


is a cute 
dogs 


scooter across stage, and group are 
a standout as they 
hurdles, one steadfastly refusing to 
jump and garnering many laffs for 
his naughtiness. Dogs wind by 
whirling round on _ flying-saucer 
joywheel. 


tractive type with nice eye appeal. 
| Renee Sherry & Kenral Bros. (2) 
| are a n.s.g. musical trio. 

| Hillington Girls’ Choir, 23 teen-, 
,age girls, offer, a “Sing With: 
, Lauder” spot, incorporating many 
| lesser-known and attractive Harry 
Lauder melodies, and score solid- 
ly. The Moxon Ladies are a well- 
| drilled line of chorines, and the 
| Aitkenhead Pipe Band, with bag- 
pipes shrill, give a roistering finish 


iin a “Tramping Thru’ the Heather 
finale. Gord. 





Ice Show Review 





Cinderella on lee 
London, Dec. 2. 
Claude Langdon presentation of 
an ice pantomime in two acts (12 
scenes). Stars Tommy Trinder, 


iJo, Jac & Joni, The Half Bros. 
| (2), Brita, Basil Cudlipp-Green, 
i Jack Harris, Joe McGuirk, Joy As- 
ton, Joan Connell, Leonard Morris 
|Orch. Book by Basil Thomas and 
Pauline Grant; directed by Paiul- 
jine Grant. 
| don, Dec. 2, ’54. 


Top $1.50. 


Claude Langdon, operator of Sed | 


Empress Hall- arena; has developed 


leap over} 


are | 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| vaudeville, lose much of their ap- 


| staged by Pauline Grant. Myro. 





Notre | ingredients cf the panto and the 


Sylvia | William Hinchy as Prince Charm- 
Campbell has a pleasant singing |in& and other leading members o1 
/spot, and Jack Walker, musical di-| the cast. 

resident house orch.!| clusion of two specialty acts. 


| Layout is not one of strongest seen! Jac & Joni, a comedy trio, who 
at this house, but has a fair pro-| have always been big clickers in 





| revue, which adds up to entertain- 
| ing fodder for most types of stub- | 
| holders. He ranges through an ex- | 


| illusions, 


Comedy portion is vigorously led | designs, 
by Billy Rusk, Scot funster who! w. F. Muller; choreography, Robby 


|of chorines and song scenes. 


cal comic, who has recently re- 
turned from. two-and-a-half years 
in Australia. Trinder admittedly 1s 
on ice but he makes no attempt at 
any fancy figure work and is ob- 
viously content to keep himself up- | 
right. His personal comedy appeal 
is unmistakable, despite the handi- 
cap of banal dialog 

The book by Basil Thomas and 
Pauline Grant retains the essential 


plot is embellished with a series 


by Sonya Kaye in the title role, 


Further embellishment is the in- 
JO, 


the more intimate atmosphere of 


peal in the vastness of the arena 
and many of their intriguing bits 
of business are lost to segments of 
the audience. The slick juggling 
routine of the Half Bros., an Ar- 
gentinian duo, proves more accept- 
able in the circumstances. The en- 
tire presentation has been lavishly 








Unit Review 








Meet Mr. Kalanag 
(EMPIRE, EDINBURGH) 
Edinburgh, Dec. 3. 
Kalanag production of Wonder 
& Magic Revue; starring Kalanag, 
Gloria de Vos. Musical director, E. 
F. Fienbork; songs and costume 
Gloria de Vos; music, | 








Gay; decor, Z. L. Mayor. 


Kalanag, Swiss-born magician, is 
here with his international magico 


} 


tensive repertoire of tricks and | 
and show is_ aided | 
glamorwise by an attractive line | 


Main | 


| virtue of production, presented at | 
| this vaudery in two-hours’ twice- | 
; nightly shape, is the speed and! 


| briskness of 


| ance in 
jackets, 
| presented. 


presentation. Kalanag | 
is frequently on-stage, | 
appearance after appear- 
different-colored suits and 
and scenes are rapidly 


himself 
making 


While stooges are obviously) 
items, outfronters 
in | 
and customers are | 


; completely baffled by many illu-| 


which | 
One opens anag transforms jugs of ordinary 
and shuts a gate, another rides a'| 


| 
} 
} 
| 


| the distaff attraction, being glam- 
| orously gowned and showing con- 
; | siderable 

Billy Cameron & Irene Camp-; such tunes as “I’m in Love With 
bell, dressed in stylish Scot kilt,| Love,” 
provide a polished Highland danc- | husky voice. 
ing act, and John & Betty Royle | 
jare a sound vocal twosome, the his Dr. Kalanag sketch in which, 
distaff half being a slimly-built at-} 


| 
{ 


‘ 


with Sonya Kaye, William Hinchy, | 


| 
} 


| full view of audience. 


| chore 





At Empress Hall, Lon-|¥@te club and it will cost about | 





| equipment. 


sions. This is specially so in aj} 
lounge bar sequence, where Kal-| 


water into any drink asked for, 
from real sherry to port, whisky, 
champagne, hot coffee, anything, 
in fact, “from ink to milk.” 
Gloria de Vos, from Sweden, is} 


s.a. She sings nicely 


and has an attractively 





Among Kalanag’s main tricks is 


garbed in white medicowise, he 
cuts a woman into three parts in 
Top spot is! 
the scene where he causes a Hill- 
man Minx automobile to disappear | 
from view in full eyesight of the 
customers. A memory -reading 
is performed soundly by 
Miss de Vos, who hands out tele- 
phone directories to the audience 
and claims to have memorized 40,- 
000 telephone numbers from New 
York, London, and European capi- | 
tals. Local touch is added by in-} 
clusion of well-known local num- 
bers, such as police, fire brigades, 
railroad stations and newspaper 
offices. 

Production carries 20 tons o 
Dresses are colorful | 

Kalanag brings 





and lavish. a} 
charming sense of fun to his em-| 
ceeing, which suggests you don’t | 
need to tak@it all too seriously. 

Gord. 





San Antonio Nitery 
Gets Yen for Privacy: 
San Antonio, Dec. 7. 

The old Tropic, local nite spot, 
is being converted into a new pri- | 





| 


$30,000 for the conversion. 

When reopened it will be known | 
as the Dragon Lady. Vee Jowdy | 
will be manager of the spot.- 


|Gerland & Roberts 
; Ann Rooney 


| Turner Sis 














Hotel Statier 
S Finegan Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Marshall & Farrell 
Holger & Dolores 
Ashtons 
Debonairs 
Jet Sharon 
Ralph Young 
Piroska 
Art Waner Ore 


{B Huarlowe Ore 


NEW YORK CITY) Ramses 
Music Hall (1) 9 Rockettes 
Shirlee Emmons Corps de Ballet 
woe Sawtelle Sym Ore 
Villiam Upshaw 
Edward Powell a 
hellie Farrell Prof Keller 
Eric Hutson Church & Hale 
s-usons Famous Wally Dean 
Bears $ to fill 
AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE Male Dancers 
Princess (T) PERTH 
Jean Sablon , His Majestys (T) 6| 
Michael Bentine 


Chris Cross 

Guss Brox & Myrna 

Ron Parry 

3 Hellos 

Irving & 

Eddie Lyn 

Dale Gower 

Show Girls 

Dancing Boys 
Tivoli (T) 6 

Roy Barbour 

T Fontane & K 

Vaughn 

Margaret Brown 

Julian Somers 

Nina Cooke 

Eddie Edwards 

David Eadie 

John Bluthal 

Lloyd Martin 

Vocal Octette 


Girdwood 
n 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (I) 6 
Dexter & Dale 
Freddie Carlisle 


Katrina 

Jimmy Lee 

V Valentine Girls 
BIRMINGHAM 

Hippodrome (M) 6 

5 Smith Bros 

Mills & Melita 

Sally Barnes 

J Layeock & M 

Harry Bailey 

Joan Rhodes 

Winters & Fielding 
BLACKPOOL 
Palace (I) 6 

Semprini 


Freddie Frinton 
Brooks & Lane 
Louise Pets 
Irving Kaye 
3 Indriksons 
3 Judys 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 6 
Vic Oliver 
J & J Bentley 
Gaston Palmer 
Baker & Douglas 
Marguerite & 
Charles 
Clifford Stanton 
Sylvia Campbell 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 6 
Al Martino 
Bill Waddington 
2 Arvings 
Reginald Depomte 
Anton & Janette 
2 Angelos 
Chow Ding Co 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 6 
Dorothy Squires 
Riki Lingana & D 
sane & Truzzi 
Whiteley Girls 
Arnold Berens 
Morris & Cowley 
4 Jones Boys 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 6 
Anne Shelton 
Dunn & Grant 
Nitwits 
Alexander Dog Rev 
Freddie Sales 
P & S Sherry 
GRIMSBY 
Patace (1) 6 
Phillys Dixey 
Varga Models 
Jack Tracey 
DuMarte & Denzer 
D Reid & Mack 
Revel & Fields 
R & Penn 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 6 
Dickie Arnold 
Mickie Warren 
Merl & Elger 
Derek Nixon 
Cortez & Pam 
Martians 
Margo Scott 
Judy Lambert 
Piccidilly Pin-ups 
LEEDS 


Empire (M) 6 
Joan Regan 
Tommy Cooper 
Rex & Bessie 
Canfield Smith 
Les Dounos 
E Arnley & G 


x 








Tommy Locky 


W Latona & Sparks | 

Buck & Chic { 

Dagenham G Pipers | 

O’Hagan & H Stead! 

2 Myrons 

Francis Van Dyk 

Seyler Heylen 

Max Blake 

Irene Bevans 

Ballet Girls 
SYDNEY 

Tivoli (T) 6 

Jerry Lester 

Howell & Radcliffe 

Harry Jacobson 

2 Chadells 

Atele & Latu 

G Dawn & F Cleary 

Singers 

Dancing Boys 

Ballet Girls 


Cynthia & Gladys 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 6 
Diana Decker 
Kirk Stevens 
Sam Costa 
Dolores Venture 
Mundy & Earle 
Jimmy Edmundson 
Len Marten 
Nelson Bros 
Krandon & Karna 
NORTHAMPTON 
New (1) 6 
Jimmy Mac 
Ragoldi Bros 
Jan Harding 
Miss Blandish 
J Raymond Girls 
Burke & Kovac 
Accordianaires 
Al Shaw 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (1) 6 | 
Sonny Boy 
Ginger Chilton 
G & Joy 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 6 
Jimmy Young 
Russell & Wright 
Hal Monty 
H & W Mack 
W Keppel & B 
B & M Konvyot 
Downey & Daye 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 6 
Dave Morris 
Morgan & Gray 
Don Peters 
Airdonis 
Frank Cook 
Speedmacs 
George Meaton 
Jose Moreno Co 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Grand (1) 6 
Dawn White Co 
Miles Twins 
Brazilianos 
Bert Brooks 
Cox Twins 
Victor Seaforth 
Joe King 
2 Michales 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 6 
Carroll Levis Co 
Violet Pretty 
Teen Agers 
Alaine Diagora 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 6 
Tony Brent 
Lee Youngsters 
Eddie Arnold 
Rusty 
Billie Anthony 
Brian Andro 
Iris Sadler 
Russmar 2 
Bobby Collins 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (i) 6 
B & A Pearson 
Nordias 
Hengler Bros 
Bunty St Clair 
Milton Woodward 
3 Reedings 
Susie 
Archie Glen 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (Ss) 6 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Breeze & Stephens 
Desmond Lane 
Fe Jover 
Billy Maxam 
Vera Cody 
Frances Duncan 
N & N Grant 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Bon Soir 
Tony & Eddie 
Jimmy Daniels 
Three Flames 

Bive Angel 
Pat Carroll 
Mort Sahl 
Susan Johnson 
Geo Lafaye 
Bart Howard 
Jimmy Lyons Trio 

Chateau Madrid 
Ralph Font Orc 
Maya Ore 

Belmont Plaza 
Joan Bishop 
Al Castellano 
John Barney 
Hotel Ambassader 
Quintero Orc 
Sarkozi Orc 

Hotel Pierre 
Manuel Capetille 
Rapael Ruiz 
Conchita 
Carlos Montoya 
Stanley Melba Ore 

Cop>cabana 





Vagabouds 


Maria Neglia 
Martha Bentley 
Bob Sweeney 
Peter Conlow 
Jean Stevens 
M Durso Ore 


Frank Marti Ore 
Gale’s 
Alan Gale 


Jackie Heller 
Warner & McGuire 
Larry Foster 
Teddy King Ore 
No. 1 Fifth ave 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hazel Webster 
Hotel Plaza 
Kay Thompson 
Paul Methuen 
Ted Straeter Ore 
Mark Monte Orc 
Motel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Hotel St Regis 
Rosalind Courtright 
Milt Shaw Orc 


| Billy 
Dorothy 





Ray’ Bari 


Le Ruban Bleu 


| Julius Monk 


Irwin Corey 


| Turtlenecks 


Norman Paris 3 
Dorothy Louden 
Melita 
Little Club 
L’Apache 
Faconi 
Jules Kuti 
Rudy Timfield 
Two Guitars 
Kostya_ Poliansky 
Misha Usdanoff 
Lubov Hamshay 
Allya Uno 
Versailles 
“Bon Voyage” 
Paul Gray 
Louise Hoff 


Tommy Wander 
Margaret Banks 
Rosemary O’Reilly 
Carl Conway 
Betty Colby 
Ann Andre 
Rain Winslow 
Danny Carroll 
Danny Desmond 
Don Dellair 
Jim Sisco 
Salvatore Gioe Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Viennese Lantern 
Helene Aimee 
Dolores Perry 
Bela Bizony 
Ernest Schoen 
Paul Mann 
Charles Albert 
Village Barn 
Hal Graham 
Senna & Gyle 
Jack Wallace 
Givens & Ferris 
Mary Ellen Trio 
Larry McMahan 
Piute Pete 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Patachou 
Nat Brandwynne 
Mischa Borr 
Village Vanguard 
Stan Freeman 
C Williams Trio 





CHICAGO 


Black Orchid 
Budy Baer 
Cooper & Rogers 
One Act to Fill 
Rudy Kerpays Duo 
Blue Angel 
“Calypso 
Jamboree” 
Phyllis Branch 
Count Daville 
Lady Tina 
Joc-a-bodi 
Al D’Lacy Quintet 
Bive Note 
C Ventura Ore 
Mary Ann McCall 
Chez Paree 


Ders 


| Cross & -Dunn 


Tommy Leonetti 
Richman & 
Mannequins 
Brian Farnon Ore 
Cloister Inn 
Laurie Allyn 
Ralph Sharon 


Ace Harris 
Dick Marx 
Johnny Frigo 
Conrad Hilton 
‘Skating Stars’ 
Margie Lee 
Cathy & Blair 
Shirley Linde 
Weidemanns 
Polo 
Perky Twins 
Jimmy Caesar 
Eileen Carroll 
Ray McIntosh 
B Dears & Dons 
Frankie Masters Ore 
Palmer House 
Hildegarde & Jack 
Whiting 
Howard Senton 
Gene Bone 
Robert Norris 
Empire Eight 
Charlie Fisk Ore 





LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hotel 
Joyce Bryant 
Ryan & McDonald 
Harry James Orc 
Band 6ox 
Gray 

Leo Diamond 
Claire 
Nicco & Barba 
Larry Green Trio 


Bar of Music 


Happy Jesters (3) 
Jacqueline Aires 
C Callinicos 
Freddie Katz 
Eddie Oliver Ore 
Biltmore Hotel 
Romo Vincent 
Tippy & Cobina 
Norton & Patricia 
Hal Derwin Orc 
Ciro’s 
Sonny Howard 
Clark Bros (2) 
Carlsons (2) 
Tina Louise 
Dick Stabile Orc 
Bobby Ramos Ore 


Chartey Foy’s 
Gil Lamb 
Fran Gregory 
Tommy Dugan 
Charley Foy 
Mary Foy 
Abbey Browne Ore 
Crescendo 
Mel Torme 
Mocambo 
Andre Philippe 
Paul Herbert Orc 
Joe Castro Four 
Moulin Rouge 
Frank Libuse 
Margot Brander 
Szonys (2) 
Miss Malta & Co 
Doubledaters (4) 
Mme Ardelty 
Jery LaZarre 
Ffolliot Charlton 
Tony Gentry 
Gaby Wooldridge 
Luis Urbina 
Eileen Christy 
Bob Snyder Ore 
Statier Hotel 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Abbe Lane 





MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Clover Crub 

Kalantan 

Luis Torrens 

Betty Ford 

Tony Lopez Ore 

Selma Marlowe Line 

Woody Woodbury 
Leon & Eddie’s 

Lois De Fee 

Toni Rave 

Rose Ann 

Rita Marlow 

Charlotte Watere 
Nautilus Hotel 

Alan Dean 

Antone & Ina 

Sid Stanley Gre 
Black Orchid 

Jo Thompson 

Richard Cannon 

Count Smith 

Sans Souci Hote 

Lenny Maxwell 

Sacasas Orc 

Ann Herman Ocrs 

Anne Barnett 
Saxony Hotel 

Lou Seller 

Eric Thorsen 

The Haydocks 

Tano & Dee 

Nirva 

Freddy Calo Ore 

Johnny Silvers Ore 
Bombay Hotel 

Phil Brito 

Nelida 

Peter Mack 

Sandra Barton 
Johnina Hotel 


(2 


{B S Pully 
Sam Bari 
Harry Rogers Ore 
Bobbie Lynn 
DiLido Hotei 
Bea Kalmus 
Martin & Maio 
Fausto Curbelo Ore 
Vanity Fair 
Chico-Chico 
Havana Cuban Boys 
3 Tones 
Judy Foster 
Club 22 
Joe Mooney 
Three Peppers 
Club Eche 
Jayne anners 
Bobby Byron 
Satin Dolls 
Gracie Scott 
Mikki Mars 
Ray Sindino ‘Trio 
Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
Hal Fisher 
Beth Challis 
Harvey Bell 
F Thompson 
Five O’Clock 
Bell Barth 
Hal Winters 
Don Ostro Orc 
isle De Capri 
Charlie Farrell 
Holly Warren 
Fleanor Luckey 
Charlie Carlisie 
Caprician Trio 
Wally Hankin Orc 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 





Fiamingo Rowan & Martin 
Kay Star Vicki Young 
Alan ing. Golden Nugget 
Silver Slipper Gas Lights & Pink 
Sally Rand Tights 
Buddy Baer Sands 
Kalantan Vie Damone 
Hank Henry Louis Jordan 
Desert Inn El Rancho Vegas 
L Walters’ L Q@ Rev/| Sherry Britton 
Sahara Al Bernie 
Marlene Dietrich Barry Sisters 
Last Frontier Thunderbird — 
Dorothy Shay Lecuona Boys Choir 
Shecky Greene Sahara 
€1 Cortez Mae West 
RENO 
Mapes Skyroom Sue Scott 
Buddy Lester Will Osborne Orc 
Continentals Riverside 


Don Arden Skylets 
E Fitzpatrick Ore 
New Golden 

Day Dawn Dusk 


Billy Falbo 
HAV 


Montmartre 
Novellos 
Lago Sisters 
Romero & Chicuelo 
Salvador Levy 
Nancy & Rolando 
C Playa Org 
Fajardo Org 


Bernard Bros 
Vivianne & Tasse 
Starlets 
Bill Clifford Ore 
ANA 

Tropicane 
Tex Mex 
D’Ruff Quartet 
Tropicana Ballet 
S de Espana Org 
A Romeu Orq 
S Suarez Org 
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‘Hello, Paree Says Goodbye In 
Hartford Fiasco $40,000 Foldo 


Hartford, Dec. 7. 


“Hello, Paree” beat a Hartford 
retreat that turned into a rout here 
last week. In the face of lethal re- 
views and slim and dwindling busi- 
ness, the William L. Taub revue 
folded Saturday night (4) amid a 
welter of unpaid bills, salary 
claims and bitter argument. 

The producer left town with the 
announcement that he will put the 
intimate musical back into rehear- 
sal in a few days in New York and 
reopen it on Broadway without 
further tryout. Since the cast, 
stagehands and others were paid out 
of union bonds after the show’s 
fund were exhausted, considerable 
new. financing would presumably 
be required to revive the ill-starred 
project. 

As was reportedly the case with 
Taub’s last legit venture, the flop 
“People Like Us,” which also 
folded during a tryout tour in 
1949. the closing here was marked 
by the producer the target of 
wholesale claims and charges, with 
threats of lawsuits and counter- 
suits. 

It’s estimated that ‘Paree” re- 
presents a loss of about $40,000. 
The relatively small amount is 
based on the skimpy physical pro- 


+ 





Vet Publicist 





Edward L. Bernays 


harks back to the days when 


he was 
On Tour With Caruso |! 
* * * | 


an interesting byline piece in the || 
forthcoming 


49th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 














duction and the cast payroll. Ac- 
cording to a member of the show’s 
staff, it will probably take several 
weeks to iron out the various di- 
(Continued on page 58) 


8 B’way Folds in 2 Wks. 
Involve $693,000 Loss; 
2 Road Flops Add 906 





After having unusually few quick | 
flops for the early part of the sea- | 
son, Broadway has finally run into! 


‘SAILOR’ INN. Y. IN JAN., 


a rash of folderoos in the last fort- 
night. Last week, especially, the 
roof fell in, with additional clos- 
ings on the road. 


Tally for the fortnight was eight 


Broadway shutterings, for cumula- 
tive loss of approximately $693,000. 
There were four fadeouts each 
week, with “By the Beautiful Sea,” 
“Fragile Fox,” “King of Hearts” and 


“One Eye Closed” the initial quar- | 


tet. Of those four, “Sea” and 
“Hearts” were holdovers from last 
season, 

Last week’s Broadway flopolas 
were “‘Abie’s Irish Rose,” “Hit the 
Trail,’ “Living Room” and 
Your Toes.” The brace of out-of- 
town folds added around $90,000 


to the loss total. These were “Hello | 
short a pre-| 7°. os og er 
Broadway tuneup at the Parsons | Week, then jump to the Lyceum, | 


Theatre, Hartford, and ‘‘School For | 


Paree,” which cut 


’ 


3rides,” a touring twofer produc- 

tion, which wound up at the Klein 

Auditorium, Bridgeport. 
Approximate losses on individual 


$60,000; ‘“‘Hearis,” $30,000; ‘‘Eye,” 
$40,000; ‘‘Abie’s,” $60,000; “Trail,” 
$170,000; “Room,” $28,000; “Toes,” 
$130,000; ‘“Paree,” $50,000 and 
“Brides,” $40,000. 


Despite the wholesale casualties, | 


however, business both on Broad- 
way and the road continues to be 
above normal for most 
There is a full quota of sellouts 
and near-sellouts in New York, in- 
cluding both current-season entries 
and holdovers, and gross totals are 
consistently topping last season. 


Stevens Maps Producer 
Bow With B’way ‘Below’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Film-legit actor Mark Stevens 
plans to make his Broadway pro- 
ducer bow next season with a mu- 





sical, “Look Out Below,” with Lew | 
and Sammy | 


Lipton as librettist, 
Stept composer-lyricist. 

tends to star in the show. 
_ Currently starring in the “Big 
lown” vidpix series, Stevens made 
his legit actor debut two seasons 


He _ in- 


ago as costar with Geraldine Page ' 


in “Midsummer.” 





Mary Porter’s New Post 

Mrs. Mary Porter, who was man- 
ager of the Empire Theatre, N.Y., 
until its demolition two years ago, 
has been appointed managing 
irector of Theatre-Goers, Inc. 

Latter is a ticket subscription 
organization and also operates a 
central boxoffice for Broadway 
SnOWS, 


; 





, Of a theatre. 


“On |} 


shows. | 


i 


Vallee May Debut | 
In ‘Adele’ Tuner 


Bob Wells, who authored the 
book and lyrics for Paul Gregory’s | 
“Three for Tonight’ production, | 
arrived east over the weekend to 
complete his collaboration with | 
composer-producer Albert Selden 
on the songs for “Amazing Adele,” 
which: Selden and Morton Gottlieb 
have scheduled for production in 
February. Anita Loos has adapted 
the book from a French comedy. 

Rudy Vallee is a likely male lead 
in the show. It will be his legit 
musical debut, although he played 
several stock engagements last 
summer in a revival of Jean Kerr’s 
comedy, “Jenny Kissed Me.” He 
is currently in Europe, but is due 
back soon. 

“Adele” is budgeted at $250,000. 





IF THERE’S A THEATRE 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

“Sailor’s Delight,” which ends a} 
four week tryout Dec. 18 at the 
Hartford Theatre here, is_ tenta- 
tively slated for Broadway in mid- | 
January, subject to the availability 
Eva Gabor is star- | 
ring in the Peter Blackmore com- | 





| edy. 


The’ production, locally spon-' 


The Ultimate 

A truism of legit, which the 
trade never tires of discussing, 
is how circumstances always 
seems loaded with trouble for 
a flop show, while everything 
invariably falls into place for 
a hit. 

As producer 
remarked last 
we were in 


Walter Fried 
week, “When 
Philadelphia for 
the tryout of ‘Death of a 
Salesman,’ even the drinking 
water tasted good.” 








drama 
| (4) 


Broken English . 


As Bway Career 


Foreign - accent coaching is be- 
coming a career on Broadway. It’s 
a switch from the traditional pear- 


| shaped-tone tutoring and, thus far, 


the exclusive domain of a onetime 
language instructor at Columbia U. 
and dialog director in Hollywood. 

Managements of two of this sea- 
son’s Broadway shows have em- 
ployed the accent expert, 


| 


Dr. | 


Simon Mitchneck, as “speech con- | 


sultant.” They are musical 
“Fanny,” which has a Marseilles 
waterfront locale, and the incoming 
“Anastasia,” in which the princi- 
pal characters are Russian emi- 


| grees living in Germany. Two sea- 


sons ago, Mitchneck had a similar 
stint with “Time of the Cuckoo,” 
which had a Venetian setting. 


| profit. 


The instructor has a knowledge | 


of 20 languages, 14 of which he 


speaks fluently. 





Shumlin Try at ‘Living’ 


Takeover Fails When 


Attempt by Herman Shumlin to 
take over “The Living Room” and 
continue its Broadway run failed 
last week and the Graham Greene 
folded Saturday night 


at the Henry Miller, N. Y., 
after 22 performances. Gilbert 
Miller, who financed the show per- 
sonally, according to his regular 
practice, lost an estimated $28,000 


| on the venture. 


Shumlin, who admired the play 
in its original London production 
and its U.S. edition, had the neces- 
sary financing for the operation, 
and had booked the Holiday Thea- 
tre for it. Deal was apparently 


sored by Huntington Hartford and |Set, but a hitch arose over mini- 


Richard Skinner, in_ partnership | 
with Aldrich & Myers, who will 
make the presentation on Broad- | 
way, will layoff pre-Christmas | 


mum salaries for the alien cast 
members, so the project was 
dropped. 


| $187,000. 


Bel Geddes Bows Out 


Met., Equity Tiff Over Salaries Due 


On Folded ‘Joan’: 


Louis Lasco 


who bills himself an unfrocked 
alumnus of the "Duffy's Tavern" 
stable, has written a humorous 
vodka and not-so-Voiga satire on 





Tennessee Williams 
Vs. Odessa Blurp 


* * * 
an amusing byline piece in the 
forthcoming 
19th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 











‘Liberty Payoff 
On Screen Sale 


“Miss Liberty” has finally paid 
off. Returns from the recent film 
sale have recouped the remaining 
$55,000 deficit on the $200,000 
investment and left a $17,500 
The musical was produced 
on Broadway during the 
season, and had a 308-performance 


‘run. 


Irving Berlin, who wrote the 
songs for the show and co-produced 
it with librettist Robert E. Sher- 
wood and stager Moss Hart, recent- 
lv acquired full screen rights for 
He split 60° of 
with collaborator Sherwood and 


the $72,500 balance went to the| 
show. 
The composer-producer report- 


edly intends to hold the picture 


‘rights on the property until some 
| future time. 


GOTTLIEB BETTER AFTER 





| 


i 
| 





HOSP BOUT; SKED BUSY 


Producer Morton Gottlieb, who 
has been in Midtown Hospital, 
N. Y., for the last week with pneu- 
monia, is due for discharge today, 
but will probably have to take a 
couple of weeks more to recuper- 
ate. 
home, but was removed to the hos- 
pital last Tuesday (30) with a tem- 
perature of 104. 

Gottlieb, in partnership with 
Albert Selden, produced “His and 


Shumlin had just completed the | Hers” last season, and has several 


staging of ‘Wedding 


Breakfast,” | 
Minneapolis, opening Dec. 27. It’s! which preemed Nov. 20, and is ‘due | cluding 


this season, in- 
“Amazing 


shows slated for 
a musical, 


booked the following week at the! to start shoytly with the direction | Adele,” with book adapted from 


Hanna, Cleveland, but with Broad- | 


way in the worst theatre shortage | 


of “Tonight in Samarcand.” 
sought to sandwich the 


assignments, 


| 


He |the French by Anita Loos, and | 
“Living | songs by Selden and Bob Wells, 
| in memory, plans after that are un-| Room” takeover between the two | and the John Hess comedy, “Facts 
+, | certain. 
shows were ‘‘Sea,” $175,000; “Fox,” | 


of Life.” 

















OUT SOON! 





NEW YORK 36 
154 W. 46th St. 














Forms closing shortly 


HOLLYWOOD 28 
6311 Yucca St. 


The 


Of 


ARIETY 


CHICAGO 11 


A9th Anniversary Number 


Usual Advertising rates prevail 


Special exploitation advantages 


Copy and space reservations may be sent to any Variety office 


612 N. Michigan Ave. 


LONDON, W. C. 2 
8 St. Martin's Place 
Trafaigar Square 


1949-50 | 


that | 


He was ill for several days at | 

















Dispute Sick Claim 


+ Recent closing of the revival of 


“Saint Joan” in Chicago has pre- 
cipitated a dispute between the 
show's producers, Robert White- 
head and Roger L. - Stevens, 
and Actors Equity. Management’s 
claim that the shuttering of the 
revival was due to the illness of 
Jean Arthur, the star, has been 
turned down by the union. 

At issue is approximately $1,700, 
which Equity says is due cast 
members, with the exception of 
Miss Arthur, of the Producers The- 
atre venture. This amount is the 
difference between contractual and 
minimum salaries for the actors 
for the week of cancelled per- 
formances when the star notified 
the management that she could not 
appear. The producers paid the 
union minimum for the week, but 
Equity is demanding full salaries. 

Under Equity rules, perform- 
ances cancelled because of a star’s 


‘illness are subject to only mini- 


mum salary. Although the man- 
agement has submitted written 
statements from Miss _ Arthur’s 


physician that she was ill, Equity 
is insisting on substantiation. Un- 
less the matter is compromised, it 
will have to go to arbitration. 
According to a union representa- 
tive, Miss Arthur’s illness was a 
matter of definition. The Equity 





,council, in considering the case, 
has taken the attitude that the 
jactress was apparently suffering 


| primarily from pre-opening jitters. 
Although her fellow-actors among 
the union leaders express sym- 
pathy for that predicament, they 
(Continued on page 58) 





New British Producers 
Seek Pre-B’way Tryouts 
For London Nabe House 


London, Dec. 7. 
Wolf Mankowitz, novelist, play- 
wright and scripter, is off to the 
U. S. early in January in search 
|of properties suitable for produc- 
| tion at the Embassy Theatre, Swiss 
| Cottage, which he is leasing in 
partnership with Oscar Lewen- 
stein. Pair start operation at this 
|/nabe theatre with an importation 
\of “The World of Sholom Alei- 
chem,” opening Jan. 11 for a 
scheduled run of three months. 
As a new London management, 
Mankowitz & Lewenstein intend to 
|break from the traditional Em- 
bassy policy of frequent program 
|changes and to keep their plays 
running as long as business justi- 
fies. The theatre has a capacity of 
over 600 seats and a_ potential 
weekly intake of $4,000-$5,000. 
Apart from his prowl for plays, 
Mankowitz is aiming to establish 
|liaison with American mafiage- 
ments interested in taking advant- 
|}age of the reduced production 
|costs in London and use the Em- 
| bassy for pre-Broadway tryouts. 
| Although future productions at 
|the Embassy are still being nego- 
| tiated, M & L have set a deal for 
production of “The Money- 





ithe 
|makers” by Ted Allan at the Arts 
Theatre Club. The play, dealing 
with the un-American investiga- 
jtions in Hollywood, will have a 
| tryout at Cambridge, then play the 
| Arts for a month and, if merited, 
| Subsequently transfer to the Em- 
| bassy. Bernard Braden is to direct 
| the production. 

| The new Embassy management 
is operating in association with 
| Marjorie Hawtrey, widow of An- 
|thony Hawtrey, who ran the house 
juntil his death a few weeks ago. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| which permits Sunday night pres- 
| entations, 
| 


2006 ‘PICNIC’ BONANZA 
ON $90,000 GRUBSTAKE 


Total profit on “Picnic” was 
$205,887, of which $200,000 has 
been distributed. On the basis of 
the standard 50-50 split between 
management and_ backers, that 
gives the latter a 111° profit on 
their $90,000 investment. 

The Theatre-Guild Joshua Lo- 
gan production was capitalized at 
$75,000, plus 20% overcall, and 
had a production cost of $66,833 
The William Inge drama played 
485 performances on Broadway 
and then toured until last Oct., 
when Ralph Meeker left the cast 
i because of a film commitment, 
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2 Tryouts Switch Matinee Skeds, 


But Boston Critic Opposes Test 


In a bid to hypo attendance and + 
reduce tryout losses, the | 


thereby 
managements of two new Broadway 
productions have juggled — per- 
formance schedules to eliminate 
regular matinees during upcoming 
out-of-town breakin dates. Move is 
being opposed by tradition-minded 
localites in one case, however. 

In both instances, the matinee 
time is being moved back. In the 
case of “Festival,” vlaying a Bos- 
ion tryout Dec. 25 through Jan. 8, 
producer Walter Fried eliminated 
all afternoon performances in 
favor of double shows—6:30 and 
9:30 p.m.—Fridays and Saturdays 
He’s already being urged to revert 
to the conventional schedule of 
Wednesday and Saturday matinees. 

In the other case, producer John 
Huntington has slated a late ma- 
tinee—ringing up at 4:45 p.m.— 
for Christmas Day for John Cecil 
Holm’s “Southwest Corner” at the 
Shubert, New Haven Theory is 
that the delayed start will give 
patrons time to attend Christmas 
church services, have dinner and 
still get to the theatre for the ma- 
tinee. That night’s ner*ormance is 
slated for the usual 8:20 start. The | 
show opens its four-nerformance | 
shakedown engagement Dec. 23. 

Idea of the unorthodox sched- 
ules is believed to be new for pre- 
Broadway tryouts, but are familiar 
for touring productions, particu- 
larly in the midwest. Notable ex- 
ample is “Moon Is Blue,” currently 


playing the road on a two-for-one | 
per- | 


basis and playing “twinight” 
formances Friday and Saturday 





nights, with no matinees. 
Dissenting Vote 
Boston, Dee. 7. 
Announcement that Hub the- | 
atregoers were in for an “innova- 


tion” in the form of 6:30 p.m. 
“twilight performances” Fridays 
and Saturdays during the tryout 
run of Walter Fried’s production 
of Sam and Bella Svewack’s com- 
edy, “Festival” drew an immediate 
dissenting vote from Boston Herald 
drama critic Elinor Hughes, fol- 
lowed up by a letter to the pro- 
ducers. Comedy is slated to open 
a fortnight stand Dec. 25 at the 
Colonial. 

Miss Hughes agreed in her let- 
ter that ‘‘Wednesday' matinees 
without Guild subscription are not 
good,” she argued, however, that 
Saturday matinees always do well 
here, and I think you would meet 
with great resistance if you 
omitted them.” 

Asserting that the only shows 


1h’ have played Boston on the 
“night” schedule have been 
*“ woters,” Miss Hughes expressed 
the belief that “prospective ticket 
buyers would automatically  as- 
sume that ‘Festival’ is a cut-rate 
production, which would be dis- 


astrously misleading.” 

The critic continued, “This is a 
city of fairly fixed 
habits, with theatrevo-r- 
dominately in the middle-age 
brackets. These veople do not 
like to go to the theatre at night, 
especially in winter, and I suspect 
them also of having quite settled 
dinner habits, 7 p.m. or there- 
abouts.” 

Noting that she has 
grind” and_ sincerely 
new production the 
Miss Hughes 
Fried 
Hub 


‘no axe to 
wishes the 
best fortune, 
suggseted that 
theatre 


people whose judg- 


ment he respects before making an | 
than | 


irrevocable decision, rather 
jeopardize the chances of a _ pro- 


duction that promises to be so en- | 


tertaining.” 








ABsolutely 

A recent paragraph in 
VARIETY noted that several 
Broadway managements have 
dropped the word “The” from 
before the titles of their shows 
in order to get priority in the 
alphabetical ad listings in the 
New York dailies. After read- 


ing it, Bella Spewack got to 
brooding about “Festival,” 
which she co-authored with 


Sam Spewack, and which is be- 
ing produced by Walter Fried. 

Some time in the wee hours 
of the night she roused her 
sleeping husband. “Sam,” she 





theatregoing |; 
pre- | 


“consult other producers and | 


said. ‘Sam, listen. Let’s cali 
our play ‘Arts and Crafts.’ ”’ 








Equity Referendum On 
Amendments to Change 


Two proposed amendments to 


the Actors Equity constitution, due ls “ ae 
referendum vote at the quar- | @uare, N.x., 
terly membership meeting Dec. 17 | next spring if a suitable theatre 


|ean be found. Greenwich Village 


| for 


at the City Center Casino, N. Y., 
are stirring intense discussion in 
ithe union. It’s expected that the 
council, which has not yet issued a 


| for ‘mal statement on the measures, ! 
| will 
| 
| 


come out strongly against 


both. 
One 

; ments, in particular, 

lof bitter criticism. 


of the proposed amend- 
is the subject 
This 


| change the constitution to require | 


| that all contracts and agreements | 
| involving terms of employment or 

jw orking conditions for actors be! 
| ratified by two-thirds of the se- 


nior members present at a meeting | 


specifically called to pass on such | 
matters. 
The other proposed amendment | 


system involving the election of a 
nominating committee to select a 
regular ticket of officer and coun- | 
cil candidates. Instead, it would | 
provide for nomination of individ- 
ual officer and council candidates 
by petition of 20 senior members 
in good standing. 
Three Main Grounds 


amendment is based on three main 
grounds. It’s argued that such a 


tiating committee to such a degree 





tiators without authorization 
represent the unon. It’s 
claimed that the requirement of 


present at a meeting would permit 


| a minority veto of any union agree- | 
; ment, 
| Finally, it’s pointed out, the 


wording of the measure would re- 
quire a special meeting for ratifica- 
tion of every individual actor con- 
tract for a show since the proposal 
would apply to contracts and agree- 
ments ‘‘negotiated by council, its 
appointed committees or  em- 
ployees.” 

In the case of the proposed 
change in the election procedure, 
there’s more evenly divided senti- 
ment. One side claims that the 
suggested setup would be more 
democratic, since it would presum- 
ably prevent a minority faction 
from packing the quarterly meet- 
ing to capture control of the nine- 
nominating committee’ by 
electing the six membership rep- 
resentatives. 


|} man 





| ate Hours .. 


| appearance next 
| sponsorship 
| Pierre Danzelot, 
iof the French Ministry of Educa- 
ition . 


Contract, Vote Setups 


and the Ivy, 
ithe Pilgrim Players at the Broad- 
| way Tabernacle Church, 
| four days beginning today (Wed.). | 
0 

— | Haskell Frankel from. his own tv 
| seript on the “Web” series, is an- 


would scrap the present electoral | N. 


| | Hayward’s 


Opposition to the first proposed | 
|opening on Broadway for William 
| Inge’s new drama, 


setup would hamstring any nego- | Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane, 


that it would be virtually power- | * ¥ 
less, since it would leave the nego- | resumed partnership on the songs 

to | 
also | 
| with 


ratification by a two-third majority | perner slated to produce. 


'*Seven Year 


fants .. 
| Ghostley, 


| performers at the Equity 





Legit Bits 


Muriel Smith in New York until 
Dec. 11 on vacation from the Lon- 


den production of “The King and 
I” . .:. Rehearsals for Kenneth 
Banghart’s contemplated produc- 
tion of William McCieery’s ‘Run- 
ning Mate,” originally skedded to 
begin last Monday (6), have been 
indefinitely postponed .. . George 
Jenkins, scenic designer of “The 
Bad Seed,” has resigned as art di- 
rector in charge of color of CBS- 
TV, to concentrate on legit. 
Howard Whitfield is production 
manager, William Weaver is stage 
manager and Lowell Harris is as- 
sistant stage manager for “‘Desper- 
. Paul Gregory’s musi- 
cal, “Three For Tonight.” cur- 
rently tryout-touring, is skedded 
for Broadway late in March... 
Comedie Francaise, famous Paris 
group, will make its initial 
fall under the 
S. Hurok and 
director general 





of 


. “Pleasure Express,” revue 
with sketches and lyrics by Alex- 
ander Wilde and music by Ted 
Royal, will be produced by Wilde 
for a road tour next Spring. 
Director Jose Quintero and ac- 
tor-production Ted Mann, two of 
the founders of the Circle in the 
contemplate reacti- 
off-Broadway group 


vating the 


operation was disbanded last sea- 
son when the outfit’s theatre was 
shuttered by the fire department 

. Wynard Brown’s “The Holly 
* will be presented by 


Mca 10r 


“The Perfect Wife,” adapted by 


|/nounced for Broadway production 
| by Herbert Hirschman and Gene 
Burr, respective producer-director 
and story editor of the tele stanza 

. Theatrical accountant Jack 
Seidman (& Seidman) will talk on 
| legit investing at a luncheon next 
| Tuesday (14) at the Harvard Club, 
eZ Joshua Logan planed 
| back Monday (6) from the Coast, 
‘where he saw rushes of Leland 
film production of 
“Mister Roberts.” 


Pittsburgh Playhouse tossed a 
party last week for Fred Burleigh 
on the occasion of the 100th pro- 
duction he has staged for the 


group... Producers Theatre (Rob- 
lert Whitehead and Roger L. 
Stevens) plan a late February 


“Rus Geer" ..> 


who split as collaborators after 
“Best Foot Forward” in 1941, have 


for a collegiate musical, “Three 
Tigers,” for which Cy Gomberg and 
Jack Sher are supplying the book, 
Herman Levin and Alan J. 


Tom Ewell returns Dec. 27 as 
star of the Broadway company of 
Itch.” Meanwhile, 
George Keane is playing the lead 


jin the comedy, succeeding Elliott 


Nugent, who was subbing while} 
'Ewell made the film’ version. 
Nugent planed to England last | 


week to confer with Paul Vincent | 
Carroll on the casting of 


for Courtney Burr and John! 
Byram . .. Sol Jacobson will press- | 


agent “Tonight in Samarcand.” 
Thelma Chandler will be general } 
touring | 


stage manager of the 
edition of ‘“‘Teahouse of the Au- 
gust Moon,” with Joseph Doodley 
and Conrad Hamanaka as assist- 
. Hermione Gingold, Alice 
Jimmy Komack, Portia 


Nelson, Bib Osterwald, Charlotte 


Rae, Susan Reid, Elliott Reid and | 


Richard Silvera will be among the 
Library 


USS. | 


Inside Stufi—Legit 


Backers of the Kermit Bloomgarden production, “Wedding Break- 
| fast,’ currently in its third week at the 48th Street Theatre, N.Y., 
‘include the producer, $350; Paul Beisman, manager of the American 
Theatre, St. Louis, $700; Herman Bernstein, general manager for 
producers Leland Hayward, Richard Halliday and Howard Lindsay & 
Russell Crouse, $700; Raymond A. Broeder, of City Playhouses, Inc., 
$700; John J. Cella, president of the American Theatre, St. Louis, 
$700; souvenir program agent Arthur Klar, $700; author-playwright 
Arthur Kober, $700; attorney Morris M. Schrier, repping Music Corp, 
of America, $700; film-legit actor Van Heflin, $1,400; United Artists 
prexy Arthur B. Krim, $1,400; John Shubert, of the Shubert office, 
$1,400; Eugene W. Walton, of the Walton Transfer Co., $1,400; ad 
agency exec William H. Weintraub, $1,400; Mrs. Edward Kook, wife 
of the president of Century Lighting Co., $1,750; Irwin D. Wolf, 
president of the Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera, $2,100; Robert E. Dow- 
ling, producer and head of City Investing Co., $2,800; film actor Kirk 
Douglas, $4,200; Metro lawyer William Melniker, $350, and Anthony 
B. Serlin, son of producer Oscar Serlin, $700. Production is financed 
at $70,000, with no overcall provision. 





Backers of the Ethel Linder Reiner production, ‘‘Rainmaker,” cur- 
rently in its sixth week at the Cort Theatre, N.Y., include producer- 
| theatre owner Huntington Hartford, $6,000; Thomas Hammond, the 
shew’s general manager, $4,000; L. Arnold Weisberger, attorney for 
the production, $3,000; ad agency exec William H. Weintraub, $3,000; 
bandleader and orch contractor, Meyer Davis, $1,500; producer Mary 
K. Frank, $1,500; author-playwright Arthur Kober, $1,500; Irwin D. 
Wolfe, president of the Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera, $1,500; tv pack- 
ager Muriel Campbell, $750; CBS-TV researcher Oscar Katz, $750; 
Lawrence Langner, associate director of the Theatre Guild, $750; 
Alfred Levy, of Talent Associates, tv production outfit, $750; Mrs. 
Edward Kook, wife of the president of Century lighting, $750; actress 
Ruth McDevitt, $500; Ruth Green, of the League of N.Y. Theatres, 
$375, and producer Gerard R. George, $375. Production is financed 
at $75,000, with no overeall provision. 





“The Champagne Complex,” which Gayle Stine has scheduled for 
Broadway production around Feb. 1, has been drastically revised by 
author Leslie Stevens since Alexander H. Cohen tried it out last sum- 
mer at New Hope, Pa. The comedy’s three character emphasis on 
psychiatry has reportedly been modified and the heroine, instead of 
merely getting blotto, now has a compulsion to take her clothes off 
when she’s been drinking. Latter plot twist is said to provide the 
curtain for one act. Another major change is that instead of the young 
psychiatrist, the older of the two suitors, to be played by Donald Cook, 
now gets the girl. Alfred de Liagre Jr. is mentioned as likely stager 
of the play. 


Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera issued last week a list of 14 musical 
titles from which its schedule of next summer’s eight productions 
will be chosen. Optional slate includes ‘South Pacific,” “Count of 
Luxemburg,” “Me and Juliet,” ‘Waltz Dream,” “Guys and Dolls,” 
“Best Foot Forward,” “Sweethearts” and “Cyrano de Bergerac,” none 
of which has ever been done here in summer, and “Song of Norway,” 
“Wizard of Oz,” “Carousel,” “Brigadoon,” “New Moon” and “Rosalinda,” 
as potential repeats. 


During an intermission of last week’s “Mrs. Patterson” opening, 
Tex McCrary, Jinx Faikenburg and Biil Leonard discussed the show 
loudly enough across an intervening row of seats'to give nearby play- 
goers a free audition of the-unfavorable opinions to be aired on their 
respective tv programs next day. McCrary, the toughest of the three, 
disliked Eartha Kitt’s performance as star and thought the show “a 
waste of time.” 


David Brooks, one of the four singing-acting leads in “Sandhog” 
at the Phoenix, N.Y., went without credit in the Varrety review last 
week through a confusion of identification with Gordon Dilworth. it 
happens, too, that cast also includes David Hooks. 





delsman, general manager; Clayre | Mentone before returning to his 
Ribner, production manager; How-/ native Australia. 

ard Whitfield, stage manager, and Scot Bits 

Marian Byram & Phyllis Perlman. 


pressagents ... Pat Campbell will : _ Glasgow, Dec. 7. 

do the sets and lighting and Vir- “Blithe Spirit,” with Kay Ken- 
ginia Volland will be costume de-/| dall, Dennis Price, Margot Gra- 
signe’ for Shepard Traube’s pru-| hame and Irene Handl, touring 


Scotland prior to a West End re- 
| Vival in early Spring... Gateway 
Theatre, Edinburgh, withdrew 
“Rope,” Patrick Hamilton thriller, 
because of poor biz... Hazel Pen- 
warden, young Cornish actress, tak- 


duction of ‘Grand Prize.” 

George Brandt, who last week 
expressed doubt as to the boxoffice 
potential of “Moulin Rouge,” 
Pierre La Mure’s dramatization of 
—y own novel, has partnered with 





“The |F. Gilbert based on the career 
Wayward Saint,” which he’ll direct | the British soldier 


ing the lead in a new comedy- 
melodrama “Diana,” at Citizens’ 
Theatre, Glasgow ... Sonia Dres- 
del starring in “‘Queen of Calabash 
Island” at Empire Theatre, Inver- 
ness. 


Scheduled N.Y. Openings 


(Theatre indicated if set) 


- Allen Lewis and Clifford Hay- 
ae to produce it for a road tour 
“Lawrence of Arabia,’ drama 

by “John Huntington and Erskine 
of 
of fortune of 
World War I, is being presented 
i tonight (Wed.) through next Sat- 
urday (11) at Ithaca (N. Y.) College. 
Legit-film actress Edna Thomas, 








recuperating in Brooklyn Hospi- 

tal —. heart attack, is now BROADWAY 

| permitted visitors .., Rodney Mill- Bad Seed, 46th St. (12-8) 
ington, managing director of the I atics Py 4 —s 2 _ E 
British casting directory, Spot- — overs, Br'dhurst 


(12-13). 


light, is due Dec. 17, from London, 2 : ‘ 

for his annual Broadway show- Witness For Prosecution (12-16). 
| catching visit Peter Davis, Portrait of a Lady, Anta Play- 
| Theatre Guild business manager, | house (12-20), 


vacationing at Ft. Lauderdale. What Every Woman Knows, City 





cell 





PiRiand shieR 


TA EM Be i BUD oe 


ees Sat 


a ge td Pepeatres “third ‘annual Cocktail Center (12-22), 
Others argue that under the pro- Revue pert Sunday (12) at the 2 aii: White Bleuse of Flowers, Alvin (12-28). 
[*. : oe, See icca ; ; 5 
HAYWARD HAS ‘RETURN’ sible for an organized minority to i y London, Nov. 30. 


Black-Eyed Susan, Playh’se (12- 
Trudy Goth handling American 25). ’ ons 
office (in N.Y.) for the Italian The-} ,, : : # 
atre Syndicate of Rome, whose di- | All Done with Mirrors,” comedy 
rectors are Paola Ojetti and B.| thriller by John Clevedon. . 
Randone. They’re seeking U.S. | Keneth Kent is going into manage- 


seripts for production in Italy. “6 * 
Miss Goth, former head of Chore- | ment with “From Crime to Crime,’ 





the election by arranging 
PIX RIGHTS FOR 1006 | for numerous nominations-by-peti- 
{tion and then concentrating its 


Screen rights to “Point of No/| Votes for a few selected candidates, | 


Return,” Paul Osborn’s agen 
3d L’ville Show Train; 


capture Actress Olga Lindo has optioned 
St. Bleecker St., B’way (12-27). 
Flowering Peach, Belasco (12-28), 
Anastasia (1-4), 

Purple Dust, Bijou (1-4). 

Time of Life, City Cent. (1-5). 


| 
| 
, posed change it would still be pos- 
' 
| 
' 





tion of the J. P. Marquand novel, 


have been purchased by Leland | ographers’ Workshop, N.Y., writes | @dapted from the French by Philip Festival (1-12). 
Hayward for $100,000. Although Ist Opera Jaunt Back dance columns for tradepapers| Weathers . . . Bernard Grun col-| Grand Prize, Lyceum (1-13). 
final details of the detail haven't Louisville, Dec. 7. here and abroad. laborating with Eric Maschwitz ou Put All Together (wk., 1-17). 





Donald E. Ames points out that | 


been set, the coin will be in stag-| Third theatre train from here, | ,,,' - a new English version of “Three| Fourposter, City Center (1-19). 
gered payments, | organized largely through the ef- | ‘The Flowering Peach” was not} Waltzes,’ by Oscar Strauss, to in- Plain & Fancy (1-20). 

Hayward, who produced the! forts of Courier-Journal Avame | + first Broadway-bound tryout | | corporate the s same composer's “La Silk Stockings, Imperial (1-21). 
play on Broadway during the | editor Boyd Martin, left Sunday since “Doctor Social” in 1947, as| Ronde” waltz. Painted Days, (wk., 1-24), 
1951-52 season, with Henry Fonda! (5) for a round of plays and enter- inv: en t any Soom Baltimore| Jack Hylton ts paging Richard Desperate Hours (1-27). 
as star, will make the picture for | tainment in New York. About 450 m VAnmee Swe weens ago. Other Attenborough for the lead in “Ring Tontehé in Samareand (wk. 1-31). 


pre-Broadway tryouts there 
interim included “Mister 
“Red Gloves” and 
Thousand Days.” 


Wisteria Trees, City Center (2-2). 
OFF-B’WAY 
Dr.’s Dilemma, Phoenix (1-11). 


in the! for Catty” by Patrick Cargill. Play 
Roberts,” | is set for spring production with 
“Anne of the/ Richard Bird directing ... As there 


Warner Bros. release. His indie | are making the trip. 
productions of “Mister Roberts, "| Another group has just returned 
just about completed, and the up-! from the first opera-train parent 





u |}are too many distractions in Lon- High Named Today, de . Lys 
cold M: haggree z oe Louis’ and | to Ne eh York, arranged locally by | Staff for the Howard Erskine-| don “for one bent on playwriting,” (12-10), : as 
Man and the Sea,” will be; Courier - Journal music crilic | Joseph Hayes production, “Des-| Hugh Hastings, author of “Seagulls| Troublemakers, President (wk. 


released by the same company. | Dwight Anderson. | perate_Hours,” includes S, M, Han-| Over Sorrento,” is vacationing in | 12-27), 











ee | 


_, 





oo 


SN STEEL ca NR ie nN Nin kA 








Wednesday, December 8, 1954 


VARIETY 





LEGITIMATE 57 





Philly Ajam; Stockings’ Wow $54,806, 


Flowers 33G, Lovers’ 196, ‘Susan’ 9G 


Philadelphia, Dec. 7. 

Philly is still hitting on all five 
theatrical cylinders, with every lo- 
cal marquee lighted for the third 
straight week. “Silk Stockings” 
continues to run away from the 
pack and has extended its run an 
extra week through Jan. 1. It then 
goes to Boston to continue pre- 
Broadway doctoring. 

With every legit house tenanted, 
the Academy of Music is offering 
“The Caine Mutiny Court-Martial” 
next Thursday-Saturday (9-11) for 
three performances and Agnes 
Moorehead in another Paul Greg- 
ory production, “The Fabulous 
Redhead” tonight (Tues.). “Anas- 
tasia,’ fourth play in the Guild- 
American Theatre Society sub- 
scription series, arrived last night 
(Mon.), replacing “Lunatics and 
Lovers” at the Walnut. 

Estimates for Last Week 


House of Flowers, Erlanger, (M) 
(2d wk) ($5.40; 1,880) (Pearl Bailey) 
Truman Capote-Harold Arlen mu- 
sical getting big newspaper and 
radio campaign; about $33,000 on 
the holdover. 

South Pacific, Forrest, (MD) 
(10th wk) ($4.80; 1,760) (lva With- 
ers, Allen Gerrard). Sagged under 
$17,000; continues through Jan. 1. 

Black-Eyed Susan, Locust (C) 
(Ist wk) ($4.20; 1,580) (Vincent 
Price). Farce got poor notices and 
mixed word of mouth; pulled $9,- 
000; extending through Dec. 18 for 
ex‘ensive revisions. 

Silkk Stockings, Shubert (MD) 
($6, 1.870) (Don Ameche, Hilde- 


+ 





‘Ginger’ Modest $17,000, 
Gabor Tame $8,500, L. A. 


2 _ Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 
Legit’s in the doldrums again 
this week with only one house 
alight in the wake of the departure 
of “Time Out for Ginger” after an 
unprofitable two-week stand. In- 


‘Gertie’ NG 6G, Columbus; 
‘Teahouse’ Advance SRO 


Columbus, Dec. 7. 
“Getting Gertie’s Garter” 
grossed under $6,000 last week at 
the Hartman here at a $3.45 top, 
but with a flood of twofers out. 
For the first time in 44 years, 
the theatre took a newspaper ad 
yesterday (Mon.) to announce that 
all reserved seats have been sold 
on mail order before the boxoffice 
opening for “Teahouse of the 
August Moon,” due in Dec. 16-18. 
Hartman management is trying to 
arrange an extra matinee for Fri- 
day, Dec. 17. 








cumbent is ‘‘Sailor’s Delight,” still 
undergoing revisions in its tryout | 
run. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Sailor’s Delight, Huntington 
Hartford (C) (2d wk) ($3.85; 1,036) 
(Eva Gabor). Down to $8,500; in 
the red. 

Time Out for Ginger, Biltmore 
(C) (2d wk) ($3.85; 1,636) (Melvyn 
| Douglas). Climbed to $17,000 on 
co finale, after a $13,000 opener. 


“Witness $16,200, 
Caine’ 21146, Hub 


Boston, Dec. 7. | 

Although biz reflected the start 
of the pre-Christmas boxeffice de- 
cline, the Hub’s three legit entries 
did fairly well last week. Lone 
newcomer this week is “The Flow- | 
ering Peach,” which bowed at the | 
Colonial last night (Mon.) for a} 
two-week stand. Production is the 











King’ Big $51,400, 
Season’ $19,600 
Dream’ 826, Chi 


Chicago, Dee. 7. 
With “King and I” setting the 
pace, Loop biz was generally strong 
last week. The Rogers & Hammer- 
stein musical looks set for a long 
stay on the basis of advance orders. 
“despite its mixed reviews, and 


“Fifth Season” appears to be set- | 


tling down for a run. 
“Oh Men, Oh Women” opened 
last night (Mon.) at the Harris. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Fifth Season, Erlanger (3d wk) 
($4; 1.300) (Chester Morris, Joseph 
Buloff). Topped $19,600 (previous 
week, $19,500). 


i 
| 


Bway Perks: Kitt $27,300 First 7, 
Fanny $65,900 Leads, ‘Pan’ $52,300, 
Lunts SRO $30,600, Waltz $23,300 


Broadway is reversing its tradi-;(Vera Zorina, Bobby Van). Over 
tional pre-Christmas slump pattern | $27,100 (previous week, $29,800); 
jagain. For the second straight year }closed last Saturday (4) at a loss of 
|biz for the first week of December | approximately $130,000 on a $175,- 
was on the upswing, instead of |000 investment. 
starting the usual decline until the| pajama Game, St. James (MC) 
Christmas-New Year's week pick-/ (30th wk; 236; $6.90; 1,571; $51,717) 
up. Slide is expected to begin this |(johnn Raitt, Janis Paige, Eddie 
| week, however. | Foy Jr.). Capacity as always; over 

Nearly all shows, excluding the , $52,100. 
smashes, registered increases last} peter Pan. Winter Garden (MD) 
week. Another four shows closed! (7th wk: 53: $6.90: 1,510; $57,500) 
last Saturday (4), repeating the|(Mary Martin). ‘Nearly $52,300 
{previous frame’s casualty figure. (previous week, $51,100). 
iFolds ‘“Abie’s Irish Rose,” “Living | Quadrille Panel (C) (5th wk; 


'Room,” “On Your Toes” and “Hit! : J ‘ 
the Trail.” Latter show and “Mrs. | 38; $6.90-$5.75-$4.60; 1,027; $30,- 


“cE santero a cae .n. | 000) (Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne, 
maa WES: SS: RRS Se | Edna Best, Brian Aherne): Over 
Sole newcomer this week is “Bad | C@pacity, at almost $30,600 (pre- 
'Seed,” bowing tonight (Wed.). er be + arog on ark tide: 48 
Estimates for Last Week | Rainmaker, Cort ( WE; 34) 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), pg 1.066; San eae Gee. 
'CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), by ol ecg $19 100) ‘ 
| MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- | Reclinhas Sewke, ce ai 
‘al- ) ra), OP (Op-| " , J 
ae eee P’' (9th wk; 68; $5.75-$4.60; 995; $23.- 
Other parenthetic designations ; 389). Almost $16,000 — (previous 
refer, respectively, to weeks played, | Week, $15,000); must vacate the 
;number of performances through | theatre Jan. 8 to make way for 
| last Saturday, top prices, number ; the incoming “Grand Prize. 
|of seats, capacity gross and stars. Seven Year Itch, Fulton’ (C) 
| Price includes 10° Federal and, (107th wk; 853; $5.75-$4.60; 1,063; 
5% City tar, but grosses are net: | $24,000) (Elliott Nugent). Over 
ji.e., exclusive of tax. $19,200 (previous week, $19,200); 
| Abie’s Irish Rose, Holiday (C) | Nugent exited the cast last Thurs- 
($d wk; 20; $5.75-$4.60; 900; $28-| day (2), with George Keane re- 











garde Neff). Advance sale put this/ fourth entry in the current Thea- 
one in runaway class, although/tre Guild-American Theatre So- 
audience reception varies; new lo-| ciety subscription series. 


| 




















eal gross record at $54,806; con- Future bookings include: Dec. 
tinues through Jan. 1. 13, Ballets Espagnols, Shubert, one 
($4.20: 1,340) (Dennis King). Sid-| Shubert, two weeks, and “Anas- 
ney Kingsley excursion into farce | tasia,’ Plymouth, two weeks; Dec. 

tormances. 

J if $75 oi Estimates for Last Week 

enn er 3 9 Colonial (single week) ($4.95-$4.40; 

; 1.590) (Paul Douglas, Wendell 

6 

Peach’ $7,700, D.C. ‘sci "ees 
+ ) eWe Jose Greco, Shubert (single 
house is dark this week. 

Business continued poor last} piymouth (st wk) ($3.85; 1,200)’ 
week for the second and final stan- | Tyyout got a fairly good $16,200; 
way-bound ‘Flowering Peach” at 
the Shubert Theatre. Take ran | § ? $ 

TOWN’ BRUTAL $17,300 
preceding week. “Getting Gertie’s ON HOLDOVER IN PITT 
ago, moved into the Shubert last ; 
night (6) for a fortnight stand on “Wonderful Town” took a fur- 

Despite generally mediocre re- final cha - rae 
Wii oe lar <p rear apter at the Nixon last week 
views, Jennifer Jones in ‘Portrait with a dire $17,300 gross, a drop of 
into the National Theatre last : ‘ - 

; . . opening stanza. Top was $4.80. 
week, its second and final D. C./Show lost an estimated $25,000 on 
up neariy $3,000 over the initial} Nixon is currently dark, but re- 
week. The National is dark this lights next Monday (13) with Deb- 
(13) with three weeks of “Wonder- | which should challenge the strike- 
ful Town. plagued town’s boxoffice blight. 

bookings are a two-week stand of 

Eddie Bracken in ‘Seven Year 

‘ ? . : 

rine Cornell and Tyrone Power in 

Angels Fair 106, St. L. “Dark Is Light Enough,” due 
St. Louis, Dec. 7. 
} 
star with her husband Gower | ‘Paree’ $3 900 Hartford: 

Champion, and Harry Belafonte in | ? 4 . 

ie pre-k It Takes French Leave 
night,” forced the cancellation of 


Lunatics and Lovers, Walnut (C)| week; Dec. 20, “Plain and Fancy,” 
has found a following; over $19,000. | 25, “Festival,’’ Colonial, 17 per- 
Caine Mutiny Court Martial, 
Corey, Steve Brodie). Over $21,500 
week) ($3.30; 1,700). Okay $16,500; 
Washington, Dec. 7. , 
Witness for the Prosecution, 
za of Clifford Odets’ new Broad- | final week is current. 
$7,700, just a shade above the 
Garter,” the farce of a generation 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 7. 
twofers. ther slugging in its second and 
of a Lady” continued to draw them | more than $2,000 from the costly 
stanza. Gate was a fine $25,600, | the fortnight. 
week, but reopens next Monday |orah Kerr in “Tea and Sympathy,” 
The theatre’s other scheduled 
é be >] 
Tonight’ $13,500 for 5, 
Itch,” starting Dec. 27, and Katha- 
Jan, 10. 
Illness of Marge Champion, co- 
the pre-Broadway “Three For To- 
Hartford, Dec. 7. 


the last three preformances of the “Hello, Paree”’ grossed a starva- | 
show last Friday-Saturday (3-4) at) tion $3,900 last week at the Par-| 
the American Theatre. After re-| sons Theatre. It was a record low | 
funds of about $15,000, the gross| for a musical here. William L. 
for the five remaining perform- {Taub revue tryout folded here. It 
ances was $13,500, at $4.48 top. Re-| drew a miserable $5,300 in a five’ 
views for the show were good, The | performance breakin at Wilming- | 
American is dark for the next | ton the week before. 
fortnight, but relights Dec. 20 with! parsons will be dark until Dec. 
a two-week frame of “Teahouse of | 93 when it relights for a three-day 
the August Moon,” which is sealed | tryout of Ronald Alexander's com- 
to $4.48, with a $5.60 top New! edy, “Grand Prize,” with June 
Years’ Eve. Lockhart, John Newland and Betsy 
Fair business greeted “My 3 An-/| Palmer featured. 
, ed the first semester of a 
ortnight’s stand at the Empress ? . 
theatre. Gross was almost $10,000 Dubliners 176, Frisco 
for the stock bill. Touring version San Francisco, Dec. 7. 
of the comedy was presented at With critical reaction and 
w.o.m. both better for the Dublin 
Players’ last two offerings, “Juno 


the American theatre last April 
, ? : and the Paycock” and “The Far 
Oh Men’ 176, Cincy 308 fhe .F ss crace’ last week 
Cincinnati, Dec. 7, |jumped up to aL Lag i ge 
Ralph Bellamy in “Oh Men, Oh vi sey a Benga ae ae 
W omen” grossed a fair $17,000 last “Time Out. for Ginger” opened 
Week at the 1,300-seat Cox. Top | jast night (Mon.) at the Curran for 
was $3.96 and Guild subscription | ¢our weeks on subscription. 
was helpful. Estimate for Last Week __ 
House is dark this week prior Dublin Players, Geary ($3.85; 
to a fortnight of “Moon Is Blue”, 1,500). Good $17,000 after the 
at $3.96 top, with twofers. } $11,000 opening week. 














| week tprevious week, $42,400). 


of the second round after the New (ist wk; 4; $6,090; 1,527; $55,916) 


King and I, Shubert (2d wk) ($5; s 
2,100) (Yul Brynner, Patricia Mori- bey ge: oF oat Sch ha a 
son). Nearly $51,400 for first full | $6,000); closed last Saturday (4) a 
Me + fig ‘a loss of about it’s full $60,000 in- 


nnemenes Die Sen Civic |" aaive ry Waltz, Broadhurst 
Opera (2d wk) ($5.50; 3,600) (Rob- | rsary _ Peg + 
ert Helpmann, Moira _ Shearer, |(C) (35th wk; 275: $4.60; 998; $28,- 
Stanley Holloway). Almost $82,000 | 900) (Macdonald Cafey, Kitty Car- 
for final 10 performances, bringing |lisle). Over $23,300 (previous week, 
the total to $127,000 for the 14- | $21,100); moved Monday (6) to the 
performance stand; resumed tour | 766-seat Booth, where the gross 
Sunday (5). |capacity will be about $20,000. 


Pajama Tops, Blackstone (Ist | eX 
wk) ($4.40: 1,358) (Dianna Barry- | Wk; 76: $6.90; 1,172; $38.200). Over 


more). Nearly $15,200 on twofers. Be. gang $38,400 (previous week, 
‘ | $38.300). 
OPENING THIS WEEK | Caine Mutiny Court Martial, 


Oh Men, Oh Women, Harris ($5; | Plymouth (D) (46th wk; 364; $5.75- 
1,000) (Ralph Bellamy). Opened $4.60; $33,331) (Lloyd Nolan, John 
last night (Mon.) for indefinite |Hodiak, Barry Sullivan). Almost 
run, drew unanimously enthusias- | $26,000 (previous week, $27,100). 
tic reviews, | Can-Can, Shubert (MC) (83d wk; 
y : '660; $6.90; 1,361; ata gd yy 
$48,100 (previous week, b, ), 
SEED NOT GOOD $8,50 | Dear Charles, Morosco (C) (12th 

iwk; 93; $6.90-$5.75-$4.60; $29,850) 
ON 2D WEEK IN BALTO | (Tallulah Bankhead). Over $23,800 


Baltimore, Dec. 7. |(previous week, $22,700). 


Second stanza of ‘“‘The Bad Seed” ($7.50: 1,510; $65,300) (Ezio Pinza, 
grossed a drab $8,500 here at Walter Slezak). Over capacity 
Ford’s last week, not too bad con- | again, topped $65,900. 
sidering the last-minute addition Hit the Trail, Hellinger 





(MC) 


York preem was delayed. Jennifer ([rra Petina). Opened last Thurs- 
Jones in “Portrait Of A Lady” | day (2) to unanimous pans, gross- 
starts two-week tryout engagement |ing $7,100 for first four perform- 
tonight (Tues.). 'ances; closed Jast Saturday (4) at 

Future schedule includes Dec.!a loss of around $170,000 





Boy Friend, Royale (MC) (10th) 


placing until Tom Ewell returns as 
star Dec. 27. 

Solid Gold Cadillac, Music Box 
(C) (57th wk; 453; $5.75-$4.60; 
1,077; $27,811). Almost $20,100 
(previous week, $18,600). 


Tea and Sympathy, Barrymore 


} 
| 





(D) (62d wk; 493; $5.75-$4.60; 
1,214; $28,300) ‘(Joan Fontaine). 
Nearly $17,900 (previous week, 
$19,200), 

Teahouse of the August Moon, 
| Beck (C) (60th wk; 484; $4§.22- 
| $4.60; 1,214; $33,608) (David 
| Wayne, John Forsythe). Over ca- 


pacity again, topped $34,000. 

Tender Trap, Longacre (C) (8th 
wk; 61; $5.75-$4.60; 1,048; $26,317) 
(Robert Preston, Kim Hunter, 
Ronny Graham). Almost $23,900 
(previous week, $21,500). 

Wedding Breakfast, 48th St. (C) 
(3d wk; 17; $5.75-$4.60; 925; $23,- 
720). Nearly $13,200 again. 

Miscellaneous 
Sandhog, Phoenix (M) (2d wk; 





116; $4.60-$3.45; 
Fanny, Majestic (MD) (5th wk;36; | 


on a) 





31, “Caine Mutiny Court-Martial,” | $225,000 investment. 
Ford's, single week, tryout, on sub- | week, $51,100). 

on Bel Geddes), 

|Miller footing the entire bill. 

New Haven, Dec. 7. 

favorable comment but only so-so/|nesday (1) to one favorable notice 
in with a preview next Saturday|egram; Kerr, Herald Tribune; | 
Dec. 23-25; “Put Them Ail Togeth- view. 


Lyric, two performances; Jan. 3,| Kismet, Ziegfeld (OP) (53d wk; 
“South Pacific,” Ford’s, two weeks; |420; $6.90; 1,528; $57,908) (Alfred 
Jan. 17, “Dark Is Light Enough,” |Drake). Over $53,000 (previous 
scription. | Living Room, Miller (D) (3d wk; 
| 22; $5.75-$4.60; 920; $23,248) a 

‘ ee ° Almost $21,50 
Anastasia $8,200 In 4, (previous week, $14,000); closed 
last Saturday (4) at an approximate 

For New Haven Tryout !$28.060 loss, with producer Gilbert 
Mrs. Patterson, National (‘D) (1st 

Preem of “Anastasia” at Shubert wk; 6; $6.90-$5.75); 1,172; $37,000) 
last Thursday-Saturday (2-4) drew (Eartha Kitt). Opened last Wed- 
biz. Scaled at $4.00 top, four per-|(Chapman, News) and six modified 
formances pulled a modest $8,200.' negatives (Atkinson, Times; Cole- 
“Plain and Fancy” has its break-|}man, Mirror; Hawkins, World-Tel- 
night (11), then continues all next | McClain, JournalAmerican; Watts, 
week (13-18). Three more pre-! Post); grossed nearly $27,300 for 
mieres follow, “Southwest Corner,” first six performances and one pre- | 
er,” Dec. 30-Jan. 1, and “Desperate On Your Toes, 46th St. (MC) (8th 
Hours,” Jan, 6-8. wk; 64; $8.05-$6.90; 1,319; $48,547) | 








Total Legit Grosses | 


Following are the comparative figures based on Vs rrery’s box- | 
office reports for last week (the 27th week of the season) and | 
the corresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY 
This 1953-54 
Season Season | 
Number of shows current . rer ere 24 23 } 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 501 470 


$678,100 
$13,779,000 


$646,500 } 


Total gross for all shows last week.... 
$13,194,800 | 


Season's total gross so far.... 





Number of new productions......... 23 27 
ROAD 
Excluding stock 
Number of current shows reported.... 26 19 
Total weeks played so far by all shows. 410 360 
Total gross for all shows last week.... $558,300 $396.500 
Season’s total gross so far....... «+++ $10,065,700 $8,243,900 


1,150; $24,067). 
Nearly $15,000 (previous week, 
$19,400 for first eight perform- 
ances and three previews). 
OPENING THIS WEEK 

Bad Seed, 46th St. (D) ($5.75- 
$4.60; 1,319; $37,000). (Nancy 
Kelly). Maxwell Anderson drama- 
tization of William March novel, 
presented by the Playwrights Co.; 
production financed at $65,000, 
cost about $55,000 to bring in, in- 
cluding anproximately $7,500 try- 
out loss, \ 1t excluding bonds, and 
can break even at around $16,000 
gross; opens tonight (Wed.). 





OFF BROADWAY SHOWS 
(Figures denote opening dates) 
Doil’s House, Finch Coll. (11-12), 
Dybbuk, 4th St. (10-26-54). 
Importance Being Earnest, Prov- 
incetown (11-9). 

Sands of the Negev, President 
(10-25-54); closes next Sunday (12). 

Stone For Danny Fisher, Down- 
town National (10-21-54). 

Twelfth Night, Jan Hus (11-9-54). 

Way of the World, Cherry Lane 
(9-29-54). 

CLOSED LAST WEEK ‘ 

In Splendid Error, Greenwich 

News (10-26-54). 


CORNELL-POWER ‘DARK’ 
$29,786, TORONTO MARK 


Toronto, Dec. 7. 
With turnaway biz at every per- 
formance, new straight play house 
record was set for the 46-year-old 
Royal Alexandra Theatre last week 
by Katharine Cornell and Tyrone 
Power in Christopher Fry’s “The 
Dark Is Light Enough.” Gross wis 
$29.786, with the 1,525- seater 
scaled at $4 top with tax. Former 
house record of $29,771 was set by 
the Lunts in “I Know My Love” 
in 1951 at the same scale. 
Cornell-Power success also broke 
the attendance jinx which has 
plagued the Royal Alexandra since 
Hurricane Hazel swept across thie 
western part of the city six weeks 
ago, washing out most bridges and 
highways leading into the city. 
Theatre is now dark for three 
weeks, but opens Dec. 27 with Bal- 
lets Espagnols and has steady 
bookings into the first week i 
April. 
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Shows Abroad 


Hedda Gabbler 
London, Nov. 29. 


Productions production 
three acts, by Henrik Ibsen. 
Ashcroft. Directed by Peter 
Motley. At Westminster 


Tennent 
drama _ in 
Stars Peggy 
Ashmore; decor, 


Theatre, London, Nov. 29, ’54; $2.15 top. | 
Berthe xe Dorothy Dewhurst 
Julie Tesmam .....-eeee- Susan Richmond 
George Tesman  ...+.se+s George Devine 
Hedda evs ORES Peggy Ashcroft 


“Rachel Kempson 
Noel Willman 
Michael Warre 


Thea Elvsted ..... 
Brack 


Eilert 


Lovborg 





The title role in this Ibsen trag- | 


edy offers a histrionic field-day for 
a dramatic actress and in 
expert hands of Peggy Ashcroft it 
is one of the most impressive sights 
in the current 
“Hedda Gabbler’” comes to town 
after an extended run at the Lyric, 
in suburban Hammersmith, and in 
its new venue should hold for a 
season. It is a connoisseur’s item 
ot the first-order. 

Although surrounded by a highly 
competent cast, Miss Ashcroft 
dominates every scene in which she 
appears. Yet her interpretation of 
the ruthless bride is never over- 
powering, but always compelling. 
She gives an eerie credence to the 
unwholesome character who wants 
more out of life than her adoring 
but naive husband could provide 
and who brings stark tragedy to 
her circle of friends. 

Peter Ashmore has directed this 
classic revival with an acute sensi- 
tivity and the period settings and 
costumes by Motley establish the 
atmosphere. The direction gives 


of | 





the | 


| 


London theatre. | 


full force and meaning to the trag- | 


edy and the power of the dialog 
is skillfully conveyed by the cast. 
Rachel Kempson gives a notable 
performance as the woman whose 
jlea for help is betrayed. Man she 
1ad_ inspired to write a_ classic 
work and who is driven to suicide is 
earnestly played by Michael Warre. 
George Devine extracts full sym- 
pathy by his interpretation of the 
husband and Noel Willman affects 
the right cynical note as the family 
lawyer who fails in his maneuver 
to become the third member of a 
triangle. Susan Richmond as a 
maiden aunt and Derothy Dew- 
hurst as the main round off the 
firstrate cast. Myro. 





Accounting for Love 


London, Dec. 2. 

S.T.P. (Theatres) Ltd. (in association 
with Margaret Hewes? production of farce 
in three acts, by Robert de Flers, G. A. 
Caillvet and M. Etienne Rey; adapted by 
Henry Hewes. Stars Per Aabel. Directed 
by Aabel; decor Tom Lingwood. At Sa- 
ville Theatre, London, Dec. 1, °54; $2.25 
top. 
Valentin le Darroyer......... 
Mme. de Trevillac cla 
ndre Duchambre........ Leslie Phillips 
elen de Trevillac...... Dorothy Gordon 
Count l’Eguzon .. ..... Frederick Leister 
Countess Gisele d’Eguzon... Linda Gray 
Didier . John Preston 
Serignan nee Charles Maunsell 
Mme. de Verceil ........ Betty England 
Jeanne de Verceil ........ Sheila Howell 


Fouques : «sh oh a Brimmell 
Marquis de Langelier..... Neil More 
Gastou Daniel Moynihan 





avheveetatjandes Jean St. Clair 
. Alan Whittaker 
. Sally Colcs 


Jeantine 


porter TS ee EE BS rr 
‘yvonne de Vercell ... 





There is obviously every justifi- 
eation for introducing Per Aabel, 


(pronounced Obel), the star of 
Oslo’s National Theatre, to West 
End audiences, as he is a light 


comedian with exceptional talent. 
But his debut to London is in a 
creaky vehicle that keeps him off 
the stage for an entire act. 
‘Accounting for Love” is just old- 
fashioned farce and any modest 
success it may have in town will 
be entirely due to the star. It’s a 
dubious bet for a run, although 
the management might well bring 











COMMON STOCK | 


The Company willemployitsfunds § 
in diversified entertainment enter- 
prises connected with television, 
motion pictures and the theatre. 
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| Hewes, 


back the star in a stronger and 
more suitable production. 


The play was first written shortly 
| after the turn of the century under 

ithe title “Le Belle Aventure.” An | 
in | 


English version was produced 
New York in 1914, and the current 


version has been adapted by Henry | 


Saturday Review drama 
columnist-reviewer, who spotted 
Aabel during a Scandinavian tour 
last year. 


Apart from the limitations of the | 


dated farce, the production suffers 
from inadequate casting and from 
the star’s own direction, which re- 
veals a lack of appreciation of the 
pace required in the London thea- 
tre. 

The plot, without surprise or 
twist, involves a runaway bride 
who arrives with her lover at her 
grandmother’s country home. The 
dear old lady, unaware of the esca- 
pade, arranges for the elopers to 
share the nuptial couch. 


Without the star there would be | 
no play. His performance as the | 
little groom who fusses over the} 


minutest details is vastly diverting. 
He has a light touch, perfect tim- 
ing and fine clowning qualities, 
seemingly getting laughs where 
they don’t exist. 
The rest of the 
uninspired, however. 
disappoints as the 
Leslie Phillips is painfully out of 
his element as the other man, and 
Dorothy Gordon never comes up to 
expectations as the runaway bride. 


cast is mainly 
Mary Clare 


Linda Gray is just about adequate | 


as the bride’s aunt who also hap- 
pens to be the other boy’s mother, 
Myro. 





Simon and Laura 


iondon, Nov. 
H. M. Tennent Ltd. production of com- 
edy in three acts, by Alan Melville. Stars 
Roland Culver, Coral Browne. Directed by 
Murray Macdonald. At Strand Theatre, 
London. Nov. 25, ’54; $2.25 top. 
Simon Foster Roland Culver 
Laura Foster Coral Browne 
Wilson Ernest Thesiger 
Jessie SSietoacettcnehes Me Cannon 
Samet TIOMOVIMON «6. sc cse es Dora Bryan 
David Prentice Ian Carmichael 


97 
aé. 








Mir. WOltmtein ....cccccee> Ronald Radd 
EE n't 6 cane cnene Michael Caridio 
TGS © nce vesses + Vase David Morre!l 
PP Cackdeeede ease ane Kenneth MacLeod 
EG 68 s'o6 aseeb evens ees Thomas Elliott 

The familiar theme of the fa- 
mous stage couple who show a 


harmonious facade to their public, 
while eternally bickering in_ pri- 
vate, gets a novel twist in “Simon 


and Laura,” This is one of those | 
innocuous comedies | 


amiable but 
that should go over during the hol- 
iday season, but is unlikely for the 
US. 

Novel twist to this version of 
the yarn is that the squabbling 
couple is signed to do one of those 
cozy husband-and-wife chit-chat 








| 





| 
| 
| 


series on television. Roland Culver 


wears a lugubrious expression to | 
husband, and Cora |} 


score as the 
Browne is an accomplished foil as 
the temperamental actress who 
thrives on domestic discord. 


Ernest Thesiger registers neatly | 
Dora | 

her | 
limited opportunities as the script- | 


as an old pro turned butler. 
Bryan makes the most of 


girl who almost becomes “the 
other woman,” and Ian Carmichael 
gives a gem of a performance in 
a lightly etched caricature of a 
BBC producer. Michael Caridia 
exhibits all the confidence of the 
seasoned juvenile he portrays. 
Play is slickly directed by Mur- 
ray Macdonald. Clem. 





Operating Statements 
KING OF HEARTS 
(As of Oct. 30, ’54) 
Gross, last 4 weeks, $62,343. 


Operating profit for period, 
$5,296. 
Unrecouped costs to date, 


$34,840. 
Cash available, $5,660. 
Other assets, $29,500. 


PAJAMA GAME 

(As of Oct. 30, ’54) 
Gross, last 5 weeks, $259,755. 
Profit for period, $35,749. 
Total net profit to date, $92,251. 
Capital returned to _ backers, 

$250,000. 

Distributed profit, $50,000. 
Balance, $42,251. 








TEA AND SYMPATHY 
(As of Oct. 3, °54) 
Gross, last 4 weeks, $91,515. 
Profit, same period, $17,156. 
Total net profit to date, $272,437. 
Dividend of above date, $20,000. 




















SUMMER RENTAL 
MAPLEWOOD PLAYHOUSE 


Maplewood, N. H. 
Seats 600 — Open for Inspection 
Phone: JUdson 6-0637 or Write 
227 W. 45th St., New York City 











Total distributed profit to date 
| $205,000. 
Cash balance available, $17,797. 


| a 
ANNIVERSARY WALTZ 


’ 


(As of Oct. 30, ’54) 


Gross, last four weeks, $85,000. 
Profit, same period, $12,257. 
Total net profit to date, $20,934. 
Repaid to investors, $56,250. 
, Available for distribution, $25,- 
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Convict-Authored Play 
Bows in London Church 


| London, Dec. 7. 
A nativity play, “The Three 
<ings,” written by Dr. A. G. Hall 
while serving a sentence at Dart- 
moor prison, is to be presented 


publicly next week at St. Thomas | 


Church, Regent Street. A fellow 
| ex-prisoner has designed the decor 
and three other ex-convicts are as- 
| sociated with the production. 


in the Dartmoor jail last Christ- 
mas, is being produced and direct- 
ed by Hall, who will also play a 
feature role. The professional cast 
‘will include Dorothy Green and 
|/Teresa Jewel, pius seven recent 
|; graduates of the Royal Academy 
of Dramatic Art. 

The play opens Dec. 14 for a 
short engagement, with the pro- 
ceeds being donated to prisoners’ 
charities. Part of the funds will 
be allocated towards building a 
theatre inside Dartmoor. 





‘Moon’ Rises to $10,200 
In Repeat Stand, Mpls. 


| Minneapolis, Dec. 7. 


“Moon Is Blue,” starring Jerome 
‘Cowan, pulled a good $10,200 last 
week for eight performances at 
$3.30 top at the 1,860-seat Lyceum. 
| There were two performances each 
| Friday and Saturday nights, at 7 
and 9 p.m., in lieu of matinees. 
Cast won reviewers’ approval. This 
| was the play’s second time here 
/and only the third show ¢o play 
ithe house so far this season. 
Scheduled is ‘“‘Sailor’s Delight,” 


9° 


| 
} 
| 
| ‘, 








‘Hello, Paree’-Fold 


sputes and mixups over. union 
rules. 

Most of the troupe got expense 
money back to New York out of 
union bonds. That applied to the 
cast, except for two performers, 


Brucie Weil and Diana Lind, who 


| ‘Joan’ Dispute 


The drama, originally presented | 








emeneeed 
— ee 


—=——_—aae Continued from page 55 


Show Out of Town 











feel that if all stars succumbed to 
‘such attacks of nerves there’d be 
few successful shows and practi- 
cally no actor employment. 

In this connection, Equity repre- 


sentatives note that Miss Arthur | 


withdrew from the starring role 
several years ago during the tryout 
tour of “Born Yesterday,” thereby 
jeopardizing the show until Judy 
Holliday, then a virtual unknown, 


took over the part to score a per-| 


sonal click and putting over the} 
comedy as a longrun smash. 
Also, it’s recalled, in Miss 


Arthur’s only other legit appear- | 


ance in recent years, as star of the 
1949-50 revival of “Peter Pan” (of 
which Producers 
Stevens was co-producer), her ab- 
sence from the cast because of a 


mysterious illness threatened to 
close the show and was credited 
with shortening its run. 
Three Courses Open 
It’s figured that in the face of 
Equity’s refusal to accept 


fication of the closing of 
Joan,” there are three alternative 


| courses open to Producers Theatre. 


It can attempt to prove the 
illness, presumably with further 
testimony by Miss Arthur's doctor. 


|Or it can pay the additional $1,700 
jin actor salaries for the disputed 


| 


week and thereafter drop the 


matter. 


| Or, as a final move, it can pay 


with Eva Gabor, the week of Dec. | tract as “Saint Joan” star. 


| 





the $1,700 and then file charges 
with Equity against Miss Arthur 
for failing to carry out her con- 


she really was too sick to con- 
tinue with the show. 
Agitation by local super-patriots, 


Continued from page 55 Sms on the ground of alleged leftist 


backgrounds of other members of 
the “Joan” company, was not a 
factor in the present dispute. 


Equity officials incline to the be-| 


lief that it was incidental to Miss 
Arthur’s emotional-physical state, 
but would not have been justifica- 


somehow never were required to! tion for her failure to fulfill her 


| join Actors Equity. In the case of 
the stagehands, they were given 
empty pay envelopes on which 
| their names, social security num- 
| bers, money due, etc., was listed, 
| and were instructed to collect from 
| their union. 

Less fortunate were the musi- 
cians. Unpaid by Saturday after- 
noon, they threatened not to play 
that night’s performance, but were 
finally persuaded by the house 
management and local tooters to 
go into the pit. Some had trouble 
settling hotel bills and getting out 
of town. Understood there was in- 
sufficient bond with Local 802 in 
New York to cover rehearsal and 
doubling money due them. 

“Paree” is said to have been 
financed as a corporation 
| than under the usual limited part- 
|nership setup. Taub declined to 
identify any of his backers, but 
| Hope Hampton, featured in the 
|show, denied being an investoh. 
| However, George Hearts, husband 
of comedienne Collette Lyons, 
understood to have a $10,000 stake. 

It was reported that the trucker 
who unloaded the show here 
| threatened to serve a warrant on 
!Taub before being paid, and that 
the father of moppet singer Weil 
made a similar threat to obtain his 
son’s salary. Some of the French 
acts with the show were parti- 
cularly hard hit, since they had to 
pay $108 initiation fee and 5° 


dues to Equity out of their slim | 


salaries. 

Parsons Theatre 
mated $6,000 on the 
|House had considered 
the show after getting reports 
from the previous week's breakin 
stand in Wilmington. Manage- 
ment decided to go through with 
the presentation, however, rather 
|than disappoint its show-hungry 
i local public. 

Although Charles Trenet, origi- 
| nally announced to star in the re- 
|; vue, was not in the cast in Wil- 
mington and the newspapers re- 
ported him in difficulties with Im- 
migration officials at Montreal, 
the Parsons was not notified of 
the French singer’s unavailability 
|here until the last minute. Mean- 


lost an esti- 
engagement. 


while, ‘Taub and Trenet have filed | 


counter-damage suits in the Cana- 
dian city, but 
on the producer’s 
tract charge was declared “illegal, 
null and void” in Montreal Supe- 
j rior Court, 


cancelling | 


the singer’s arrest | 
breach-of-con- | 


' 
| 


} 


rather | 


| 


| 


is | 








contract as star, in any case. 

As aA 
claim of illness, 
was postponed a week. That is the 
period for which Equity demands 
full salary for the cast. Late in 
the same week, the manegement 
posted a provisional closing notice 
for Saturday, Nov. 11, and when 
the star again reported sick, that 
became the final closing date. 
Since notice has been posted, pay- 
ment of minimum salary for the 
second. week (following closing) was 
permissable under union rules, and 
is not in dispute. 

Collapse of “Joan” during its 
pre-Broadway tour is estimated to 
have involved a loss of about 
$200,000. 


Current Stock Bills 


(Dec. 6-19) 


vourpester-Playhouse, Houston 

My 3 Angels (Albert Dekker)— 
Alley Theatre, Houston (16-19). 

Stalag 17—Paper Mill 
house, Millburn, N, J. (8-18). 











Current London Shows 


London, Dec. 7. 

(Figures denote premiere dates) 
Accounting Love, Saville (12-1-54). 
Airs Shoestring, Royal Ct. (4-22-53), 
All For Mary, Duke York (9-9-54), 
Beatrice Lillie, Globe (11-24-54), 
Bell, Book, Candle, Phoenix (10-5-54). 
Book of Month, Cambridge (10-21-54). 
Both Ends Meet, Apolo 6-9-54). 
Boy Friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-53). 
Can-Can, Coliseum (10-14-54). 
D‘Oyly Carte Opera, Savoy (9-13-54). 
Dry Rot, Whitehall (8-31-54). 
Folies Bergere, Pr. Wales (9-24-53) 
Hedda Gabler, Westm’ster (11-29-54), 
Hippo Dancing, Lyric (4-7-54). 
1 Am a Camera, New (3-12-54). 
Intimacy At 8:30, Criterion (4-29-54), 
Joyce Grenfell, St. Mart. (6-2-54). 
King and 1, Drury Lane (10-8-53) 
Manor of Northstead, Duchess (4-28-54). 
Matchmaker, Haymarket (11-4-54), 
Mousetrap, Ambas. (11-25-52). 
Off The Record, Vic. Pal. (11-2-54), 
Olid Vic Rep, Old Vic (9-9-54). 
Party Spirit, Piccadilly (9-23-54). 
Relations Apart, Garrick (8-3-54). 
Sabrina Fair, Palace (8-4-54). 
Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54). 
Separate Tables, St. Jamés’s (9-22-54), 
Simon & Laura, Strand (11-24-54), 
Talk of Town, Adelphi (11-17-54). 
Teahouse Aug. Moon, Her Maj. (4-22-54) 
Wedding in Parts, Hipp. (4-3-54). 
Witness Prosecution, { 








: SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Spider's Web, Savoy (12-14-54). 
Crazy Gang, Vic. Pal. (12-16-54), 
Glass Clock, Aldwych (1-3-55). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
After the Bail, Globe (6-10-54), 
immoralist, Arts (11-3-54). 
People Wonderful? Embassy (11-16-54) 


Theatre partner | 


Miss |} 
Arthur’s claim of illness as justi- | 
“Saint | 


In such |} 
27, as the second of seven promised | a situation, it would be up to the | 
Theatre Guild subscription items. | actress to convince the council, in 
the face of its present refusal to | 
accept her claim of illness, that | 


result of Miss Arthur’s | 
the originally | 
scheduled Chicago opening, Nov. 8, | 


Anastasia 


New Haven, Dec. 2. 

Elaine Perry production of drama in 
three acts, adapted by Guy Bolton from 
original French of Marcelle Maurette, 
Stars Viveca Lindfors, Eugenie Leonto- 
vich; features Joseph Anthony, David J, 
Stewart, Boris Tumarin, Michael Strong, 
Hurd Hatfield. Directed by Alan Schnei- 
der; scenery and costumes, Ben Edwards. 
At Shubert, New Haven, Dec. 2, ’54; $4.00 
top. 
Counsellor 
SOE ee hen Ber eer ee 
Charnov 
PREIVEL Vas ctcuw ep eewe 
Prince Bounine .. 
Anna 
| Sergeie 
Charwoman 
Sleigh Driver 
Dr. Serensky wile 
Dowager Empress 
Baroness Livenbaum 
Prince Paul 





Carl Low 
Sefton Darr 
Boris Tumarin 
David J. Stewart 
. Joseph Anthony 
Viveca Lindfors 
William Callan 
Ect one eaa ee Vivian Nathan 
. Stuart Germain 

Pr . Michael Strong 
Engenie Leontovich 
Dorothy Patten 
Hurd Hatfield 


| Words cascade in this verbose 
adaptation by Guy Bolton of the 
| Marcelle Maurette original, pro- 
duced last season in London. They 
are words of widely varying mood 
and import, however, adding up ta 
interesting theatre. 

“Anastasia” is not for the be-bop 
trade, but there should be enough 
discriminating showgoers arcund to 
| keep it on the boards for a while. 
It’s a strong femme show, and it 
carries an exploitation angle in the 
possibility of something more sub- 
stantial than mere rumor in. its 
| background. Despite the talkiness 
| (some 15-20 minutes overboard at 
| the preem) and the lack of counter- 
balancing action, however, the dia- 
llog is absorbing, and at times 
| distinctly moving. 
| The drama is based on the quasi- 
{legend that when the Bolsheviks 
| killed off the royal Romanoffs, they 
overlooked the youthful Princess 
| Anastasia. Years later a trio of 
| White Russian sharpies try to pre- 
sent as the long-lost princess a 
shabby character they have found 
| contemplating suicide. The pur- 
pose of the scheme is to obtain a 
huge fund believed on deposit 1n 
the Bank of England to the Ro- 
manoff credit. 

Viveca Lindfors has an elastic 
assignment in extending her char- 
acterization from the dazed, slov- 
| enly woman to the regal bearing of 
|the long-lost princess, and she 
;makes the change in noteworthy 
| manner, Eugenie Leontovich, as 
| the dowager empress, is nicely cast 
jand gives the role dignity. 
| 
| 
| 


Joseph Anthony’s version of the 
wily leader of the schemers is top- 
flight acting, and there is. able 
assistance from David J. Stewart 
and Boris Tumarin as co-conspira- 
tors. Hurd Hatfield has some good 
|moments as a prince seeking the 
{royal hand of the princess, and 
| Michael Strong is personable as 
i? commoner who ultimately wins 
it. 

Emotionally effective bits are 
contributed by Vivian Nathan as a 
charwoman and Stuart Germain as 
a sleigh driver, and effective minor 
support is offered by Dorothy Pat- 
ten as a lady-in-waiting, William 
Callan as a valet, Sefton Darr as a 
| maid and Carl Low as a-counsellor, 

Single setting of a room on the 
outskirts of Berlin skillfully ree 





| flects the changing fortunes of the 


' schemers, 


Play- | 


and the 1926 vintage 
costumes are attractive. Staging 
has caught the spirit of the opus 
and evokes several individual tell- 
ing scenes, 

“Anastasia” offers an exciting 
prospect for Hollywood. Bone. 














SUMMER THEATRE 


Avialable on Lease: 


Equipped with air conditioning 
unit. Seating over 900. Connec- 
ticut area. 


Contact BOX V-113054 


Variety, 154 W. 46th St. 
New York 36 














PRODUCER 


Need person with business acumen 
for year-round art theatre in midwest 
to arrange tours in and out of city; 
also summer Shakespeare festival. 
No investment needed. Great po- 
tential. 

Write P. ©. Box 7012, Chicago, Ill. 














VW. Gard. (10-28-53). | 





ONLY at the 
NEW YORK ACADEMY of DANCE 
Special classes for singers—actors 


with HERBIE HARPER 
noted choreographer 


Routines created and staged 


CAPNEGIE HALL 
COlumbus 5-5319 
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Show Finances 
| 





THE BOY FRIEND 
(As of Oct. 30, °54) 


Original investment ......-... csc cece eee e ee ee ee eereeeeess $140,000 
production cost .....--. Sooo ee ee er ee ee 118,258 
Operating profit, first 4¥2 weeks .............., wit tteeees - 46,959 | 
Cost StL AO RO TOOOUPOE oo iis ie cre esiccerencsscceee - 71,299 | 
Tigh BME COMME ce recs me et tcc seeker esd sesecbeetens 5.873 
Balance ...- eee e cee esteeeseese ie. he PE ee 62,828 
Weekly Operating Budget 
Theatre share Of grosS (APprox.) ............. cc ceeeeceees 22% 








DEBORAH BOFF $27,500, 
‘ITCH’ $16,600, DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 7. 

“Tea and Sympathy,” starring 
Deborah Kerr, drew a smashing 
first-week gross of $27,500 at. the 
2,050-seat Shubert last week. Play 
is certain to top that figure on the 
current week finale of the local 
stand, at $4.40 top. 

“Seven Year Itch,” = starring 
Eddie Bracken, did a mild $16.000 
in six days at the 1,482-seat Cass 








Shows on Broadway 


Mrs. Patterson 


the limitations of the script and 


Leonard Sillman production of drama | Guthrie McClintic’c relaxed direc- 


three acts by Charles Sebree and 
with incidental songs by 


| in 
| Greer Johnson, 


Enid Markey, Ruth Attaway, Estelle 
Hemsley, Vinnie Burrows, Mary Ann Hox- 
| worth, Terry Carter, Avon Long, Helen 
| Dowdy, Joan Morgan, Mary Harmon, 
| Emery Richardson. Staged by Guthrie 
| MeClintic; scenery and costumes. Raoul 
| Pene duBois: orchestrations, 
| ravo: musical director, Abba Rogin. At 
| National, N.Y., Dec. 1, °54; $6.96-$5.75 top 


| tion. 
| 

: | as or "pe "dream concep- 
| James Shelton. Stars Eartha Kitt; features | as a stereots pe day dr " 
jtion, Enid Markey gives an amus- 


In the title role, appearing 


ing, skillfully exaggerated portrait 


lof a, southern dialect belle. Estelle 


George Si- | p a 
ve |}tongued old salvation-spouter, 


Hemsley provides dimension to the 
role of a petty-thieving, evil- 
and 


| Avon Long is curiously dispirited 


| heroine’s 


as the satanic Mr. D. 

Terry Carter is believable as the 
intense, slightiy more 
wordly companion-in-adolescense; 
Vinnie Burrows is properly ener- 
getic as a pre-adolescent busybody; 
Miss Dowdy is credibly blase as 
the blues singer doomed to life 
in a tree trunk for having defied 
Old Nick, and Mary Ann Hox- 
worth, Mary Harmon and Joan 
Morgan are briefly diverting as 
imaginary deep South maidens. 

Raoul Pene duBois has designed 
a realistically ramshackle house 
and yard, and the surprisingly un- 
imaginative costumes. Hobe. 








Hit the Trail 


Elizabeth Miele production of musical 
comedy in two acts (13 scenes), with book 
by Frank O'Neill, music by Frederico 
Valerio, lyrics by Miss Miele. Stars Irra 


Peiina; features Robert Wright, Paul 
Valentine, Diana Drake, Donn Driver, 
| Toby Deane, Fred Lightner, Charles G. 


| Aggie July 


| Fitzimmons, 
| Bakanic, 


Martin. Directed by Charles W. Christen- 
berry Jr. and Byrle Cass; dances and 
musical numbers, Gene Bayliss; sets and 
lighting, Leo Kerz; costumes, Michi; 
orchestrations, Don Walker; musical di- 
rector and vocal arranger, Arthur Nor- 
ris. At Mark Hellinger, N.Y., Dec. 2, °54; 
$6.90 top ($8.40 opening). 
+. 


De) OE, Ee OE GE Donn Driver 
FORE. 5.05.0 084 eeaneans eee’ Diana Drake 
Willie iv dees see i060 SE re 
Clayton Harrison ........ Paul Valentine 
EMCY VOTHAY .. os cccteces Irra Petina 
SEN dade s dsee wae eens Robert Wright 


Toby Deane 

a ae Charles G. Martin 
Waiters... Jack Pursell, Rene Miville 
Dancers: Jeanne Belkin, Lois Bewley, 
Sandy Bozoki, Diane Consoer; Patty 
Nancy Hackenberg; Robert 
Paul Gannon, Jacke Purcell, 


Miller eae 


| Alton Ruff, Buff Shurr, Fred Zoeter. 


Singers: Josephine Annunciate, Irene 
Carroll, Peggy Kinard, Dolores Miche- 
line, Michelle Reiner, Martha Rich, Iris 
Sinding, Flavine Valentine, Lois Van Pelt, 
Paul Brown, Michael King, Rene Miville, 
Robert Price, James Schlader. 


Elizabeth Miele, producer of “Hit 


($8.65 pening). 

Cast payroll (approx.) .............. sacha Sal ee Sr sep aca ANE 5,100 | at $3.85 top. Current is “The Dark | anna Hieks Vinne Basra 
MSE OTIRSe (ONSEN acy <n 20%9 8.5 slv ns alow. 8 Seed eis 0 aca 9 dw ee 2,768 Is Light Enough,” starring Katha- he Wiche SA Gon ni! "Bartha Kitt 
Conductor and contractor .... 1.6... 66. cee eee ee eee eens 433 }rine Cornell and Tyronne Power, | Willie B. Brayboy ......_ Terry Carter 
ip EE eins. a h:hti Pay «5 62445 Go4 00h ween eehee 900 | for two weeks at $4.40 top. 2. ssn seg rr ca Gane 
Staff and general manager ... : iain site Wreaths, why 813 | § ? gt \eabanategen Helen Dowdy 
Author, director royalties (including 112% to producers)....  (1114% ' Sylvanus ...........- _—— ee 
Advertising salaries ............. 250 | Current Road Shows ~ "lees" ‘i... Mary Ann Hoxworth 
Advertising (approx.) Reins 0, 50 EN a Sieh E Sa s- obs &-tte dale @ Bereaue 1,600 | Rose Embree .. Mary Harmon 
Wardrobe SRIRPIOR CRINITOE.) oo sinc coe ccs be ccceasecevareca 440 | (Dec. 6-18) | Fern Embree . hice sale ea Joan Morgan 
Wardrobe expense (approx.) Nii Ss wor Cees 200 | = | whe ¢s aaa ersonalits 
Electrical and sound rental, expense ..... ; vs tetas 200 | Anastasia (Viveca Lindfors, Eu- | gg ag rag yo 
Office expense ee tee ee ee ete eee ce teen eee eeeeaee . 350 genie Leontovitch) ‘tryout)—Wal- | 4. a nitery, musical comedy and | 
Boxoffice expense (approx.) ............ 215 | nut St., Philly (6-18) Reviewed in -ecording ‘singer is evident but 
Total company expense (approx.) ee me pee wet ee a 19,000 | VARIETY this week). lless effective on the dramatic 
Gross needed to break even (approx.) .................00. 24,000 | Black-Eyed Susan (Vincent Price) | stage. In “Mrs. Patterson,” a play 
Weekly operating profit at $38,200 capacity (approx.) ........ 10,700 | ‘tryout)—Locust St., Philly (6-18)! about adolescence suggestive of 
(Note: At its present over-capacity pace, the Cy Feuer-Ernest H.| (Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 17,}*Member of the Wedding.” the star 
Martin production, currently in its llth week at the Royale, N.Y., is O04). is a magnetic but unevenly convinc- 
due to recoup the balance of its cost by next week.) | Re coo sg i. Martial | ing Lpabeon! bad show 4 ngs Se 
‘(Pau ouglas, Tendel Corey,| by Leonard Sillman, whose “New 

GETTING GERTIE’S GARTER | Steve Brodie)—State Aud., Harris-| Faces of 1952” established Miss 

(As of Nov. 20, °54) | burg (6-7); Rajah, Reading (8);| Kitt as a name. 
Original investment ............ De eI SSL Gian Vive ees $11,500 Acad. Music, Philly (9-11); War4 “Mrs. Patterson” is a play that | 
Production cost ........-.-. AS ed eT ee ae ore 7.582 Memorial Aud., Trenton (13); Mos-| hints at more than it succeeds in 
ross, first 10 weeks (approximate) ‘nog | due, Richmond (14); Univ. Aud.,/| saying. Allowing for the limita- | 
Grane, Same, 2 eee ee? sees ee a os 94,000 | Charlottesville, Va. (15); Muny/tions of the script, the Charles | 
Operating profit, same I 25 6 ok Calo rma see Gore 65 ha oS Ne 2,920 | Aud., Norfolk (16-18). | Gatesediveer Johnadh wok iniett 
Amount still to be ‘aeeee tie: OSS cadets yy at POR reser ele 4,662 Dark Is Light Enough (Katha-|be more clearly intelligible and 
Weekly Operating Budget _, Vine Cornell, Tyrone Power) (try-! affecting with a more experienced, 
Cast pay C0 | ARPA SAT eis 1,550 out)—Cass, Detroit (6-18) (Re-| expressive leading player. But al- 
COMDABY. (COBW. gi kis ee net nent eee e ener nena é 525 viewed in VarieTy, Dec. 1, 54). | though Miss Kitt has undeniable 
Pressagent (co-producer Max Gendel) SOR Te ee gee BT . 250 | Fifth Season (Chester Morris | personal magnetism, she is enig- 
Company manager (co-producer:John Yorke) ......:30c%ecess 250 | Joseph Buloff)—Erlanger Chi (6. | matic as an actress. Partly for that 
Ter EE S90 ong Sh, es a Fy ae he Oe BR Oe eee oe ees Sa oe we 378 | 1g). : | reason, “Mrs. Patterson” seems un- 
Author royalties ........6. 66 cece cee ee cece eee ete eeees 6° | Flowering Peach (Menasha Skul-| resolved as drama and unsatisfy- 
Dat MR OT ht SR ee Sar Pore eee ee La ae rr 50 | nik) (tryout)—Colonial, Boston (6- | ing as entertainment. It must 
Advertising (approximate) ..... ee ee eee Peer ee 2.000 | 18) (Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 17,/| therefore be rated as doubtful box- | 
Denartereneal rte. CSnreSunate) |. hk ek cece cet eices 200 | ’54). | office, and it is negligible as film 
Hentale 4.24%; . a ER ot ey ee eee eee 105; Getting Gertie’s Garter—Shu- ; material. 

Approximate break-even gross (standing still) ............68.. 10,009 | bert, Wash (6-18). | There is the suggestion of a 
(Note: The revival is touring on two-for-ones.) House of Flowers (Pearl Bailey) | provocative play in “Mrs. Patter- | 
; ‘tryout)—Erlanger, Philly (6-13) | son.” It is an implicit but moving | 

| ee ee ee FR pies ix nebet equality, - one 

| A or, Fatri- ing. t in a more general sense, 

Of-Broadwa Shows | Cia Morison)—Shubert, Chi (6-18). . tg a jain 4 yh ct pl end, 

y | Midsummer Night’s Dream (Rob- | between the restless, unquenchable 

bert Helpmann, Moira Shearer, | girl and her quietly patient mother, 

Stanley Holloway)—College Aud.,|4 scene that glows with poignant 


Twelfth Night 
(JAN HUS AUDITORIUM, N.Y.) 

The upper eastside Jan Hus 
Auditorium is developing into a, 
firstrate Shakespearean showcase. | 
Last season the Shakespeare Guild | 
Festival made its New York debut | 
there with a click presentation of 
“Othello.” Now another group, The | 
Shakespearewrights, has taken over 
the spot with an inaugural produc- 
tion of “Twelfth Night.” As was 
the case with ‘Othello,’ this 
lighter product has been given top- 
notch treatment. 

Donald H. Goldman, who did the 
settings, costumes and lighting for | 
the _Festival outfit, produced and 
cesigned the current offering. Pro- 
duction’s risible values are given 
full play. under Norman Peck’s 
broad direction. It’s to the group’s 
credit that the basic plot confusion 
isn’t furthered by the lack of scene 
switches, Except. for an occasional 
prop, the elongated stage is bare 
throughout. 

Cast shows up well, with Laurie 
Vendig as the shipwrecked Olivia, | 
who assumes male guise. Robert 
Baines handles the role of the Duke | 
with finesse, while Inga Swenson | 
is an eyeful as the countess. Of the 
more comic characters, Thomas 
Barbour has some standout mo- 
ments as the Malvolio, while Ar- 
lene Hatch, Robert Cass and Philip | 
Lawrence also help get laughs. 

Charles Forsythe, as the ship- 
wrecked twin, and Pernell Roberts 
as the tough sea captain, are good. 
Donald Mork. is a credible jester, 
and the incidental music by Ellen 
Bower is okay. Jess. 








From Mark Twain to 
Lynn Riggs 

(ROYAL PLAYHOUSE, N. Y.) 

A pleasant mixture of folk bal- 
fads and folk tales is being offered 
on a Friday-Sunday basis at the 
off-Broadway Royal Playhouse 
in Greenwich Village. 

Presented by Folksay Theatre, 
the program has an informal quali- 
ty that registers effectively. Ballads 
and sketches are nicely integrated 
and ably executed by a five-man 
cast. Sketches are mostly in a 
light, humorous vein, with initial 
half of the two-part offering de- 
voted to excerpts from the works 
of Mark Twain. Will Geer gives an 
authoritative characterization of 
the American humorist, and_ his 
monologues are all firstrate. Some 
of the extracts are acted, with 
Fred Hellerman, Don Marye, Fred 
Miller and Jimmy Gavin giving an| 
okay assist. 

Represented in the second half | 
of the program are such authors | 
as E. P. Conkle, Erskine Caldwell | 
and Lynn Riggs. Conkle’s ‘Mule | 
fail Prime” has solid comic values, | 





; while Caldwell’s “The Crack” is 
jalso good for laughs. However, 
Rigg’s “Hunger I Got” is heavy 


with social implications. 


| E. Lansing (7-8); Masonic Temple, 
| Detroit (9-12); Maple Leaf Gar- 
| dens, Toronto (14-16); Forum, Mon- 


} alee y 
Balladeering throughout the two | treal (18). 


segments is handled mostly by | 
Hellerman, with Gavin also pitch- | 
ing in on the guitar-vocal work- | 


overs. Former has a few solo spots | 


| in which he shows up well. Tunes | ‘ 


include “Raise a Ruckus Tonight,” | 
“The Devil and the Farmer,” | 
“Kisses Sweeter Than Wine,” | 
“When The Saints Come Marching | 
In,” ‘“S-A-V-E-D” and “Green | 
Grow the Lilacs.” | 

The central-staging production | 
involves noticeable defects. Ad-| 
mission is on a contribution basis. | 

ess. 


A Doll's House 
(FINCH PLAYHOUSE, N. Y.) | 
Club Theatre is having trouble | 

with “‘A Doll’s House,” its revival | 
at the Finch College Playhouse | 
being only the shell of a great play. | 
Miss Iza Itkin’s direction is badly | 
off-focus, each actor being allowed 
to walk through the play in his 
own private world. The resulting | 





craftsman Ibsen cannot survive. 
As Nora, whose door slam was | 
heard around the world, Lesley | 


| Woods is lithe and eager, her per- | 


formance lending the production 
what little form it possesses. Danc- | 
er Daniel Nagrin makes his acting | 
debut as Krogstad, the bank clerk 
who is the unwitting instrument 
of Nora’s emancipation. His tor- 
tured reticence is correct in con- 
cept, but lacking in technical | 
finesse. 
Karl Swenson and Roland Von 
Weber are among the also-rans. 
Geor. 





Cleve. Barn Seeks New 


Lessees for Next Year 


Cleveland, Nov. 30. 

Lease which strawhat producers 
William Van Sleet and Paul Marlin 
had on the Chagrin Falis Theatre 
here for two more seasons was 
cancelled last week by the subur- 
ban house’s board of directors. 
Latter group is seeking a respon- 
sible, experienced producer to or- 
ganize an Equity company for next 
summer. 

The 360-seat theatre was used 
by the Van Sleet-Marlin team for 
three seasons, but the arrange- 
ment blew up last September when 
Marlin was arrested n a mrals 
charge. Both the 26-year-old pro- 
ducer-actor and Richard Spears, of | 
Chagrin Falls, O., were indicted | 
in early October and the case is ex- 
pected to come to court this, 
month. \ 





| ning)—Playhouse, 


Moon Is Blue (Jerome Cowan)— 
Pabst,. Milwaukee (6-11); Cox, 
Ciney (13-18). 

Naughty Natalie—Nixon, Pitt 

) 


Oh Men, Oh Women (Ralph Bel- 
lamy)—Harris, Chi (6-18). 

Oklahoma — Marshall College, 
Huntington, W. Va. (6-7); Victory, 
Dayton (8-9); Shubert, Detroit (19- 
18). 


Pajama Tops (Diana Barrymore) 


|—-Blackstone, Chi (6-18)) (Reviewed 


in VARIETY, Nov. 17, ’54). 

Plain and Fancy (tryout)—Shu- 
bert, New Haven (13-18). 

Portrait of a Lady (Jennifer 
Jones) (tryout)—Ford’s, Balto (6- 
18) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
54). 

Sailor’s Delight (Eva Gabor) (try- 
out)—Hartford, L. A. (6-18) (Re- 
viewed in VARIETY, Nov. 24, ’54). 


Seven Year Itch (Eddie Bracken) | 


—Keith, Grand Rapids (6-8); Pal- 
ace, South Bend (9); Paramount, 
Toledo (10-11); Colonial, Akron 


llack of cohesion even the super-| (13-14); Shea’s, Erie (15-16); Aud., 


Rochester (17-18). 

Silk Stockings (Hildegarde Neff, 
Don Ameche) (tryout)—Shubert, 
Philly (6-18) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
Dec. 1, ’54). 

South Pacific (Iva Withers, Alan 
Gerrard)—Forrest, Philly (6-18). 

Tea and Sympathy (Deborah 
Kerr) — Shubert, Detroit (6-11); 
Nixon, Pitt (13-18). 

Teahouse of the August Moon 
(Burgess Meredith, Scott McKay) 
—Hartman, Columbus (12-18). 

Three for Tonight (Marge and 
Gower Champion, Harry Belafonte) 
(tryout)-——Center, Norfolk (6-7); 
Muny Aud., Charleston, W. Va. (8); 
Orpheum, Spartanburg, S. C. (9); 
U. Theatre, Chapel Hill, N. C. (10- 
11); Muny Aud., Shreveport (12); 
Muny Aud., Beaumont, Texas (13); 
Texas A & M Gym, College Station 
(14); Aud., Austin (15); Aud., San 
Antonio (16); Aud., Corpus Christi 
(17); Musie Hall, Houston (18) 
(Reviewed in Vaude section of 
VARIETY, Nov. 3, ’54). 

Time Out for Ginger (Melvyn 
Douglas)—Curran, S. F. (6-18). 

Witness for the Prosecution (try- 
out)—Plymouth, Cleveland (6-11); 
Plymouth, Boston (13-18) (Re- 
viewed in VarRIETY, Dec. 1, ’54). 

Wonderful Town (Caro) Chan- 
Wilmington (6- 
11); National, Wash. (13-18). 





Playbroker Eric Glass is agent- 
ing a new script by St. John Ervine, 
titled ‘Esperanza’ Philip 
King’s perennial farce, “See How 
They Run,” is being filmed at 
Southall Studios, with Ronald 
Shiner as lead. 


\the Trail,” went back to the 19th 
icentury for the locale of this mu- 
|sical, and also for its other appur- 
|tenances. A cornier mishmash of 
old plot devices, tired routines and 


life. Although the effect is quickly 
lost in a patently concocted finale, 


Nov. 17, | 


it leaves the impression that some- 
where between original conception 
and firstnight performance, the 
real theme was distorted and the 
emotional impact dissipated. 


From its colorful beginning, the 
story proceeds with the girl’s char- 
acter undergoing little change un- 
til the poorly-motivated finale. But 
the mother, subdued and resigned, 
is presently revealed as indomit- 
able and, despite her humble and 
illiterate background, a wise wom- 
an. To an unfortunate extent (since 
she is a subordinate character) she 
becomes the focus of sympathy and 
interest. 


| tent, 


performance. For despite Miss 
Kitt’s gifts as a personality singer, 
|she is severely limited as an act- 
' ress. She vividly projects the rest- 
lessness, the occasional scorn and 
to some extent the timidity of 


admirably feline grace. 

But her emotional range is mine- 
scule and her metallic voice tends 
to become expressionless. On the 
other hand, Ruth Attaway’s un- 
obtrusively honest performance as 
{the mother is progressively com- 
| pelling and, in her final scene with 
|her daughter, genuinely touching. 

“Mrs. Patterson” is the story of 
a 15-year-old Negro girl, no longer 
a child and not yet quite a woman. 
To escape her drab life in a Ken- 
tucky shanty, she daydreams a 
glamorous existence (‘when I grow 
up I want to be a white lady”) 
like that of Mrs. Patterson, the 
snobbish dowager she has never 
seen, but for whom her mother 
slaves as a day-servant. Not only 
Mrs. Patterson, but the Devil (Mr. 
D.), a Chicago honky-tonk singer 
and a flashy sporting man come 
to satirical life in the daydream 
scenes. 

Miss Kitt sings four incidental 
songs, “Mrs. Patterson,” “If I Was 
a Boy,” ‘Tea in Chicago” and ‘‘My 
Daddy Is a Dandy,” written by 
James Shelton. All are doubtlessly 
effective on their own but rather 
;extraneous to the play. The star 





|also does a part-reprise of “I Wish | 


{I Was a Bumble Bee” (music by 
| Shelton, lyrics by Sebree and 
| Johnson), first sung from a tree- 
| hollow by Helen Dowdy as the 
| depraved blues shouter. Also, as 
|a curtain call, Miss Kitt offers ‘Be 
| Good, Be Good, Be Good,” which 
| was deleted from the regular show 


| during the 10-week tryout tour. 
| Aside from Miss Kitt and Miss 


| Attaway, the indivdual 
jances are 


perform- 
generally good 


i 
' 
} 


{ 
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| 


| 
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the adolescent, and she moves with | 


| 
| 


} 
| 
} 
| 


| 
| 


| 
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\‘‘Remember the 





|tine puts 


hoary gags and lines hasn’t tried 
Broadway legit’s patience this se- 
mester. By all counts, “Hit The 
Trail” leads to no Broadway lode. 

All of the passe techniques and 


‘cliches of a pre-“Blossom Time” 


era are here. Everything is bor- 
rowed and familiar—the story of 
the stranded opera troupe in the 
mining town, the gambling saloon 
and dance hall, the scalawag im- 
presario, imperious’ primadonna, 
gallant liberal local banker. 

The songs and dances are de- 
rivative and familiar, in the 
rhymes, rhythms, terp formations 
and weavings. Not only is there 


This is apparently inherent in | little that is original (except Leo 
the writing, to a considerable ex- | Kerz’s 


attractive, impressionistic 


but it also evolves in the |S¢ts), but there is, if anything, less 


that has taste or style, wit or dis- 
tinction. Or, for that matter, any 
other marks of professionalism. 

Known during its out-of-town 
tryout as “On With the Show,” 
this affair weaves a confused story 
path about the stranded opera 
troupe trying to keep alive by 
dancing in a Nevada saloon, while 
the primadonna runs a beauty par- 
lor for the locals. There’s little 
continuity to the sequences, as the 
plot breaks off every now and then 
without logic, to permit some du- 
bious specialty to intrude. 

Miss Miele doubles as lyricist, 
contributing some trite verse to 
the music of Frederico Valerio. A 
couple of songs do have some mer- 
it, in “Mr. Right,” a romantic bal- 
lad which Irra Petina sings, and 
Night,’”’ another 
baHad which Paul Valentine croons, 

The rest is tapioca. The dancing 
staged by Gene Bayliss is unin- 
spired, with the caneans borrowed 
and the hoedowns fitful. Overall 
staging has that old-fashioned look. 

Miss Petina sings “Mr. Right” af- 
fectingly, and shows in the other 
undistinguished numbers that she 
can still put over a song. Her man- 
nerisms and exaggerations spoil 
some of the effects, though. Valen- 
‘‘Remember’’s over sur- 
prisingly well, and on opening 
night stopped the show with his 
breezy, acrobatic rendering of “My 
Fatal Charm.” He lends the stage 
some professional air. 

Robert Wright is manly as the 


{local banker and sings well, but 


la Wonderful Time.” 


| 


hams it up. Diana Drake and Donn 
River are an attractive young pair 
and try hard, especially in ‘Just 
Toby Deane 
is a brash young lass, given an 
inane song to sing in “Men Are a 
Pain in the Neck.” Dancing chorus 
has some talent, especially among 
the men. .Bron 


(Closed Saturday night (4) 


within | after four performances.) 
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N.Y. City Opera Winds Biggest Tour 
To 2156 Take; 8 New Towns in Trek 


The N. Y. City Opera Co. wound 
up the most extensive tour in its | 
history last Tuesday (39), 





with a} 





Concert Mgrs. Meet 
415-week junket in which 32 per-| pu g i : 
formances of 12 operas were given _ Seventh annual convention of the 
in 11 easten and midwest cities, | National Assn. of Concert Mana- 
for about a $215,000 b.o. take. Sore | 8ers will be held in New York 
were perceniage dates, others flat | Next Monday and Tuesday (13-14) 


guarantee, other four-wall, and al- at the St. Moritz Hotel. 
though all bills aren’t in yet, man- Org represents local sponsors 
agement claims it came out in the) and buyers of music, dance and 


attractions in the U. S., 


President is William 


black. Last year’s fall tour, some. | theatrical 


what shorter, garnered $37,000; and Canada. 

profit. This year’s won't be as! K. Huff, director of the Philadel- 
much. due to last-minute bookings! phia Forum. About 50 members 
and extra railroading hopping are expected at the convention. 


around, 

Troupe lost its Chica¥o stopover 
due to a new local company on the 
scene (Chicago Lyric Theatre), and 
booked Boston instead. Most of the 
tour was exploratory, troupe ap- 
pearing in eight of the 11 cities 
for the first time. Boston, one of 
the new towns, “is definitely the | 
city for us, financially speaking,” 
said John S. White, company’s as- | 
sistant general director. Troupe | 
took in $48,000 there in seven 
shows. In Detroit, fifth visit there 
for the group, it did $97,000 for | 
nine performances, or a $3,000 gain 


at universities, 


events chairmen 


Fort Wayne Judge 
As French Backer 


With the Ward French ousting 
from Community Concerts still the 
chief topic of conversation in the 
longhair trade, name of the chief 





per performance over previous sea- | P@cker of French's new Inter- 
ak, : I ° <*~ national Concert Service has come 
pss sae ; . to light. He’s James R. Fleming, 

“In artistic achievement,” added | retired judge and newspaper 
W hite, ‘it was our best tour. | publisher of Fort Wayne, and 
T roupe got notices everyw hei e that! poard member of Fort Wayne 
ran from good to sock, and in each! Community Concerts. who re- 
place was invited back. portedly invested $60,000 in the 

Now, says White, the manage-|setup. Fleming, who also has a 


ment is hoping sometime to add a| daughter, a soprano, now studying 
spring tour, after its N. Y. winter |in Europe for a concert career, has 
season. Climactic conditions, and | shifted to N. Y. to handle the biz 
competition from the Met Opera's | details for International. Thomas 
spring tour, present the chief prob-| P. Dwyer, Wall Street lawyer, is 
lems. Opera company has also been | handling legal matters for Fleming 
eyeing the Coast for December | and International. 
showings, following its fall tours,| French, former prez of Com- 
but fares are the problem. They | munity Concerts, subsidiary of Co- 
would need a big guarantee. lumbia Artists Mgt., took 19 staf- 
Growing, Young Audiences |fers from CAM with him, in addi- 
White feels the opera troupe can | #0n to his veepee, Robert Fergu- 
tour profitably, there being no cost | 50" © hen he left the org. These 
of new productions (as in N. Y.),| Were nine fulltime field reps, seven 
and no special rehearsals out of parttimers and three N. Y. office 
town with strange musicians. For staffers. French, over the week- 
the first time the group took its end, appointed six people to In- 
own orch on tour this fall. | ternational’s executive committee, 
White gained some _ interesting oe —— © —, Vege Hendes- 
. = eg ees | son, Vivian Taylor, Harold Welch, 
impressions from this tour. Certain Ben Lobdill and Norma Olson. 
smaller cities have only a limited International’s aim is to line up 


audlonce oe —, bon! as - for its own org as many towns as 
uich ef ee pent ; se apis, possible from the present Com- 
NiICN., or instancé, Where one-}; munity setup. Writing to such 


night stands were made, proved dis- | 
appointing. Small touring troupes 
in previous years have taken the 
edge off, said White, and done the 
cause of opera harm. 

But in the bigger cities, he add- 
ed, interest in opera is tremendous, 


towns (and others) over the week- 
end, French advised them he’d 
have available all Sol Hurok and 
National Concert & Artists Corp. 
artists, as well as those under other 
indie managers. 


Haif of them are music and special | 








Archy Stars As Lead In 
Boff Back-Alley Jazz 


Opera By Kleinsinger 


By ARTHUR BRONSON 


Don Marquis’ lovelorn cockroach, 
archy, who typed out lowercase 


love poems to his fickle ladylove, | 


mehitabel the cat, is now the cen- 
tre (along with his amoral feline) 
of a back-alley jazz opera, which 


Inside Stuff—Concerts 


Rudolf Bing, general manager of the Metropolitan Opera, may be 
sabotaging his own desire to hold down the opera debit. This is the 
view privately circulated in musician and singer circles. It is based 
‘on Bing’s alleged “European condescension” in dealing with his em- 
ployees. That Bing is a capable administrator and a progressive opera 
showman is corceded. It’s generally agreed, too, that vocally the Met 
now leads the world, the myth of European superiority dying slowly, 
but surely. 

What riles union leaders, in particular, is that Bing has not yet 
understood, and certainly not yet accepted, the American way of 
conducting collective bargaining. The opinion is widespread that Bing 





had its concert premiere at Town |} by- temperament will make “gracious gestures” to employees, but 
Hall, N. Y., Monday night (6).| won’t tolerate “equality.” His advance offer of a wage raise to 
Based on the late newspaper col-| musicians had the practical effect of denying to the union leadership 


umnist’s stories of the abused but | 
per- | 


philosophical insect and _ his 


SRO audience purring its delight 
Monday night. 


Opus is straight lowbrow. with | 
no hifalutin angora airs. But it 
fitted perfectly into the concert 


atmosphere, and into the otherwise 


straight longhair program of Ibert | 
and Reger which the Little Orches- | 


tra Society under Thomas Scher- 
man presented. For it’s a witty, 
amusing half-hour operissima, with 
a steadily entertaining score com- 
prising blues, ballads, waltzes and 
solid, honest jazz. 

The special orch Scherman used 
for the occasion was a 15-piece 
combo, mdinly brass and winds 
with a rhythm section. Opera calls 
for three principals (third being a 
bullying tomcat named bill), a 
chorus of four back-alley cats and 
a narrator. Work has already been 
recorded by Columbia, and now 
shapes as a dandy curtain-raiser 
for both concert and stage presen- 
tation. 

A competent cast carried the op- 
era off beautifully Monday night. 
Composer Kleinsinger was the 
affable narrator, setting the back- 
ground, but letting archy, and the 
others, tell most of the story in 
song. This Jonathan Anderson did 
skillfully, both vocally and thespi- 
cally, in a convincing portrait of 
the timid, lovesick insect. Max 
Leavitt gave the work some clever 
skeleton staging, with singers help- 
ing the story by acting it out. 
Mignon Dunn was an impressive 
mehitabel, lush to look at, feline 
in action, and a sterling singer to 
boot. Richard Sharretts was a stur- 
dy baritone tomcat, and the Four 
Heatherstones (Bix Brent, Mari- 
anne McCormick, Nancy Swain 
Overtone and Jean Swain) were in- | 
valuable assists as back-alley cat | 
chorus. 


Scherman and his crew nobly | 
backgrounded, although orch at 


times was too loud, 


drwoning out 
singers or narrator. 





and audiences are growing. Local 
symphonies help. Where radio-tv 
inroads have hurt opera in N.. Y. 
they’ve aided it out of town. People 
want to see live opera when oppor- 
tunity comes. And there are lots of 


Classical Disk Reviews 











young people in the audiences, as 


Donizetti: L’Elisir d’ Amore (RCA | 


sure, light but clear coloratura and} by the Philharmonia under Hans 


in N. ¥. Victor). Exhilarating, cohesive per- | 
A company can't go to most formance ef the tuneful, 

towns with an offbeat repertory | comic opera. Margherita Carosio’s 

like “Love of Three Oranges” or 

“Cenerentola,” White found. Even| Nicola Monti’s pleasant, unclut- 

in big cities like Detroit, the stand-| tered tenor blend neatly in the | 


ard repertoire is best. They may 


be oldhat to cognoscenti, but young-|Sive baritone in chief support. 
sters who've heard about “Bo- Italian chorus and orch under 
heme.” “Traviata” or “Butterfly.”|Gabriele Santini help in the 
y ay . . ae 9 ‘har j ie vs 

said White, should be allowed to charming awe. ; 

hear them. “Besides,” he added, . Liszt: Hungarian Rhapsodies, 
“an opera lover is intense. He Ns. 8-13 (Vox). Volume two in 
wants to hear an opera over and this series has some unfamiliar but 


; quite ingratiating selections, all 
| played expertly as well as delight- 

fully by pianist Alexander 
| rovsky. 

Rossini: La Boutique Fantasque 
(Bluebird), Sprightly version of 
the witty, melodious ballet score 
by the Philharmonia under Robert 


over again to enjoy it deeper.” 


N. Y. CITY BALLET SET 
FOR 4TH O’SEAS TOUR 





The N. Y. City Ballet has been Irving. Some short encores are 
set for a three-month European | added for extra fillip. 
tour next spring by Paris impre- Brahms: Songs (Capitol), Nell 
sario Leonid Leonidoft, Tour, the) Rankin, gifted young Met Opera 


troupe’s fourth overseas trek, will | 
open. April 3, probably in Monte 


contralto, shows artistry as well as 
impressive voice in a varied group 


Bo- | 


leads, and Tito Gobbi is an impres- | 


} 


| 


| 


romantic and lyrical. Siegmeister’s | 
suite is folksy, jazzy evocative and | 


light | lavorsome. Contrasted works make | 
|a fine coupling, 


both handled well 


Walther. 

Caballero: Giants & Bigheads 
(Angel). This is a very appealing 
novelty, a pleasant, rhythmic 
zarzuela or Spanish operetta, heard 
first in 1898. Story is based on 
the Spanish-American war, with 
some very spirited jotas among its 
neat Iberian tunes. Dashing, 
authentic performance by a fine 
group of Spanish singers and orch 
under Rafael Ferrer. 

Tchaikovsky: Queen of Spades & 


| Gershwin: Porgy & Bess (Colum- 


| 
} 


| 


and “Geist-| approach. 


Carlo, and end on July 2. Dates|of Brahms songs. The expressive 
will include a number of festivals, | ““Gestillte Sehnsucht” 
among them the Florence Maggio/|liches Wiegenlied” have __ violist 
Musicale, and fests in Lausanne, | Carlton Cooley's fine assist. The 
Zurich, Wiesbaden and in Holland. | /ovely “In Stiller Nacht” is par- 
Troupe also will dance in Rome, ticularly standout, 
Milan, Paris, Lisbon and in Ger- Shostakovich: Symphony No. 1 
many and Scandinavia. & Golden Age (Westminster). The 
Leonidoff has given the NYCB ¢#tly Shosty symph, terse, angular 
Zuarantees on all its dates, and is and inviting, gets a rhythmic, | 
trying to get one of the festival forceful reading by the National 
country governments to pay one- Symphony under Howard Mitchell. 
way overseas passage for the Golden Age ballet Suite, thin 
troupe. Otherwise. the NYCB has a Maypchl Mee venga 2 ae familiar 
Ke é SSla a 7. 
to furnish the ocean transporta- Hanson: Symphony omg & Sieg- 
tion, which runs to $40,000 round- me'ster: Ozark Set (MGM). Han- 
trip. son’s “Nordic’ symph is bardic, | 


bia). Andre Kostelanetz and N. Y. | 
Philharmonic bring sweep and} 
drive to the lovely dramatic score 
of the Tchaikovsky opera. The 
Gershwin suite on the reverse is 
equally vivid in performance. 
Irmgaard Seefried (Decca). Lead- 
ing Viennese soprano in deft, ar-| 
tistic presentations of six Brahms 
lieder and 22 songs of Wolf. Latter, 
with theatrical, impassioned love 
lyrics, get the right sophisticated 


Ravel: Bolero, La Valse, Alborado 
del Gracioso, Pavane Pour Infante 
(Westminster), Fine readings of 
varied, popular Ravel scores by the 
Champs-Elysees Orch under Pedro 
Branco. 

Beethoven: 
(RCA Victor). 


Symphony No. 6 
Leopold Stokowski 


and NBC Symphony members 
occasionally show improper bal- 
ances, in overall group tone as 


well as in choirs. But on the whole, 
for Stoky, this “Pastorale” version 
is a restrained, conventional and 
at times quite moving rendition, 
Bron. 


any claim to their membership of having secured them an advantage. 
“It isn’t done that way in the United States,” runs the comment heard 





snickety puss, with faithful, bright | around Manhattan. “Management lets the union save face, and the 
libretto by Joe Darion and tricky, union lets management save face. Lerd of the manor gestures are 
inviting score by George Klein-; poison.” In short, if Bing offers one wage boost, the union is almost 
| singer, this short hepcat opera! automatically inclined to demand more, and get it. 

buffa is a_ boffola. Certainly, | cm 

“archy and mehitabel” had an/ _ B. H. Haggin, vet music critic for the Nation mag, belatedly paid 


an unusual tribute in the current issue to Virgil Thomson, composer 
who quit last spring as music reviewer for the N. Y. Herald Tribune 
after 14 years. “Since an enlightened public is as important in music 
as in politics,’ wrote Haggin, “Thomson’s departure from the Tribune 
is a disaster. He could be irresponsible, he could be nonsensical: in 
recent years he was increasingly bored and wrote more than ever 
about what he imagined rather than what ne heard. But he had the 
equipment of critical preception that is the one essesntial in criticism, 
and when it was allowed to operate on what was before him it produced 
the only newspaper criticism of music worth reading. For he was the 
only one with this equipment; and now there is no one.” 





Jean Sibelius, who is 89 years oid today (Wed.), is getting an un- 
| usual birthday present. Office of Alien Property has notified the Finn- 
ish composer that he will be receiving about $10,000 from the U‘S., 
by Xmas. This is for royalties on his music played here since start 
of the last World War, and held up by technicalities of German and 
Russ copyright. 


Hope to Keep Berlin Orch’s U.S. Dates 
As Furtwangler Memorial Tour’ 


+ Despite the sudden death of con- 
| ductor Wilhelm Furtwangler in 


2 Opera Groups: Merge; cormsny mat neek fuss Meron 
Philly Grants $25,000 


still going ahead with plans for the 
Philadelphia, Dec. 7. 


prone Berlin Philharmonic Or- 
chestra tour early next year. Tour, 
This city’s two rival opera com-| the orchestra’s first in America, 
panies, the Philadelphia LaScala| was originally set for five weeks, 
|and the Civic Grand, have linked | starting in February, ’55, with the 
iforces at last. The event was|famed 68-year-old maestro plan- 
| promptly marked by a grant of | ning to conduct all 26 concerts on 

| $25,000 from City Council’s Recre- | the trek. 
ation Committee to insure continu- Mertens has been burning up 
the cables the past week, trying 


ance of local opera. 
to hold both the Berlin symph and 











Humbert -A. Pelosi, manager of | 


‘the 50,000 watt clear channel sta- 


the LaScala, and Anthony Terrac- 
ciano, manager of the Civic Grand, 
will be co-managers under the new 
setup. Guiseppe Bamboschek, vet- 
eran opera maestro, will continue | 
as musical director and conductor. | 

Dr. Chevalier Jackson, president | 
of Civic Grand, heads the new or- 
ganization, which will be known 
as the Philadelphia Grand Opera 
Co. The LaScala was temporarily 
inactive and Civie Grand’s remain- 
ing four performances of the sea- 
son will be played under new re- 
gime. 

There is the possibility of sev- 
eral extra dates, Dr. Jackson said, 
and these will be sold as separate 
events. Under separate regimes 
the two opera companies went in 
the red for approximately $30,000 
last season. 


L’ville Orch Airs Nightly 
Till Dawn Via Diskings 

Louisville, Dec. 7. 
Victor A. Sholis, of WHAS here, 
and Charles P. Farnsley, chairman 
of the Commissioning Project of 
the Louisville Orchestra, ~ have 
completed arrangements to keep 








U. S. local managers in line, pend- 
ing selection of a different con- 
ductor for the orch. Berliners, he 
reported, still want to come. He 
may fly to Europe this week to 
finalize the deal. 

Furtwangler was so long identi- 
fied with the Berlin orch that Mer- 
tens now proposes to arrange the 
junket as a ‘““Furtwangler Memorial 
Tour.” Tour is still planned to 
start in D. C. on Feb. 27, ending 
with the third of three Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y., concerts April 1. First 
Carnegie date would be March 1 
and second on March 30. 

Curiously enough, a_skedded 
U. S» tour of the Vienna Philhar- 
monic last year, with Furtwangler 
and Clemens Krauss _ sharing 
podium chores, was stymied when 
Krauss died. Now the Berlin trip 
is jeopardized by Furtwangler’s 
passing. The two maestros had 
something else in common; both 
have stirred up controversy in the 
U. S. for political reasons. 


DOULENS NAMED V.P. OF 
COLUMBIA ARTISTS MGT. 


Doulens has been 





Humphrey 


ielected vice-president and member 


tion on all night to air the orch’s 
recordings Monday through Friday 
from midnight to 5 a.m. Ail music 
to be heard during the five-hour 
stanza will be recordings of the 
Louisville Orchestra, conducted by 
Robert Whitney, has made of the 
compositions it has commissioned 
leading composers throughout the 
world to write. 

Project is another effort by the 
Louisville orch to obtain a wide 
hearing for contemporary music, 


and help promote the sale of its | 


will 
derived 
network 


recordings. It 
audiences 
half-hour 


supplement 
from 
airings 


of the 


'orch over CBS, Saturdays, 10:30-11 


p.m., and the Saturday matinee 
series of concerts in Louisville. 
Orchestra is now ‘offering a 
LP record a month to its record 
plan subscribers. First 12 record- 
ings will contain 32 symphonic 
works and two operas commis- 
sioned and recorded by the Louis- 


j Ville Orchestra, 


weekly | 


12” | 


of the board of directors of Co- 
lumbia Artists Mgt., top concert 
bureau. Doulens, with Columbia 
since 1938, is with the Coppicus, 
Schang & Brown division. 


Now director of television and 
radio at Columbia, Doulens will 
continue in that capacity. He 
joined the Norwalk (Conn.) Hour 


in 1924 and was on the staff of the 
South Norwalk Sentinel, Bridge- 
port Post and Newsweek magazine, 
before going into the concert biz. 





‘Schuman Mss. to Library 
Washington, Dec. 7 


| Large number of autographed 
scores of William Schuman, New 
York composer, have been pre- 


| sented to the Library of Congre 

Schuman, president of the Juil- 
liard School of Music, has give! 
the Library such items as his *¢ 
cus Overture” for a Billy Rose re- 
vue, two ballets composed tor 
Martha Graham, “American Fe: 
ival Overture,” etc. 
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Literati 





i 
Loss of $1,000,000 Printing Bill 
Reader’s Digest will not renew 

its $1,000,000 printing contract 

with Rumford Press in Concord, 

\. H, according to J. Richard 

Jackman, president of the firm, 

but he said the action would have 

no immediate effect on Rumford’s 
payroll or volume of business. 
The magazine’s new policy of 
carrying advertising will be largely 
responsible for terminating the 
contract, because Rumford is not 
equipped to handle this phase of 
the work, Jackman said. | 
Rumford has been printing 50% 
of the domestic issue of the Digest, 
the remainder being handled by 
the McCall plant in Dayton, Ohio. 

Although the Digest is still Rum- 

ford’s largest single printing order, 

it represents only one-seventh of 
the firm’s total volume of business. 

The current contract expires in 

June. 


Double Life for ‘Omnibus’ 

CBS-TV’s “Omnibus,” Sunday 
90-minuter of the TV-Radio Work- 
shop of the Ford Foundation, hung 
up some sort of record in Life 
when that mag ran two layouts of 
the shew within three weeks, First 
one in late November was of com- 
poser-batonist Leonard Bernstein 
in a podium lecture on Beethoven's 
Fifth Symph. Second (current) 
treats the Jean Girardoux satire, 
“The Virtuous Island.” 

The 1-2 punch reportedly 
stemmed from individualized team- 
work, with ‘Omnibus’ 
Jack Perlis handJing the Bernstein 
end and the web on the picket line 
for “Island.” 


Garroway’s Toy Pitch 

Combining a worthwhile charity 
drive with the general functions of 
public relations reps, the New 
York p.r. outfit of Barkas & Shalit 
has come up with “Operation Santa 
Claus,” a nationwide toy drive to 
be sponsored by the Loyal Order 
of the Moose and headed up by 
Dave Garroway, who incidentally, 
is a B&S client. Campaign aims 
at collecting new and undamaged 
used toys for distribution to under- 
privileged children on or before 
Christmas day. 

Moose, with some 1,700 male 
lodges and 1,300 femme chapters, 
comprising a total membership of 
1,200,000, will conduct the cam- 
paign on a local level, using posters 
of Garroway at all collection 
points. Moose will also plug Gar- 
roway in their magazine (circula- 
tion 875,000). Garroway in return 
will plug the drive on his NBC-TV 
“Today” show and his radio ‘“Fri- 
day With Garroway” segment. 
Meanwhile, campaign has resulted 
in two stories in Coronet, one in 
the November issue announcing 
the drive, and a second this month, 
a byline piece by Garroway about 
his favorite Christmas story, with 
full credits to NBC and his shows. 
Everybody happy? 


Another Show Biz Book 

“My Life in Show Business” by 
Ida Adelaide Windisch (Vantage; 
$2) is a warm-hearted recollection 
by a smalltown girl who married 
her ‘daring young man on the fly- 
ing trapeze.” Written without 
literary pretensions, the slender 
volume illuminates an era when it 
was possible for two sisters to en- 
ter show biz by applying for 
chorus jobs at the Elite Theatre in 
Davenport, Iowa. 

“The Famous Windisch Family” 


(Charles, Ida, Sonny and “Dainty | 


Idamae, the Darling of the Air’) 
held stellar billing at midwestern 
county fairs and on smalltime va- 
riety stages for many years. Now, 
Charles and Ida live in retirement 
in Moline, Ill. Sonny, a veteran of 
World War II, has abandoned the 
flying rings, and Idamae married 
out of the profession. 

This book will appeal to show- 
folk not only for the memories it 
evokes of the “grouchbag circuit,” 
but also because it depicts a thor- 
oughly engaging American family 
able to carry on a career in the 
limelight while sending down per- 
manent roots in a typical American 

heme town.” Down. 





French Year of Novels 

Among the 10 top Parisian book 
publishers, 150 novels were pub- 
lished this year. Of this number, 
128 were either first or second 
works by beginners. Further sta- 
Ustics show that 15% are 
46°0 are between the ages of 25 to 
35 and 5% are under 25. Of the 
_ elists, 41% are professionals 
who make their living at it, 16% 
are professors, 10% lawyers, 7% 
Civil service workers, 5% en- 
Sineers and 2°% doctors. 

Other offbeat writers are a mer- 


han : 
“ant of heating pads, a bananaj attitudes towards the chant, and! 


press rep| 


women, | 


planter, 


laid in France, and half have a 
very pronounced autobiographical 
flavor. Also, 26% of the heros are 
writers and 26% of the books take 
place in the author’s own part of 
France. 

Of the publishers the two big- 
gies, Gallimard and Juillard, pub- 
| lish about 100 of the books be- 
tween them. Usual printing of a 
| novel of a young author is about 
| 3,000 and average hardiy sells over 
| 1,000, but a hit touches 200,000, 
| and one bonanza can make up for 
; the other lags. 
; ary prizes handed out every year 





The various liter- | 


} 


shepherd, a porter, an Edith Piaf, Yves Montand, Charles 
office boy, a tramp, a jack-of-all- | Trenet and Catherine Sauvage on 
trades and a singer. Of the novels,|their methods of work and song|of that era in the middle of the | 
over three-quarters of them are|Choices. It also encompasses the| twentieth century following two | 


4 





articles and opinions by the fore- | 
mostspractitioners today. 

After a historical survey of the 
pop song, it goes into names of 
present-day cleffers and_ singers, 
and has valuable interviews with! 


| 


song in literature and poetry and 
has a fine glossary of leading chant- 


} 


jers here. It makes a good addition 


} 


; are counted on by the pubs to} 


| make that big one. General con- 
|} sensus among French crix is that 


| the novel is in an artistic decline, 
since quantity has taken prece- 


dence over quality, and the mass 


; production necessary has clouded | 
of | 
Prizes also swell out- | 


ithe more reserved judgment 
most pubs. 
put and in many cases crown un- 


deserving works. 

| 

Bookmen On A Binge 
Sixth annual presentation of the 

National Book Awards is to be held 


| Jan. 25 at the Commodore Hotel 
jin New York with Sen. William 


| Fulbright (Dem., Ark.), sponsor of 
the Fulbright scholarships, 
speaker, and Clifton Fadiman 
emcee. 
for each of the three categories— 
fiction, non-fiction and poetry—are 
scheduled to meet early in January 
to make their selections. 

Book Award Committee, arrang- 
ing the event, has scheduled other 
meetings to give out-of-town visi- 
tors a change to get more out of 
their trip. Publishers Ad-Club will 
hold a panel session on Jan. 24, 
with a cocktail party to follow, and 
the Awards winners will be feted 
by their publishers with a dinner 
party on Jan. 25. Next day, the 
American Institute of Graphic Arts 


as 


and an informal party by the Na- 
tional Book Award committee the 
night of the 26th tops things off. 


Nix 2514G Audubon Bid 

An offer of $25,500 for a rare 
set of books, Audubon’s “Birds of 
America,” has been nixed by the 
Paisley (Scotland) Library Com- 
mittee. Offer was made by Wil- 
liam H. Robinson Ltd., of London, 
on behalf of a client. 

Four-volume set was presented 





Coats. Offer was rejected because 
it was felt so valuable a work 
should be retained in Scotland. 


Robinson recently paid $21,000 for 
another set sold at auction. 


Silliphant’s Novel 
Sterling Silliphant, ex-20th-Fox 
publicist, now independently pro- 
ducing ‘5 Against the House” (Guy 


“Maracaibo,” published next 
ruary by Farrar, Straus & Young. 
As the title indicates it has a 
Venezuela offshore oil - drilling 


next indie film production. 


Joseph’s Travel Ed Aide 
Franklin Smith, travel editor of 
the Miami News, will take out the 
lap of Richard Joseph's 





j 


| initial 


for the libraries of all music biz | 
people and is profusely illustrated. | 
This series also contains an in- 


formative survey on films.Vosk. 


Lou Ruppel’s Philly Post 
Louis Ruppel, former managing | 
editor of the Chicago Times and | 
one-time editor of Collier’s mag, ! 
has been named editor of the Phila- | 
delphia Daily News. 

Ruppel, who “retired” in 1952, 
to become publisher of a country | 
weekly. the Mill Valley Record. 
Calif., is disposing of that property | 
to join the News. A native New | 
Yorker, Ruppel also served as pub- | 
licity director for the Columbia | 
Broadcasting System. 


| 
| 


Wolfe Kaufman's Paris Detour 


Longtime boulevardier Wolfe 
| Kaufman is back to the Paris 


| 


as | 


Committee of five judges | 


|going to The Netherlands as one 


holds a luncheon on book design, | 


scenes of his youth, when he was 
on the late Erskine Gwynne’s now 
defunct The Boulevardier and the 
Paris edition of the N. Y. Herald 


Tribune. Kaufman plans a long- 
time residence abroad “just to 
write.” 


| 


Esther Tufty’s Dutch Treat 

Esther V. Tufty, Washington 
newswoman and Capitol corre- 
spondent for “Today,” NBC-TV 
show, said Friday (3) that she was 


of the permanent judges for 
“William the Silent” journalism 
awards. She will not telecast again 
until the New Year. 
_ An audience with Queen Juliana 
is on the schedule. 


CHATTER 


Irish Censorship Board has 
banned circulation of British fan 
|mag, Picturegoer. 

Author James Hilton reported in 
serious condition at Seaside Hos- 
pital, Long Beach, Cal. 

New York Today Inc. chartered 
to conduct a_ printing and pub- 
lishing business in N. Y. City. 

Bob White has opened a writing 
and publicity office in Hollywood 
under name of Bob White & As- 
sociates. 





to the library in 1872 by Sir Peter | 


Madison-Kim Novak) for Columbia | Time, 
Pictures, will have his first novel, | 
Feb- | 


background and will be Silliphant’s 


Jack House profiling vet cinema 
millionaire A. E. Pickard in Eve- 
ning News, Glasgow, series, ‘‘They 
| Struck It Rich.” 
| Houghton Mifflin’s Dale Warren 
sailed Monday (6) on the SS} 
Cristoforo Colombo for a Medi- | 
| terranean holiday. 
| Lester A. Walker, publisher of | 
|the Fremont (Neb.) Guide & Trib- | 
june, last week purchased land | 
there to build a new plant. 
| A Christmas play by mag writer | 
|Richard G. Hubler, “The Hallowed | 
will be put on by Ojai Art} 
Center in Ojai, Cal. Dec. 22-23. 

Dublin VARIETY rep Maxwell | 
Sweeney planed back from London 
after recording radio feature on'! 
|Ealing Studios for Radio Eireann. | 
Current (Dec. 11) issue of the 
|Saturday Evening Post profiles | 
Frankie Laine in “The Case of the | 
Screaming. Troubadour,’ by Dean 
Jennings. 
| The newspaper bunch, like the 
N. Y. Journal-American’s 
| Sobol, wondering about 





Louis | 
Arthur 


“third world tour,” starting Feb. | Murray’s usage of “Down Memory 


globetrot ($5,995 per head) which 
Joseph formerly handled solo. 

His Doubleday deadline writing 
commitments necessitate an extra 
month’s leeway, hence the idea of 
getting another travel editor to 
assist on the early stages of the 
junket, 


The Magic 13 
“Magic from M-U-M,” Milbourne 
Christopher’s 13th textbook of 


The book describes 26 feats culled 
from M-U-M, the magazine of the 
Society of American Magicians, 
which Christopher edits. 





French Songs & Singers 

Editions Du Seuil of Paris has a 
neat new show biz edition in their 
'series, Collection Peuple Et Cul- 
ture, which comes under the gen- 
feral heading of Regards Neufs Sur 
(New Look At...). This one is 
'ealled La Chanson (The Song) and 
serves aS a meaty handbook and 
guide to the pop song in France to- 
day. Edited by Pierre Balatier and 
Chris Marker, this 300-page soft- 
'eovered book sells for $2 and has 
la fund of background material on 
ithe origin of the song in France, 





trickery, will be published Dec. 15% 


| 16, and the travel editor of Esquire |Lane” as the title of the dance 
will join up a month or so later. | jmpresario’s new book. Sobol pe- 
This is the three-month, conducted | riodically does syndicated columns 


bearing that title. 

Goodwill trip. by Mrs. America|} 
1954 (Mrs. Wanda Jennings) floun- 
|dered last week in Vienna after} 
‘her manager, Bert Nevins, clashed | 
|with Vienna newsmen. Reporters | 
claimed a standup when Mrs. Jen- | 
nings didn’t show at a press con-} 
ference, and resented Nevins’ sub- | 
bing. 








Bennett Cerf 


sees much room for humor 


Who’s Complaining? 
There’s Plenty to 
Laugh at These Days 


a bright byline piece in the 
forthcoming 


49th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 











|as a roadblock to the orderly and 


| while “Birth” was a great picture, 


'when he attended the first eastern 


thor-Racont | a_venal ne 
ee jcian or a faithful but doddering 
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Ku Klux Remake Worries Biz 





and undisguised racial animosities | 


world wars and unparalleled prog- | 


| ress-in race relations can do little | 


except to inflame the still unin- | 
formed...The new film versions | 
of this inflammatory novel cannot | 


on the part of some group or} 
groups to encourage the 1876 
l!rather than the 1955 view of | 


Negroes as American citizens and | 


just attainment of rights.” 
Reflecting a more or less general 
opinion, Alfred Starr, largest op- | 
erator of Negro theatres in the 
country, opined Monday (6) that, 


a remake along Griffith’s lines | 
would be “obnoxious” to Negro pa- | 
trons and to many whites alike. | 

Seen reflecting Griffith’s own 
prejudices—he was born a South- 





| erner—‘“Birth” has been described 


as “a passionate and persuasive | 
avowal of the incurable inferiority | 
of the Negro.” Every device in 
the picture is aimed at stressing | 
obnoxious qualities of the Negro | 





|and at rousing audiences against | 
| colored 
scene 
| 


is the) 
mulatto, | 


people. Example 
where Lynch, the 





Script Angle Vague 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Dudley Nichols is not defi- 
nitely signed to adapt remake 
of “Birth of a Nation” for the 
Thal-Ryan syndicate. He thinks 
he’ll accept but has given no 
thought to date on how to han- 
dle the racial and social sensi- 
tivities implicit in the Dixon 
yarn. 

Ted Thal is sole owner of 
Thaleo, largest manufacturer 
of fibre glass and plastics in 
the far west. It is believed 
here he is probably at or near 
the 92% tax bite and that this 
situation influenced his inter- 
est in financing a motion pic- 
ture for possible capital gains. 

That group do not think of 
story as stirring up bad feel- 
ing. Although nobody has 
thought it through or. made 
explicit denial, it is likely that 
the night rider stuff and the 
anti-Negro angles of the origi- 
nal D. W. Griffith version 
will be dropped. 








ee 
| Suits 
| against 


| phase 





pursues the white Elsie Stoneman 
with his marriage proposal. Else- 
where in the film, a white girl 
throws herself over a cliff to 
escape the advances of a colored 
man. One title editorialized that 
the South had to be made “safe” | 
for whites. Rise of the Klan, an 
organization by now thoroughly 
discwdited, was fully justified by 
Griffith. 
An Early ‘Epic’ 

“Birth” was Griffith’s first 
“epic” and is today considered a 
milestone in the advancement of 
the cinematographic art. It was 
origfhally called “The Clansman.” 
Story goes that the title was 
changed at the suggestion of Dixon 


screening of the production which, 
incidentally, ran 10 reels and was 
the longest American film turned 
out by that date. 

Prolonged and bitter protests 
from virtually all elements of so- 
ciety greeted release of the pic- 
ture in 1915. At least six cities at- 
tempted to ban it, and so did the 
state of Ohio. Elsewhere it was 
cut until it was virtually unintel- 
ligible. ‘The Crisis,” officfal organ 
of the NAACP, in 1915 denounced 
Dixon for falsifying history and 
for representing the Negro “either 
as an ignorant fool, a vicious rapist, 
and unscrupulous politi- 





idiot.” 

Rabbi Stephen S. Wise objected | 
to the film as “a crime against two | 
races.” The Rev. Dr. Crothers | 
‘called it “a deliberate and skillful | 
bit of treachery.” George Foster 
Peabody, in a public letter, main- 
tained it was “unfair to the Negro | 
and to the white equally.” Presi- | 
dent Eliot of Harvard deplored the | 
pic’s “dangerously false doctrine 

that the Ku Klux Klan was on 
the whole a righteous and neces- 
sary society for the defense of 
Southern white men against black 
legislatures led by Northern white 
men.” 

Despite all these denunciations— 
jthe picture stirred up race riots) 


| awards 





in Boston and several other cities— 
“Birth” ran up some astounding 
grosses. Griffith, stung by the 
criticism, issued a pamphlet, “The 
Rise and Fall of Free Speech in 
America,” in which he defended 
his right to make and show the 
film which he had made at his own 


| escape being regarded as an effort | expense and at a cost unheard of 


in those days. 

If “Birth’ was widely shown 
over the years, this was due large- 
ly to the exhibitors who brought 
and obtained injunctions 

the censoring authorities. 
In Pittsburgh, Atlantic City, Gary, 
Ind., ete., the bans stuck. In Chi- 


|cago it was lifted via legal action. 


In N. Y., “Birth” was revived on 
several occasions, the last one 
about two years ago. It played at 
the Beverly Theatre in 1950 for a 
six week run. In 1951 it was 


| brought back but died at the b.o. 


and was pulled after one week. 








—<—<—<—<— 


Zanuck Reveals 


——aa continued from page 3 aaa 


the east and that they would be 
intensified when the necessary 
equipment becomes available. 


On the other hand, the home of- 
fice expressed surprise at the Zan- 





'uck disclosure of new work being 


done on CinemaScope. The only 
of this known in the east 
is the delivery of new and better 
lenses by Bausch & Lomb. Zanuck 
also made mention of the new 
prisms. He added that “dozens of 
projects” were cooking in the 20th 
Coast lab. 

It’s believed in N. Y. that the 
C’Scope improvement 20th has un- 
der wraps may be a combination of 
the squeeze lens and VistaVision, 
with two frames being exposed and 
“squeezed” at the camera at one 
time. This could lead to much 
greater depth and definition, it’s 
held. 

In reference to the technical fea- 
ture-length demonstration film 
which he is turning out and which 
is half-finished, Zanuck said most 
of the interiors had been done. 
“It'll show us where we’ve gone 
wrong and it should prove a valu- 
able guide to other producers,” he 
maintained. 

Meant strictly for the technical 
side of the industry, the pic re- 


peats different scenes, each shot 
| from different ‘angles and under 
| different lighting conditions. Asked 


why 20th was going to the expense 
of producing the test reels, Zan- 


|uck observed that, having started 
|CinemaScope, it 
| 20th 


was now up to 


to make periodic contribu- 


| tions to it. 


He further reported “good prog- 


ress” in 20th’s drive to sign up 
foreign talent. Asked whether 
20th was considering a talent 


school on the Coast, a la Univer- 
sal, Zanuck replied in the negative, 
pointing out that the studio has 
had success in developing new faces 
without such a device. 


‘Waterfront’ Nix 


Continued from page 2 














ing for an: examination of the 
board’s members and a public an- 
nouncement as to the basis used 
for judging films. 

Another Col film, “Double Des- 


'tiny’” (Michel Auclair and Simone 


Simon). was also recently’ re- 
jected by the board, while other 
pictures that the film critics con- 
sider less socially signficant and 
internationally important, such as 


a pair of German films, “The 
Birdseller” and “Confession of Ina 
Kahr,” were recently given the 


board’s okay. 

In the light of this strong sup- 
port from the film industry, Co- 
lumbia has been granted a reshow- 
ing of the picture before the 
Board on Dec. 13. Two additional 


|impartial judges will also sit with 


the group. Favorable reports of 
members of the Bonn government 
who saw the film, and the list of 
given it, will also be 
shown the Board. 

Despite the lack of approval and 
the resultant slightly higher tax 
charge on tickets, ‘‘Waterfront”’ is 
a hit in Germany. It opened Nov. 
5 at Cologne and Munich and has 
been held over for four weeks at 
the key theatres there. 








| i 
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. Broadway 


Geraldine Brooks, Bernard Del- 
font and the George Blacks re- 
turned to Britain last week on 
the Queen Mary. 

Charles Boyer back from a Paris 
film chore and off to the Coast 
this week for a role in Metro’s 
upcoming “The Cobweb.” 

Ted Ashley Associates has 
changed its name to  Ashley- 
Steiner Corp. Ira Steiner is tak- 
ing charge of an expanded Coast 
office. 

Lillian Jenkins, publicity direc- 
tor, Madison Square Garden, off to 
Milwaukee to 0.0. The Hollywood 
Ice Revue before its N.Y. opening 
in January. 

The Arthur (20th-Fox) Silver- 
stones’ daughter, Sandra Esta, a 
Vassar senior, engaged to marry 
Robert Lowell Stern of Montreal 
next June. 

Kenneth MacKenna, Metro’s 
studio story chief, in for his pe- 
riodic.2.0. of the Broadway shows 
and for talks with editors and 
book publishers. 

Vincent Sardi Jr. compiling a 
list of names of ex-Marines in 
show biz and allied fields, like 
eateries, and wants all ex-Leather- 
necks to contact him. 

Until Sol Hurok imports the 
Comedic Francaise, the Waldorf’s 
Claude C. Philippe is commuting 
by air to Paris to spend New Year’s 
with his bride, Mony Dalmes, of 
the CF. 

Judith Evelyn planed to the 
Coast over the weekend to play 
the second femme lead in “Female 
on the Beach,” starring Joan Craw- 
ford. She’s due back in about 
three weeks. 

Rene’ Black’s Waldorf-Astoria 
colleagues farewell-dinnered him 


Monday night (6) before the vet+ 


maitre d’hotel assumes his new 
post at the new Fontainebleau, 
Miami Beach. 

Biow agency v.p. Henry White, 
whose twin daughters were chris- 
tened Sunday (5), had “Fanny” 
star Walter Slezak and NBC’s Dave 
Garroway on hand as the young- 
sters’ godfathers. 

Rouben Mamoulian lecturing 
N. Y. U. students this afternoon 
(Wed.) on “Art and the Motion 
Picture.” His address is part of 
a course in motion pictures con- 
ducted by Robert Gessner. 

Composer Richard Rodgers; 
Carleton Sprague Smith, chief of 
music division, N.Y. Public Li- 
brary, and banker Gerald F. Beal 
elected to board of directors of 
N.Y. Philharmonic - Symphony. 

Jose Ferrer due in from the 
Coast today (Wed.) for round of 
bally activities for Metro’s “Deep 
in My Heart.” Ferrer and Helen 
Traubel will attend pic’s preem 
tomorrow (Thurs.) at Radio City 
Music Hall, 

Hernando Courtright, managing 
director of the BevHills Hotel, to 
Nassau for 10 days’ fishing with 
Dick O’Connor (Magnavox) and 
Jack McGuire. RCA prexy Frank 
M. Folsom had to bow out at the 
last minute because of business 
pressure. 

Guy Bolton's previous Theatre 
Guild committment will see Eddie 
Davis soloing on the book of “This 
Must Be The Plaze”’ (burlesque 
background), Davis’ bestseller, 
“Laugh Yourself Well” (Fell), has 
resulted in a sequel, “Laugh and 
Live Longer.” 


Australia 
By Norm Louden 


(P.O. Box 4457; tel XL3200) 

English ballet dancers, Walter 
Gore and wife Paula Hinton, may 
return here to settle; had a suc- 
cessful Aussie tour in 1952. 

Tom Dole, Columbia Pictures’ 
former ad-publicity topper, is back 
on deck after enforced layoff be- 
cause of illness. Dole slated for 
switch to post of special sales and 
promotion. 

Sydney radio and film actor 
Rodney Taylor set for special test 
by Paramount in Hollywood. Tay- 
lor was recommended to Hal 
Wallis by Byron Haskin, who di- 
rected “Long John Silver” here. 

Arthur Gillespie, who stepped 
out of Metro where he supervised 
the company’s theatre loop, to go 
into private biz, will take over the 
lease of the Hoyts’ house at Neu- 
tral Bay, Sydney neighborhood 
operation. 


San Francisco 


By Ralph J. Gleason 

Joe Loco has signed with E. B. 
Marks to publish his mambo spe- 
cials. . 

Wood Soanes, Oakland Tribune 
drama ed, to Mediterranean on 
cruise. 

Harry James booked for one- 
nighter at the Bay Meadows race 
track clubhouse, Jan. 21. 

Lou Williams, formerly with Fox 


manager at Orpheum, replacing 
Charles Marquart, resigned. 

Wood Soanes, Oakland Tribune 
drama ed, touring the Mediterran- 
ean with a stopover planning for 
Majorca to visit flack Tony Buttita. 
The Interplayers, Frisco Little 
Theatre group, circulating a peti- 
tion among its members to the San 
Francisco Chronicle expressing ap- 
preciation of the “excellent cov- 
erage of the local non-commercial 
theatre groups” by Luther Nichols, 
deploring his departure from the 
paper and expressing hope that 
coverage of these groups will con- 
tinue. 


Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 


sia will unroll next March in Mos- 
cow. « 
Francoise Arnoul to play oppo- 
site Fernandel in remake of “The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame.” 
Maurice Carrere opening his 
nitery addition on first floor of 
Maxim’s, called The Imperial. 
Franco-Italo pic, ‘Secrets D’Al- 
cove,” censored in Italy because of 


Carol in one of sketches. 

Wilva Breen and Lee Gershwin 
to North Africa to looksee next 
stops and theatre facilities for tour- 
ing ‘Porgy and Bess” company. 

Reprise of the Georges Feydeau 
legit comedy, “Le Main Passe” 
(The Roving Hand), preems at 


gala benefit. 

Steve Previn finishing his 50th 
vidpie here this week in dividing 
chores between Sheldon Reynold’s 
two series, ‘““Sherlock Holmes” and 
“Foreign Intrigue.” 

Zappy Max, radio fave here, tries 
his first stage stint in new operetta, 
“Une Nuit Aux Baleares” (A Night 
in the Balearics) which preems this 
week at Etoile Theatre. 

George Ulmer playing stage- 
show at the Alhambra along with 
opening of his first straight acting 
role in Franco-Spanish pic, ‘Un 
Balle Suffit” (One Bullet Is 
Enough). 

Arthur Miller’s “Crucible” opens 
here this week in an adaption by 
Marcel Ayme at the Sarah Bern- 
hardt Theatre. It is called ‘“‘Les 
Sorcieres De Salem” (The Witches 
of Salem). 

Leo Marjane to piay Belgium 
and French hinterlands after her 
current stint at Moulin Rouge. 
Then she heads for the U.S. to 
take over the old La Rue as a per- 
sonal club. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Tom Powers back with “Moon 
Is Blue” at Lyceum. 
St. Paul Flame has Ella Fitz- 
gerald as show topper. 
Met Opera star Jan Peerce gave 


concert for Defense of Israel bene- | 


fit. 

Ken Senn of Old Log strawhat- 
ter featured in Star Playhouse 
production of “Stalag 17.” 

Comic Dick Curtis finished 10- 
week date at Starlight club where 
comedienne Jeannie Karin now 
tops floorshow. 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
back for first time in two years, 
giving three performances at 
Northrop Auditorium. 

Allen Dazell here ahead of 
“Sailor’s Delight,” Theatre Guild's 
second subscription season offer- 
ing at Lyceum, advanced to week 


sooner than expected. 

Don McGrane, going into third 
year at Hotel Radisson Flame 
Room with his orch, bought home 
in local suburb and will make his 
home here, moving from. N.Y. 
MCA originally booked him into 
room for one month. 





Vienna 


First Juke Box installed in Old 
Vienna Bar, 

Brazilian pianist Jacques Kleind 
appeared in Musikverein Hall. 

Prof. Franz Sirowy elected pres- 
ident of Austrian Musicians Union. 


performance of the Wiener Maen- 
ner Gesang Verein, 

State Burg Theatre actor Ewald 
Balser inked for role of Oberst 
Redl in spy picture, “Opera Ball.” 

Franz Antel started shooting 
comedy, ‘We Live Again Happily,” 


Studios. 

Josefstadt in correspondence 
with Robert Anderson for possible 
production of “Tea,” Already 
translated by H. H. Carwin. 

Austria to be represented at the 
Lima, Peru, religious picture festi- 
val, with “One Is Mightier,” pro- 
duced by Catholic film guild. 

Americans are sending blank 
checks to management of State 
Opera for opening night in Novem- 





| ber next year asking it to “fill in 


West Coast, made new resident| the amount.” 


(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 49-44) | 
First French Film Week in Rus- | 


too much undress of star Martine | 


Theatre Antoine this week at aj} 


of Dec. 27 as show moves into N.Y. | 


Karl Etti directed the 2,000th | 


- London 


Anita Ellis opens at the Colony 
/next Monday (13). 

Jean Carson returned from N. Y. 
yesterday (Tues.) after her two tv 
spot appearances. 

Helen Traubel inked for cabaret 
appearance at the Cafe de Paris 
for the New Year. 

L. F. Rider named 20th-Fox tech- 
nica! manager, succeeding A. G. K. 
Faija, who retires after 30 years 
service. 

W. P. (Bill) Lipscombe in Athens 
readying a script of “Seven Won- 
ders of the World” to be filmed by 
Cinerama. 

Henry Lombroso, Republic top- 
per in Italy, here for confabs with 
Reginald Armour on the 1955 re- 
lease program. 

BBC-TV producer Henry Cald- 
iwell off to Amsterdam, Hamburg 
and Berlin on a quickie in connec- 
tion with a telepix deal. 
| A plaque to the memory of Car- 
| roll Gibbons on the piano at which 
ihe played for so many years at the 
|Savoy Hotel dedicated last Mon- 
day (6). 

Sir Louis Sterling last week gave 
|away over $550,000 to charities in 
‘celebration of his 75th birthday, 
bringing his total up to almost 
$3,000,000. 

Vida Hope planed back from a 
‘Spanish vacation last weekend and 
is now prepping ther stage version 
of “Henry VIIL” in association with 
Sandy Wilson. 

Suzanne Warner, head of local 
public relations agency which han- 
idles top American talent, back at 
her desk after being hospitalized 
with pneumonia. 

Herbert Wilcox and Anna Neagle 
to Yugoslavia to scout locations for 
their upcoming production of 
“King’s Rhapsody,” which will co- 
star Errol Flynn. 

Henry Hewes, drama critic of 
the Saturday Review, who au- 
thored the English adaptation of 
“Accounting For Love,’ checked 
out for Paris two days after the 
opening at the Saville last Wednes- 
day (1), and returning to N. Y. this 
week. 








Santiago 


By Edythe Ziffren 
(Corbalan Nelgarejo 27-A; 31645) 

Xiomara Alfaro, Cuban warbler, 
signed by King’s Club nitery. | 

“Picaresque,” burlesque unit, 
closed by Santiago’s femme mayor; 
also banned in Valparaiso. ; 

Sussy Montrey, Rina Celi, Marion 
Christie, Carlos Manuel and Janet 
D’Acosta heading up Tap Room’s 
floor show. 

Leguia-Cordoba stock company 
staging “Mi Marido va al Folies” 
(My Husband’s Going to the Fol- 
ilies) at the Satch. 

Malu Gatica and Emilio Gaete 
to tour provinces with Angela 
Morel’s “Matrimonio de Amor— 
Sin Amor” (Love Marriage—With- 
out Love). 

Jose E. Cavero, president of Na- 
‘tional Broadcasters Assn. of Peru, 
jhere to plug Interamerican Broad- 
lcasting Assn. congress skedded for 
i Lima next April. 
| Carlos Melo Cruz won job of ar- 
| tistie director of Municipal Thea- 
|tre, succeeding Juan Casanova Vi- 
cuna, named Chilean ambassador 
to Venezuela. 


Madrid 


By Ramsay Ames 
(Castellana-Hilton; 37-22-00) 
Jane Powell and new husband, 
|Pat Nerney, honeymooning at 

Castellana-Hilton. 

Spanish version of ‘South Pa- 
cific,” directed by Jose Tamayo, al- 
most ready for opening at Teatro 
Zarzuela. 

Sloan Simpson here to interview 
Robert Rossen and Ambassador 
Angier Biddle—Duke, on tape, for 
the Tex and Jinx show. 

Arnold Picker, United Artists 
veepee and foreign sales topper, 
and Charles Smadja, continental 
European director, arrived from 
Paris for more huddles on ‘“Alex- 
ander the Great.” Pic is sched- 
uled to roll Feb. 15. A wide search 
is under way for “most beautiful 
girl in Spain” to play the role of 


Stateira, 
Pittsburgh 


By Hal VY. Cohen 
Harmonicaires booked into the 
Ankara for three weeks beginning 








with Christ! Mardayn in Sievering | Jan. 3. 


William Leech, director of Play- 
house, in Southside Hospital for 
| observation. 
| Ruth Vernon Pivorotto gets title 
role in Playhouse’s New Year's 
| show, “Sabrina Fair.” 
Wally Gingers’ band will record 
|a tune by Father Gianni, a priest 
jin nearby Connellsville. 

Joni James here for a day to get 
deejays to plug her new MGM re- 
|lease, “When You Come of Age.” 
; Dancer Gaby Monet staying over 
jafter her Vogue Terrace booking 





to work the Horizon Room next 
week. 

Allyn McLerie in from N. Y. to 
spend a week with her husband, 
George Gaynes, of “Wonderful 
Town.” 

Lenny Litman and his wife 
planed to Hollywood for Andre 
Philippe’s opening at the Mo- 
cambo. 

Emil Cohen topping show at an- 
nual Jewish Home for Babies 
dance at Hotel Schenley tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Mary K. Frank tossing supper 


party for Deborah Kerr after per- | 


formance of “Tea and Sympathy” 
next Thursday night (13). 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 


Jonathan Dwight new owner- 


producer of the Biltmore Play-, 


house. 

Sea Isle Hotel will be setting for 
mid-January broadcasts of NBC’s 
“Today” and “Tonight” shows for 
one week. 

Ralph Snider, owner of the 
Bradford (Bradford Roof) Hotel in 
Boston, partnered in new owner- 
ship of Sea Isle. 

Walter Jacobs, “retired” for this 
season, looking over new locations, 
north and south of Miami for his 
next Lord Tarleton hotel. 

Newlyweds Barron Polan and 
Julie Wilson joined the group 
flown in for opening of swank new 
La Coquille in Palm Beach. 

Jacques Renard, Eddie Cantor’s 
radio musical director in the 30’s, 
settled here and is taking out a 
local union card; he plans to or- 
ganize a string unit. 


Kay Thompson being paged to} 


fill two-week date at the new Bal- 
moral Hotel in January to replace 
Genvieve who can’t make the stand 
until later in season. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Dolores Hawkins at Vogue Rocm | 


for two weeks. 


“Ice Follies” skating into Arena | 


Jan. 18 to play 13-day date. 

Tommy Purcell orch replaced 
George Duffy band at Hotel Hol- 
lenden. 

Dorothy Donegan back at The- 
atrical Grill, and staying througn 
Yule holidays. 

Hans Reiss, manager and pianist 
at Willie Rich’s club, awarded 
naturalization papers. 

Kaye Ballard awarded official 
key to city on return to her home- 
town and Vogue Room. 

Bob Ancell, Hipp’s assistant 
manager, quit to join Fred Strauss 
booking agency but continuing to 
hold disk-jockey job. 

Al Russ, bandmaster-composer, 
and James Kovacs, formerly an 
RCA recording engineer, opened 
their new Audio Recording Studios. 

Nick Pinardo reopened his re- 
modeled nitery, formerly the El 
Bolero, renaming it Whisper Room 
with policy of intimate musical 
acts. 

Cleveland’s getting heavy dose of 
balletmania, with Teresa’ and 
Luisillo in Ballets Espagnols at 
Public Music Hall Dec. 3 and Jose 
Greco’s troupe coming to. the 
Hanna Monday (6) for full week. 


Rome 


By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Archimede 145; 800211) 

Italy holding another Italian 
Film Week in Cairo soon. 

Harry James and Betty Grable 
to tour Italian key cities after the 
holidays. 

Elia Kazan reported to have 
turned down local offer to direct 
“War and Peace.” 

Otto Preminger here briefly be- 
fore flying on to India to look into 
Ghandi biopic chances. 

Rhonda Fleming expected to go 
to Switzerland when she completes 
work on her local stint, “Semi- 
ramis. 

Vittorio DeSica touring again 
with Sophia Loren in “Sign of 
Venus,” comedy which starts shoot- 
ing soon at Titanus Studios. Mar- 
cello Girosi is producer. 

Jim Carhartt and Nicky Winter 
started a new column in Rome 
Daily American called “Lend Us 
Your Ears”; replaces that paper's 
regular “Seen and Heard.” 

F. Hugh Herbert in Rome to see 
Eduardo De Filippo, author of 
“Filumena Marturano,” which Her- 
bert is adapting for Broadway. 
Shirley Booth is a possible star. 


Portland, Ore. 


By Ray Feves 

Louis Armstrong set for a one- 
nighter concert at the Auditorium, 
Dec. 14. 

Mills Bros. and Danii & Genii 
Prior held for second week at 
Amato’s Supper Club, 

Konnie G. Worth has _ highest 
rating in town for any woman's 


Hollywood 


Josh Logan planed in from N.Y, 

Fred Astaire laid up with laryn- 
gitis. 

Henry Borsage recovering after 
surgery. : 

Zasu Pitts recovering after ma- 
jor surgery. 

Clifton Webb hosted a dinner for 
|Noel Coward. 
| Trixie Friganza celebrated her 
| 83rd birthday. 
| Bob Hope and Gordon MacRae 
returned from Dallas. 

Lester Sansome left the hospital 
to recuperate at home. 
| James Stewart to Indiana, Pa, 
'for his father’s wedding. 

Willard Josephy upped to veepee 
lof the Kurt Frings agency. 

Ted Ashley Associates changed 
name to Ashley-Steiner Corp. 

George Marton in from Paris for 
confabs with Darryl F. Zanuck. 

George Pal invited to attend the 
| International Exposition in Rotter- 
|dam. 
| British Field Marshal Mont- 
gomery guested with Samuel Gold- 
wyn. 

Virginia Grey sustained two 
|broken ribs in a scene for “The 
|Rose Tattoo.” 

Joe Newman celebrated his 37th 
| anni in films by directing UlI’s 
| “Kiss of Fire.” 
| Charles Simonelli in from N.Y. 
i for huddles with Dayid A. Lipton, 


| Universal ad-publicity chief. 
| Entire estate of the late Lionel 
|Barrymore was left to Florence 
Rozella Wheeler, his nurse for 20 
years. 

| Jack Benny, Danny Kaye and 
Barbara Stanwyck recording Christ- 
mas greetings for Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration. 


Chicago 

Yma Sumac here in concert at 
Orchestra Hal! Friday (10). 

Frank J. (Tweet) Hogan made 

March of Dimes chairman for Chi 
| show biz. 

Al Borde to Coast and Las Vegas 
to look over western branch book- 
ing office. 

Dick Marcus, former band vocal- 
ist, joined MCA acts department 
here this week. 

Club Moderne near Oak Park 
staging oddball auctions as Wednes- 
day night biz hypo. 

Art Talmadge, Mercury Records 
veepee, out of hospital and recov- 
ering from slipped disk at home. 

Hoagy Carmichael due here next 











Indiana Society of Chicago banquet 
at. Conrad Hilton Hotel. 

Dardanelle bringing jazz to the 
| Opera Club, sharing keyboard with 
lenghair pianist Aaron Leifer; 
Esther DeNicola joined lin@up as 
| singer. 

Police Censor Board here last 
month nixed one pic and tagged 
two for adults out of a sheaf of 82 
films. Of the number, 21 pic- 
tures were foreign, six of them 
Mexican, five German, three Rus- 
sian, two Italian, two Greek, one 
French, one Swedish, and one 
Japanese. 





| 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C, Viral-Gomis 
(Angli, 43; 24-00-18) 

Armando Orefiche Cuban orch 
at the Rigat. 

Rio nitery has The Buddy 
Bradlely show. 

Anne Sandry, French chanteuse, 
| at Emporium nitery, with Bruno 
| Stella orch. 
| Juan Manuel, who came here 
| with Xavier Cugat and stayed over, 
'a hit at Bolero niftry. 
|. Marco Ferreri, Italian producer, 
| in city with intention of producing 
|a pic in Spain with director Fede- 

rico Fellini. 

| Liceo Opera House has “Rigo- 
| letto,” with Aldo Protti, Antonietta 
| Pastori and Gianni Poggi, Italians; 
|} and Rosario Gamez, Luis Corbella, 
| both Spaniards. Maestro Angelo 
| Questa conducted, 

American pix on_ Barcelona 
screens recently: “Demetrius and 
Gladiators” (20th), “On Water- 
front” (Col), “Phantom of Rue 
Morgue” and “The Fountainhead,” 
both WB; “Apache” (UA), “Hare 
riet Craig” (Col), “Bad and Beauti- 
ful” (M-G). 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Victor Borge at Arena, Dec. 5, 
under sponsorship of Philadel- 
phia Inquirer Charities. 

Pep’s Musical Bar, musical name 
showcase, switched policy bringing 
in comedian Slappy White. 

Dave Dushoff, co-owner of Latin 
Casino, planed to the Coast to 
visit Sammy Davis Jr., who 
|launched the club’s fall season. 
| Bellson family is represented on 











ithree local marquees — Pearl 
| Bailey, at Erlanger in “House of 
\Flowers,” and in Stanley pic, 


\“Carmen Jones,” and husband 


show. She has only been on Station | Louis Bellson, topper at Rendez- 


KGW a few months, 


i vous Cafe, 


week as guest of honor at annual ~ 


th an tan 
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Lane Agency which has offices in ' thing to say on the matter of keep- 
London, Manchester and Halifax,|ing down production volume for 
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and booked many top stars in| the sake of ¢ ity indi i shea 
. Sé juality. The indie pro- ie ips 
vaude and the band field. ducer wrote in the Screen Produc- | 
Albert A. Knecht, 70. musician! “= Guild journal that it was “a |= Continued from page 3 Ges 
and head of his own musical in-|™racle” to him that Hollywood | recent picketing of the Columbia 
FRED ROSE Jackson, in 1929, died Nov. 30,/strument firm, died Dec.. 4 in| hadn't realized earlier that “the! exchange here, and its threats to 
Fred Rose, 57, hillbilly song-|in Malvern, Eng. He began in the-| Philadelphia. He toured with many:| only way, to-recapture, the, public | cook legislation to bring relief, the 


writer-publisher, died in Nashville, 


atrical management in 1911 and 
after war service and a spell in 


organizations, including the 


Buf- | 


(is) by. giving. it, quality instead of 





occasion .is also taken defiantly to 


 . ; 3 : n | falo Bill Wild West Show and the , duantity in entertainment.” assail 4) 1 seating dwatin. 
De Setails in Music Section. business, he inaugurated the Festi- | John Philip Sousa band. | He expressed concern over a ig ny nin a neueed of brutal 
—— val with Jackson. —_——- | possible softening in Hollywood's. * alesse rae *b tnets intent 

KURT WIDMANN : From 1938, Limbert assumed Nathan K. Thon, 52, a theatre | attitude, partly as a result of exhib | and bp mi a 2 mh ree 

Kurt Widmann, 48, top Berlin) sole control of the Festival, He | manager at Coon Rapids, lowa, was | demands. “It is not surprising ie attect the oa bid ‘outa 
bandleader, died Nov. 27 in that| presented many important pro- | fatally injured in an auto accident |that some shortsighted exhibitors | venient = itd odteiebion that needs 
city from apoplexy. After amputa- ductions | including G. B. Shaw’s| Nov. 29, when his car struck a| will rend the heavens with their | Of di ee “ a os ; 7 wats ? rs ’ : se * 
tion of his right leg in May, he| “Geneva” and a revival of “St.| barricade and overturned. He died | demands for more and more pic- ee « exniil _- 
had been in bad shape but never- Joan” with Elisabeth Bergner. He|in a Carroll, Iowa, hospital a few!tures, because of their basic ap- | 2 lanai ncepencent vg te 
theless returned to the bandstand | was also associated with a number | hours later. ranks, that there’s rift and NCA’s 


just one week ago (20) for a tri- 


of West End plays, among them 





proach that the greater the supply | 


conduct isn’t getting full approval 











Chimeiniateacaaendtin > . ae »y at? a1 » a} » ° 
umphant comeback performance. | being “Black Chiffon” and “Buoy-| Mother, 65, of Paul Schreibman, | wd ae will De able (0 from _theatreowners. But the 
Latter was done against his doc- ant Billions.” former operator of Las Palmas “B : i te : Sate _, | claim is made that Allied’s battling 
tors’ advice. , ; Theatre, Hollywood, died in Holly-|... Ut 3¢ 18 most surprising that! atone has averted wholesale de- 
Widmann started his career in JOHN C. QUINLAN wood Dec. 3 after a long illness. | 4) producer as , Who has been | struction of independent ex- 
Berlin, in 1927, as a drummer and John C. Quinlan, 62, voice teach- | Other survivors include another} through the wars’ and who has | hibitors. 
formed his first band in 1933. He jer and former musical comedy |son, Morey, head of Cinema Arts. | *©©" the near-tragic results brought eae 6 ae 
soon became one of Berlin’s most | actor, died Dec. 1, in White Plains, jabout by attempting to make pic- | 
popular bandleaders. From 1933 to|N. Y., after a three month illness.| Jerry K. Crocker, 29, first pro- tures on an assembly line basis | MARRIAGES 
1943. he, his trombone and his/| A native of New Zealand, he came; gram director and former disk | Should for a moment be fooled | Sandra Warfield t Tames 
orch were the main attractions at/to this country in the ’20’s and| jockey of WCUE, Akron, O., died | into thinking that any good can be MeCra ‘la Ne : Y Z oo 27. 
Berlin's noted Cafe Imperator, | appeared in “Madam Pompadour,” | Nov. 30 in Albuquerque, N. M., accomplished by returning to the pir ie oy Sit ao singers with 
which was bombed out during the ant High” and “The Passing | after a two-month illness. practices that nearly ruined us yy, ‘Menai Opera Co. 
war. o ow.” —_—— /once before.” set r wy pe 
His popularity was mainly based| Quinlan maintained a voice stu-|_ Mother of George E. Burgess) Top distribution exec of one of g, ation Hutton “ ee re 
on the fact that he was one of | dio in New York, and-coached such | Jr., eastern sales rep of Screen the majors in N. Y. last week held Santa Monica, Cal. Dec, 4. — : 
the few bandleaders who, against | singers as Frank Sinatra, Vic Da-| Gems, Columbia Pictures telefilm | that his company, anyway, was wel] °, S!NBE&T he’s a musician and mu 
Nazi regulations, continued playing | mone, Alan Dale and Eileen Bar- | subsidiary, died Dec. 1 in New! aware of the pitfalls of volume | director. i: 
jazz tunes. Later, when American | ton. With Sinatra, he wrote a book | Bedford, Mass., of a heart attack. | production. For this reason. he|,. Virginia Morley to Fred Waring, 
jazz practically was forbidden in | entitled, “Tips on Popular Sing- | — said. he was in complete acree.|ifdianapolis, Dec. 2. Bride is a 
Germany, he even managed to | ing.” | George F. Koster, 84, founder of ences wit! “his - die ; = = abe pianist with the groom’s orchestra, 
“smuggle” Anglo-American songs lradio station WQAO, N.Y., died| (0° concentrate om nix with hatt.|..Lynn Marks to Pau! B. Alper, 
into his repertoire. CHARLES ROONER |Dec. 5 in New York. Surviving are .° “ge crops ae pix with bull | New York, Dec. 5. Bride is a pub- 
After the war, Widmann made} Ernest R. Pruster, 53, actor |two daughters. in b.o. appeal that had a maximum | jisity assistant at Screen Gems, 


numerous appearances at Berlin|and director who had worked in mye coin potential. the Columbia Pictures teletilm sub- 








GI clubs and became known among | Mexican films for some 20 years, Mother, 83, of Ray Heindorf, | With remarkable frankness, he | giq, 
Americans as the “German Tommy | died of a heart attack Nov. 22 in| head of Warners’ music depart- amare im this was hurting the Barbara Riefer to Cpl. Robert J. 
Dorsey.” He was perhaps Berlin’s | Mexico City. Known professionally | ment, died Nov. 29 in Hollywood ‘little man” in exhibition LCUS |r ype, Pittsburgh, Dee. 1. He’s the 
busiest bandleader until his break- | as Charles Rooner, he was stricken | after a long illness. face it,’ he said. ‘The trend ot son of Alma L vpe ‘of Stanley 
down in May. while at work in a studio. A native — _ |Our industry is against him. No Warner T as res. in Pitt : 
His wife and a _ 12-year-old | of Vienna, he came to Mexico after Dulcie Day, 43, singer and hit one is deliberately going out to/| Sh: Tuk Ps Whit Bissel 
daughter survive. appearing on the stage and screen | Player, died Dec. 1 at the Motion hurt him, but I don’t see how we | Me ‘ Cal Thee - H i: an 
od in Austria and Germany. Picture Country Hospital in Cali-| can help him. The way this busi-| joo, a ee eee eee 
BENJAMIN BURKE His wife survives. fornia. Her mother survives. Iness is going, and the way it’s|*°Cr. | ; 
Benjamin Burke, 82, a Pitts- —— carn | going to go, the small operator is|_ Sibil Kamban ha Abner Biber- 
burgh district exhibitor since the _ WILLIAM H. HEINZ Edward F. Foley, dean of At going to have an_ increasingly |™#": gee ON Pritt re i — 
nickelodeon days, died Nov. 20, in William H. Heinz, 72, former | any doormen and long at the rough time.” |a film editor; he’s a screen direc- 





Swissvale, a Pitt suburb. He was 


manager of radio station WHO, 


IN MEMORY OF 


DAMON 


RUNYON 


MRS. PAUL SMALL 


the original partner of James B. 
Clark and Richard A. Rowland, 
ploneers in the film house field. 
The Rowland and Clark chain 
later formed the backbone of the 
Warner circuit. 

Born in Riga, in 1872, Burke 
opened his first theatre in Colum- 
O., in 1905, later moved to 
Pittsburgh and launched the Won- 
cerland there in 1911. He then 
built, in suecession, the Family, 
the Crystal and the Capitol in 
Braddock. For years, his brother, 
Joe Burke, was also in the thea- 
tre business, last at Batavia. III. 
Mrs. Burke, the former Mae Grif- 
fith, survives. 


Dus, 





5 ee CORTINI 

Cortini (Paul Korth), German il- 
usionist and conjurer, died in 
Copenhagen, Nov. . He ecol- 
lapsed after performing his final 


trick at a matinee performance at | 


the National Scala, Copenhagen, 
and was carried off the stage by 
his wife. A native of Hamburg, 
he had been in show biz for over 
45 years. 

Cortini presented fullstage il- 
lusions and sleight of hand. He 
Was known best as “the man with 
10,000 dollars.” This fullstage 
se coin production act was per- 
formed on his English debut at the 
yhambra, London, in April, 1927. 
oe August he launched a new 
nagic show at the Chat Noir, Oslo. 


y VILLIAM DE GROUCHY 
Yiill 
Magazine editor and author died 
ag 29 at Drexel Hill, Pa. He was 
fu art editor at Curtis Publishing 


at S Le : ¢ 
meal treet & Smith until five years 


responsible for bringing to promi- 
nent The Shadow” mystery 
7../€s and he also revived the Nick 
,'ler stories. He was active in 
a theatre groups and was the 
of numerous short stories 
a book, “Jungle Gold.” 


Widow 


autho; 
and 
two sons and a daughter 


Ury) e 





Poy 7 ROX. LIMBERT 
Main’ Limbert, 60, founder of the 
“vern Festival with Sir 





Des Moines, died of a heart attack 
Nov. 25, at Hermosa Beach, Cal. 
He was manager of the station 
from 1924, when it was founded 
= the Bankers Life Co. of Des 
Moines, until 1929, when he re- 
| stgnen to move to California. 

Surviving are his wife, a son 
and a daughter. 


JULIUS L. KARTY 

Julius Lee Karty, 53, for 10 years 
assistant manager of the Henry W. 
|Kiel (Municipal) auditorium in St. 
|Louis until 1944, died of a brain 
|hemorrhage Nov. 29 in that city. 
| At one time he was backstage man- 
jager of the Municipal Opera Assn. 
‘and manager of the old Shubert 
Theatre in St. Louis. 
His wife and three sons survive. 





ART LLOYD 


eraman, died of a heart attack Nov. 
25 in. Hollywood. He was known 
for his work with Harold Lloyd, 
Laurel & Hardy and the “Our 
Gang” comedies. 

His wife and son survive. 


Dr. Kenneth McPherson Bradley, 
82, founder and president for 25 





| 


am de Grouchy, 65, former | 


1913 to 1932 and an editor | 


His | 


Barry | Nov. 


years of the Bush Conservatory in 
Chicago, died Dec. 3 in Los An- 
geles, where he had lived since his 
retirement 20 years ago. In 1925 
and 1926 he was educational di- 
rector of the Juilliard Musical 


| Foundation in New York. 


Alfons C. Storch, 76, 
with the N. Y. Metropolitan Opera 
House orchestra for 46 years, died 
Nov. 31, in Bethesda, Md., after 
a long illness. He retired last year 
after a lengthy career with the 


* | Philadelphia Symphony and the 
While at Street & Smith he was | 


Met, 





Carol Grauer, 57, owner of the 
Maisonette Carol in Montreal, died 
in that city Dec. 4 after a long ill- 
ness. Born in Rumania, he emi- 
grated to Canada in 1928 and acted 
as manager of the Samovar in 
Montreal until opening his own 
spot in 1950. 


Harry Newton Lane, 67, English 
agent, died at Manchester, Eng., 


8. He headed the 


Art Lloyd, 57, retired film wal 


bed Dec. 1. Wife survives. 

Eleanor Winchester, wife of Ted 
Winchester, RKO cameraman, died 
Nov. 28 in Hollywood after a long 
illness. 


Father of Chick Ludavici, 
new singing quartet in Pittsburgh, 
The Four Larks, died in that city 
Nov. 28. 

Walter C. Zengerle, 71, for 
Cleveland Orchestra, died Dec. 3 
| in that city. 





G. W. Wortley, vice-chairman of 
| Glasgow Film Society from 1937 to 
1949, died, recently at Falkirk, 
| Scotland. 





Emmett O’Donnell, 58, manager 
| of Paradise Theatre in Chicago for 
135 vears, died Nov. 26 in that city 
| Wife, daughter and four sons sur- 
vive. 


Eugen Marchand, 94, a 
who had sung at the Met Opera for 


Germany. 


Jimmy Gordon, an original di- 
'rector of Lorne Cinema, Glasgow, 
and w.k. football player, died in 
Glasgow recently. 





43, 





Marvin Briggs, 


wood, following a heart attack. His 
wife survives. 


John Sillars, 67, broadcaster and 
;author, died Nov. 21 on Isle of 
Arran, Scotland. 


Agnes Hallet, 74, character ac- 
tress, died Nov. 19 in Hollywood 
after a long illness. 





Lawrence Cellini, 59, proprietor 
of Rex Cinema, Hindley, Lan- 
cashire, Eng., died there recently. 





Father of Betty George, nitery 
and tv singer, died Nov. 23 in New 
| York. 


| Mother, 69, of Herman Goldfarb, 
'theatrical manager-attorney, died 
|in New York Nov. 24. 





violinist | 








H’wood ‘Counts’ 


Continued from page 1 








be done, it wouldn’t be*done, he 
istressed, adding — significantly— 


/to keep down the overhead.” 


was as high as 50%. Zanuck con- 
firmed that it had been brought 
down via production economies to 
a much lower figure, but wouldn’t 
| disclose what it was. By contrast, 
ihe said 20th’s cost of actual pro- 


| duction, i.e., pic budgets, had gone 
|up 60% over prior years. 


Brand-} 


Samuel Goldwyn, too, had some- 


Strand Theatre, was found dead in! 


iing year at 


of | 


| Since 





tenor | 


10 years, died Nov. 22 in Duisburg, | 


| is 
radio time | 


| salesman, died Nov. 21 in Holly- | ot 





| . 2 : } 
ithat “we won’t make pictures just | 


At one point the 20th overhead | 


Observers feel that, for the com- | 


there will 


least, be a 
continuing tendency on the pari 


of distribs to bolster their studio’s 
own output with outside releases. 
Good example is 20th which con- 
tinues on the prowl] for quality 2-D 
fare to service the approximately 
4.000 poiential U. S. 
who, by the end of this year, still 
won't have CinemaScope installed. 
20th doesn’t make its 
C’Scope pix available in standard 


many years a violinist with the} version—Univers4l, on the other 


hand, does—-it’s missing out on 


| those accounts. 


There is significance in the fact 
that the 2-D pix which 20th has 


handled in 1954 haven't been very | 


successful. That includes its own 
Panoramic productions. This lends 
added weight to the argument that 
the day gf the small-budgeter is 
gone. It also causes companies 
like 20th to raise doubts over the 


small and medium-budgeters such 
as the ones proposed by Hal R. 
Makelim. 














Quebec Censors 


Continued from page 1 





oe 
on every reel of film. Since 
all the members of the board are 
French, occasional English 
buy with phrases that would 
never pass a group of English 
scissors wielders. According to 
exhibitors here, the board has 
shown signs of relaxing in recent 
months, but there’s no hope of re- 
laxation to the point of censors 
in other Canadian provinces. 


The QBC put the clamp on drive- 
ins a long time ago, basing its de- 
cision on moral grounds. There’s 
been one attempt to defy this ac- 
tion, but it ended in failure. A 
group decided to defy the board 
by building on an Indian reserva- 
tion near Montreal. Since this was 
Federal property, it thought the 
provincial laws would not apply. 
However, the QBC got word out 
that firms dealing with the ozoner 
would face difficulty in working 





with other Quebec theatres. Hint 
proved effective and the bare 
screen skeleton is standing, al- 


most as a reminder to others with 
similar ideas. 
The board remains all-powerful 


'and because exhibitors respect this 


condition, it makes certain conces- 


customers | 


films | 


| 


| 





P . . i NBC’s ‘hi far 
economic potential of exhib-backed | NBC's Chi farm 


cor. 

Beryl Johnstone to Colin Camp- 
bell, Stranraer, Scotland, Nov. 23. 
Both are thespers with Scottish 
Arts Theatre company. 

Larue Farlow to Lennie Katz- 
man, Las Vegas, Nov. 27. Bride’s 
an actress; he’s an assistant direc- 
tor at Columbia. 

Maria V. Terino to Carl W. Rob- 
inson, White River Junction. Vt., 
Nov. 21. Bride is cashier at Lyric 
Theatre there. 

Marie Windsor to Jack Hupp, 
Tijuana, Mexico, Nov. 30. Bride’s 
an actress. 

Dorothy Lou Jolliffe to Eric G, 
Ensign, Haverstraw, N. Y., Dec. 4. 
Bride is an actress; he’s an exec 
with the Ted Bates agency, 


BIRTHS 
Mrs. Everett Mitchell, 
Dec. 1. Father is 
commentator. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Barnheiser, 
son, Chicago, Dec. 1. Father is a 
director at NBC-TV, Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Daley 
Jr., daughter, Buffalo, Nov, 25. Fa- 
ther is president of Daley & Kim- 
berly Associates, Buffalo public re- 
lations outfit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Greene, 
daughter, Santa Monica, Cal., Dec, 
2. Father is a film editor. 


Mr. 
son, 


and 
Chicago 


Mr. and Mrs. Jim Wiggins, 
daughter, San Antonio, recently. 
Father is sportscaster on KENS, 
|San Antonio. 





sions, allowing children to see re- | 


ligious pictures such as “Fabiola” 
and “Joan of Are” or special Walt 
Disney pix. Under Quebec law, 
no one under 16 is allowed in any 
film house. 

Censor policies change with the 
times and many that are vetoed 
one year will be resubmitted 
months later and sometimes ap- 
proved. 


| 


Mr. and Mrs. Stephen McNally, 
daughter, Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 
Father is a screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nat Stoller, son, 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. Father is Bev- 
erly Hills tax consultant; mother 
is a former William Morris sec- 
retary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Day, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, Dec. 3. Father is 
the radio-ty-disk singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Garry Stevens, 
daughter, Schenectady, N. Y., re- 
cently. Father is a singer-emcee 
on WRGB-TV. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Henley, son, 
New York, Dec. 2. Father is pro- 
ducer of CBS Radio’s “Make Up 
Your Mind” series. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Briller, son, 
Dec. 5. in New York. Father is 
manager of the ABC-TV sales de- 
velopment department and a for- 
mer VARIETY mugg; mother is as- 
sistant article editor of the Wom- 
an’s Home Companion. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hayes, son, 
Nov. 28, Sharon, Conn. Father is 
the author of the novel and the 


upcoming film and Broadway play, 
“The Desperate Hours.” Mother is 


authoress - playwright Marijane 
Hayes, 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Donovan, 
son, New York, Dec. 4. Father is 


doorman at CBS’ Madison Avenue 
headquarters, 

Mr. and Mrs. Shelden Penn, son, 
Cleveland, Nov. 21. Mother’s an 
ex-Metro flack. 
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